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On June 6, 2010, representatives from 36 Permanent Observer countries (POs) met in Lima, Peru 
with the Heads of Delegation of the Member States of the Organization of American States 
(OAS), the Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General in a luncheon dialogue to discuss 
issues relating to the topic of this year’s General Assembly, “Peace, Security and Cooperation in 
the Americas” and on the cooperation between the Permanent Observers and the Organization. 
 
José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the OAS, welcomed all delegations and recognized the 
important role that POs play in the regional arena in upholding the Organization’s key work 
pillars of democracy, human rights, security, integral development, and international law. The 
SG thanked POs for their valuable ideas and perspectives on the regional and world situation. 
Secretary General Insulza reported that in 2009, Permanent Observer countries contributed over 
$19.6 million to the Organization in cash and $887,621 in in-kind contributions. The 24 percent 
decrease from 2008 is a reflection of the global economic crisis that substantially affected the 
official development assistance of OAS Permanent Observer countries. The Secretary General 
highlighted how the theme of this year’s General Assembly is especially relevant as Permanent 
Observers’ cooperation, both financially and through their participation in the various activities 
of the General Secretariat, supports OAS efforts in promoting security within the hemisphere. 
 
The Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of Peru, Mr. Néstor Popolizio Bardales, moderated the 
Dialogue, which featured 23 interventions from the Permanent Observers in attendance. Vice 
Minister Popolizio briefly remarked that the subject of the General Assembly, as selected by the 
Government of Peru, had the purpose of engaging the OAS Member States, and international 
community in a reflection on the peaceful resolution the Americas seek to end its conflicts and 
differences so to ensure a more secure, more peaceful and more just hemisphere.  
 
During the Dialogue, the interventions were divided into two blocks, with remarks offered by 
OAS Member States after each block of Permanent Observer interventions.  
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In his remarks, Juan Pablo de Laiglesia, Secretary of State for Ibero-America of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Spain, pointed out the connection between the 
theme of this year’s General Assembly and the prospects for development, commending the 
OAS for its decision to join the Group of Friends of the United Nations’ Alliance of 
Civilizations.  
 
Mr. de Laiglesia voiced Spain’s support of OAS security initiatives, including demining, the 
fight against terrorism and drug trafficking. He mentioned that to further its partnership with the 
Organization in working toward multilateral security, Spain has created a joint programming 
fund focusing on promoting human rights, strengthening electoral systems, fostering 
development and analyzing labor migration.  
 
The representative of Spain also highlighted the progress made in strengthening relations 
between Spain and the region during the Sixth Summit between the European Union and Latin 
America and the Caribbean (EU-LAC) in May, held in Madrid. As a strategic partner of the OAS 
and its top external donor, Mr. de Laiglesia expressed a political and diplomatic interest in its 
relationship with the Americas, and called upon the POs to increase their contributions and role 
in the Organization. Secretary de Laiglesia underscored his country’s commitment to the 
Organization as demonstrated through the Spain-OAS Cooperation Fund. 
 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Serbia, Mr. Vuk Jeremić, announced that 
Serbia would sign a Memorandum of Understanding with the General Secretariat after the 
Dialogue – a message that his country is committed to creating a positive partnership with the 
American states. Serbia gives great importance to strengthening its relations with Latin America 
and the Caribbean. Mr. Jeremić mentioned the Serbian support to the 2009 OAS Electoral 
Observation Mission to Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and highlighted the current Serbian 
special police deployment in Haiti working on reconstruction efforts.  
 
Minister Jeremić extended his gratitude to the Member States that have not recognized the 
sovereignty of Kosovo, and requested their support of a compromise, if necessary, at the 
international level once the International Court of Justice reaches a decision on the matter. 
Through the Memorandum of Understanding, Serbia formalizes an annual contribution of 
US$20,000, beginning in 2011, to OAS outreach programs and OAS Electoral Observation 
Missions.  
 
The Head of Delegation of the European Union, Minister-Counselor Luc Véron, affirmed 
the EU’s partnership with the Americas in working toward peace and security in the face of 
organized crime, terrorism and trafficking, particularly in the framework of the European 
Union’s Memorandum of Understanding signed with the OAS in late 2009. Mr. Véron stressed 
efforts of multilateral cooperation, citing like his Spanish counterpart, the Sixth EU-LAC 
Summit during which Heads of State from the EU and Latin America and the Caribbean met in 
Madrid, and in its Final Declaration, both regions stated their support for cooperation in the areas 
of peace, security, conflict prevention and crisis management. 
 
Furthermore, the EU is working toward developing high-level dialogues with Mexico and an ad-
hoc security dialogue with Central America. Mr. Véron placed important emphasis on the bi-
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regional fight against drugs, with over €260 million provided through 2013 on relevant projects 
throughout the Andean region, €138 million to Central America for security, justice and 
governance-related projects, and €1.4 million through the OAS’s Inter-American Drug Abuse 
Control Commission’s (CICAD) “EU-LAC Cities in Partnership” initiative.  
 
Mr. Véron closed by expressing the positive outlook of the EU in the area of intra-regional 
cooperation, welcoming the Consensus of Santo Domingo, adopted at the Second Meeting of 
Ministers Responsible for Public Security, as well as the implementation of the Commitment to 
Public Security in the Americas. 
 
The Deputy Director-General at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Sweden, Ambassador 
Maria Lundqvist, highlighted her country’s close cooperation with Latin America and the 
Caribbean, even prior to becoming a Permanent Observer in 1996. Sweden provides significant 
financial support in the region, primarily in the areas of human rights, democracy and peace-
building, holds a number of bilateral agreements in the region, and participates actively in the 
EU-LAC Summits.  
 
On the theme of the General Assembly, Ms. Lundqvist noted that peace and security are 
prerequisites for sustainable economic and social development. In an effort to achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), Sweden prioritizes poverty reduction and climate 
change, and links these issues to problems of insecurity in the region. Children and women are 
particularly vulnerable groups, so it is important to include a proper focus on the rights of 
women, sexual and reproductive health, children’s education, and the advancement of gender 
equality when considering long-term strategies for development.  
 
Sweden supported the progress and insights of the OAS in conflict management in the 
hemisphere, and called upon the Organization to expand and strengthen its role within its areas 
of work. Ms. Lundqvist reflected on Sweden’s assistance to the OAS Mission to Support the 
Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA), and expressed the hope and encouragement of her 
Government on a successful implementation of the MAPP’s recently broadened scope of work.  
 
Ambassador Bernard Graf von Waldersee, Director General for Latin America and the 
Caribbean for Germany’s Federal Foreign Office praised the work of the Organization in the 
area of crisis prevention, conflict management and peace-building. For Germany, support to 
OAS programs in the peace area helps assure stability in the region, which is crucial to long-term 
development within the Hemisphere. Among Germany’s recent support to the OAS, Ambassador 
von Waldersee underscored a US$200,000 contribution to the Department of Electoral 
Cooperation and Observation’s program to incorporate a gender perspective into the 
methodology of the work of OAS Electoral Observation Missions, and reiterated his country’s 
long-time assistance to the OAS Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia 
(MAPP/OEA).  
 
Recognizing the successful use of an initial €500,000 contribution to the MAPP/OEA to carry 
out a pilot component in support of victims’ groups in Colombia, the Ambassador announced an 
additional €500,000 to continue this program. Ambassador von Waldersee also expressed the 
support of Germany to the promotion and protection of human rights and indigenous rights in the 
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Americas, noting that Germany has provided around €1,000,000 toward these efforts. 
Ambassador von Waldersee closed by commending the OAS and the international community 
for their efforts in the recovery and reconstruction in Haiti. He remarked that Germany will seek 
to intensify its cooperation with the Organization, and plans to make its relations with the region 
an even more central component of its foreign policy. 
 
Alternate Observer of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, First 
Secretary Ian Collard, reviewed the recent contributions made by the United Kingdom, 
including funding to maintain the OAS office in the Belize-Guatemala Adjacency Zone and 
donations to the Peace Fund. These efforts serve to illustrate the United Kingdom’s commitment 
to diplomatic solutions over conflict. Mr. Collard also stressed his country’s satisfaction with the 
Special Agreement which Belize and Guatemala signed in 2008.  
 
The United Kingdom has also shown support for OAS efforts in promoting democracy, by 
contributing to the January 2010 OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Saint Kitts and Nevis. In 
the realm of human rights, Mr. Collard stated that the United Kingdom recently provided 
US$47,000 for the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights’ (IACHR) Special Rapporteur 
for Freedom of Expression, and announced that his country will contribute an additional 
US$250,000 to the same office for the strengthening of monitoring mechanisms to ensure the 
proper regulation and exercise of Freedom of Information in the Americas. 
 
Massimo Ambrosetti, Alternate Permanent Observer of Italy to the OAS, underlined that 
Italy has become progressively more involved in Latin American affairs, as illustrated by the 
country’s participation in a number of regionally relevant meetings, such as last year’s Ibero-
American Summit and the Italy-Latin American and the Caribbean Conference, among several 
others.  
 
Mr. Ambrosetti informed the participants of Italy’s commitment to provide concrete monetary 
programming support, especially in the areas of humanitarian aid and security. His country is 
awaiting the final definition of its budget for 2010, but is committed to maintaining the same 
level of financial contribution as in 2009, in spite of the difficult international financial situation. 
Italy views multidimensional security to be a key interest, and a priority for Italian development 
assistance. Italy has already allocated €70,000 to the “Demining and Education on Mine Risks in 
the Condor Cordillera (Peru and Ecuador)” and the “Rehabilitation and Reintegration of Mine 
Survivors in Central America (Honduras and Nicaragua)” programs of the Office of 
Humanitarian Demining of the OAS Department of Public Security. 
 
The Special Representative for the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Finland, 
Ambassador Pasi Patokallio, noted that his country has been a Permanent Observer to the OAS 
since 1988 and has actively supported the Organization since. In the past, Finland has 
contributed between €140,000 and €300,000 annually to OAS programs that match its own 
development priorities, including a focus on gender equity, poverty reduction, and sustainable 
development. In 2009, Finland funded three programs, valued at €300,000, in the areas of 
protection of human rights (access to justice), sustainable development projects in water—
including sustainable use of aquifers—and strengthening democracy and the role of women in 
public financing. Ambassador Patokallio noted that Finland expects to contribute €1.2 million to 
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the OAS over the next few years, based both on the results of the current projects being financed 
and the quality of project proposals received on an annual basis. 
 
Ambassador Zhang Yesui, Permanent Observer of the People’s Republic of China, 
mentioned his country’s continued cooperative efforts with the OAS, in spite of the global 
economic crisis. Ambassador Yesui expressed satisfaction with the success of the recently-
renewed five-year China-OAS Cooperation Fund, which provides US$1,000,000 to OAS 
projects, including delegation exchanges, personnel training and student scholarships. In 2009, 
China provided the OAS with a total of US$360,000 in cash and in-kind cooperation, and thus 
far in 2010, has programmed US$170,000 of the US$200,000 allocated out of the China-OAS 
Cooperation Fund.  
 
Ambassador Yesui reviewed the projects funded so far by China in 2010, including the OAS 
Electoral Observation Mission to Costa Rica, the Peace Fund, the Lecture Series of the Americas 
and Outreach Programs, Strengthening MESECVI for an appropriate response to violence 
against women, Network-based Capacity Building on Social Protection Strategies, and Central 
America Small Valley’s Flood Alert and Vulnerability Reduction Program. In total, it is 
estimated that China will provide over US$400,000 in cooperation with the OAS throughout 
2010. 
 
The Ambassador referred to China’s contributions of US$350 million to the Inter-American 
Development Bank, which it joined in January 2009. Half of these funds are used to establish a 
special fund to promote economic development in the region, capacity-building and 
competitiveness in small- to medium-sized enterprises.  
 
The Head of Delegation of Korea and Ambassador to Peru, Byung-Kil Han, emphasized his 
country’s efforts to endorse the principles of the OAS and its initiatives, including those in the 
promotion of democracy and in the defense of human rights. Korea’s past contributions to the 
Organization demonstrate an interest in collaborating on electoral observation in the Americas, 
education and youth – with aid allocated to the OAS Youth at Risk Program in Haiti, support to 
the Model OAS General Assembly (MOAS) and to the establishment of the Korea-OAS 
Internship Program in July 2009. Korea has already offered a total of US$200,000 in cash 
contributions to OAS programs in 2010. 
 
Ambassador Han also expressed his gratitude to OAS Secretary General Jose Miguel Insulza for 
joining the international community in condemning the North Korean attack on the Cheonon 
navy ship in March, and requested the support of the Member States on the international level if 
the situation were to merit further attention.  
 
The Permanent Observer of France to the OAS, Ambassador Pierre-Henri Guignard, 
commented on the importance of France’s relationship with the hemisphere based on its deep 
historic ties. As a result, France pays significant attention to the efforts of the Organization in 
promoting peace throughout the hemisphere. Ambassador Guignard remarked how France 
responded quickly and efficiently following January’s earthquake in Haiti, with an immediate 
contribution of $520 million toward its reconstruction, and a further intention to provide 
financial support to the modernization of its land registry system through the OAS. 
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Ambassador Guignard mentioned that security, human rights, justice and good governance are 
priorities for France in the region. France is committed to advancing development in the region, 
particularly in Central America, through contributions made to the bilateral and multilateral 
programs of the European Union. With the OAS, France has maintained its involvement with the 
inter-American system in three areas: through the participation of French judicial experts in a 
course on international law implemented by the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, financial support to 
the OAS Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, and counternarcotics efforts with the 
Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD).  
 
Ambassador Anne-Pascale Krauer-Müller, Head of Delegation of the Permanent Observer 
Mission of Switzerland to the OAS, reaffirmed her country’s commitment to upholding the 
OAS principles of democracy, human rights and the peaceful resolution of conflicts as well as 
respect for international law. In an effort to advance the long-standing relationship between the 
OAS and Switzerland, the Swiss have contributed to the recent OAS Electoral Observation 
Mission to Colombia by sending electoral observers, as well as participated in two rounds of the 
OAS Electoral Observation Mission in El Salvador, valued at US$157,000. 
 
Additionally, Switzerland recognizes the importance of the OAS Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression in making strides to ensure full compliance with international standards 
on freedom of expression. As a result, Switzerland will continue its support to the 
Rapporteurship with a US$40,000 contribution for 2010, to implement a project in the area of 
“Access to Information.” Switzerland will also provide a guest professor to participate in the 
OAS Course of International Law that occurs annually in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
 
At this point, Vice Minister Popolizio Baradeles invited the Heads of Delegation of the OAS 
Member States to make remarks in response to the first block of interventions by the Permanent 
Observers.  
 
The representative of Colombia, Vice Minister of Multilateral Affairs of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Ms. Adriana Mejia, expressed the appreciation of her Government for the 
technical and financial support from Permanent Observers to both the Mission to Support the 
Peace Process (MAPP/OEA) and to the strengthening of institutions in Colombia. This support 
has been very important to the efforts of achieving peace in the country, as well as to effective 
reintegration. She specifically highlighted the contributions from Spain, the Netherlands, 
Germany, Sweden, and Switzerland toward these efforts. She also mentioned cooperation for the 
recent and successful OAS Electoral Observation Missions in her country from Canada, Korea, 
USA and Sweden.  
 
The Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS, Ambassador Graeme Clark, 
commented on the impressiveness of the sustained commitment by Permanent Observers to the 
OAS. Canada, as both a Member State and primary donor to the Organization, looks forward to 
continuing discussions with other donors, including non-Member States, on priority issues in the 
Americas. Ambassador Clark requested that Permanent Observers consider opportunities for 
strengthening OAS systems in addition to their contributions to its current projects. 
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Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee, Permanent Representative from the Mission of 
Guatemala to the OAS, communicated his appreciation for this Dialogue, noting that it 
confirms an understanding of the values shared, as well as to the views of the challenges and 
opportunities in the region. The representative utilized this opportunity to thank the Permanent 
Observers, specifically Germany, Spain, the United Kingdom, China and Korea, for their support 
to the Peace Fund and its sub-fund for the resolution of the territorial dispute between Belize and 
Guatemala. 
 
The Head of Delegation of the United States of America and Permanent Representative to 
the OAS, Ambassador Carmen Lomellin, echoed the statements made by other delegations, 
and expressed the United States’ desire to continue developing synergies between Permanent 
Observers and the OAS Member States. The representative underscored that support by 
Permanent Observers to the programs of the Organization is very important for the livelihood of 
the OAS. 
 
The representative from Belize conveyed his gratitude to the Permanent Observers who support 
efforts for the peaceful resolution of the border dispute with Guatemala, and informed the 
participants of the Dialogue that they are working diligently to take the issue to the International 
Court of Justice. 
 
Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of the Mission of Haiti to the OAS, 
asserted that financial support by the Permanent Observers is an expression of solidarity to the 
important initiatives undertaken in the region, and in Haiti. Bearing this in mind, he thanked all 
of the countries that have contributed to the OAS and to those who are contributing to the 
reconstruction efforts in Haiti following the January 2010 earthquake. 
 
For their part, the representative of the Permanent Mission of Mexico to the OAS thanked the 
Permanent Observers for all of their support across all areas of the Organization. The Mexican 
Government also called the attention of the Permanent Observers to the Copenhagen Climate 
Change Summit, and to how joint efforts to protect the environment, reduce climate change, 
prepare for natural disasters and improve energy security can greatly contribute to the well-being 
of all people in the Americas. 
 
The Representative of Chile remarked that this Dialogue is a reflection of the shared interest 
from around the world on development in the Americas. The Dialogue also serves as an 
opportunity for Permanent Observers to inform OAS Member States on their activities in areas 
including the promotion of human rights, democracy, social development, and where they intend 
to focus their attention in the future. OAS Member States are pleased with the efforts of 
Permanent Observers in the region, and the Chilean Government is thankful for all of the support 
provided to the recovery efforts in that country following its recent earthquake. 
 
The Permanent Mission of Nicaragua, represented by Ambassador Denis Moncada, Permanent 
Representative to the OAS, extended its gratitude for the efforts of the Permanent Observers in 
the area of demining, where their support has contributed significantly to making the country 
free of landmines. 
  



 8 

At this point, Vice Minister Popolizio resumed the interventions of the Permanent Observers.  
 
Dorit Shavit, Deputy Director General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the State of 
Israel, mentioned the recently-signed Memorandum of Understanding between the OAS and 
Israel’s National Agency for International Development (MASHAV). The Agreement serves to 
demonstrate the country’s commitment to cooperation with the Organization in an array of areas, 
among which agriculture, aquaculture, tourism, education, social development, climate change, 
environment, employment, empowerment of women and the prevention of crime and terrorism.  
 
Ms. Shavit also reported that Israel’s support of the Young Americas Business Trust (YABT) is 
in its tenth year. With an in-kind contribution of nearly US$350,000 per year, the program has so 
far directly benefited over 22,000 young professionals from 29 regional countries by equipping 
them with the necessary tools to start their own businesses and become young entrepreneurs. 
Israel has also begun cooperation directly with the Inter-American Commission on Women 
(CIM) and the Inter-American Committee on Terrorism (CICTE) through inviting officials of 
OAS Member States and the General Secretariat to participate in seminars and training sessions 
on various themes of their respective areas.  
 
Ms. Shavit underscored the importance Israel places on humanitarian aid, discussing the 
immense relief operations that have been underway in response to the earthquake in Haiti. Israel 
is committed to building a youth village in Haiti that includes a school for 1,000 Haitian 
students, a kindergarten for 500 children, a vocational school, a community center, rehabilitation 
facilities and a medical clinic with housing for volunteers. This effort will be coordinated with 
the Government of Haiti and civil society organizations.  
 
Finally, Ambassador Shavit mentioned Israel’s seminars designed specifically for professionals 
from Latin America and the Caribbean on youth-oriented crime prevention. These seminars, at a 
cost of about US$150,000 annually, in addition to the programs to be negotiated through the 
implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding, are Israel’s contribution to the 
Organization.  
 
The Alternate Observer of the Permanent Observer Mission of the Republic of Austria to 
the OAS, Andreas Reicken, underscored the importance of the more than 30-year relationship 
between Austria and the OAS as a Permanent Observer. While the current economic crisis 
prevents Austria from contributing to OAS programs this year, Mr. Reicken took the opportunity 
to highlight some of their important cooperation initiatives with both the Americas, as a whole, 
and the OAS. Among these, Austria joined the “Energy and Environment Partnership with 
Central America” in 2007, through which the country will contribute a total of nearly $4.5 
million by 2012 for the development of renewable energy and the mitigation of global climate 
change. 
 
Additionally, Austria supports the “Caribbean Renewable Energy Development Program,” the 
“Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency” and also the “Latin American Energy 
Organization.” Mr. Reicken closed his address by reaffirming his country’s commitment to 
maintaining close cooperation with the Americas, not only bilaterally and through the OAS, but 
also through the various tools of European Union-Latin America and the Caribbean cooperation. 
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Ambassador Jean-Paul Senninger, Ambassador of Luxembourg and Permanent Observer 
to the OAS, briefly commented on the theme of this year’s General Assembly, “Peace, Security 
and Cooperation in the Americas,” stating that these three elements are mutually dependent, but 
that cooperation is the most vital. Ambassador Senninger emphasized Luxembourg’s dedication 
to aiding global development, citing the amount his country contributed last year as 1.04 percent 
of its GNI. Even with the global economic crisis, the Ambassador reaffirmed a commitment to 
cooperation with and support of the OAS, and confirmed that Luxembourg will support the 
following programs: US$65,000 toward the editing, translation, publication and distribution of 
the thematic report on youth justice in Latin America from the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights’ Rapporteur for the Rights of Children; and, US$5,000 to the Leo S. Rowe Fund 
of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development.  
 
Deputy Undersecretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey, 
Ambassador Selim Yenel, congratulated Secretary General Insulza for his reelection, and 
reiterated his country’s efforts to expand its foreign policy in Latin America and the Caribbean 
by building closer ties and diversifying its relations on both the bilateral and multilateral levels. 
In support of this commitment, Turkey has decided to increase its contribution to the OAS. 
Accordingly, the country will contribute US$40,000 to the Inter-American Committee against 
Terrorism’s program “Counter-terrorism Financing Capacity Building Project”, as well as an 
additional US$40,000 to the OAS Lecture Series of the Americas. 
 
Minister Counselor Maria Paula Cepeda of the Permanent Observer Mission of Portugal to 
the OAS, elaborated on her country’s involvement in the Americas. Portugal is not simply a 
Permanent Observer, but also an active participant in the entire inter-American system, including 
the Andean Development Corporation (CAF), the Fund for the Development of Indigenous 
Peoples of Lantin America and the Caribbean (Fundo para o Desenvolvimento dos Povos 
Indígenas de ALC), the Ibero-American Summit, and the Inter-American Development Bank. 
Ms. Cepeda communicated the support of the Portuguese Government to the initiatives and 
values espoused by the OAS, congratulating the Organization on the success achieved over the 
last 100 years.  
 
Minister Cepeda underscored the importance of OAS collaboration with the African Union, 
marked by the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding last October 2009. Portugal has 
provided financial support to the African Union for the establishment of a forum on democracy 
development. Finally, Ms. Cepeda lauded the efforts of the OAS and its Member States in the 
relief and construction in Haiti. Portugal, through the European Union and bilaterally, has 
contributed €1.3 million to Haiti’s immediate recovery efforts. Ms. Cepeda noted the next 
challenge will be the re-establishment of the electoral, civil and land registry systems for an 
effective and transparent election in the coming months. Ms. Cepeda similarly announced a 
contribution for the upcoming OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Haiti. 
 
Ambassador Shuichiro Megata, representative of Japan in Peru, affirmed his country’s 
interest in the goals of the OAS, including the promotion of peace, preservation of democracy 
and economic development. Ambassador Megata noted that Japan has made previous 
contributions to OAS Electoral Observation Missions and demining projects.  
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Bilaterally, Japan cooperates with Latin American countries on issues of health, education, and 
infrastructure, among others. Ambassador Megata made mention of Japan’s contribution of 
US$100 million to relief and reconstruction efforts in Haiti, as well as forces to the United 
Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH). The representative referenced the 
importance of the Forum for East Asia-Latin America Cooperation (FEALAC) as a positive 
outlet for further progress. Ambassador Megata did not announce any new contributory pledges 
from Japan. 
 
On behalf of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Russia, Ambassador Sergey Kislyak, 
Permanent Observer to the OAS, congratulated the OAS and its Member States for their 
achievements in strengthening democracy, human rights, and security in their efforts to fight 
drug trafficking, organized crime and arms smuggling. Russia maintains a strong interest in Latin 
America and the Caribbean and positive relations with many of the region’s nations. Bilaterally, 
Russia provided US$5 million to the recovery efforts in Haiti, and has pledged an additional $8 
million toward reconstruction. 
 
The Russian official expressed the support of his Government to the 2009 General Assembly 
decision nullifying the 1962 resolution on the expulsion of Cuba from the OAS, and his hopes 
that the situation in Honduras will be resolved soon. Ambassador Kislyak stressed that in efforts 
to maintain regional and international security, it will be vital to find solutions to current 
economic and social problems. The Ambassador referred to the interest of the Russian 
Government in expanding opportunities for collaboration with the Organization, particularly to 
the Inter-American Committee on Terrorism (CICTE) and the Inter-American Drug Abuse 
Control Commission (CICAD). Although he did not announce any new contributory pledges, 
Ambassador Kislyak requested that the OAS Member States consider joining the US-Russia 
Initiative to prevent nuclear terrorism in benefit of all countries of the region. 
 
The representative of the Permanent Observer Mission of the Kingdom of Thailand to the 
OAS, the Ambassador of Thailand in Peru, Udomphol Ninnad, remarked that his country is 
ever-expanding its presence in the Americas. Thailand opened an embassy in Peru three years 
ago and is in its final stage of negotiations for the early harvest Thailand-Peru Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA). With respect to Thailand’s cooperation with the OAS, the Ambassador 
highlighted achievements over the last five years in in-kind contributions. Thailand provides 10 
to 12 fellowships annually for OAS Member States in fields requested by the Member States 
through the OAS or the Forum for East Asia-Latin America Cooperation (FEALAC). In 2010, 
Thailand will provide fellowships in the fields of: grassroots economic development, income 
generation and poverty reduction, tourism in Asia, and SMEs Trade and Investment 
Opportunities.  
 
Dario Mihelin, Counselor and Head of Delegation for the Permanent Observer Mission of 
the Republic of Croatia, highlighted that there are over two million citizens of Croatian 
descent, including the fourth generation, living in OAS Member States. Understanding this 
relationship between Croatia and the Western Hemisphere, the country is seeking to further 
explore and develop new opportunities to strengthen cooperation. In this regard, Croatia supports 
efforts of regional integration and will continue to endorse the activities of the OAS, while 
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simultaneously supporting a closer dialogue between the Western Hemisphere and the European 
Union.  
 
On the theme of the Assembly, Mr. Mihelin remarked that during its tenure as Permanent 
Observer, Croatia has gained considerable experience in transforming itself into a peaceful, 
reconciled and developed country, capable of integration into the European and Euroatlantic 
systems. As such, the country participates in nine United Nations peacekeeping missions on four 
continents, including MINUSTAH in Haiti. Although the Alternate Observer did not announce a 
specific contribution to the OAS, Mr. Mihelin underscored that as the country continues to 
overcome the effects of the economic crisis, Croatia will be able to support the activities of the 
Organization.  
 
Ambassador Matjaž Šinkovec, Special Envoy of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Slovenia, stressed Slovenia’s dedication to the promotion of regional cooperation, 
both in Europe and in the Americas. Hoping to become more involved in the affairs of the 
Western Hemisphere and its regional organizations, Ambassador Šinkovec expressed Slovenia’s 
interest in sending participants for an OAS Electoral Observation Mission in the future. The 
country recently installed a cooperation presence in the Americas by contributing US$1.5 million 
to the humanitarian efforts in Haiti and by funding a bilateral demining project in Colombia. 
 
Ambassador of the State of Qatar in the United States and Permanent Observer to the 
OAS, Ali Bin Fahad Al-Hajri, stated that he is very proud of the developing relationship 
between Latin America and the Caribbean and Arab countries throughout the world. Within the 
Americas, Qatar currently provides support to Haiti with a US$20 million contribution to the 
recovery and reconstruction efforts, and supported the United States with US$100 million for 
recovery following Hurricane Katrina. Ambassador Al-Hajri further announced that his country 
is doubling its contribution to the Organization for 2010, now valued at US$20,000 for projects 
to be announced at a later date. 
 
In absentia, thru a written communiqué, Ambassador Yashar Aliyev of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan extended the solidarity of his country to those affected by the recent natural disasters 
in Haiti and Chile. Mr. Aliyev reaffirmed Azerbaijan’s dedication to working with the OAS and 
its support of common goals, such as economic development and security. In the realm of 
security, Mr. Aliyev stated that Azerbaijan continues to work toward combating international 
terrorism and encourages non-proliferation efforts. For its first financial contribution to the 
Organization, Azerbaijan pledged US$10,000 to the OAS Peace Fund, US$10,000 to the Inter-
American Children’s Institute, and US$5,000 to the Americas Magazine. 
 
Following the remarks by the Permanent Observer representatives, Vice Minister Popolizio 
welcomed the OAS Member States to make their second round of brief remarks in response to 
the interventions.  
 
The representative of the Permanent Mission of Barbados to the OAS reiterated that support 
from the Permanent Observers strengthens the work of the Organization, facilitates the effective 
execution of its initiatives, and contributes to the development of the people of the Americas. 
The representative remarked that as a young student she received a scholarship from the OAS to 
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study and she is now attending the GA in her capacity as Head of Delegation. As a result, 
Barbados welcomes scholarships and other in-kind contributions by Permanent Observers and 
Member States as they underscore the importance of human development. 
 
The Head of Delegation of the Permanent Mission of Bolivia and Permanent 
Representative to the OAS, Ambassador Jose Enrique Pinelo Navarro, extended his 
appreciation for the contributions his country has received, and the opportunity to interact with 
the Permanent Observers on the positive relationship developed with Latin America and the 
Caribbean. The Ambassador also emphasized the need to increase international efforts in the 
fight against illegal drugs.  
 
Lastly, the Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS, Ambassador Ruy de Lima 
Casães e Silva, acknowledged that his country is the only one in the region with a permanent 
presence in nearly all countries in hemisphere. This unique position provides Brazil with the 
opportunity to fully recognize how important the cooperation of Permanent Observers truly is, 
with some countries benefiting immensely from their support. In particular, the representative 
extended Brazil’s gratitude and acknowledged the tremendous support of Spain to the 
Organization and to the region overall. 
 
In conclusion, Secretary General Jose Miguel Insulza pointed out that the inter-American 
agenda reflects a wide array of topics, including the shared issues of democracy, security and 
drug trafficking. He mentioned that the OAS receives many mandates from its Member States 
and has very limited resources for implementation. As a result, Permanent Observer support to 
the Organization is fundamental to achieving its goals, especially in electoral processes. Indeed, 
many of the OAS Electoral Observation Missions have been carried out through the generous 
financing from Permanent Observers. Through the Dialogues like those realized during the 
General Assembly, the OAS Member States are provided with a substantial opportunity to hear 
the Observers’ views on their support, and on the critical issues of the inter-American agenda, 
for which he thanked them.  


