Seventh Summit of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) and the 19th Annual Session of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly 

Astana, Kazakhstan, December 1 – 2, 2010
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Eleven years after the last OSCE Summit in Istanbul, the Heads of State and Government of the 56 participating States of the OSCE assembled in Astana, Kazakhstan on December 1-2, 2010. This is the seventh Summit of the OSCE and marks the 35th anniversary of the Helsinki Final Act and the 20th anniversary of the Charter of Paris for a New Europe.
In his remarks, Kazakhstan’s President Nursultan Nazarbayev welcomed the work of the Heads of State and Government, saying their adoption of the Astana Commemorative Declaration reconfirmed the Organization’s comprehensive approach to security based on trust and transparency.  The declaration calls for an action plan to be developed under the leadership of future chairmanships. The Astana Commemorative Declaration can be found clicking here “Astana Commemorative Declaration: Towards a Security Community”
The President of Lithuania, Dalia Grybauskaitė, whose country will take on the OSCE Chairmanship next year, discussed the overall purpose of the Organization in her speech at the December 1st, plenary session: “Our goal in the OSCE is clear – to build a true democratic security community without dividing lines, where all the commitments are implemented, the use of force is unthinkable and human rights and fundamental freedoms are fully respected.”

The following subjects were discussed at the Summit:
· Belarus announced it will give up its stock of highly enriched uranium, a critical component of nuclear weapons, ahead of the next Nuclear Security Meeting in 2012.
· Serbia and Finland discussed the problems of the Roma people.
· Ireland, Sweden, and the United States proclaimed their support for freedom of the media, and the United Kingdom discussed “the suppression of dissident voices.” The US spoke about the importance of freedom of the press and the safety of journalists.
· Denmark prioritized the fight against torture and the death penalty.
· Andorra, Hungary, Ireland, Norway, Slovak Republic, Sweden, and the United Kingdom, highlighted the need to advance minority rights and fight discrimination.  The Holy See focused on intolerance against Christians. Kazakhstan promoted its own understanding of tolerance.
· The Holy See and Tajikistan discussed the rights of migrants.
The OSCE bases its work around three core principles and commitments, namely the politico-military dimension, the economic and environmental dimension, and the human dimension of human rights and fundamental freedoms. The Summit and its Declaration reaffirmed the relevance and commitment to these principles.
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OSCE Secretary General Marc Perrin de Brichambaut; OSCE Chairperson-in-Office, Kazakhstan's Foreign Minister Kanat Saudabayev and President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev, at the concluding session of the OSCE Summit in Astana, 2 December 2010. (OSCE/Velimir Alic)

