Leaders from the European Union to meet with Leaders of Latin America and Caribbean countries in Spain at the VI EU-LAC Summit
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At the invitation of the Prime Minister of Spain, Mr. José Luis Zapatero, Heads of State and Government of the EU and Latin American and Caribbean countries will meet in Madrid on May 18th 2010 for the VI EU-LAC Summit. Several preparatory events organized prior to the Summit will take place, a meeting of EU-LAC Foreign Ministers is planned for May 17th and a series of bilateral mini-Summits will also be held with specific LAC countries and sub-regions (16 May: Summit with Mexico; 17 May: Summits with Chile, CARIFORUM and MERCOSUR; 19 May:  Summits with the Andean Countries and Central America).
 

This Summit, which has been held every two years since 1999, will be an opportunity for addressing key issues such as the global economy, the new international financial architecture and climate change. The central theme for the VI Summit is “Towards a new phase of the bi-regional association: innovation and technology for sustainable development and social inclusion”. 

The European Union will be represented by Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European Council, and José Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission. High Representative/Vice-President, Catherine ASHTON and Commissioner Karel DE GUCHT will also participate for the EU.  
 

