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Mr. Secretary-General,

Mr. Chairman,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

For more than a century, the Organization of American States has been setting the Western Hemisphere’s agenda for democracy, peace, security, justice and development. This has greatly benefited not only its members, but also the rest of the world. It is therefore my distinct privilege to participate in the annual Dialogue between OAS states and permanent observers. 

The Republic of Serbia continues to pursue a carefully balanced and active foreign policy, with membership in the European Union defined as its central strategic priority. 

Over the past few years, we have sought to prioritize the enhancement of relations with the Americas, both bilaterally and through this Organization—building on the friendly ties we have maintained with your nations for decades. 

A Memorandum of Understanding between my country and the OAS will be signed later in the afternoon. We expect this will increase our all-around cooperation in a number of areas, including trade, culture, and education. I am pleased that Serbia has, for example, made available hundreds of new scholarships for students from a number of Latin American and Caribbean states to attend Serbian universities.
We have already intensified our political consultations. This has heightened awareness and understanding for our respective priorities. Concrete results have followed. For example, we participated in the recent OAS-led monitoring mission to Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and will soon reinforce our contingent of special police officers in Haiti operating under the mandate of the UN. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As a Permanent Observer, the Republic of Serbia fully supports the Charter of the Organization of American States, including those provisions that define international law as the “standard of conduct of States in their reciprocal relations”—in particular as they apply to the peaceful settlement of disputes, and the obligation to respect the sovereignty and territorial integrity of UN member States. 

The unilateral declaration of independence by the ethnic Albanian authorities of our southern province of Kosovo and Metohija—or UDI—strikes at the very heart of these foundational principles of global and regional governance. 

The separatists have tried to forcibly change the borders of Serbia; they have not succeeded, thanks in large part to the solidarity of over three quarters of OAS countries which have not recognized Kosovo’s UDI. In the name of the Republic of Serbia, I express my profound appreciation for their principled position, rooted in the basic precepts of international law. This support is truly gratifying, and will never be forgotten. 

The Republic of Serbia reacted to UDI peacefully, with maximal restraint. We worked through the UN General Assembly, which tasked the International Court of Justice to rule on the legality of Kosovo’s attempt at secession. The judges are nearing the end of their deliberations, and are expected to announce their decision later this year. 

I would like to thank the OAS countries for including in the draft Lima Declaration a reaffirmation of respect for the legal instruments of the United Nations—such as the International Court of Justice. This will help ensure that its work will be allowed to run its course, unhindered by political pressures, such as further recognitions of Kosovo’s UDI.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I believe that the possibility for a historic compromise to be reached between Serbs and Albanians will increase once the Court reports back to the General Assembly. 

My country is ready to engage in a good-faith dialogue that produces a solution to the Kosovo problem acceptable to all parties. Serbia will be constructive in the talks to come, for a solution needs to be found, requiring flexibility on all sides. But we will never accept an imposed outcome that aims to unilaterally terminate our sovereign rights in Kosovo. This is neither just nor legitimate, or sustainable. 

We therefore kindly urge all non-recognizing OAS countries to maintain their reservations with regards to Kosovo’s attempted secession. This will greatly contribute to an overall international environment in which a compromise can be reached, and peace entrenched. 

The consequences of a positive outcome would not only be felt in our corner of Europe. They would provide a critical boost to all who are committed to consolidate a rules-based international order for the 21st century—one in which unilateralism is clearly seen as a threat to stability, and one in which reaching agreement is an essential element in enhancing the security of the world. 

Thank you for your attention. 

