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Adam Blackwell, OAS Secretary for External Relations opened the session by thanking the indigenous peoples’ representatives for their participation in the informative and training sessions organized by the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights (IACHR) as well as in the seminar on “Mechanisms of Indigenous Peoples’ Participation in the Organization of American States”. 
Mr. Blackwell then remarked that the XXIV OAS Policy Roundtable constitutes an effort to facilitate an informal dialogue between the representatives of the indigenous peoples, the diplomatic community and the public at large as part of the process of developing effective recognition and protection of indigenous peoples’ rights within the Inter-American System.

Commenting on the role of the OAS as key facilitator in this process, Blackwell pointed out numerous initiatives undertaken by the OAS to promote the rights of indigenous peoples such as the Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the creation of special working groups to stimulate dialogue and consensus among indigenous peoples and OAS Member States, the creation of the Special Rapporteur on Indigenous Peoples of the IACHR, and the creation of mechanisms for more effective participation of indigenous peoples through their leaders in the Summits of the Americas, among others. 

He concluded by reminding everyone that the XXIV Policy Roundtable allowed the indigenouns representatives from the different sub-regions not only to present their conclusions from the closing seminar, but also reflect on future steps to be taken in order to assure more effective and inclusive participation of indigenous peoples in our region. 

The floor was yielded to the moderator, Dante Negro, who welcomed and introduced the four panelists and acknowledged the support of the Spanish government (represented in the room by Ambassador Javier Sancho, Permanent Observer of Spain to the OAS) in this event.

The first panelist, Clément Chartier, praised the OAS’ efforts to promote the effective participation of indigenous peoples and the recognition of their rights, particularly through initiatives like the seminar and the Policy Roundtable, which provide the opportunity to analyze issues and problems affecting indigenous peoples throughout the Americas from a regional perspective. He also emphasized that while North American indigenous peoples had traditionally preferred a government-to-government approach to engage with national policymakers, they were fully supportive of the idea of a permanent indigenous forum. He concluded by observing that a separate forum would preserve the independence of the indigenous peoples and allow them to meet periodically to create networks and share and develop common ideas.

Lamenting the lack of information and awareness of the Caribbean indigenous peoples prior to the Seminar, Cesar Ross stressed the fact that indigenous peoples are not lobbying for special rights, but for the right to meet their own basic needs such as employment, access to health services, education (considering that the majority of their populations are concentrated in rural areas) and protection of their cultures and identities.
Finally, Mr. Ross recommended a more stable representation for indigenous peoples and expressed his support for the creation of a permanent indigenous forum in order to achieve consensus on the Inter-American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in the terms of the 2007 UN Declaration.

Taking the floor, Mr. Eduardo Alfredo Nieva expressed the need of indigenous peoples to become central actors in the process of protection and recognition of their rights. He called for a joint effort by OAS Member States and indigenous peoples especially in matters pertaining to the use and protection of natural resources, self-determination, cultural identity and development. He also regarded the Inter-American Declaration on Indigenous Rights as a historic opportunity to treat these issues. He concluded by stressing the fact that declarations are not enough: political will is essential for the effective enforcement and observance of existing and future regulation on indigenous rights. 

Ms. Miriam Merced Miranda Chamorro, the last of the panelists to speak, was grateful that the Seminar had provided indigenous peoples from the Americas with information on mechanisms of participation in the OAS and a forum to discuss regional and sub-regional problems such as touristic and mining mega-projects and global warming. Ms. Miranda stressed the fact that indigenous participation would help in providing future solutions to these issues and called for a constructive dialogue between indigenous peoples and governments.    

After numerous remarks from other indigenous leaders of the Americas, Ambassador Javier Sancho, Permanent Representative of Spain and Permanent Observer to the OAS, asked the panelists to develop and elaborate on the idea of developing a permanent forum for indigenous issues. 

Addressing this request, Mr. Nieva explained that the internal debate of the past days had been the product of a process which includes the Indigenous Leaders Summits, the recent Seminar at the OAS, the participation of indigenous peoples within the UN system, among others. He emphasized the fact that these types of strategies facilitate regional dialogue and trust among indigenous peoples throughout the Americas, pointing out that at the UN level, initiatives such as the indigenous forum and the group of experts have already been implemented.

Cesar Ross added that through the creation of a permanent forum, indigenous peoples of the Americas expect to increase their representation at the Inter-American level. Ross hopes that the implementation of the forum will result in solid and creative proposals from the indigenous communities throughout the Americas. Ross emphasized the fact that indigenous peoples have been protecting their habitats for centuries and that they can contribute significantly to the debate on sustainable development by offering solutions to existing problems.

Finally, Clément Chartier reminded all sub-regional leaders that it is their responsibility to organize themselves and encouraged the OAS to continue promoting indigenous peoples’ effective participation and integration into OAS activities.

Dante Negro brought the session to a close, speaking briefly on the Declaration of Indigenous Peoples, which he considers a short, clear and precise document that reflects indigenous peoples' priorities and expectations for their participation in the Inter-American system. Mr. Negro concluded the discussion by pointing out that the promotion and protection of the rights of indigenous peoples should  be a shared task between indigenous peoples and all the countries in the Americas. 
