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FORTY-FIFTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

“PRESENT AND FUTURE OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES”

DIALOGUE OF THE HEADS OF DELEGATION, THE SECRETARY GENERAL, AND THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL WITH THE HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE PERMANENT OBSERVERS
REMARKS ARCHIE YOUNG

DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR THE AMERICAS AND HEAD OF SOUTH AMERICA DEPARTMENT

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE

Washington, D.C., June 14, 2015

Mr Chairman, Secretary General, Ministers and all Delegations. It is a great pleasure to represent the United Kingdom here today. The United Kingdom would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Secretary General Almagro on his recent inauguration and wish him and his team every success at the helm of this important organisation.  May I also thank our hosts here in Washington for their organisation of the event which has got off to an excellent start.

The UK has a long and deep relationship with the Americas. There are few closer relationships than our partnership with the US and Canada. And just last week in Brussels Prime Minister Cameron affirmed the UK's continued commitment to Latin America and the Caribbean, building on the excellent links that have been built, particularly through the Canning Agenda over the last 5 years. 

For us, being an observer of an organisation such as this enhances and multiplies our own engagement. The power of working together in blocks and through organisations such as the Organisation of the American States is clear. 

At a conference in London a few months ago, a former President from the region described what he called the complex venn diagram of organisations in the Americas. I have that diagram above my desk. With so many bodies and so much change in the region, now is an appropriate moment for this organisation to discuss its role for the future. 

The OAS surely has a potentially pivotal role to play.

One, for what it is: the fact that it brings together Latin American, Caribbean and North American countries as well as observers like ourselves to discuss global issues makes it a unique forum. 

Two, for what it has done: It has made a major contribution to embedding democracy across the Western hemisphere. Notably through election observation missions to which the UK has contributed (recently in Bolivia and Honduras) but also through initiatives to promote transparency and citizen participation.

It has also done valuable work in pressing for human rights, in mediation (such as on Belize-Guatemala dispute), and peace building (such as the MAPP mission in Colombia).

And three, for what it can do: There are challenges ahead. Secretary General Almagro has named many of these already: reintegrating Cuba, prioritising public safety, ending social conflicts, interconnectivity, improving disaster management, improving education. 

These require understanding not antagonism, cooperation not fragmentation.

They are also self-reinforcing: the membership and success of this organisation brings legitimacy for future work. 

Underpinning all of these, we welcome the Secretary General's focus on democracy and human rights. This is an auspicious year for the United Kingdom on human rights: tomorrow there will be an event in Runnymede, a small town on the Thames, to celebrate the 800th anniversary of the Magna Carta, a pre-eminent articulation of human rights which has shaped global thinking on this in the 800 years since. 

The United Kingdom looks forward to hearing the Organisation debate and decide its future. 

As the issues highlighted above have shown, there is a history of important success to build on and clearly a role for the OAS in the future. 

The United Kingdom stands ready to work with the OAS and the Secretary General to achieve great things for the benefit of the Americas and the global community as a whole.
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