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Ambassador Sarukhan served as a career diplomat in the Mexican Foreign Service where he was named Career Ambassador in 2006. In Mexico’s Foreign Ministry, Amb. Sarukhan served as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs, Permanent Representative to the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL), Head of the Counternarcotics Office and Chief of Staff at the Embassy of Mexico to the United States, Chief of Policy Planning, and Consul General in New York City. Ambassador Sarukhan holds a B.A. in International Relations from the College of Mexico and a M.A. in American Foreign Policy from the School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) at Johns Hopkins University.
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Mr. Restrepo has served as principal advisor to President Obama on issues related to Latin America, the Caribbean, and Canada, acting as Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for Western Hemisphere Affairs at the National Security Council and as Advisor and principal Spanish-language media surrogate for Obama for America in 2008 and 2012. Mr. Restrepo directed The Americas Project at the Center for Americas Progress, focusing on Latin America and the role of Hispanics in the United States, their future and the implications for progressive policy. As an attorney, Mr. Restrepo worked at Williams & Connolly, LLP and as a judicial clerk to the Honorable Anthony J. Scirica of the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. Mr. Restrepo is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania School Of Law and the University of Virginia.
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Dr. Whitehead is an Official Fellow in Politics at Nuffield College in Oxford University, having previously served as Acting Warden of the College and Senior Proctor of the University. In addition to serving as Chair of the Committee on Area and Development Studies of the Social Sciences Division of Oxford University, and President of the Conseil Scientifique of the Institut des Ameriques in Paris, he is a member of the steering committee of the Red Eurolatinoamericana de Gobernabilidad para el Desarrollo. Dr. Whitehead has also served as Research Fellow for the Latin American Program at the Wilson Center and Program Director at the Centre for US-Mexico Studies of the University of California. He has authored many publications and articles including “The Obama Administration and the Americas: Shifting the Balance” (Brookings Press, 2010). Mr. Whitehead holds a B.A. in Philosophy, Politics and Economics from Magdalen College and M.A. in Philosophy, Politics and Economics from Nuffield College, both in Oxford University, United Kingdom.
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Dr. Casas-Zamora joined the OAS in 2012 after working as Senior Fellow in Foreign Policy at the Brookings Institution, having served previously as Minister of National Planning and Economic Policy and Second Vice-President of Costa Rica. His professional experience includes working as Program Officer of the Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress, and General Coordinator of the United Nations Development Program’s National Human Development Report for Costa Rica. In 2007, Dr. Casas-Zamora was selected by the World Economic Forum as a member of the Young Global Leaders network. He is the author of studies on campaign finance, elections, democratic governance and human security in Latin America. Dr. Casas-Zamora received his Law Degree from the University of Costa Rica and a MA and Ph.D. in Political Science from the Universities of Essex and Oxford, respectively.

