Biography

Darío Paya is the Permanente Representative of Chile to the Organization of American States, appointed in March 2010, having previously served as a Member of Congress in Chile for four consecutive terms.
Ambassador Paya began his political career in 1989, when he was elected president of the Student Center of the Law School he attended. In 1992 and until 1994, he presided the youth arm of the Independent Democratic Unit party (UDI), while he practiced as a research attorney for the Instituto Libertad y Desarrollo as well as advising parliamentarians.

In 1993, he was elected to the Chamber of Deputies representing the Metropolitan Region (1994-1998 legislative term), becoming one of the youngest deputies up to that time. During his first term, he belonged to the permanent commissions of Interior Government, Regionalization, Planning and Social Development; and Human Rights, Nationality and Citizenship.
Darío Paya was reelected in December, 1997 for the same district (1998-2002 legislative term), participating in the Permanent Commission on Labor and Social Security. In December, 2001 he defended his seat in the Chamber (2002 – 2006 legislative term), this time participating in the permanent commissions of Constitution, Legislation and Justice; and Science and Technology, in addition to the Special Commission on Citizen Security.

In December, 2005 he won his fourth re-election, (2006 - 2010 legislative term), participating in the permanent commissions of Economy; and Science and Technology.

From 2006 until 2008, he served as secretary general of the National Directive of the UDI party. In 2008 he publicly announced his intention not to seek further re-election and served out his term until March 2010.

Ambassador Darío Paya earned a degree in law from the Universidad Católica de Chile’s School of Law and also served as a teaching assistant. He went on to pursue further studies in Japan, Spain and the United States.

