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 SUMMARY PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY, COUNCIL OF EUROPE (WINTER SESSION)



JANUARY 23-27, 2012
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The Council of Europe brings together 47 democracies with 636 members from their national parliaments. Throughout the year members of parliament hold seven meetings, starting with the Parliamentary Assembly.
The winter session of the Parliamentary Assembly was held on January 23-27, 2012 in Strasbourg, France, at the headquarters of the Council of Europe.  The session heard addresses from different European leaders including Grigol Vashadze, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia, Tarja Halonen, President of Finland and David Cameron, Primer Minister of the United Kingdom.

During the Assembly a debate was carried out focusing on women’s rights worldwide, citing the failure to decrease inequality despite the numerous commitments that have been made in the past.  This debate was followed by a statement from Michelle Bachelet, United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Director of UN Women. 
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The situation in Belarus regarding the violation of freedom of speech was addressed during the Assembly.  Parliamentarians expressed concern about the deterioration of respect for human rights and individual liberties in the country and took a decision to increase support to civil society.

Concern was likewise expressed by Parliamentarians about the functioning of democratic institutions in Bosnia and Herzegovina.  The country has not been able to establish a government at state level due to conflicts in the distribution of posts within the Council of Ministers.

Other topics discussed during the Parliamentary Assembly included:  the right of citizens to participate in cultural life; guaranteeing the authority and effectiveness of the European Convention on Human Rights; honoring obligations and commitments by Serbia; protecting human rights and dignity by taking into account previously expressed wishes of patients; the Russian Federation between two elections; enforced population 
transfer as a human rights violation and demographic trends in Europe: turning challenges into opportunities.
Thomas Hammarberg, Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe, presented the Annual Activity Report of the Council of Europe from 2011 to the Committee of Ministers and the Parliamentary Assembly.  The report summarizes the different activities carried out by the Council of Europe along with cooperative activities with different international bodies.

Elections for the presidency of the Council of Europe were held and Jean-Claude Mignom was elected to conduct the Assembly for 2012. . 
For more information, please refer to the Official Website of the Parliamentary Assembly   
OAS Department of International Affairs

