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FORTY- FIFTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

“PRESENT AND FUTURE OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES”

DIALOGUE OF THE HEADS OF DELEGATION, THE SECRETARY GENERAL, AND THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL WITH THE HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE PERMANENT OBSERVERS

REMARKS BY LUIS ALMAGRO
SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE OAS

Washington, D.C., June 14, 2015

The presence of the Permanent Observers in the OAS and their expressed interest in becoming increasingly active in the Organization’s activities constitute a palpable recognition of the value and broad range of possibilities for cooperation that emerges among the countries of the hemisphere that come together in the OAS and the Permanent Observers. The recent publication about your role, which you have in front of you is clear evidence of that.
Friends,
This forty-fifth Assembly will be, without a doubt, the starting point of the Organization’s renovation and modernization process - an issue that should facilitate work with you.  By establishing clearer rules, we will improve efficiency and move from theory to practice in an approach aimed at achieving tangible results in all action areas of the OAS.
That which cannot be measured cannot be managed and we will strive to make that principle permeate throughout the Organization in its role as a hemispheric political forum on the one hand, and as an excellent service-providing institution to countries in areas that range from electoral observation to citizen security, management of drug-related public policy, strengthening justice systems, institutional transparency, etc.

In addition, this hemisphere is part of the solution to many of the global problems that we all face and our cooperation could include these areas from climate change to the food crisis, migration, access to rights, or terrorism in its different forms.  Our institution boasts a cohesive potential and convening power capable of generating dialogue for coordinated action on these topics.

As you know, the slogan of my administration is “More rights for more people”.  With this, I mean that we must make the hemisphere an example at the global level in terms of access to civil, political, human, social and economic rights by combatting any type of discrimination.

I’m interested in focusing our future dialogue on a series of initiatives that enjoy an important hemispheric consensus today, including:

· A hemispheric effort on citizen security with a comprehensive focus on the problem;
· School of Governance for public servants and members of civil society across the hemisphere as a tool to strengthen the practices of institutional transparency, the search for consensus to address reforms and accountability to citizens;
· Prevention of social conflicts and how we can facilitate dialogue among investors from outside and inside the region with states and communities in those productive sectors that are key to building wealth and conflicts in distribution;
· Prevention and management of natural disasters in the Caribbean and Central America.
· Interconnectivity in the Caribbean; and
· Pan American Education System, an initiative that allows us to go from achievements in access to education to achieving a greater impact in the results of education at the primary, secondary and tertiary levels.

Friends,
We must all embark on the OAS’ road of transformation together: Member States, the General Secretariat and staff.  I call on you to join this effort. Your experience will help us to make the OAS more useful and ever closer to the needs of the people.

Thank you.
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