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FORTY-THIRD REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE HEADS OF DELEGATION, THE SECRETARY GENERAL AND THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL WITH THE HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE PERMANENT OBSERVER COUNTRIES ON THE THEME OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
“FOR A COMPREHENSIVE POLICY AGAINST THE WORLD DRUG PROBLEM IN THE AMERICAS”
Antigua, Guatemala - June 4, 2013
INTRODUCTION
The Dialogue between the Heads of Delegation and the Secretary General with the Heads of Delegation of the Permanent Observer Countries on the theme of the General Assembly was initiated in 2004 at the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly in Quito, Ecuador. This formal Dialogue, moderated by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the host country, is held prior to the inauguration of the General Assembly proceedings in order to exchange views on topics and priorities of the inter-American agenda in the region, particularly regarding the theme of the General Assembly.
The Dialogue was held on Tuesday, June 4, 2013 from 2:30 to 5:00 p.m. in the Mayor Room of the Hotel Santo Domingo in Antigua, Guatemala, and was moderated by Ambassador Luis Fernando Carrera Castro, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala. The objective of this Dialogue was to provide opportunities for the identification of programs and topics of common interest to Permanent Observers and Member States, strengthen cooperation and the exchange of information and best practices between them, as well as highlight the contributions made by Permanent Observers to OAS programs and projects.

This high-level discussion had the participation of 36 OAS Permanent Observer representatives, 26 of whom took the floor during the dialogue to express their views on the theme of the 43rd Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly “For A Comprehensive Policy Against The World Drug Problem In The Americas.” In addition, five OAS Member State delegations made interventions as part of the exchange of ideas that took place during the dialogue. 
This document provides a summary of the Dialogue, presenting the interventions of the OAS Permanent Observers and Member States in the order in which they were made. The text is based on both the transcript of the Dialogue as well as the official copies of the interventions received from Permanent Observers. 
The complete list of official interventions received to date can be found on the OAS Department of International Affairs website at: http://www.oas.org/en/ser/dia/perm_observers/dialogue_ga.asp
SUMMARY OF DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE HEADS OF DELEGATION, THE SECRETARY GENERAL AND THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL WITH THE HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE PERMANENT OBSERVER COUNTRIES ON THE THEME OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Ambassador Luis Fernando Carrera Castro, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala welcomed the participants to the Dialogue between the Heads of Delegation, the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General with the Heads of Delegation of the Permanent Observer countries in the context of the XLIII Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly and highlighted the importance of this exchange as a space to share ideas on issues of the Inter-American agenda, particularly on the proposed topic chosen by Guatemala for this OAS General Assembly, “For A Comprehensive Policy Against the World Drug Problem in the Americas,” as well as to recognize the support that Permanent Observers provide to the Organization in the implementation of the mandates entrusted to it by the Member States.

In his opening remarks, OAS Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza, expressed his gratitude to the support of Permanent Observers, which has been built on many years of cooperation in the search for shared solutions to challenges both at the regional and global levels. Secretary General Insulza emphasized that Permanent Observers demonstrate their solidarity with the region through their support to common priority areas, whether it be in the areas of democracy promotion, human rights, demining, conflict resolution, efforts to combat drug trafficking, anti-terrorism, fostering gender equality and sustainable development, among others, that correspond to common interests and the main goals of the Organization.

He noted that in 2012, Permanent Observers provided the OAS with more than US$14.6 million dollars in cash and in-kind contributions that supported the work of the OAS in all of its pillars. He highlighted as examples programs related to Democracy that received key contributions such as the Mission to support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP), the Universal Civil Registry and the Right to Identity Program (PUICA), the Belize-Guatemala Adjacency Zone Mission as well as Electoral Observation Missions. He highlighted the essential support provided to the Inter-American Judicial Facilitators Program by the Government of the Netherlands, as well as the contributions from Permanent Observers to strengthen all areas of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

Secretary General Insulza underscored the importance that the dialogue focus primarily on the issues related to the theme of the General Assembly, expressing that for the peoples of the Americas the point of view and experiences from Permanent Observers on the topic of drugs are very important for the Organization.

Secretary Insulza added that despite the fact all Member States and countries in general have global standards on the drug issues attached to the various UN conventions, and that even though the drug policies in the Americas have over 40 years of existence, there has never been a space for a in-depth bilateral dialogue, such as the one proposed for this meeting, to discuss the different proposals from Permanent Observers on the issue as well as to listen to the viewpoints of Member States.

At this point in the Dialogue, Permanent Observers were invited to take the floor in the order in which their official requests had previously been received as per the dialogue guidelines published to the Permanent Observers delegations in the weeks prior to the General Assembly.

The first delegation to be given the floor was Spain,  Pablo Gómez de Olea Bustinza, General Director for Latin America, underscored the efforts of the Secretary General to strengthen the dialogue with Permanent Observers and reiterated the appreciation and support of Spain to the work of the OAS in all fields. Since 1972, he noted, Spanish cooperation to the OAS has been reflected through its cooperation fund that dates from 2006, and recently renovated with the signing of the cooperation Agreement at the end on May 2013 with an amount of around US$3.7 million directed to support different projects in areas of interest to the OAS such as peace building, crisis prevention, protection of human rights, electoral observation missions, legal and judicial development as well as the issue at hand, the theme of the world drug problem.
Mr. Gómez de Olea congratulated the designation of the subject for this General Assembly, the world drug problem in the Americas, since it not only affects the American continent per se, but it has to be considered as everyone’s responsibility. He noted that the government of Spain has been following with great interest the process carried out by the OAS on this matter, highlighting the magnificent work being done by the Secretariat of Multidimensional Security of the OAS that culminated with the report on drugs submitted by the Secretary General on May 20, 2013. 

Mr. Gómez de Olea noted that Spain is very attentive to hear the different approaches that the participants will bring to the table during this discussion and during the General Assembly, and he shared the experiences that Spain has had to this extent and that has yielded to positive results in the Spanish fight against drugs. The Spanish model is based on a public health approach and a balanced combination of a reduction of supply and demand policy. This approach of the reduction on the demand of drugs makes special emphasis on the prevention and treatment of it. The starting point of this approach, he shared, is based on the respect of drug user’s human rights, treating them not as criminals but as citizens with rights to health services. This approach combined with a firm policy against drug production and trafficking, as well as other crimes associated with this issue such as money laundering or other types of traffic, have allowed Spain to fight what was called the “heroin epidemic” a phenomena observed in this country during the 80s. 
Mr. Gómez de Olea stated that it is evident that not all drug problems can be solved by applying this approach, but he indicated that he believes it is possible to maintain a drug policy focused on the the recovery of the consumer, both as a human being and as a patient in a framework of a policy focused on basic human rights without neglecting public safety nor the prosecution of crimes related to trafficking and production. Finally, he stated that Spain has been working for many years hand-in-hand with the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), with particular support to the SAVIA program, which has increased its importance in the Americas as it focuses on the reduction of the demand for drugs.

The floor was then given to the Head of Delegation of the Permanent Observer Mission of the European Union, Christian Leffler, Managing Director for the Americas of the European Union External Action Service. In his remarks, Mr. Leffler emphasized the importance of the Report on the Drug Problem presented by the OAS Secretary General, as the starting point for a process and debate not only for this General Assembly, but also for formulating new policy approaches on the drug problem that is being faced by many countries in the world. 

Mr. Leffler added that through some of the findings and scenarios presented in the Report on the Drug Problem, many elements of the European Union’s model and approach to combat the drug problem can be recognized, which must be combined with balanced supply reduction measures and a consistent demand reduction, taking into consideration that drug addiction is mostly a social and health issue; an illness. In this regard, he declared that law enforcement must address instead of drug addiction issues, priority strategic problems of trafficking and organized crime, finding a composite approach, bringing in elements of prevention, interdiction, integration, rehabilitation, and health care.

In saying this, Mr. Leffler stated that OAS support in the combat of the drug problem is very valuable. From the viewpoint of the European Union, they are keen to further their cooperation with their partners in the Americas, both politically and practically in the area related to the drug issues, putting aside outdated schemes that differentiated producer and consumer countries. He declared that Europe is not only a consumer but sadly also an important producer of certain types of synthetic drugs and that they share this responsibility since Latin America and the Caribbean are experiencing an alarming increase in drug demand.

Mr. Leffler explained the internal European Union dynamic, as well as its cooperation with the Latin America and the Caribbean countries in this area; although within the European Union they have succeeded in limiting some of the worst problems related to drugs, whether it is HIV/AIDS epidemics or the violence linked to drugs and organized crime, Illicit drugs still pose a complex social and health challenge that affects millions of people across their community. The European Union illicit drug market generates an estimated income of about 70 billion Euros a year, enabling criminal groups to invest in a large number of activities, both legal and illegal, which threaten the safety and the security of our societies. 
Mr. Leffler stated that tackling this phenomenon requires a long term approach, one that is multidisciplinary, and which should be developed as a balanced integrated policy in which drug demand and drug supply are combated with equal vigor, based on scientific evidence. Managing Director emphasized that for the European Union a broad policy has been laid down until 2020, recognizing that new psychoactive substances are one of the challenges in terms of drugs policies that need to be confronted more effectively in the years to come, alongside the policies towards traditional drugs, such as marijuana or coca-based drugs. 

The European Union strategy is to be implemented for two consecutive action plans (from 2013-16 and 2017 to 2020), explained Mr. Leffler, and will provide some of the parameters that might allow them to understand the inner workings related to drugs and drug markets to formulate policies for cooperation with other parts of the world. He stated that the EU-Latin American and Caribbean mechanisms for cooperation and coordination related to the drug issues will hold its next annual high level meeting in Quito on June 13-14 and that in this regard the European Union will launch a specific drug dialogue with Brazil later this year. Along these lines, the dialogue structure will be backed up with important packages of development cooperation targeting specifically the drug issue and related phenomena looking both at drug demand reduction and supply reduction as well as the phenomena of organized crime, human and arms trafficking, robberies, kidnapping, along with other security challenges that accompany the production and drug trafficking.
Mr. Leffler concluded his intervention by emphasizing the broad and strong support of the EU to the Organization of American States, by working together on political and security matters such as the Electoral Observation Missions in Paraguay, the support to the dispute in the adjacency zone between Belize and Guatemala, the promotion and protection of human rights based on shared values and principles, as well as to the Inter-American Court of human rights. Along the same lines, Mr. Leffler stressed the importance of the annual high level dialogues that the EU-OAS have developed and that have opened spaces for new areas of cooperation, enhancing the already fruitful relationship between the European Union and the Americas.
The floor was given to Ambassador Pierre-Henri Guignard, Permanent Observer of France to the OAS began his remarks by thanking the Guatemalan authorities for their invitation and warm welcome and introducing Ms. Michèle Ramis-Plum, Ambassador for the fight against organized crime of the Directorate of Strategic Affairs, Security and Disarmament of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of France. Ambassador Guignard then highlighted the strong interest of France in the theme of the General Assembly, as well as the commitment of his Government to the region and the strong ties that connect France and the peoples of the Americas.

In addition, Ambassador Guignard stressed that the Latin America and the Caribbean regions are a priority in France’s foreign policy, and that they are looking forward to further strengthening this relation based on representative democracy, and human rights, pillars of a fair and equitable citizenship, with long-term commitments as evidenced by the support of France to the OAS Electoral Observation Missions and to the Inter-American Human Rights System. In this regard, Ambassador Guignard declared that France has conferred with several Member States in response to the report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on the death penalty in the Americas, supporting the inclusion of this topic on the agenda of the next OAS General Assembly for the accession of all OAS Member States in the Protocol of the American Convention on Human Rights concerning the abolition of the death penalty.

Following these words, Ambassador Ramis-Plum began her remarks by emphasizing the desire of the government of France in cultivating and strengthening the bonds of friendship with the Americas. Ambassador Ramis-Plum declared that the impact of the drug problem in the Latin American and Caribbean countries is a source of serious concern since it affects the areas of security, the rule of law and governance, public health, social cohesion and development and urged an integral solution including the different elements of the problem based on the regional and international cooperation scenarios. 
Ambassador Ramis-Plum added that cocaine trafficking affects not only the stability of some states but also the criminal networks related to this issue, threatening regional and international stability. The drug trafficking toward North America, Europe and Africa weakens their different pathways and develops crime and violence along its way. The recent events in Mali have shown that the establishment of an organized crime syndicate made up of drug trafficking is fueling corruption and instability in this region, and providing funding for terrorist groups.

France has carefully studied the report of the General Secretariat of the OAS on the drug problem and wishes to acknowledge the work being done as a reflection that concerns the entire international community. This country welcomed the comprehensive approach of the Report on Drugs that is focused on health and social development. France is committed to a balanced approach to the drug problem, based both on reduction of the drug demand and supply. In this regard, Ambassador Ramis-Plum explained that the policies related to the demand reduction should combine a range of preventive measures, criminal, therapeutic and risk reduction. 
Ambassador Ramis-Plum stated that trafficking must be pursued through both national action and international cooperation; likewise, the international community must organize its response and join forces against organized crime. She added that the three United Nations conventions against drugs provide the common legal framework for such international cooperation and must be fully implemented and complemented by effective national policies to reduce demand.

Finally, Ambassador Ramis-Plum concluded that France has followed with great interest the work within the OAS and is fully committed to the principle of shared responsibility. In this spirit, she welcomed the space to share experiences and good practices, and declared that in March 2014, the Commission on Narcotic Drugs of the United Nations will evaluate the results of the global strategy against drugs and will establish a first assessment of this strategy, in view of the special session of the General Assembly on this topic in 2016. This review cycle open the door to new opportunities to give a renewed impetus to the fight against drugs. She finalized her intervention by adding that the French Republic is eager to work with all affected areas to strengthen the joint efforts against this phenomenon that affects the human development and the democracy.  


The floor was then given to the delegation of Italy. Ambassador Sebastiano Fulci, Permanent Observer of Italy to the OAS, began his remarks by praising the OAS and the Guatemalan Government for having taken the initiative to start an informed, serious debate on the 21st century strategy confronting the drug problem in The Americas. Ambassador Fulci stated that, “this debate will be based on the excellent report of the Secretary General on the topic, showing that there are no black and white, nor easy, solutions. Whatever the choices will be, in the end the most important thing is still enhancing the rule of law and the culture of legality, to ensure security and human rights in many of the countries of the Hemisphere, countries currently struggling to control huge parts of their territory that are being divided and consolidated under zones of influence by narcotraffickers and organized crime. Such entities (narcotraffickers and organized crime) are closely interlinked and - even if they are not always the same thing - they behave in the same ways: once they are radicated into society, they are very difficult to contrast.”
The Permanent Observer of Italy added that Italy is the only EU country that has been confronted – in most of its southern territory - for decades if not centuries, with the plague of organized crime, a dreadful phenomenon that does not allow the benefits of democracy to flourish, and hampers especially economic growth; and that in order to tackle this national plague Italy has during many years, often with the support of the EU, enacted complex and huge programs, that have been often successful, and could eventually be a model to follow in the Americas. 
The representative of Italy noted that the only problem of such programs lies in their enormous cost: He stated that, “just to give you an idea, the so called ‘National Operative Program’, denominated ‘Security for Development in Southern Italy’, and designed to create safe areas for companies (through new technology, video surveillance, training of police special forces and judges, etc…) had a cost of more than 1.2 billion from 2000 to 2006, and again, the same amount, from 2007 to 2013. Such investments were necessary to ensure the development of legal economy in southern Italy and contrast the societal and economic influence of organized crime and narcotraffickers.” 

Ambassador Fulci also specified that “among the Western Hemispheres Organizations, only SICA is devoting great financial donations to projects that enhance security in the strategic region of Central America, but their total amount is far less than what is devoted to similar issues in Italy, and mainly concentrated on prevention activities (simply because this is what usually Development Cooperation Funds can finance). Similar initiatives have also been enacted by Italy bilaterally in Guatemala through multiyear programs designed to prevent young people from joining the gangs or pandillas, as well as for supporting local municipalities projects for youth job training. Similar activities are also being financed in El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua but we must realize that prevention is only a minor part of the equation.  Thanks to transnational organized crime Central America is a real "highway" of drugs headed to the U.S. and European market, so the answer must be transnational. As SICA understood, such answers can be given only through real cooperation focusing on the five main challenges deriving from the plague. The latter include interrupting the routes of drugs; fighting corruption and impunity; training of the security forces and the judiciary; providing security to judges, prosecutors and witnesses; seizing and confiscating the proceeds of illicit trafficking (thanks to the research and traceability of financial proceeds from drug trafficking). In these fields Italy has gained a solid expertise internationally recognized, and has developed special anti-mafia institutions, laws and investigation processes that are being gradually adopted - through the ongoing so called ”Plan de Apoyo” (in the framework of SICA)- to some Central American authorities. This Italian program is giving, to the judiciary and to police forces, the special tools and training needed to fight organized crime and drug trafficking. Its success, and the need to persevere in such an area, is the reason why Italy has co-financed in 2011 a small OAS project on the fight against organized crime in Central America. But given the magnitude of the task, I really hope that the OAS Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized crime will be enacted, and the related fund, created.”
Ambassador Fulci stated that apart from Central American countries, Mexico is also interested in Italian know how, and is considering some bilateral cooperation activities (that include training), while setting up a new type of “Gendarmerie”, similar to the Italian Carabinieri, in order to strengthen control of its territory. “I would not be surprised if some other countries would express a similar interest” he said. 

Finally the Italian representative pointed out that, “Italy will continue to be a world model for the recovery of the drug addicted, performed in many health structures (including, on some occasions, in the ones of the Sovereign Order of Malta located in Latin America), as well as in the rehabilitation and social reintegration of prisoners (often addicted as well) through professional training. In the latter, an interesting model of private – public partnership is being performed in some Brazilian jails, with the support of FIAT, that recently received an important World Bank award.”   

To sum up, Ambassador Fulci indicated that “the powerful pervasive influence of Organized Crime in the Americas needs to be confronted with a special regime, enacted by a special legislation and powerful uncontaminated Institutions. Huge financial means are essential for building up such regime, and it is therefore necessary to find them. Since an increasingly intense multilateral effort has started to this end in the Americas, and given the Italian great experience in this field, Italy reaffirms its commitment to grant its support, through know how and effective contributions.” 

The Ambassador ended his remarks by expressing his thanks and congratulations to the Secretariat and the Member States for the efficient and fruitful preparatory work, as well as to the Government of Guatemala for the magnificent organizational effort to host this important event and would like to renew his best wishes for a most successful 43rd Session of the General Assembly.
The floor was then given to the delegation of Germany, Ambassador Thomas Karl Neisinger, Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean of the Foreign Office of Germany expressed his Government’s support to the programs and initiatives of the OAS. An example of this commitment, Director Neisinger added, has been observed through the substantial increase of the German contributions to OAS projects to the point that in 2012 Germany became the fourth largest donor among Permanent Observers. Along these lines, in 2013 Germany has commited to support the successful project in Colombia in the framework of the Mission to Support the Peace Process (MAPP) and commended the government of Colombia for its proven and balanced approach to solve the oldest and most violent internal conflict in the continent. In addition, Germany has supported the Inter-American Human Rights System (IAHRS) through its project to improve access to justice and has closely followed the IAHRS’ current discussion to reforming the system since Germany considers the IAHRS as a tremendous success story and an example to follow in other regions.
With regards to the comprehensive policy against the world drug problem in the Americas, Ambassador Neisigner noted that Germany is well aware that discussing this issue is vital to sustaining the political, social and economic development of all countries affected. Germany’s drug policy has been guided by the concept of putting human beings at its core. Germany’s national strategy is built on four pillars: prevention, treatment and rehabilitation, harm reduction, and finally, repression. The decreasing trend in consumption of most illicit drugs, the decreasing number of deaths related to drugs, and the increasing number of people in therapy gives this government the certainty that they are following the right path at the national level. Worldwide, Ambassador Neisinger stated that greater emphasis is being placed on supply reduction, and law enforcement policies; however the same importance and priority should be given to demand reduction strategies. 
Ambassador Neisigner emphasized that Germany’s first priority will always be drug consumption; fighting the smuggling of illicit drugs is not only a task of the countries dealing with the drug production, but also the duty of all countries affected by the drug trade. In this regard, Germany is committed to the Latin America and Caribbean regions on international cooperation regarding the drug problem. Finally, Germany greatly appreciated the growing efforts of the OAS to address the problem of illicit drugs via the proposed regional and multinational approaches and noted that it will continue to participate in and support efforts that address local threats posed by narco-trafficking cartels and organized crime. 
The floor was then given to the delegation of Israel, Ambassador Pinchas Avivi, Political Director for Multilateral, Global and Strategic Affairs of the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs addressed the audience by highlighting the importance on the central theme for this General Assembly, and stressing that a comprehensive policy against the world drug problem in the Americas is one of the most important issues and a central focus of cooperation between the countries of the Americas and Israel. Israel has proven its expertise in the fight against the use of drugs, consumption prevention, and educational efforts to inform of and highlight the dangers of the use of drugs. Israel has proven successful in the common fight against drugs through the enforcement of actions, cooperation and the exchange of information in prevention policies in this area. 
Ambassador Avivi noted that Israel can make valuable and significant contributions to the Americas with regards to tackling the causes and reasons of drug use and trade through the implementation of cooperative activities to develop rural areas and to broaden the educational field which would help reduce the reasons for drug use. Ambassador Avivi also commented that Israel has adopted the Millennium Development Goals as a global and strategic decision that will benefit not only its community but also the international community by developing better working conditions, health services, education access and the role of women in society
The floor was then given to the delegation of the United Kingdom, Ms. Kate Smith, Director for the Americas of the United Kingdom Foreign and Commonwealth Office and Head of Delegation, welcomed the initiative of the Government of Guatemala to bring the focus of the General Assembly to discuss drug policy and she emphasized that policy should be discussed, challenged and reviewed, and above all, be driven by clear evidence and analysis. In this regard, the United Kingdom representative highlighted the important work of the OAS related to the future of the drug policy including the publication of the ground breaking report “The Drug Problem in the Americas”.

In this regard, the government of the United Kingdom is building on the commitment to review its 2010 Drug Strategy, to assess new evidence on what works in other countries and what the United Kingdom can learn from these experiences, to conduct a study on international comparatives to learn more from the approaches taken in other countries and to inform the future of the drug policy debate. Along these lines, the Director of the Americas acknowledged on behalf of her country the shared responsibility to tackle the drugs trade, primarily committed to a balanced approach that seeks to prevent and reduce the demand for drugs with a particular emphasis on improved information, education and early intervention with young people and other at risk groups; secondly, to restrict the supply of illicit drugs by applying robust sanctions for suppliant possession; and thirdly to build a recovery system which diverts individuals into appropriately tailored treatment to support encourage and challenge the behavior and enable the recovery.
 In her closing remarks, Director Smith stated that the United Kingdom remains committed to addressing the drug problem in the Americas through the support to enforcement agencies in Latin America and the Caribbean and through capacity building and cooperation, both in interdiction and prosecution, and by welcoming an effective international debate on how we can work together to ensure a global approach to drugs.
After this first round of interventions from OAS Permanent Observers, the Chair then offered the floor to OAS Member State delegations.

The floor was given to the delegation of Mexico, Ambassador Joel Hernández García, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, started his intervention by making reference to the interventions that were heard from Permanent Observers, particularly in regards to the conclusions that the drug problem is a global problem with a shared responsibility and is a concern to all. Ambassador Hernández García also emphasized that there is a shared vision of drug treatment in many countries and noted that in Mexico it is also viewed from a health perspective. The Permanent Representative of Mexico reminded that in 2016 all regions of the world will discuss this challenge in the United Nations Special Assembly; and that the OAS Secretary General has started a long-overdue debate, which is providing an excellent opportunity to intensify the dialogue between Member States and other countries.
In this regard, Ambassador Hernandez suggested that in the subsequent stages of the discussion of the Report on Drugs in the Americas the OAS, the dialogue should be opened to other regions, thus making an effective use of the existing cooperation agreements between the General Secretariat and other international agencies in the region to strengthen the debate and to be better informed in order to tackle this challenge as a global responsibility. 
The floor was then given to the delegation of Brazil, Ambassador Carlos Henrique Moojen de Abreu e Silva, Director of the Department of the United States, Canada and the Inter-American Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Brazil began by thanking the OAS for publishing the Report about the problem of drugs in the Americas, highlighting the quality of the analysis in this document and noting that it will undoubtedly contribute to the discussions to take place in the framework of the OAS.

Ambassador Moojen de Abreu e Silva also thanked the observer countries and their representatives for their interest in the theme of the General Assembly, for their important and informative interventions and the different initiatives of cooperation that their countries have with the region, in particular with Brazil. Director Moojen de Abreu e Silva underscored that international cooperation is fundamental to adequately combat the problem of drugs at a global and regional level and in our individual countries.

Ambassador Moojen de Abreu e Silva then presented the state of the debate on this matter in Brazil. He noted that Brazil has not decriminalized possession or consumption of drugs. Law 11343 of 2006 established the National System of Public Policies on Drugs which has made a clear distinction between drug addicts and users on one side, and traffickers in the other. Users and drug addicts are no longer subject to deprivation of liberty, but to socio-educational measures applied by special criminal courts. Brazilian law is in accordance with the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs approved by the United Nations in 1961 and subsequent international instruments. Nevertheless, there is an intense legislative movement from Brazilian civil society with proposals to change the current policy and current Brazilian law on the subject. In May 2013, for example, a group of Brazilian scientists and experts, as well as former ministers of State such as Minister Sergio Resendiz, former Minister of Science and Technology and José Gomez Temporão, former Health Minister, who circulated the petition advocating that the law should be amended to decriminalize possession while maintaining the criminalization of trafficking. The Federal Government of Brazil considers that the debate proposed by civil society is of great importance for the country to move forward in improving their policies on the subject. At the present time, the Brazilian government's intention is to change the existing drug law with respect to decriminalization. The law 11343 is considered an improvement over the previous legislation.

Ambassador Moojen de Abreu e Silva then went on to explain that in order to effectively disseminate and implement this law, the federal government has been investing in the training of public safety and judiciary professionals. Besides the National Council of Drug Policy (CONAD), a body composed of representatives of the government; civil society members are currently reviewing the matter and will submit suggestions on the issue of decriminalization in Brazil.
The floor was then given to the delegation of Chile, Counselor Frank Tressler, Representative of the Mission of Chile to the OAS acknowledged the importance of the Report on Drugs presented at the end of May, 2013, which he qualified as a milestone to start a dialogue on the drug problem, as well as to generate policies and strategies to face this issue. Counselor Tressler expressed appreciation for the opportunity to participate in the dialogue with Permanent Observers, with whom he expressed agreement on two premises regarding the drug problem. First, that it is a global problem. Mr. Tressler noted that there are not only north-south routes and vice-versa, but also the availability of young people to access information on the manufacture of synthetic drugs via the internet. Therefore, it is imperative to strengthen the ties between Member States and Permanent Observers to tackle these issues, which will allow for a comprehensive approach to address the different aspects of the problem.

Counselor Tressler stressed the appreciation of his Government to the cooperation from Permanent Observers participating in this dialogue; highlighting not only the financial cooperation addressed to combat the drug problem, but also the cooperation directed to related issues, such as development, which creates opportunities for young people to avoid the temptation of drugs and promotes a critical exchange of experiences on topics such as rehabilitation and prevention.

To conclude, Mr. Tressler supported the proposition of the Permanent Representative of Mexico to open this discussion to other regions, and encouraged the exchange of experiences of the Permanent Observers to broaden the dialogue on the Report on Drugs.

The floor was then given to Ambassador Andrés Gonzalez Diaz; Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS emphasized the cultural history of Guatemala as a source of pride for the Americas, and also noting appreciation for addressing the problem of drugs as a world problem. 

Ambassador Gonzalez also recognized the efforts of the Secretary General and the OAS on its historical achievement to deliver the Report on Drugs, which he stated will allow for a significant dialogue. The Ambassador emphasized that a first objective is to attain global legitimacy for dialogue on this subject. He noted the value the Report will have as leaders can use its inputs to help make public policy decisions. He agreed that the drug problem is truly global—referencing the fact that about 1% of the world’s GDP is measured in the drug trade. He also noted that about 5% of the world’s population consumed some sort of drug. In the case of Latin America, there were over 150,000 homicides in only one year for different reasons, so there is fundamental need to continue efforts to cooperate, and exchange experiences to find different strategies to tackle this problem.

Ambassador Gonzalez then thanked all the countries that have been collaborating with Colombia, particularly in regards to support to the Peace Process in Colombia. He ended by insisting that the only road is that of cooperation and understanding, and emphasized the need to consider diverse strategies, as well as a revision of current strategies in the Americas in order to explore the new approaches.  

At this time, the Chair opened up the floor to Permanent Observers for a second round of interventions.

The floor was then given to the delegation of Sweden. Deputy Jonas Lovén, Head of the Americas Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated Sweden’s appreciation for the openness of the OAS to provide these occasions for Permanent Observers to have a dialogue with its Member States. He stated that the General Assembly is also a very viable location to interact with he OAS and with its Member States and noted with appreciation the OAS’ role as a builder of peace and democracy across the Americas. He expressed satisfaction that Sweden has been able to contribute and collaborate as a partner with the OAS on a number of projects and initiatives. As a builder of peace, Sweden stated that it is logical that the OAS addresses the drug problem, which is perhaps the major security problem of this continent. He recognized the enormous sacrifices that many American countries have made, including Guatemala, and shared the view that the combat of drugs is a global problem, a shared responsibility, that needs to be addressed in multifaceted and flexible ways. Deputy Lovén noted that the framework for Sweden’s international cooperation continues to be the three UN Conventions on narcotics. The Swedish Representative welcomed the report of the OAS and noted that it is a valuable contribution for national considerations. 
Ambassador Lovén ended by noting that the OAS Human Rights bodies and system are a source of admiration and inspiration to other parts of the world, including Europe. The jurisdiction emanating from the bodies are of great relevance to other human rights bodies across the world. He indicated that Sweden has followed the past year’s discussion on reforming the Inter-American Human Rights Commission and while noting that all institutions can be improved and none should be above scrutiny, signaled that there would be much to lose if the Commission’s independence would be put in jeopardy. In that regard, they viewed the outcome of the Extraordinary General Assembly on March as very positive and welcomed that a solid majority of OAS Member States defended the independence of the Human Rights Commission.

The floor was then given to the delegation of Switzerland, Ambassador Philippe Guex, Deputy Secretary of State for the Americas of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs echoed sentiments that the drug issue affects us all and cannot be tackled by each country on its own.  He expressed that Switzerland welcomes the initiative of Guatemala to put the topic on the agenda of this General Assembly. He also noted that Switzerland is following with great interest the debates in this region and welcomes the discussion regarding alternative approaches. In their view, it is important to adopt a multisectoral approach in order to confront the drug problem; therefore they noted with great interest the recent report published by the OAS Secretary General regarding possible scenarios for tackling the drug problem in the Americas. 
Ambassador Guex explained that since the 90s Switzerland has followed a drug policy that is based on a multisectoral approach, emphasizing that they are with other countries frontrunners in this regard, and that they have been scrutinized, but not necessarily criticized, by the UN drug policy bodies for many years. Ambassador Geux outlined that Swiss drug policy combines four aims: first, prevention, which endeavors to reduce the number of new consumers; second, therapy and reintegration, through which they assist drug addicts in giving up drugs and in reintegrating into society, this covers prescription of heroin and low threshold methods of treatment; third, through harm reduction, Swiss drug policy attempts to reduce damage to the health of drug addicts, including drug injection rooms under medical control and syringe exchange programs; fourth, control and repression. 
Lastly, Ambassador Guex explained that Swiss drug policy aims at protecting society from the effects of the drug problem and at fighting against organized crime. As a result they have observed within the last ten years to fifteen years a significant decrease in drug-related deaths and in drug-related crime. The general health of drug addicts has improved and the open drug scenes have disappeared. Against this background, they seek to exchange experiences with other states and international organizations on how the challenges posed by the drug problem can best be addressed. 

The floor was then given to the delegation of Japan, Ambassador Hiroshi Takano, Special Assistant to the Minister for Foreign Affairs expressed the deep interest of Japan in the OAS and recognition of the contribution realized by the OAS to achieve peaceful and stable development of the member states. He also noted the friendly relationship that Japan has with all the OAS member states and the rapid growth of Japanese investment in the region in the last several years. 

Ambassador Takano made reference to the visit of Minister Fumio Kishida to Latin America in April of this year and how the Japanese Foreign Minister emphasized that this region has become the growth center of the world economy and in which the rule of law and democracy have been established. He expressed that Japan recognizes the states in Latin America and the Caribbean as important partners and will continue strengthening these relationships. Under this framework, Japan has granted bilateral cooperation mainly in the fields of health, education, infrastructure, and the formation of small and medium enterprises with the objective of supporting the effort to build a base for sustainable development, to reduce poverty, to create a more equal society, and to consolidate peace. Moreover, in November of this year Japan will celebrate the Business Forum, Japan, Latin America and the Caribbean, organized by the IDB to offer an opportunity for the companies of both regions to meet. Japan has designated the year 2014 as the year of friendship between Japan and CARICOM to strengthen our good friendships. 

Ambassador Takano stated that the drug problem is a serious threat to the region’s security and the international community has to take cooperative measures. The Japanese Diplomat made reference to Japan’s participation in the International Conference on Drugs celebrated in Peru, stating that Japan considers this problem to be a threat to mankind’s dignity as well as complications that the insecurity that drug trafficking carries turns into a problem for investment for Japanese companies. Japan has been supporting the OAS efforts by granting US $2.2 million for CICAD, and has also contributed to CEDRO projects, among others. Japan has offered support to alternative development considering the drug problem from the point of view of human security. Ambassador Takano expressed that while these efforts do not always reach their objective in the short term, they help to realize a more sustainable socio-economic development. The Japanese Representative also made note of Japan’s contribution to the United Nations Human Security Fund, which has supported the formation of a sustainable society through Community Building and finished by reiterating Japan’s solidarity with the OAS and its Member States that suffer from the drug problem, and expressed their will to continue cooperating with the OAS.   
The floor was then given to the delegation of the Russian Federation, Ambassador Sergey Kislyak, Permanent Observer of the Russian Federation to the OAS expressed that for Russia it is very important to learn more about the cooperation that countries are developing in fighting one of the biggest problems of this century. As a huge country that faces so many challenges of security, Russia considers drug trafficking and other drug threats as serious national security issues. He agreed that drug trafficking is a global issue, noting that drug flows for Russia come from both the south and the west. He noted that many drugs pass through their country and end up on the streets and killing young people. He affirmed Russia’s belief that the global issue has to be dealt with on a global basis and congratulated the countries of the region for attempting to develop a common strategy that could make the region a better partner for other parts of the world. Ambassador Kislyak expressed anticipation at learning more about the future policies of OAS in this field and the potential partnerships this could entail. The Russian Diplomat stated that Russia was also looking forward to working with OAS countries on the legal bases established in the UN conventions, agreeing that these conventions are good departure points for building global cooperation. 
Ambassador Kislyak acknowledged that Russia understands that not all the partners in the OAS have the same capacity to fight drug problems and as such they are trying to be more practical in their cooperation with different countries of the region. He noted specific examples of a project in Nicaragua where Russia created a center to train drug police for Central America, and of their discussion with Peru for similar type training. The Russian Representative admitted that while countries know how to best address their fight against drug trafficking, they can learn much from those best practices that are being applied in other parts of the world.

The floor was then given to the delegation of Estonia, Head of Estonian delegation Mr. Mart Laanemäe, Undersecretary for Europe and Transatlantic Relations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, noted that Estonia has been a Permanent Observer for eleven years and that this would be their first intervention in these Dialogues. The Estonian Representative explained that even though his country is small and far from the region, it is important for them to offer encouragement to the work of the OAS. 
Undersecretary Laanemäe concurred with European Union colleagues on issues previously mentioned, and made several other specific points related to the policies of Estonia. First, Estonia promotes free trade and investment worldwide, which entails not only facilitating free trade but also paying attention to preventing illegal trade.  Mr. Laanemäe noted that drug trafficking is a worldwide problem and Estonia is not only affected as a destination, but Estonians who have engaged in drug trafficking are imprisoned worldwide and are creating an additional unwanted strain on their limited resources. He indicated that need for a strong, joint, transatlantic effort to combat drug trafficking and expressed Estonia’s full support for the efforts of the OAS to this end. The Undersecretary stated Estonia’s belief that it is useful to find more ways of using digital solutions to combat drug trafficking, highlighting their promotion of digital issues worldwide, especially e-government. The Diplomat also highlighted that Estonia is considered to lead the world in Internet freedom and as such, places great important on this issue. Estonia also places great importance on human rights and as a new member of the Human Rights Council, together with nine OAS members, fully supports the OAS Human Rights system. 

The floor was then given to the delegation of Serbia, Ambassador Wladimir Petrovic, Permanent Observer of the Republic of Serbia to the OAS noted that the Republic of Serbia deems the OAS as one of the leading regional platforms in the world to promote democracy, good governance and human rights, to foster peace and security, and to fight against poverty, corruption, organized crime and terrorism. He highlighted Serbia’s continued interest in the activities of the OAS and the topics of the Agenda of the General Assembly as well as in the outcome of the proceedings. 
Ambassador Petrovic made reference to the signing of Memorandum of Understanding between Serbia and the OAS nearly three years ago and how it has fostered a new sense of partnership, by facilitating an increase in all around cooperation in a number of areas. He noted particularly the hundreds of scholarships that Serbia has made available for students from a number of Latin American and Caribbean States to attend the University of Belgrade. Serbia has also made an effort to participate in numerous OAS programs, such as the OAS-led monitoring mission to St. Vincent and the Grenadines and has reinforced their contingent of special police officers in Haiti operating under the mandate of the UN. He also noted that in 2011, Serbia lent its support to OAS-led capacity building programs for National Election Commissions as well as Election Monitoring missions in Guyana and Nicaragua. Their 2012 contribution to the OAS budget was earmarked for the small tourism enterprise network designed to provide greater access to affordable training and technical programs for small business owners. This year the contribution will be earmarked to OAS Policy Roundtables contributing to the hemispheric debate on political security and development challenges of the Americas and the sub-regional forum on the financing of political campaigns in the Caribbean.

Ambassador Petrovic expressed that Serbia fully supports the concerted efforts of the OAS to fight organized crime, especially in the field of combating drug trafficking. He explained that coordinating police measures together with harmonizing national crime prevention mechanisms and legal frameworks are critical to effectively combating this transnational scourge, its root causes as well as its effects. 
Ambassador Petrovic explained that in southeast Europe Serbia has a zero tolerance policy in their own regional efforts to eliminate the threat posed by organized criminal networks, especially international drug traffickers. He noted that Serbia has increased police and judicial cooperation with a number of western hemisphere countries and this proactive approach has resulted in a number of successful joint operations against large scale smugglers and traffickers. Ambassador Petrovic expressed satisfaction that Serbia is now one of the Americas foremost European partners in combating transatlantic drug trafficking, which has resulted in a seizure of several tons of cocaine off shores of South America, jointly with services from different Latin American countries, including Uruguay. He explained that in this way Serbia demonstrates that it is an equal and reliable partner in the common fight against this global threat. In regards to international cooperation, he referenced a memorandum of cooperation in fighting organized crime that was signed with Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay, and noted that others are in the process of being signed. He emphasized that further enhancing the institutional framework of Serbian law enforcement cooperation will remain a priority in accordance with their commitment to advance common security. 
Ambassador Petrovic then underscored that a particular problem in combating illicit drug trafficking is the fact that certain types of narcotic drugs, mostly heroin, are stored in the territory of the Republic of Serbia, specifically in the territory of Kosovo province. From there, the heroin is distributed to Western European countries through various channels. He emphasized that it is precisely the inability to control this part of Serbian territory, where ethnic Albanians have declared secession in defiance of relevant UN resolutions, which has caused problems not only in Serbia but also in other countries where these narcotics reach their end users. Ambassador Petrovic explained that this is one of the reasons why the Republic of Serbia kindly urges all non-recognizing OAS countries to maintain their reservation with regards to the ethnically motivated attempt at secession. The Serbian Representative went on to indicate that this will help prevent the creation a dangerous and destabilizing global precedent, and will contribute to maintaining a healthy international environment within which the negotiations between Serbia and Pristina can continue and ultimately produce a comprehensive settlement acceptable to both parties.

The floor was then given to the delegation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Guatemala Jan Jaap van de Velde, Head of the Dutch Delegation began by noting that the Netherlands is the largest donor among Permanent Observer countries to the projects of the Organization of American States, with most of these funds dedicated to the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators. He underscored that this contribution reflects the interest that the Netherlands has towards the cooperation with the OAS, the biggest and inclusive regional organization in the occidental hemisphere. The Ambassador of the Netherlands thanked the host country Guatemala as well as Secretary General Insulza for the new structure of the Assembly Dialogue since this change allows for a more precise discussion of the subject, thus the deepening the dialogue. 
Ambassador van de Velde expressed that the subject of the drug problem in America is very relevant and timely and that the report presented on 17 May, 2013 provides a precise analysis of the difficulties and consequences of this issue, not only for America but also for continents such as Africa and Europe. He outlined that the drug issue requires different points of view and an open exchange of these ideas. As such, he noted that the participation of third parties is of great importance, including the policies such as those in the Netherlands that focus on public health and prevention. He explained that these are reasons why the Kingdom of the Netherlands promotes dialogue with all interested parties on all the different dimensions of the issue: prevention, security, public health and taxation. The government of the Netherlands is very capable to share its experiences in this field. 
In this context, the Ambassador van de Velde reminded that the Netherlands and the OAS concluded a Memorandum of Understanding on multidimensional security, which covers cooperation and sharing of information in the field of fighting drug trafficking, money laundering and transnational organized crime. He emphasized that the administration of justice is an indispensable element in the rule of law and the fight against impunity. In this framework, the Netherlands has contributed US$14 million dollars to the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators. This project has been implemented several (six) member states of the OAS and is to begin in other countries. He elaborated that this approach contributes to addressing the drug issue through a broader and more institutional perspective. 
Ambassador van de Velde informed of Netherland’s cooperation with the so-called San Jose Treaty, which concerns cooperation in suppressing illicit maritime and air trafficking in narcotics and psychotropic substances in the Caribbean. He explained that this agreement creates a legal framework for maritime cooperation in order to facilitate the interception of drug transport in this region. The treaty intends to utilize all available measures to combat the drug trafficking in this region, especially to all the islands and states which may not have the necessary recourses to protect the rule of law, all while maintaining national sovereignty. He asked that all the states of the region to join this effort and become signatories to the San Jose Agreement. 

The floor was then offered to the delegation of the Principality of Monaco. Ambassador Guilles Noghès,               Permanent Observer of Monaco to the OAS expressed that no country can ignore the problems raised by drugs, especially the threats that they represent to the health of young people, to the dignity of women and children, and to the lives of millions of human beings affected by the violence that is often related to organized crime. Ambassador Noghès also noted the negative influence of drugs on the environment and development. As a consequence, Monaco has signed the Hague Convention and has signed different United Nations Conventions against the illicit traffic of narcotics and against transnational organized crime. He also stressed that the Government of Monaco pays great attention to strengthening the fight against money laundering, terrorism financing and corruption. 

Ambassador Noghès indicated that the OAS Report on Drugs allows for a consideration of a new and different approach to the drug problem and recognized that the suggestion from the Guatemalan Minister of Foreign Relations, Luis Fernando Carrera Castro for a new hemispheric politic focused primarily on knowledge, analysis and science. He also informed of the effective work of Monaco to provide mutual assistance in the fight against narcotics, citing the establishment of six commissions in Monaco dedicated to narcotics affairs. 

Ambassador Noghès ended by reminding that Prince Albert II from Monaco regularly visits OAS member states either officially or in the framework of international projects. The Monegasque Diplomat made specific mention of a recent visit in February 2013 to Haiti where the Prince he met with President Martelly and the special envoy from the UNESCO before the inauguration of a primary school at Port-au-Prince whose construction had been made possible with the support of the humanitarian organization “Monaco Collectif Hait.”
The floor was then offered to the delegation of Croatia, Ambassador Josip Paro, Permanent Observer of Croatia to the OAS emphasized that since the fight against illicit drug production, trafficking and abuse is a global challenge, and it demands a global response. Ambassador Paro stated that comprehensive and multisectoral strategies must be developed by every nation and that these strategies should be incorporated into an effective network of even closer international collaboration. He noted that as a Permanent Observer at the OAS, the Republic of Croatia strongly supports these efforts among the member states. 
Ambassador Paro explained that as a country that finds itself on the entrance point of one of the main European drug trafficking routes, the so-called Balkan route, Croatia has very keen interest in the success of the efforts o the OAS in this area and also works hard at the national level to make itself a capable and effective collaborator on the European, regional and the global level. He noted that Croatia actively participates in the work of the UN Office of Drugs and Crime, in particular within its Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND), where they have been reelected for the period from 2014 to 2017. He explained that in this framework Croatia is looking forward to extending cooperation with the countries of the Americas. The Croatian Representative also made reference to the active participation of Croatia in the UN DOC regional program for Southeast Europe where they have recently implemented cooperation projects in the fields of prevention, re-socialization, as well as structuring and coordinating intergovernmental drug policies. 
Croatia also supports the work and actions of the Paris Pact, which is an important international tool for the suppression of drug trafficking from Afghanistan. In the European framework, Croatia remains active within the working group for drugs of the European Council and also closely follows the activities of the European Monitoring Center for Drug Addiction in Lisbon. Croatia also remains dedicated to the activities of the Council of Euro’s Pompidou Group, an important body that serves as the major connecting body between the EU Member States and other countries of Europe. 
On the global level besides the cooperation within the UN framework, Croatia welcomes and strongly supports further strengthening of close and structured cooperation among the OAS Member States and looks forward to an increased bilateral cooperation with them on the issues related to the topics of this General Assembly. Within the framework of the CND, there have been ample talks aimed at improving bilateral cooperation with individual countries, most notably with Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela, Argentina and Peru. He expressed Croatia’s willingness to enlarge the circle of cooperation both on the bilateral and the multilateral, interregional level. 
Ambassador Paro finished his remarks by noting that on July 1 of this year, Croatia will become a member of the European Union and that they are convinced that this new political and legal framework will provide them with new opportunities and tools to increase and deepen the already productive cooperation with OAS countries. 
At this point, the delegation of Portugal was offered the floor, Plenipotentiary Minister Rosa Batoréu, Alternate Observer of Portugal to the OAS thanked the Secretary General and his team for the presentation of both reports on the problem of drugs. Ms. Batoréu acknowledged the opportunity to briefly share the Portuguese experience in the framework of the drugs combat. The representative mentioned the specific characteristics of Portugal’s drug policy, noting that Portugal’s central objective is to reduce the use and abuse of drugs. She mentioned the law put into force in 2001, which decriminalized the consumption and possession in limited quantities; which allowed, in turn, that an increasing number of individuals could receive different methods of treatment and monitoring, thus allowing interventions with greater chances of success.

Besides working with drug users, Ms. Batoréu spoke about the measures put into practice for prevention and reduction of risk, as well as information campaigns directed to specific groups. She concluded by mentioning that the drug policy in Portugal is closely linked to public health concerns. It is described by the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA), also based in Lisbon, as based on three basic principles: humanism, pragmatism and participation.
The delegation of the People’s Republic of China took the floor next, Minister Counselor Liang Yu, Alternate Observer of the People’s Republic of China to the OAS expressed his hope that the results of the General Assembly debates contribute to the efforts of the international community to confront the global challenge of the drug problem. He stated that China pursues an integral strategy to face the causes as well as the symptoms, namely launching a balanced process that combats crimes related to drug trafficking on the one hand, while reducing demand on the other, mostly through legislation, prevention, and the awareness and participation of all social actors in the fight against drugs. 
Minister Counselor Liang stated that China tries to create favorable conditions for the education, rehabilitation and reintegration of drug users into the community, and that the fight against drugs will require cooperation between nations in fields such as the rule of the law, exchange of information, joint investigation, supervision of international trade, oversight of chemical products etc. 
The Chinese Representative noted that along with complicated challenges, globalization can bring along many opportunities for cooperation and recalled how in the last years, the relations between China and the countries of the Americas and the OAS have thrived and that Chinese President Xi Jinping’s current visit to countries of the region will galvanize the friendly and cooperative nexus between China and this hemisphere. 
Minister Counselor Liang noted that China’s contributions to the China-OAS Cooperation Fund and other contributions to the OAS in 2012 totaled US $295,300, an increase of 19% from the previous year and restated his government’s offer of ten scholarships and four short term training posts for the Member States of the OAS. 
The Chinese Diplomat expressed his gratitude for the work of the OAS to promote peace and the development of the region and noted that in honor of the tenth anniversary of China's admission as a permanent observer in 2014 his government will seek to elevate relations with the OAS to a higher level and to do so in an open and transparent way, and that China’s support of peace and development in the region will be extensive even to the OAS Member States that still do not have diplomatic relations with China. Mr. Liang stressed that the Chinese Government will continue to maintain the existing cooperation fund as well as the scholarships program; make efforts to promote positive elements and channel the available resources for the priority projects of the OAS and promote high level visits to deepen the cooperation between both parties for mutual learning, progress and development between China and the region in general and concluded by stating that peace, development and cooperation, -the win-win- are common aspirations of all the countries of the world as well as attractive aspects of China’s foreign policy. 
The floor was then given to Counselor Gregor Csorsz, spokesman of the Permanent Observer Mission of Austria to the OAS who expressed his government’s appreciation of the theme of the 43rd Regular Session of the General Assembly and the necessity for a comprehensive strategy to address this challenge. He noted that as a strong advocate of the Rule of Law, Austria has closely followed and participated in the establishment of an effective global framework aimed at facilitating solutions for the world drug problem and added that careful implementation and diligent application of the relevant UN conventions are necessary to tackle the enormous problem. He further noted that Austria welcomes regional initiatives to complement the global framework and to give added value to universal instruments against illicit drug trafficking. 
Mr. Csorsz recalled that the close cooperation between European Union Member States in the fight against organized crime, has shown the gains and improvements which can be achieved through regional cooperation and suggested that successful strategies to address the world drug problem cannot be limited to law enforcement alone but also address education and prevention and that educational institutions, family and social environments, and civil society bear joint responsibility for raising awareness of the dangers of drug abuse. Counselor Csorsz pointed out that aside from prevention, rehabilitation efforts are not only necessary to aid the victims of drug abuse but have also proven beneficial to society as a whole. He concluded by noting that as an active observer of the OAS for more than 3 decades, Austria has developed a close relationship with the OAS and its Member States as well as a profound understanding of the region’s challenges and that while budgetary restrictions prevent his government from announcing a financial contribution, Austria is contributing to and supporting the work of the EU-Latin America Council of Cooperation and remains committed to maintaining a close relationship and cooperation with the nations in the hemisphere, both bilaterally and through the OAS.
The floor was then offered to the Philippines, Ambassador of the Republic of the Philippines to Mexico, George Bello Reyes, Head of the Philippine Delegation commented that apart from developing a national campaign against drug trafficking, the Government of the Philippines has had to confront a deteriorating situation regarding the transport of narcotics by drug bearers or the so called drug mules. Ambassador Bello cited that in 1993, only two Philippine citizens were detained abroad because of drug trafficking; contrasted by 710 Philippine citizens that were detained because of different crimes associated with drug trafficking by the end of 2012, 156 of whom were detained in America. 
Ambassador Bello Reyes shared his government’s concern about the increasing number of women detained because of drug transport, citing that 63% of Filipino currently detained are women, and the criminal syndicates have been recruiting women since they believe that these women are less suspected by authorities. To face this problem, the Philippines has organized a special body composed of different governmental agencies that have detained several members of drug mafias, confiscated narcotics valued in million of dollars and rescued Philippine citizens used as drug mules.  
Ambassador Bello Reyes stated that this challenge demonstrates the necessity to collaborate between governments and he praised the OAS’ efforts to encourage regional cooperation on this front. The representative of the Philippines reflected that the OAS Report on the Drug Problem in the Americas considers the harassment of immigrants as one of the illicit activities provoked by drugs and recognized the honest and global evaluation of drug trafficking in the Americas as well as the OAS’ work in assuming responsibility to take collective and effective actions. The Philippine Ambassador expressed his government’s support of the Organization’s work in the formulation of recommendations to the leaders and acknowledged the report as a significant step to facilitate dialogue on this global and very important subject.

The floor was then given to the delegation of India; Ambassador of India to Guatemala, Subrata Bhattacharjee, Head of the Indian Delegation noted the great importance that India gives to the global menace, the drug problem. The Indian Diplomat explained that narcotics cause serious problems not only in the country of production but in the transit and consuming countries as well, and that India, being located in a region with significant production of opium has been a sufferer of this menace for a long time. The flow of drugs and narcotics through that region adversely affects the crime situation and often creates the problem of money laundering that causes further damage to the region’s economy. He also noted how the rise in drug trafficking in some parts of the world has been exported by terrorists, and that India in particular has been a victim of cross border terrorism funded partly by drug trafficking.

Ambassador Bhattacharjee opined that the transnational implications of the drug problem make it imperative for all countries to work together, and explained that to address the domestic problem of drugs, India takes a multi-pronged approach with various enforcement agencies trying to combat drugs, particularly on drug trafficking. He also described that in order to deal with the social damages of drugs that states have implemented drug demand reduction through social awareness programs. Additionally, he explained that India has programs for treatment and rehabilitation of drug addicts. The Indian Representative noted that India’s anti-drug initiatives are formally in tune with the global approach and that India is a signatory to all three United National drug conventions. Ambassador Bhattacharjee also explained that India enacted its narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances Act in 1985 and that it has been politically amended to bring it in line with the evolving international standards. At the bilateral level, India has signed agreements on drug-related matters with 23 countries and is now working on an understanding with 8 countries. There are joint working groups with 28 countries and regional groupings, including the EU and initiatives for multi-sectoral technical and economic cooperation. He informed that in the South Asian region, where there is an immense drug problem, there is a Southern convention on narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances to which India is a signatory as well as many other inter-regional cooperation initiatives taken by UN agencies for drug-related issues. 

In the continent of the Americas, Ambassador Bhattacharjee explained that India has a bilateral agreement and a Memorandum of Understanding with the United States of America and noted that India’s relations with the Latin America and Caribbean region have grown phenomenally in recent years—citing specifically the growth in investment, trade, and tourist traffic. Ambassador Bhattacharjee also underscored Indian support at the bilateral level, including the provision of 450 scholarships annually to countries of the LAC region for training and capacity building, particularly in technological areas. In this regard, he noted the establishment of 16 Information Technology (IT) centers in many areas of the Latin American region and projects in technology transfer. He highlighted this cooperation as a signal of India’s interest in joining hands and sharing its expertise with this region to tackle the global menace of drugs with the OAS through the development of a comprehensive anti-drug policy in the Americas.  

The floor was then offered to Ambassador of Thailand to Mexico, Chirachai Punkrasin, Head of the Thai Delegation, recalled that September 2013 will mark the 15th year since Thailand was granted the status of Permanent Observer to the OAS year and expressed his government’s shared commitment to promote democracy, sustainable development, human rights, and the fight against transnational organized crime, particularly drug trafficking. Ambassador Punkrasin commented that Thailand has made great efforts over the past years to increase cooperation and expand new networks with the OAS Member States, particularly in Latin America, such as the Thai-Latin American business council that was established in 2009 to boost trade linkages, and the Southeast Asia and Latin American trade center under the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce that serves as a platform to promote academic collaboration between both regions. 
Ambassador Punkrasin stated that his country has been active in the forum for East Asia and Latin American cooperation FEALAC and will be assuming the post of the East Asia coordinator in June 2013. He shared Thailand’s enthusiasm about the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding for technical assistance cooperation between Thailand and the OAS last year, and recalled that Thailand has offered three to nine training courses annually since 2005 to OAS Member States in degree and non-degree courses in the fields requested by respective Member States. The Thai Head of Delegation expressed that his government offered courses in 2013 on four main subjects in which Thailand has developed some expertise, including sufficiency economy, food security, public health and global warming. 
In the area of public health, Ambassador Punkrasin noted that Thailand has successfully implemented a universal healthcare coverage scheme that guarantees all Thais access to a comprehensive healthcare package and serves as an instrument to enhance health and social equality, promote social cohesion and sustainable human and economic development, and also contribute to poverty reduction. The representative of Thailand conveyed his government’s interest in sharing its practices and experiences on this matter with OAS Member States, and reiterated its shared commitment with the OAS Member States to combat drugs, human trafficking and other related crimes—priority issues since the first year of the present administration. Thailand sees the need to forge closer cooperation with the international community and stands ready to work together with the OAS Member States to combat this problem, strengthen cooperation frameworks to prevent and tackle narcotics and promote alternative development. 
Ambassador Punkrasin stated his government’s determination to expand its engagement with the OAS and continue to strengthen its relations with each and every country within the OAS community in every possible dimension.

The floor was then offered to Ambassador Choo Yeon-gon, Head of Delegation of Korea, who commented that since being granted Permanent Observer Status to the OAS, Korea has actively participated in several cooperation projects both on a bilateral level with the different countries in the region and with multilateral organizations, while always sharing a preoccupation in regards to the drug problem, which affects the social stability of many countries in the region as well as human safety. 
Ambassador Choo Yeon-gon remarked that his government considers the theme of the General Assembly “For a comprehensive policy against the world drug problem in the Americas” as very appropriate for the Organization and mentioned some of the efforts that Korea has carried out to join forces with the OAS Member States to tackle drug trafficking, specifically through its active participation in many UN scenarios since 1989, such as the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, and the Antidrug Liaison Conference. 
Ambassador Choo Yeon-gon stated that his government highly values its relations with Latin America and the Caribbean, and wishes to find binding issues to continue cooperating in the fight against drugs. He expressed his delegation’s hope that the General Assembly would be an excellent opportunity to pave the way to a more constructive approach to the war on drugs and reiterated Korea’s compromise to join efforts with the Latin American and Caribbean countries on this matter. 
The floor was then offered to the Ambassador of Morocco to Guatemala, Mahmoud Rmiki, who recalled that Morocco was granted Permanent Observer status to the OAS in 1981, a year that coincided with his naming as Ambassador of Morocco in Guatemala as well as with the opening of the Moroccan Embassy in that country. The Head of the Moroccan Delegation commented that his country’s participation in OAS meetings is proof of its effective presence at a bilateral level with the Member States of the OAS as well as at a regional and sub regional level, and that it demonstrates Morocco’s interest in developing a strong relationship with the American continent. Ambassador Rmiki added that besides being a Permanent Observer to the OAS, Morocco has signed several cooperation agreements with the CICA, MERCOSUR, and CARICOM, and is an Observer to the Association of Caribbean States, Latin American Parliament (Parlatino) and Parlandino. 
Ambassador Rmiki recalled his government’s contribution of US$13,000 in 2012 to the Civil Identity Program of the Americas (PUICA) and the program to strengthen civil society participation in the OAS political organs. With respect to the topic of the General Assembly, the Moroccan delegation reflected that the fight against drugs is effectively a challenge and a worldwide problem which must be treated in the framework of a global action. He expressed his appreciation to the OAS Secretary General for the Report on the Drug Problem in the Americas and conveyed his delegation’s interest in the exchange of points of view, information and experiences on this subject between Member States and Permanent Observers. 
Alternate Observer of Greece to the OAS, Anastasio Kezas, spokesman of the Permanent Observer Mission of Greece, remarked that his country has demonstrated its political and practical support for the actions of the Organization of American States on many occasions. He observed that when tackling the acute problem of drugs, we place human dignity at the epicenter of our policies. The time is always ripe for a common understanding that translates into joint initiatives and actions. Mr. Kezas expressed that as the motherland of humanism, Greece is not a mere Permanent Observer, but more importantly, a permanent supporter and ally of the Organization.

At this time, the Guatemalan Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, Raul Morales, took the floor to make closing remarks noting his appreciation to the delegations and honored that 43rd General Assembly was carried out in Antigua to discuss the issue of drugs for the first time with such seriousness.  The Vice Minister explained how the Foreign Minister had presented the topic to the OAS Permanent Council and established the five axes on which these discussions would revolve at the General Assembly. He emphasized that the drug problem is a very integral problem that includes many aspects such as health and human rights, money laundering and illicit drug trafficking, the perception of drug consumers as subjects of public health and not subjects of criminal law. 
The Vice Minister anticipated that all OAS member states countries would reach consensus on the Declaration. In this regard, he thanked each one of the Member States for their effort to reach consensus on this final document. He welcomed all participants to attend the General Assembly inauguration that evening and wished them a good stay in Guatemala. He also indicated that all Permanent Observer Heads of delegations were invited to the dinner hosted by the President of the Republic and thanked them once again for being part of the hemispheric family helping the American continent to reach consensus on important issues. 

He then gave the floor to Ambassador Alfonso Quiñonez, OAS Secretary for External Relations, to close the Dialogue on behalf of the OAS Secretary General. Secretary Quiñonez thanked the Vice Minister, the Member States and the Permanent Observers for their participation in the dialogue and in the General Assembly. He stated that their presence demonstrates not only their interest in the region and the Organization, but also their commitment to continue participating in this dialogue, as well as the efforts to advance the inter-American agenda. He noted that the OAS highly values this opportunity every year during the Assembly to establish this dialogue with the Permanent Observers as well as the Member States. Ambassador Quiñonez also thanked them for their interventions, presentations, ideas, inputs and offers of cooperation, indicating that these offers will help in the efforts of Member States to continue implementing the mandates and the inter-American agenda, which is, he noted, a shared agenda with the Member States and with the Permanent Observers since they share the same principles and values that inspire the Organization. Ambassador Quiñonez also place emphasis on the value of the contact that the OAS and Permanent Observers have throughout the year, affirming that the OAS, through the work of the Department of International Affairs / Secretary for External Relations, will continue to provide them with the best support and service to assist them in carrying out their important work. He then thanked the Department of International Affairs for its efforts in this regard and in the organization of the Dialogue.
Ambassador Quiñonez then closed the Dialogue by thanking once again the Government of Guatemala, the Foreign Minister, and the Vice Minister for their moderation of the Dialogue and for offering the wonderful location for the Dialogue. 
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