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FORTY-FIFTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

“PRESENT AND FUTURE OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES”

DIALOGUE OF THE HEADS OF DELEGATION, THE SECRETARY GENERAL, AND THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL WITH THE HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE PERMANENT OBSERVERS
REMARKS BY AMBASSADOR MAGUY MACCARIO DOYLE

PERMANENT OBSERVER OF THE PRINCIPALITY OF MONACO TO THE OAS
Washington, D.C., June 14, 2015

Secretary General Almagro,

Assistant Secretary General Ramdin

Assistant Secretary General-elect Mendez,

Permanent Representatives, Permanent Observers,

Excellences, Distinguished Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Government of the Principality of Monaco, allow me to congratulate Dr. Luis Almagro Lemes and Ambassador Nestor Mendez for their recent election as Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States, respectively.
I firmly believe that under their wise leadership, the Organization will achieve great success in all the areas of common interest for the Hemisphere, such as democracy, good governance, human rights promotion, environmentally-sensitive development and fight against terrorism.
I would also like to seize this opportunity to acknowledge outgoing Secretary General Isulza’s remarkable leadership at the helm of the Organization and express once again my warm and sincere thanks - to him personally and to Ambassador Ramdin – as well as to the Government of Paraguay for being such a gracious and accommodating host for last year’s assembly.
In keeping with the world around us, the Organization of American States is constantly evolving. Fully aware of the specific needs of its Member States and their citizenry, it seeks to become ever more responsive to the many expectations and grievances expressed by the peoples of the Hemisphere and to play a leadership role in resolving the major issues affecting them - such as economic inequity and social exclusion, insufficient participatory and inclusive development programs, persistence of favoritism (of biases) /and prejudices.
We know these issues are too challenging and complex to be separately addressed by individual states; only a comprehensive and multilateral approach can achieve meaningful outcomes. And who better than the Organization of American States can coordinate and harmonize its Member States’ joint efforts on this matter?

Next September marks the fifth anniversary of the accession of the Principality of Monaco to the Organization as an Observer Member. Over this period, we have been pleased to notice a build-up of increasingly closer relations between the Member States and the Observer States, largely due to the spirit of inclusiveness and openness demonstrated by the OAS.
We also have had the opportunity to follow the development of the new Strategic Plan of the Organization that reflects and seeks to strengthen fundamental values shared by my Government.
That is why, after five years, we are ready for the next step, which is our active involvement in two areas of particular interest to His Serene Highness Prince Albert II, namely the fight against global warming and the preservation of the oceans and the marine environment.
In this regard, I am pleased to announce that His Serene Highness will attend and actively participate in the Second Conference of “Our Ocean”, to be held in October in Valparaiso Chile. This follows the inaugural “our Ocean” conference held here in Washington DC last June by US Secretary of State John Kerry.
Furthermore, in view of COP 21, the upcoming United Nations Climate Change Conference, scheduled next December in Paris, France the Government of the Principality of Monaco plans to organize in the Fall with our mission, a conference-debate at the OAS, to mark our fifth anniversary as observer to the Organization and address the impact of climate change on the dangers it brings to the marine environment and the opportunities related to its preservation.
When it comes to confronting climate change, no country should be required to deal with it alone.
This is a global challenge. We all know we are not going to get very far if we keep our efforts contained within our own borders.
We hope from this initiative to successfully build a task force with the support of OAS, inclusive of as many Member States and Observer States to join in the fight against the impact of climate changes in the month and years ahead.
We will make sure to keep you inform on the progress of this initiative.
To conclude, allow me once again, Secretary General Almagro and members of your team, to wish you best of success for your five-year term. You can count on our Government’s support and full cooperation.
Thank you.
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