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June 6, Lima

Minister Garcia,

Heads of Delegations,

Mr. Secretary-General,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear Friends,

It is a real pleasure for me to attend, for the first time as

the permanent observer of China, the General Assembly of

the OAS in Lima, capital of Peru. I wish to take this

opportunity to express my sincere appreciation to our host

for the gracious hospitality extended to my delegation. I

also want to congratulate the OAS General Secretariat and

the member states for their commendable job in making this

meeting possible.

During this meeting, American states will discuss the
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best ways to promote regional peace, security and

cooperation. And the outcome of this meeting will play a

significant role in regional stability and development.

Looking back, we are glad to see that in the past year, in

the face of the serious global financial and economic crisis,

China and American states have intensified multilateral and

bilateral consultation and coordination, and have achieved

more concrete results in the exchanges and cooperation. The

notable progress in China-OAS relations is the best

evidence.

In 2009, the first five-year China-OAS Cooperation Fund

was ended. The US$1 million under the Fund has supported

36 programs in the political, security, social development

and other areas. The two sides have also initiated people-to-

people exchanges at all levels. Such exchanges include

senior OAS delegations’ visit to China, personnel training

and scholarships for 9 students to study in China. Last year,

China put in a total of US$360,000 for cooperation and

exchange programs with the OAS.
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On this basis, the two sides signed the agreement to

extend the US$1 million Cooperation Fund by another 5

years and an MOU to provide 10 full scholarships to OAS

each year in the next 5 years. These agreements have

injected fresh impetus to the development of bilateral

relations.

This year, the implementation of the two agreements had

a good start and has been proceeding smoothly. We continue

to support the efforts made by the OAS to maintain regional

stability and social development. The Chinese government

supported the OAS Observers Mission to Costa Rica with

the Cooperation Fund and sent Chinese observer during the

election. China has also decided to provide financial support

for a series of programs including the Peace Fund, the

Lecture Series of the Americas and Outreach Programs,

Central America Small Valley’s Flood Alert and

Vulnerability Reduction Program, Network-based Capacity

Building on Social Protection Strategies and Response to

Violence against Women.
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In addition, the Chinese government is working with the

General Secretariat on the next scholarship program. 10

young people will have the opportunity to study in China.

China has also invited the General Secretariat to send

diplomats to China for exchanges and training courses. It is

estimated that this year, China will provide over

US$400,000 in support of cooperation with the OAS.

I also want to use this opportunity to share with you the

latest progress in China’s exchanges with other inter-

American institutions. In January 2009, China joined the

Inter-American Development Bank and contributed US$350

million to the bank. Half of that is used to set up special

funds to promote economic development in regional

countries, IADB capacity building and competitiveness of

SMEs. A number of Chinese financial institutions have

already established contacts with the IADB.

In the coming October, China and the IADB will jointly

hold the “Forum on Trade and Investment between



5

Asia/China and Latin American and the Caribbean Region”

in Chengdu China.

I firmly believe that with the two sides working together,

the relations between China and inter-American system will

continue to develop in greater depth and breadth and yield

more fruitful results.

China firmly pursues the path of peaceful development

and a mutually beneficial opening-up strategy. The Chinese

government values the friendship and cooperation with the

western hemisphere countries and attaches importance to

the role of the OAS in promoting regional peace and

development. We will continue to deepen mutual

understanding and mutually beneficial cooperation with

American states and take the relations between China and

American states to a higher level.

I wish this General Assembly a great success. Thank you.


