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FORTY-FOURTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
SUMMARY OF THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE HEADS OF DELEGATION,
THE SECRETARY GENERAL AND THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL WITH
THE HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE PERMANENT OBSERVER COUNTRIES
ON THE THEME OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
“DEVELOPMENT WITH SOCIAL INCLUSION”
Asuncion, Paraguay - June 3, 2014
The Dialogue between the Heads of Delegation of OAS Member States and the Secretary General with the Heads of Delegation of the Permanent Observer Countries on the theme of the General Assembly was initiated in 2004 at the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly in Quito, Ecuador. This formal Dialogue, moderated by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the host country, is held prior to the inauguration of the General Assembly proceedings in order to exchange views on topics and priorities of the inter-American agenda in the region, particularly regarding the theme of the General Assembly.
The Dialogue and Luncheon was held on Tuesday, June 3, 2013 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. in the Copa Libertadores Room of the Hotel Bourbon in Asuncion, Paraguay, and was moderated by Eladio Loizaga, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Paraguay. The objective of this Dialogue was to provide opportunities for the identification of programs and topics of common interest to Permanent Observers and Member States, to strengthen cooperation and the exchange of information and best practices between them, as well as highlight the contributions made by Permanent Observers to OAS programs and projects.

In addition to OAS Member State delegations, the OAS Secretary General, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Paraguay and the Permanent Observer delegations, the Assistant Secretary General, other high-level officials of the OAS General Secretariat, and the heads of some international organizations were also present.

This Dialogue also offered an opportunity for presentations by the OAS Secretary General and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the host country regarding the theme of the XLIV General Assembly “Development with Social Inclusion.” The program of the Dialogue, including the layout of the room, was developed in such a way so as to promote greater interaction and opportunities for meaningful discussion among participants. 
OAS Secretary General, Jose Miguel Insulza, initiated the Dialogue with welcoming remarks to the attendees. The Secretary General began his presentation by emphasizing the importance of these opportunities for OAS member states and the General Secretariat to exchange views with Permanent Observers, noting that they are critical to maintaining and deepening conversation on critical matters of mutual concern. He noted that this engagement takes place on an almost daily basis via Permanent Observers’ regular attendance and participation in OAS meetings and activities.

The OAS head highlighted the technical and financial support received from Permanent Observers and reminded of how this support continues to impact OAS programs in the main pillars of promoting democracy, human rights, multidimensional security, integral development, and access to justice. 

Secretary General Insulza made specific reference to the document “Permanent Observers and the OAS 2013: Partners for Cooperation in the Americas,” which highlights the concrete results the OAS has achieved with Permanent Observer support. He noted that in 2013 the Organization received cash and in-kind contributions from Permanent Observers totaling US$18.4 million, which was a 26% increase from 2012. 

The Secretary General underscored the emphasis that the General Secretariat and Member States continue to place on targeted, coordinated contributions from Permanent Observers as a more efficient way to channel support to OAS programs.  In this regard, he also made mention of the “Strategic Plan for Resource Mobilization of External Funds in the OAS with Permanent Observers 2013-2015,” which identifies High-Impact Programs in the different OAS technical areas in order to enhance the OAS’ capacity to coordinate its fundraising policies and activities. 

Secretary General Insulza next discussed the theme that the Government of Paraguay selected for the General Assembly—“Development with Social Inclusion”—noting its relevance for the countries in Latin America and the Caribbean as they not only confront the challenges of bringing down high levels of income distribution inequality and providing access to quality education, but also underscoring the risks that not ensuring that development goes hand in hand with development poses to democracy.  
Mr. Insulza also highlighted the OAS’ efforts to promote “Development with Social Inclusion”, and mentioned the report “Inequality and Social Inclusion in the Americas: 13 Essays”, which was prepared by the General Secretariat to consider the problems of inequality and exclusion being faced in the Americas today, and examine ways in which these issues can be tackled, including the efforts of the OAS to address them. He expressed his desire that this publication and the work that it outlines can be of service to the OAS member states in addressing the issue.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Paraguay then addressed the participants. In his remarks, Minister Loizaga welcomed all of the delegations to Paraguay and expressed his appreciation on behalf of the Government of Paraguay for the support shown to his country in the realization of the General Assembly and in support of the main theme. He expressed that to address the theme of the General Assembly will require the input of all interested parties, including the efforts of the OAS General Secretariat to consolidate the diverse existing mechanisms and generate synergies among all Hemispheric actors and Permanent Observers for concrete actions that will allow for the sharing of best practices and to sustain proven programs. 
Minster Loizaga emphasized that sustainable development is a delicate topic, and one that requires that we identify the main difficulties that block development, as well as present viable alternatives in order to be able to confront these difficulties and generate opportunities for the most vulnerable sectors of society. He expressed his confidence, on behalf of the Republic of Paraguay that the discussion generated by the consideration of this theme has resulted in the gathering of highly relevant information and has led to conclusions that will allow countries to advance with new formulas that are appropriate to the individual and collective realities of the Member States, as well as to the dymanics of a highly interdependent international scenario. 
Following the presentation by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, a lunch was offered in which the Heads of Delegation of the Permanent Observers and Member States dialogued at roundtables, accompanied by officials of the OAS General Secretariat and international organizations. 

After the lunch, time was allocated for Permanent Observers to make brief interventions and express their views on the theme of the General Assembly and the inter-American agenda.  The following twenty-eight (28) Permanent Observer representatives then took the floor in order to deliver remarks on behalf of their delegations and governments: the European Union, Kazakhstan, Turkey, Spain, France, Italy, Germany, Switzerland, Israel, Korea, China, Liechtenstein, Monaco, the Netherlands, Ukraine, the United Kingdom, Japan, Qatar, Slovenia, Morocco, the Philippines, Austria, India, Russia, Greece, Portugal, Croatia and Sweden. 
Upon completion of the Permanent Observer interventions, the Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, Ambassador Emilio Rabasa Gamboa, took the floor to draw the attention of the Permanent Observer delegations to the ongoing work of the Working Group of the Permanent Council on the Strategic Vision of the OAS. In particular, Ambassador Rabasa encouraged the Permanent Observers to continue participating in this Working Group, and made a specific request that a meeting with the Working Group and the Permanent Observers be organized in Washington in the near future.
APPENDIX
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