· [image: image1.png]Organization of
American States




[image: image2.jpg]CommunITY

OF DEMOCRACIES
@ Working Group on.
Povery, Development

& Demmocracy

Co-Chaired by Chile and taly



[image: image3.jpg]]

IIfor a Communty

Dracles





SEMINAR ON THE ROLE OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR AND OTHER ACTORS IN SUPPORTING DEMOCRACY 
Washington, D.C., April 18, 2011
Hall of the Americas - OAS Headquarters

The Organization of American States (OAS) and the Working Group on Poverty, Development and Democracy of the Community of Democracies, co-chaired by Chile and Italy, will hold a seminar in Washington, DC focusing on opportunities for partnership between governments, private corporations and civil society for advancing democratic principles and practices in the Americas.  
This seminar will be framed as a dialogue among leading voices in the three target constituencies to present and discuss each group’s views on the topic. Government representatives, including those from members of the Working Group*, experts from civil society organizations that work in the areas of democracy and development, and representatives of corporations will each have unique perspectives on the potential for enhanced partnership in the promotion and protection of democracy in the Americas. The Community of Democracies (CD) has launched six Working Groups to identify concrete steps for strengthening democracy worldwide. The Working Group on Poverty, Development and Democracy has identified the role of the private sector in poverty reduction as an important issue to be explored.
The outcomes of this seminar will contribute to the development of a permanent Corporate Democracy Forum in the framework of the Community of Democracies, which will provide the private sector a voice along with governments and civil society in shaping the debate and policies of the CD. The recommendations that result from the seminar will additionally serve as input to the OAS Member States and General Secretariat in the framework of the 10th Anniversary of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.

The Organization of American States (OAS) brings together the 35 countries of the Western Hemisphere (33 active members) to strengthen cooperation and advance common interests. It is the region’s premier forum for multilateral dialogue and concerted action.  At the core of the OAS mission is an unequivocal commitment to democracy, as expressed in the Inter-American Democratic Charter: “The peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments have an obligation to promote and defend it.” Building on this foundation, the OAS works to promote good governance, strengthen human rights, foster peace and security, expand trade, and address the complex problems caused by poverty, drugs and corruption. Through decisions made by its political bodies and programs carried out by its General Secretariat, the OAS promotes greater inter-American cooperation and understanding. 

The Community of Democracies (CD) was founded in 2000 during a Ministerial Conference in Warsaw, Poland, and is a global intergovernmental coalition of more than 100 democratic countries, including 22 OAS Member States, with the goal of promoting democratic rules and strengthening democratic norms and institutions around the world.  The CD serves as a worldwide platform for the exchange of experiences and consultations toward building and strengthening of democratic order inside the countries as well as in the international system and it seeks to demonstrate methods of support to those countries which strive for freedom and democracy.
The Council for a Community of Democracies (CCD) is a non-profit organization established in Washington, D.C. with the mission to strengthen collaboration among governments and democracy advocates in fostering a worldwide community of democratic nations based on the initiative of the June 2000 Warsaw Community of Democracies Conference. CCD serves as the secretariat of the International Steering Committee of the Community of Democracies, a global network of civil society organizations committed to democracy and human rights, representing the views of civil society to governments within the Community of Democracies framework and works to build civil society support networks.


This Seminar aims to facilitate the exchange of experiences and best practices on how the private and public sectors can establish strategic alliances to contribute to strengthening democracy and discuss how good governance and the rule of law are important factors to stimulate economic growth, promote private investment, generate employment, poverty reduction and prosperity with social inclusion, improving the living standards of the citizens of our countries.  

The discussions and recommendations of the seminar will constitute the primary contribution of the Working Group at the June 30-July 1 CD Ministerial in Vilnius, Lithuania. This seminar will support the advancement of the creation of a Corporate Democracy Forum currently being organized by the CD Permanent Secretariat. A substantive report from this seminar, presented to the OAS Member States, at the Community of Democracies Vilnius Ministerial and promoted through the Corporate Democracy Forum, could generate other regional dialogues and activities to address this issue. The OAS and the CD Working Group on Poverty, Development and Democracy expect that a demonstrated commitment to this subject would promote the development of a published guide for governments, civil society and the private sector – a handbook for the role of the private sector in supporting democracy.

Panelists address a series of questions, which will include:
1. What are the attributes of a responsible, democratic government that impact the business climate in a given country?

2. How can governments, businesses, and civil society work as partners to strengthen these attributes?

3. What are the important successes or failures to date in the Americas that can serve as lessons for advancing this partnership?

Monday, April 18, 2011
Hall of the Americas, OAS Headquarters Main Building, 17th Street & Constitution Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20006

8:40 – 9:00am 

Registration

9:00 – 9:30am

Opening Remarks
· José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General, OAS

· Giulio Terzi, Ambassador of Italy to the United States of America

· Arturo Fermandois, Ambassador of Chile to the United States of America

· Hillary Clinton, Secretary of State, US Department of State (video message)

· Rolandas Kacinskas, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of Lithuania

9:30 – 11:00am
Plenary Session 1: 10 years of the Inter-American Democratic Charter: Good governance and its impact on business and economic development
Moderator:

· Victor Rico, Secretary, Secretariat for Political Affairs, OAS
Speakers:
· José Fernandez, Assistant Secretary, Economic, Energy, and Business Affairs, US Department of State (TBC)
· Vanda Guiomar Pignato, First Lady of El Salvador and Secretary of Social Inclusion
· Richard Bernal, Alternate Executive Director for the Caribbean, Inter-American Development Bank
· Eric Farnsworth, Vice President, Council of the Americas 

11:00 – 11:15am
Coffee Break
11:15am – 12:45pm      
Plenary Session 2: Governments, businesses, and civil society: Partnership for 



Strengthening Democracy
Moderator:

· John D. Sullivan, Executive Director, Center for International Private Enterprise (CIPE) 
Speakers:
· Federico Riggio, Head of International Affairs, Eni, Italy 
· Michael Hershman, The Fairfax Group and Founder of Transparency International in Berlin, Member of the Board of Directors of Transparency International-USA
· Scott Miller, Director, Global Trade Policy, Procter & Gamble
12:45 – 1:00pm

Closing Remarks

· Khasbazaryn Bekhbat, Ambassador of Mongolia to the United States of America

· Robert LaGamma, President, Council for a Community of Democracies

· Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs, OAS

1:00 – 2:00pm

Lunch offered by the Embassy of Italy
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* The CD Working Group on Poverty, Development and Democracy is co-chaired by Chile and Italy. Its governmental members currently include Cape Verde, El Salvador, India, Mexico (Observer), Mongolia and Morocco. Civil society is represented by the Council for a Community of Democracies, which serves as the Secretariat for the nongovernmental International Steering Committee of the CD, and the Center for International Private Enterprise.

PAGE  
Seminar on the Role of the Private Sector and other Actors in Supporting Democracy - 3

