The First Meeting of the Inter-Regional Dialogue on Democracy
OAS, Washington D.C. 
14-15 April, 2011
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The first Meeting of the Inter-Regional Dialogue on Democracy was held at the headquarters of the OAS on April 15, 2011. This Meeting, organized by International IDEA and hosted by the OAS through the Department of International Affairs, launched an official dialogue to strengthen cooperation among regional organizations on democracy and related issues. OAS Secretary General José Miguel Insulza together with International IDEA Secretary General Vidar Helgesen opened the informal dialogue with the heads of Regional Organizations, namely Mr. Jean Ping, Chairperson of the African Union (AU); Mr. Tuiloma Neroni Slade, Secretary General of the Pacific Island Forum (PIF);  Ms. Fathimath Dhiyana Saeed, Secretary General of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC);  Ms. Mely Caballero-Anthony, Director of External Relations Directorate of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN);  Ambasador Hussein Hassouna of the League of Arab States (LAS); and Mr. László Deák, Political Counselor of the  European Union (EU) Commission Office in Washington D.C.
This Meeting of the Inter-Regional Dialogue on Democracy was launched as the first one in a multi-year effort to promote dialogue, initiated by International IDEA.  It was inspired by the spirit of the January 2010 high-level retreat convened by United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon to promote inter-regional cooperation and in follow up to IDEA´s Democracy and Development Global Consultations held last year. Those present at the meeting agreed on the importance of closer cooperation among regional organizations, given the common objectives, challenges and opportunities faced by different regions for the strengthening of democracy and democratic processes. The meeting was an opportunity for the Heads and high representatives of Regional Organizations to discuss the recent developments towards democracy, particularly in the Arab world, and to share their own experiences with the adoption and implementation of regional Democratic Charters and instruments.  Heads of Regional Organizations also began the exploration of new venues of cooperation as well as the strengthening of existing ones. 

Prior to the High Level Meeting, Senior Officials from the seven Regional Organizations met in the morning of April 14th to discuss the theme selected for this year, namely the Integrity of Elections.  They also considered the possible venue for an Inter-Regional Workshop on this issue, to be held later in 2011.  
A Press Statement was adopted by the Heads of Regional Organizations at the outcome of the Inter-Regional Dialogue Meeting (click here to access it).   An Inter-Regional Democracy Resource Center was launched at the Meeting to serve as the repository of materials on democracy and to facilitate the exchange of information and experiences for the Inter-Regional Dialogue on Democracy project.
 (http://www.idea.int/democracydialog)

Click here to see the photos of the First Meeting of the Inter-Regional Dialogue on Democracy and additional meetings of the Heads of Regional Organizations.
