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FORTY-FIFTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

“PRESENT AND FUTURE OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES”

DIALOGUE OF THE HEADS OF DELEGATION, THE SECRETARY GENERAL, AND THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL WITH THE HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE PERMANENT OBSERVERS
REMARKS BY AMBASSADOR SEBASTIANO FULCI
PERMANENT OBSERVER OF ITALY TO THE OAS
Washington, D.C., June 14, 2015

Secretary General, Assistant Secretary General, Chairman of the Permanent Council, Excellencies, colleagues of the OAS Member States and Permanent Observers, Officials of the Department for International Relations, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

According to public surveys the general public opinion is not familiar with the work of the OAS: it keeps questioning its relevance, and therefore the level of its financing, especially because there are other regional bodies such as CELAC, UNASUR and international institutions such as the IDB, that seem - to many people- to be better placed to achieve concrete and measurable results in most OAS traditional fields. Apart from the “modernization of the G. Secretariat and the prioritization of mandates" - unfortunately mostly dictated by financial constraints, constraints deriving also from the scepticism on what the OAS is really capable  - I believe that Two range of activities are necessary to change this worldwide public perception, as well as the attitude of National Institutions toward the OAS. 

1) First, involve National Parliaments - just like it is being done in Europe and part of Asia, by the Council of Europe - an Organization of 47 member states competent on Democracy, Human Rights and Rule of Law. In order to get the support of the legislative powers, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) was created, with 318 parliamentarians participating to 10 specialized committees, and devoting at least one month per year to Council issues. Just imagine what would happen if it was the same for the OAS! Don’t you think that the further involvement of such “co-owners of national political will”, would ensure further leverage to the Organisation, more public attention, and at least a proper budget? Thanks to this huge political involvement the total annual financing of the Council of Europe, was in 2014, around 600 million USD, more than 3 times the one of the OAS that has even more competences!
The second paramount activity is to enhance the public and foreign perception of the relevance of the Organization is an efficient Public Diplomacy Campaign. This means promoting the image of the OAS, not only through Mass Media, but also through closer contacts between Observer countries high authorities, high MS representatives and the OAS Secretariat. In the case of Italy such contacts have also occurred in the last 2 days in Milan, at the Foreign Ministers Conference on Italy, Latin America and Caribbean in the framework of the Universal Exposition. As I reminded few days ago also the current Universal Exposition, with more than 140 countries attending - and most of the continent represented - is a fantastic opportunity to promote the OAS and get more financial support. Being the main topic of the Universal Expo Food Security - exactly the one that was chosen for the 2012 General Assembly in Cochabamba - and given the attendance of more than 20 million persons this opportunity should not be missed. Visits are also important - both the ones of members of our Governments to the OAS (like Italian Ministers did), and those of the SG and Deputy SG to our capitals (by the way I am wondering if some Permanent Representatives would not be willing to “group together” for following their example). Such visits have been fundamental to increase ties, exchange best practices and obtain financial support from Italy and Europe. The focus devoted by Italy to this region - also as President of the European Union in 2014 - did not come as a surprise, and I am sure that the OAS and your countries appreciated - for example - the establishment of a European strategy on security in Central America and the Caribbean at that time. The links are so strong - the historical, socio-economic and cultural relationship so consistent - and the Italian support (I believe also of the Italian Mission to the OAS) so appreciated, that Italy is really hoping to be able to count on the support of most of the OAS Member States in its candidacy to the UNSC in the years 2017-2018.

I would finally like to assure you that Italy is really impressed by the excellent work done so far to define a new strategic vision of the OAS, through a constructive dialogue among Member States and the General Secretariat, and will keep supporting the Organization in all ways, including in promoting its successful image. Italy is giving its strong support also at the UN and is a candidate to a non-permanent seat of the UNSC in the biennium 2017-2018. 
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