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Date of Entry: December 6, 1995
National Day:  November 25
Capital: Sarajevo
Type of Government: Federal Democratic Republic
Head of State: Mladen Ivanić (Presidency Member since 17 November 2014 - Serb); Dragan Čović (Presidency Member since 17 November 2014 - Croat); Bakir Izetbegović  (Presidency Member since 10 November 2010 - Bosniak); The Chairmanship of the three-member Presidency rotates every eight months.
Head of Government: Prime Minister Fadil Novalić (March 15, 2015)

Minister of Foreign Affairs: Igor Crnadak (March 31, 2015) 
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Haris Hrle (February 24, 2016)

	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2010
	2011 
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016

	Population (in millions)
	3.72
	3.68
	3.64
	3.60
	3.56
	3.53
	3.51

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	17.16
	18.62
	17.20
	18.15
	18.52
	16.17
	16.56

	GDP per capita (US$)
	4,611.47
	5,050.157
	4,716.673
	5,035.866
	5,193.905
	4,574.091
	4,708.718


Source: www.tradingeconomics.com | The World Bank Group

FOREIGN RELATIONS POLICIES:

· The foreign policy of Bosnia and Herzegovina is conducted by its tripartite Presidency and has been based on the principles of openness and equal rights, on mutual respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity, as well as on the principle of peaceful co-operation, with respect of mutual interests. Furthermore, while conducting the foreign policy activities, Bosnia and Herzegovina will act in accordance with the obligations arising from the concluded and accepted agreements and other international instruments and membership in international organizations and associations.

· Bosnia and Herzegovina foreign policy seeks the promotion and preservation of peace, security and stable democratic institutions and integral development in the country. For the purpose of promoting its strategic interests, Bosnia and Herzegovina will conduct transparent foreign policy, in line with the following priorities:

· Preservation and protection of independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina within its internationally recognized borders;

· Full and consistent implementation of the General Peace Agreement (GPA);

· Bosnia and Herzegovina  inclusion into European integration processes;

· Participation of Bosnia and Herzegovina in multilateral activities, in particular, as part of the system of the United Nations (UN), the Council of Europe, the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC), etc. and

· Promotion of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a partner in international economic relations, and promotion of the activities aiming at the admission of Bosnia and Herzegovina into the World Trade Organization (WTO);

· Bosnia and Herzegovina underlines its commitment to peacefully settling interstate misunderstandings, which represent an integral part of international law. In addition, while seeking solutions for all open issues Bosnia and Herzegovina supports constructive dialogue. 

· The basic directions and activities of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s foreign policy are set forth from three different perspectives: a bilateral character, a multilateral character, and taking into consideration the protection of interests of Bosnian-Herzegovinian citizens in foreign countries.
Bilateral character: 
· Referred to the promotion of cooperation with neighboring countries – the Republic of Croatia (RC), Serbia and Montenegro, on the basis of common interest and principles of equality, mutual respect and respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity, represent the permanent priority of Bosnia and Herzegovina foreign policy. In this regard, Bosnia and Herzegovina will develop bilateral relations, in particular with the member countries of the Peace Implementation Council Steering Board, with the United States of America, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, France, China and other member countries of the United Nations (UN) Security Council, member countries of the European Union, countries in the region, member countries of the Organization of Islamic Conference and with other countries which significantly contribute to the reconstruction and development of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

· Bosnia and Herzegovina will support the establishment of diplomatic relations with the countries with which this has not been achieved yet, and it will intensify bilateral activities towards the countries in the region with which such relations have not yet been established.
· At the bilateral level, Bosnia and Herzegovina will develop cooperation through interstate agreements of mutual interest, particularly in the field of economy, foreign investments, science and technology, culture, education and sports, as significant presumptions for Bosnia and Herzegovina’s inclusion into contemporary world flows.

Multilateral character: 
· Refers to the priorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s foreign policy with respect to activities within organizations of multilateral character. In this regard, a strong and systematic step forward towards European and Trans-Atlantic integration, aiming at the improvement and institutionalization of mutual cooperation, represents the strategic priority of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
· Bosnia and Herzegovina seeks to institutionalize its relations with the European Union in accordance with the Stabilization and Accession Process, the full implementation of which should contribute significantly to Bosnia and Herzegovina’s integration into the European Community.  

· It also works to develop its relations with the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), especially through its participation in the Partnership for Peace (PfP). 

· Focusing especially on cooperation with the Non-Aligned Movement, of which Bosnia and Herzegovina is an observer, it seeks to broaden its cooperation with regional bodies including the OAS, the African Union, and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). Moreover, co-operation with the OSCE in the realization of fundamental program principles of that organization will be continued further.

· Special attention will be paid to the activities concerning regional and sub-regional co-operation.

· Particular emphasis will be put on economic relations with the country members of the Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC) and on the relations and co-operation with the Movement of Non-aligned Countries in order to acquire the status of an observer.

Protection of interests of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s citizens in foreign countries:
· A special segment of Bosnia and Herzegovina foreign policy activities are focused on the protection of interests and assistance to many Bosnian and Herzegovians citizens in foreign countries in exercising their rights, and assistance to economic subjects operating in the markets of other countries. 
INVOLVEMENT WITH THE AMERICAS:
· Bosnia and Herzegovina has diplomatic relations with most of the OAS Member States with the exception of Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, Honduras, Saint Kitts and Nevis and The Bahamas. Bosnia and Herzegovina has established diplomatic representations through embassies in Canada and the United States. 

SOURCES:

	PRESIDENCY BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

http://www.predsjednistvoBosnia and Herzegovina .ba/Home.aspx
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA

http://www.mvp.gov.ba/default.aspx?template_id=43&pageIndex=1
	EMBASSY OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

WASHINGTON, D.C.

http://www.bhembassy.org/
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