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Mr. Chairman, 

  

I would like to join other delegates in congratulating the OAS and thank the Government of 

Bolivia for the excellent arrangements and warm hospitality, as also for the choice of the 

General Assembly theme of 'Food Security' which is of importance to all of us in countries 

outside the region of the Americas. 

  

Mr. Chairman, 

  

India attaches great importance to its relations with the Americas, particularly the Latin 

American region.  This region is now at the forefront of our focus.  Our trade with the region, 

which was only $2 billion in 2000, has grown to $25 billion just 11 years later.  Our cumulative 

investments in the region are also $25 billion.  Indian pharmaceutical companies are trying to 

make a difference with more affordable medicines and healthcare.  Our IT companies have set 

up many development centres in the region which are building up local capacity in this 

important field. 

  

India's modest official assistance programmes in the region are largely devoted to capacity 

building.  We train over 450 people from many countries every year in Indian institutes, and the 

entire cost is borne by the Government of India. 

  

On the theme of food security, as all delegates will know, India ushered in a Green Revolution in 

the 1960s.  In a few short years, we had turned from being a food-deficient country to a food 

surplus one.  We have developed considerable expertise in various forms of agriculture, such as 

farming in arid and sub-arid areas, tropical farming, farming in mountainous and high altitude 

regions, multiple annual harvests, dairy farming, fish farming etc.  Some of our irrigation 

companies are among the best in the world.  South-South cooperation has always been a pillar 

of India's foreign policy, and we are happy to share our experience and technologies with the 

countries of Latin America. 

  

In certain areas directly relevant to rural communities and agriculture, we have offered to some 

countries in the region that India can fund and execute specific small projects such as solar 

energy, micro-hydel projects, small irrigation and biogas. 

  



Mr. Chairman, 

  

India remains committed to increasing its cooperation with this important region of the world. 

  

Thank you. 

 


