19th Annual Session of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) Parliamentary Assembly - Oslo, July 6 – 10, 2010
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The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) concluded its 19th annual Parliamentary Assembly session on the 10th of July 2010. The session’s theme was the “Rule of Law” with a focus on combating transnational crime and corruption. Its three general committees presented reports in their specific areas of political affairs and security; economic affairs, science, technology, and the environment; and democracy, human rights, and humanitarian questions. 
Petros Efthymiou of Greece was elected as the Assembly’s new President, and Spencer Oliver  was re-elected Secretary General with near unanimity to a second five-year term.  Mr. Efthymiou laid out two key priorities of his presidency: one, increasing the effectiveness of the Parliamentary Assembly’s work, “with a balanced approach to our agenda and a policy of equality towards all participating members,” and two, ensuring “a stronger role for the Assembly itself, with the enhancement of its position, both within the OSCE and in relation to our governments and other international organizations.”
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Secretary General Oliver noted in his address that over 3,200 parliamentarians from OSCE countries have observed more than 100 elections since the first observation mission to Russia in 1993, adding that “In the past year, the Assembly has continued to provide political leadership in the vital field of election observation. In Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, two presidential election rounds in Ukraine, Tajikistan and the United Kingdom, the OSCE parliamentarians have successfully led OSCE’s observation missions. This fall promises a full calendar of election observation activities, in Kyrgyzstan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the United States, Azerbaijan and perhaps others.” 
The Oslo Declaration contains the resolutions adopted during the Annual Session in Oslo, in which 250 parliamentarians participated. The resolutions span a wide range of issues, from the situation in Kyrgyzstan to the Parliamentary Assembly’s involvement in the Corfu process, the peace process in the Middle East, nuclear security, cybercrime, the situation in the Arctic, the right of return of internally displaced persons, investigative journalism and the death penalty.

The following link is to the Oslo Declaration of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly and Resolutions adopted at the 19th Annual Session in PDF;

http://oscepa.org/images/stories/documents/activities/1.Annual%20Session/2010_Oslo/Final_Declaration/FINAL_Oslo_Declaration_English.pdf 

