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Heads of State and Government of the African Union held their 15th Summit from 19 to 27 July 2010 in Kampala, Uganda and adopted decisions on a wide range of issues, showing the desire of the African community to intensify its joint search for answers to the challenges facing the continent. The participants underlined the need to increase the effectiveness of intra-African economic cooperation, and expedite interregional integration. In political terms, the Assembly stressed the need to support systematic collective action aimed at counterterrorism and conflict resolution. 

“Maternal, infant and Child Health and Development in Africa” was the theme of this Summit.  Actions were agreed upon by AU Members aimed at attaining three key Millennium Development Goals (MDG), namely Goal 4 to reduce child mortality, Goal 5 to improve maternal health and Goal 6 to combat HIV/aids, tuberculosis and other diseases.   This including launch of the Campaign on the Accelerated Reduction of Maternal Mortality in Africa (CARMMA), mobilisation of adequate resources for integrated health programmes up to 15% of national budgets, sharing of best practices within regions and regular evaluation and reporting of progress achieved by Member States. Additionally, the Abuja call for Accelerated Action toward Universal Access to HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (ATM) services in Africa was extended to 2015 to coincide with the target of the MDGs.
With regard to the implementation of the Year of Peace and Security in Africa, the Assembly urged Member States to fully take ownership of this initiative by signing and ratifying relevant AU instruments, including the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance. The Assembly welcomed the efforts deployed by the AU and the Regional Economic Communities / Regional Mechanisms for Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution (RECs/RMs), with the support of the international community, toward the full operationalization of the African Peace and Security Architecture, in particular the Continental Early Warning System (CEWS) and the African Standby Force (ASF). The Heads of State and Government seek increased and sustainable domestic resources to fund Africa’s peace and security agenda to support a sustainable strategy beyond 2010 and encouraged businesses to contribute to and support the initiative, as well as humanitarian organizations, civil society, media houses and religious organizations.   
Heads of State and Government at the Summit expressed concerns about developments in the continent that were felt to undermine constitutional order as well as ongoing conflicts in some parts of the region and urged political dialogue in good faith. On the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC), AU Members reiterated their commitment to fight impunity in conformity with the provisions of Article 4(h) of the Constitutive Act of the African Union and underlined their decision that AU Member States shall not cooperate with the ICC in the arrest and surrender of President El-Bashir of The Sudan. The Assembly decided to reject for now the request by ICC to open a Liaison Officer to the African Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and requested the Commission to inform the ICC accordingly. 

The Assembly reiterated its commitment to the vision of gradually transforming the African Union Commission into the African Union Authority in order to strengthen the institution building processes of the African Union and to accelerate the integration of the continent. It was decided that the theme of the July 2011 AU Summit will be “Accelerating Youth Empowerment for Sustainable Development”. 
The President of Mexico, Felipe Calderon, was guest of honour at the AU Summit, which was also attended by three Caribbean Prime Ministers; US Attorney General Eric Holder (on behalf of President Barack Obama); UN Deputy Secretary General, Mrs. Asha-Rose Migiro; President of the World Bank, Robert Zoellick; Secretary General of the Arab State League, Mr. Amr Mousa; and President of the Palestinian Authority, Mr. Mahmoud Abbas.
The second decision of the 43 adopted by the AU Executive Council at the time of the Summit, Decision 557.2 refers to “Cooperation with some countries and some International Organizations”, highlights the potential of strengthening the relations between the Commission and the OAS and encourages the cooperation between both organizations.
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