COOPERATION PROFILE

COOPERATION BETWEEN THE

PAN-AMERICAN HEALTH ORGANIZATION AND THE OAS

This note presents a brief profile of the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) and highlights the different areas and programs of cooperation that exist between PAHO and the Organization of American States (OAS).  Its purpose is to provide greater knowledge of the range of cooperation that takes place between the two institutions and to promote and facilitate continued cooperative activities.
The Section on Institutional Relations of the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations prepared this document. The website of the Department of International Affairs is http://www.oas.org/en/ser/dia/default.asp.  To find other Cooperation Profiles on the OAS and partner institutions, please consult the website of the Section on Institutional Relations at:  http://www.oas.org/en/ser/dia/institutional_relations/default.asp.
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Name:

              PAN-AMERICAN HEALTH ORGANIZATION


Address:                        525 23rd Street N.W. 
 Washington, D.C. 20037-2825, USA 


 

Phone:
 

(202) 974 - 3000 






Website:

http://www.paho.org   





Establishment: 
May 8th, 1958

Cooperation Agreement 


The Directing Council of the organization that preceded the current Pan-American Health Organization – the Pan American Sanitary Bureau - and the Organization of American States adopted a Cooperation Agreement on June 29th 1950. However, the first General Cooperation Agreement between both organizations adopted under the Pan American Health Organization was signed in 1984, through the Inter-American Children Institute (IIN).
	COOPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES AND THE PAN AMERICAN HEALTH ORGANIZATION
May 3rd, 1984


Background

The Pan American Sanitary Bureau was established in Washington DC on December 1902 through a resolution of the II International Conference of American States which recommended that "a general convention of representatives of the health organizations of the different American republics" be convened.  In 1958 the organization changed its name to the Pan American Health Organization at the XV Pan American Sanitary Conference in Puerto Rico.  
In 1949, the Pan American Sanitary Organization and the World Health Organization agreed that the Pan American Sanitary Bureau would serve as the regional office of the World Health Organization for the Americas. In 1950, the Pan American Sanitary Organization was recognized by the Permanent Council of the OAS in 1950 as a fully autonomous and specialized Inter-American organization. Thus, PAHO is considered to be a part of both the United Nations and Inter-American systems. Currently, PAHO is composed by the 35 countries in the Americas, Puerto Rico as Associate Member, France, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom as Participating States and Portugal and Spain as Observers States.   
The basic objectives of the Pan American Health Organization are to promote and coordinate the efforts of the countries of the Region of the Americas to combat disease, lengthen life, and promote the physical and mental health of their peoples. In its efforts to improve health, PAHO targets the most vulnerable groups including mothers and children, workers, the poor, the elderly, and refugees and displaced persons. 
The Organization provides technical collaboration in a variety of specialized public health fields and organizes emergency preparedness and disaster relief coordination. It supports efforts to control malaria, Chagas disease, urban rabies, leprosy, and other diseases that afflict the people of the Americas. PAHO collaborates with governments, other agencies, and private groups to address major nutritional problems, including protein-energy malnutrition, and is working to eliminate iodine and vitamin A deficiencies.
Budget/ Financial Resources
PAHO has a biennial budget made up of quotas from Member Governments,  the World Health Organization allocation for the regional office of the Americas, and extra budgetary funds. The Organization executes projects with specific funds provided by other United Nations agencies, international organizations such as the World Bank and Inter-American Development Bank, official development cooperation agencies of various governments, and by philanthropic foundations.

PAHO’s total budget is in the order of US$ 288 million, of which 40% comes from quotas provided by the Member States. (April 2010).
 The five largest contributors are: the United States (US$ 60 million); Canada (US$ 12.5 million); Brazil (US$ 7 million); Argentina (US$ 4 million); and Venezuela (US$ 2.5 million).  The remainder of PAHO’s budget (around 60%) is provided by the World Health Organization.  
Organizational Structure 
The structure of PAHO comprises the following bodies:
1. The Pan American Sanitary Conference: The supreme governing body in which each Member Government is represented.  The Conference meets every four years in late September or early October, defines the Organization's general policies, serves as a forum on public health matters, elects the Director of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau, and approves PAHO's strategic orientations and program priorities for the coming quadrennial.

2. The Directing Council: Consists of one representative of each Member Government; meets once a year and acts on behalf of the Conference in years when that body does not meet. It also reviews and approves the Organization's program and budget.

3. The Executive Committee: Composed of representatives of nine Member Governments elected by the Conference or the Council for staggered three-year terms; meets twice yearly to consider technical and administrative matters, including the program and budget, and submits its recommendations to the Conference or Council. 

4. The Pan American Sanitary Bureau:  Headed by the Director, acts as the Executive Secretariat and carries out the directives of the Governing Bodies.

Dr. Mirta Roses Periago, from Argentina, is the Director of the Pan American Health Organization.  She was elected in September 2002 and re-elected in 2007 for another five year term. Dr. Roses is the fourth Latin American and the first woman to lead the world's oldest international health agency. 
Main Meetings of PAHO
Directing Council Meeting – 2009
 

The Directing Council of PAHO held its 2009 meeting in Washington DC, from September 28th to October 2nd..  The Final Report includes approval of the following: Plan of Action on the Health of Old Persons; Elimination of Neglected Diseases and other Poverty-related Infections; Policy on Research for Health; Strategy and Plan of Action on Mental Health; Plan of Action on Youth Health; Plan of Action for Implementing Gender Equality; and Policy Framework for Human Organ Donation and Transplantation. The Strategic Plan of Action for 2008-2012 amended at this meeting can be accessed at:    http://www.paho.org/french/gov/csp/od328-full-e.pdf
Pan American Sanitary Conference – 2007

The XXVII Pan American Sanitary Conference, hosted by the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), October 1 - 5 2007, Washington DC, brought together the highest level health authorities on health in the Western Hemisphere.  Members approved the Strategic Plan of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau 2008-2010, PAHO’s highest level planning instrument which outlines objectives and expected results for the next 5 years. The 16 Strategic Objectives identified in the document include: 
· reducing the sanitary, social, and economic burden of communicable diseases; 
· combating HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria; and 
· reducing the health related consequences of disasters, crises and conflicts, and minimizing their social and economic impact. 
At this Conference, progress reports on Avian Flu and Pandemic Influenza, the elimination of Rubella and Congenital Rubella Syndrome, the current situation with malaria in the Americas and PAHO’s ongoing efforts in the fight against the HIV/AIDS epidemic and other diseases.    The importance of human resources in the health sector was brought to the forefront of the discussion in the document entitled: Regional Human Resources Goals for Health 2007-2015. Governments in the Americas agreed to establish 20 precise goals in this area, to be reached by 2015, including: a human resource density level of 25 health professionals per 10,000 inhabitants; a ratio of qualified nurses to physicians of at least 1:1 in all the countries of the region; and the reduction by half of the gap of human resources distribution in the health sector between rural and urban areas. The next Pan American Sanitary Conference is scheduled for 2012, at PAHO’s headquarters in Washington DC.
Main Areas of Collaboration between PAHO and the OAS

· GROUP OF FRIENDS OF HAITI
PAHO and the OAS have several projects in common related to Haiti.  These are a part of the efforts of the “Group of Friends of Haiti”
, an informal group chaired by Ambassador Albert Ramdin, created in 2001 through General Assembly Resolution AG/RES. 1831 / (XXXI-O/01) and includes representatives of Member States, Permanent Observers of the OAS and international organizations, notably those in the Inter-American System
 which provide support for activities in Haiti related to strengthening of democracy, promotion and protection of human rights and social and economic development. 
In September 2009, the “Group of Friends of Haiti” undertook, with support of the Government of Haiti, the first Inter-American Mission to Haiti.
 The objectives of the visit were: 
· To continue the dialogue with Haitian authorities on the support to be provided to that country on the basis of the needs and priorities identified by the administration of President Rene Préval and Prime Minister Md. Michelle Pierre-Louis;
· To highlight successful projects and programs being financed, executed or supported in Haiti by Inter-American agencies and member states  which positively impact the lives of Haitians; and
· To begin crafting a policy that could lead to a strengthened Inter-American partnership and improved coordination for support to Haiti.
After the tremendously destructive earthquake of January 2010 in Haiti, the OAS organized several meetings of the Permanent Council and the Group of Friends to discuss the situation and how to coordinate disaster relief. The OAS activated the Inter-American Disaster mechanism, calling daily coordination meetings for relief activities with representatives of partner organizations, including PAHO as well as representatives of the OAS, PADF, IICA and the IADB.  
	Contact Information

OAS: Office of the Assistant Secretary General – Haiti Task Force

Mr. Jean Ricot Dormeus

Senior Advisor - Coordinator Haiti Task Force

Email: jdormeus@oas.org
PAHO: Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Relief
Mr. Jean-Luc Poncelet
Director
Email: ponceletj@paho.org


· TELEHEALTH IN THE AMERICAS
A book entitled “Tele-Medicine in the Americas” was published in 2006 as the result of a joint project agreed in 2005 between the Inter-American Commission on TeleCommunication (CITEL/OAS), PAHO and the ITU (International Telecommunication Union), the purpose of which was to study the status of telemedicine and tele-health in the Americas.   The book examines how the different countries and their institutions (public, civil society, academic, and private sector) are preparing for the use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) in the health sector and is the first initiative of an 

ongoing joint OAS-PAHO project called “Tele-Health Network of the Americas”,
   The objective of the project is to create a Tele-Health Network in the region for the incorporation of successful experiences and the promotion of local initiatives of regional scope, and to benefit from connectivity so as to share the content and diagnostic evaluations of the region’s professionals and health and hospital services.
	Contact Information

OAS: Inter-American Commission on Telecommunications (CITEL)

Mr. Clóvis Baptista

Executive Secretary

Email: cbaptista@oas.org  

PAHO: Knowledge Management and Communication
Ms. Theresa Bernardo
Director

Email: bernardot@paho.org  


· PUBLIC HEALTH - DRUGS
A Memorandum of Understanding between PAHO and the Inter-American Commission on Drug Abuse Control (CICAD/OAS) on the subject of Drugs and Public Health in Latin America was signed in 2006, in which the two organizations pledge to cooperate in establishing the Network on Education and Public Health for sharing information on drugs and international public health in Latin America.
The main objectives of the project for the Network on Education and Public Health are to facilitate: i) communication among the members of the network; ii) the effective exchange of information and joint activities; and iii) the realization of projects to address drug-related issues. PAHO is contributing $15,000 (US) to the OAS/CICAD (Inter-American Commission on Drug Abuse Control) for the implementation of the project.

	Contact Information

OAS: Secretariat for Multidimensional Security
Mr.  James Mack
Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission
Email: jmack@oas.org  
PAHO: Human Resources for Health
Mr. Charles Godue
Unit Chief of Human Resources for Health
Email: goduec@paho.org   


· GENDER ISSUES
On March 2010, the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) co-organized an event with the PAHO Gender, Ethnicity and Health Unit to celebrate International’s Women Day, entitled: “Gender Equality in Health: a Right for Adolescents” at which the three winners of PAHO’s competition on “Best Practices to Incorporate a Gender Equality Perspective in Health of Adolescents and Youth” were recognized.   PAHO also participated in the meeting that CIM held at the OAS Headquarters with the Minister for the Status of Women and Women’s Rights of Haiti on February 2010, in order to examine the situation of women and girls following the January earthquake.  Dr. Juan Manuel Sotelo from PAHO gave a presentation on the PAHO response to the gender situation in Haiti.
CIM and PAHO are implementing a joint project on “Integration of Policies and Programs on HIV and Violence against Women from a Gender and Human Rights Perspective in Central America.” This project, in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Panama, aims to address the intersection between HIV/AIDS and violence against women. In December 2009, the preliminary component was concluded and the second phase of the project initiated in January 2010.  The second phase consists of the development and pilot-testing of an integrated model of care for HIV-positive women, victims of violence in El Salvador. In view of PAHO’s experience on these topics and its privileged relationship with the Ministries of Health in the project countries, PAHO has assumed a leading role in advising and implementing this second phase.
	Contact Information

OAS: Permanent Secretariat for the Inter-American Commission of Women
Ms. Carmen Moreno

Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women

Email: cmoreno@oas.org
PAHO: Gender Diversity and Human Rights
Ms. Marijke Velzeboer-Salcedo
Coordinator Women and Health Unit
Email:  salcedomv@paho.org 


· CHILDHOOD AND WELFARE OF CHILDREN
The first cooperation agreement between the Instituto Interamericano del Niño (IIN) and the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) was signed in 1984 and both organizations maintained strong cooperation during this decade. The last joint project carried out by the two organizations dates from 1990 and consisted of an effort to improve data collection on birth registry and vital statistics in Latin America.

PAHO participated in the XIX Pan American Child Congress, held in Mexico City in 2004, organized by the IIN and the OAS.  PAHO sent an expert speaker (Dr. Bernardo Kliksberg) to address the conference on the theme of the “Evolution of the Child’s Relationship with the Family”.
	Contact Information

OAS: Inter-American Children Institute (IIN)
Ms. Paulina Fernandez
Director of Projects and Areas

Email: pfernandez@oas.org
PAHO: Family and Community Health
Ms. Gina Tambini
Coordinator Health of Children and Adolescents 
Email: tambinig@paho.org 


· AGRICULTURE AND RURAL HEALTH 
In March 31st 2006, the OAS Headquarters hosted an Ambassadorial Briefing  on “Avian Flu and Pandemic Influenza”, organized by the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) and PAHO. The briefing was directed to the US Congress, the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB), the OAS Permanent Council, the US State Department, and The World Bank. Such efforts have yielded an interagency project on avian flu and pandemic influenza between PAHO and the IADB, and rekindled the possibility for further cooperative initiatives at the country level across the region. 
IICA and PAHO work together to organize the Inter-American Ministerial Meeting on Health and Agriculture (RIMSA).  RIMSA 15 was held in 2008 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil under the theme “Agriculture and Health: Alliance for Equity and Rural Development in the Americas”.  The next RIMSA meeting will be held in 2010.  
IICA and PAHO signed an MOU in 2006 entitled, “Strategic Alliance for the Promotion of Health and Prosperity in the Rural Communities of the Americas.” The document establishes the framework and legal basis for future cooperative efforts arising from shared concerns.   
At the regional level, IICA and PAHO adopted a Joint Plan of Action in 2005 for activities carried out in Argentina, the Bahamas, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Honduras, Mexico, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago, in areas including as the design of national food safety programs, the review of legislation on the subject and the creation of national food safety committees. The areas of cooperation covered by this Plan of Action include:  
1. Public health and animal health;
2. Exchanges related to planning, monitoring and evaluation;  
3. Exchange of information and experiences; and
4. Significant contributions to the Summit Process; 

  
	Contact Information

OAS: Inter-American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture
Ms. Priscila Enriquez
Senior Technical Specialist
Email: phenriquez@iicawash.org
PAHO: Public Veterinarian Health
Mr. Christina Schneider
Head, Rabies and Zoonoses Control
Email: schneiderc@paho.org  




	                     For more information please contact:

                                           Irene Klinger

                                                Director

                        Department of International Affairs

                                         iklinger@oas.org
                                                 website:

http://www.oas.org/en/ser/dia/default.asp
or
                                        Sherry Stephenson

                               Head of Institutional Relations

                          Department of International Affairs

                                      sstephenson@oas.org
                                                 website:

         http://www.oas.org/en/ser/dia/institutional_relations/default.asp



This profile was last updated on August 2010
� Originally, PAHO was called the Pan American Sanitary Bureau when it was established in 1902. The name was changed to PAHO in 1958.





� � HYPERLINK "http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=2009&Itemid" ��http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=2009&Itemid�


�� HYPERLINK "http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1640&Itemid=1425&lang=en#final" ��http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1640&Itemid=1425&lang=en#final� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.paho.org/english/gov/csp/csp27-fr-e.pdf" ��http://www.paho.org/english/gov/csp/csp27-fr-e.pdf� 


� The General Assembly through Resolution  AG/RES. 1831 / (XXXI-O/01)


� The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO); the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB); the Pan American Development Foundation (PADF); Inter-American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture; and the Organization of American States (OAS).


� The General Assembly through Resolution AG/RES. 2487 (XXXIX-O/09)


� CCP.I-TEL/doc. 1687/09 rev.1


� From the original: “Mejoramiento del Registro Civil y las Estadíticas Vitales”
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