COOPERATION PROFILE

COOPERATION BETWEEN THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE AND THE OAS
This note presents a brief profile of the Council of Europe and highlights the different areas and programs of cooperation that exist between the Council of Europe and the Organization of American States (OAS).

The Section on Institutional Relations of the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations prepared this document. The website of the Department of International Affairs is http://www.oas.org/en/ser/dia/default.asp.  To find other Cooperation Profiles on the OAS and partner institutions, please consult the website of the Section on Institutional Relations at: 

http://www.oas.org/en/ser/dia/institutional_relations/default.asp.

Name, address, and date of establishment 
Name:


COUNCIL OF EUROPE 




Address:


Avenue de l’Europe 67075 Strasbourg, FRANCE





Phone:  +33 (0)3 88 41 20 00



Website:


http://www.coe.int  

Establishment: 

May 5, 1949


Secretary General: 
Mr.Thorbjorn Jagland (elected 2009; will serve until 2014)
Cooperation Agreement 
The Organization of the American States and the Council of Europe first agreed to a Cooperation Framework on November 13, 1987 through an exchange of letters.  This was subsequently revised and expanded by the two organizations through a Memorandum of Understanding, signed on September 19, 2011, which builds upon the earlier agreement in order to broaden and strengthen the cooperation between the Secretariat General of the Council of Europe and the General Secretariat of the OAS.  A link to the MOU is found below.

	MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE OAS                                       AND THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE 

September 19, 2011



Background
The Council of Europe is an international organization established on 5 May 1949 by 10 countries in the framework of the Treaty of London. Currently, the Council of Europe counts 47 countries in Europe as its members.  Its purpose is to create a common democratic and legal area throughout the entire European continent and to ensure respect for fundamental democratic values, human rights and the rule of law. It also endeavors out to promote awareness and encourage the development of Europe's cultural identity and diversity; to find common solutions to the challenges facing European society and to consolidate democratic stability in Europe by backing political, legislative and constitutional reform.  

The Council of Europe conducts work in the following areas: 
· Safeguarding human rights, democracy and the rule of law; 
· promoting social and economic rights; 
· combating racism, xenophobia and intolerance; 
· promoting cultural diversity; 
· finding common solutions to society’s problems;  and

· developing democratic citizenship through educational, youth, sport and heritage initiatives.
            The Council of Europe is funded by its 47 member states. The amount that each state has to fund is determined on the basis of its GDP and population. Member states may additionally make voluntary contributions of funds to meet specified requirements. The five largest contributors to the budget in 2012 are France, Germany. Italy, the Russian Federation and the United Kingdom.  
The program and budget of the Council of Europe for 2012-2013 are focused on the three priority sectors of Human Rights, Rule of Law and Democracy, with greater emphasis on field activities and more effective monitoring mechanisms to achieve better co-ordination of activities, increased efficiency and higher impact.  The total budget envelope of the Council of Europe for 2012-2013 is Euros 383,576,300, with all funding sources combined (ordinary budget plus extra contributions from Member States and the EU).   This is equivalent to around $ 492,091,202 (US dollars at exchange rate of January 2012), or $492 million US dollars.  Nearly half of the 2012-2013 budget of the CoE (45%) is devoted to its work on Human Rights.
The Secretary-General of the Council of Europe is elected for a five-year term by the Parliamentary Assembly.  The Right Honourable Terry Davis served as Secretary-General of the Council of Europe from June 2004 to August 2009.   Mr. Thorbjorn Jagland, former Prime Minister of Norway, was elected as the current Secretary-General on September 30th 2009, and will serve until 2014. 
Main Areas of Present and Future Cooperation between the Council of Europe and OAS

The Council of Europe was designed to develop and promote common democratic principles throughout Europe based on the European Convention on Human Rights and other reference texts on the protection of individuals.  The Council of Europe aims to always respect and promote human rights, democracy, and the rule of law.  

Meetings between the OAS Secretary General and the Secretary General of the Council of Europe took place at the UN General Assembly in September 2007 and in September 2008.  In March 2009 the Right Honourable Terry Davis spoke as the invited guest in the 35th Lecture Series of the Americas at OAS Headquarters on the topic “The Universality of Human Rights and the Work of the Council of Europe”.  In May 2009 a programmatic exchange between technical experts of the OAS and the Council of Europe took place at the Council of Europe headquarters in Strasbourg, France, and OAS Secretary-General Jose Miguel Insulza delivered an address to a special meeting of the Ministers Deputies of the Council of Europe, who are the Ambassadors of the Council’s 47 member States.    
A ceremony for the signing of the new Memorandum of Understanding was held in New York on September _19, 2011, in which both Secretary General Insulza of the OAS and Secretary General Jagland participated and signed the new agreement designed to strengthen institutional cooperation between the two organizations and promote mutual cooperation for the achievement of common objectives
The new MOU foresees the undertaking of future institutional cooperation between the two organizations in Article I in the following areas, of which the issues of anti-trafficking in persons, internet governance, reducing the production, trafficking and use of illegal drugs, media freedom, women’s rights, promoting international legal standards, and children’s rights, would be new areas for cooperative action.

· human rights protection, development and awareness raising;

· freedom of the media, data protection, information society and internet governance;

· women’s rights, elimination of violence against women and fight against trafficking in human beings;

· children’s rights and the rights of persons with disabilities

· social cohesion;

· democracy building electoral matters, , good governance and civil society,

· conflict prevention and management, post-conflict rehabilitation, 

· rule of law: strengthening the judiciary, fighting terrorism and transnational organised crime, corruption and cybercrime; 

· reducing the production, trafficking and use of illegal drugs;

· promoting international legal standards, in particular by exploring the opportunity for each organisation to encourage accession by its members to selected conventions [or legal instruments] adopted by the other organisation.



Ongoing cooperation exists at present between the OAS and the Council of Europe in four areas: promotion of democracy and human rights; terrorism and cyber security, corruption; and cyber crime.  Cooperative activities in these four areas are outlined below. 
· PROMOTION OF DEMOCRACY 
Mr Guy De Vel, Director General of Legal Affairs of the Council of Europe, participated in the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice and Attorneys General of the Americas organized by the OAS in Santo Domingo on April 23rd to 26th, 2009 and delivered a speech on cybercrime.  

On February 20th and 21st, 2009 Mr Jos Lemmers (Executive Director of the North-South Centre), gave a presentation on the experience of the Council of Europe in the defense and the promotion of democracy at a conference on “The role of regional and multilateral organizations in the defense and the promotion of democracy” held in Washington DC and sponsored by the Convening Group of the Community of Democracies and the OAS.  

	Contact information
OAS: Secretariat for Political Affairs

Executive Secretary 
Email:  

Council of Europe:  Department of Legal Affairs

Mr. Jean-Louis Laurens

Director General
Email: jean-louis.laurens@coe.int  



· HUMAN RIGHTS
The Organization of American States and the Council of Europe enjoy an ongoing cooperative relationship in their work to promote human rights and have jointly participated in various working meetings and conferences.  A delegation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights traveled to the headquarters of the European Court to discuss a range of issues concerning the processing of individual cases on human rights.
 

On January 30, 2009 in Strasbourg, Mr. Paolo G. Carrozza, president of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, addressed the opening of the judicial year of the European Commission on Human Rights.

On December 5th and 6th, 2008, DG4 (Directorate General of Education, Culture and Heritage, Youth and Sport) of the Council of Europe participated in the meeting of the Advisory Board of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices of the OAS, held in Antigua, Guatemala. 

	Contact information
OAS:  Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

Mr. Santiago Canton

Executive Secretary 
Email: scanton@oas.org
Council of Europe:  Department of Human Rights and Legal Affairs

Mr. Philippe Boillat

Director General
Email: Philippe.boillat@coe.int 



· TERRORISM AND CYBER SECURITY 

The Secretariat of the OAS Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) and the Council of Europe’s Counter Terrorism Task Force cooperate on security matters, to support the work of the Council of Europe’s Committee of Experts on Terrorism (CODEXTER) and the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE’s) Action against Terrorism Init (ATU), on issues related to terrorism. 
On October 17th– 19th, 2007 The Council of Europe’s Committee of Experts on Terrorism (CODEXTER 13) invited members of the CICTE Secretariat to participate in their biannual meeting in Strasbourg, France. This was the first OAS participation in CODEXTER.  At the meeting the OAS experts briefed the delegates on the work of CICTE. 

The CICTE Eighth Regular Session held March 5th–7th, 2008 included discussions on cyber security that included Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA) in the working group on cyber crime and CITEL, as the bodies charged with implementation of the 2004 Strategy on Cyber Security. 

In 2008, the Council of Europe Counter–Terrorism Coordinator contributed to the OAS Seminars on Assistance to Victims of Terrorism, held in Cartagena on February 24th– 29th, and June 2nd-5th.  Both organizations exchanged information with regard to the Formal Review of the United Nations Global Counter – Terrorism Strategy.  
  

CICTE organized a joint conference with the Council of Europe on “Terrorism and Cyber Security” hosted and funded by Spain in Madrid on April 16th–17th, 2009, the first such joint conference of the two organizations.  .  The Secretary General of the Council of Europe, the Right Honourable Terry Davis and CICTE Chair Juan Miguel Alcantara Soria, Assistant Attorney General of Mexico, opened the event which counted with the attendance of 81 countries from Europe and the Americas.  CITEL and the REMJA Cyber Crime Working Group were invited as observers since their three units collectively promote the OAS Comprehensive Inter-American Cyber Security Strategy adopted by the OAS General Assembly (OASGA) in 2004.   OAS Secretary General Insulza attended this event. Organized under the Spanish Chairmanship in the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers, the conference was borne out of a growing partnership between the CICTE Secretariat and the Council’s Committee of Experts on Terrorism (CODEXTER). Participants totaled more than 150 and included policymakers and experts from the COE and OAS Member and Observer States, as well as representatives of several international organizations, the private sector and academia.   The conference focused on ways in which the Internet is misused by terrorist organizations and their supporters, and the numerous risks that this poses to cyber-security.

The two organizations agreed to continue to strengthen their cooperative relationship with respect to the following areas: 

· Cyber security;

· Terrorism financing;

· Counter terrorism legislation and conventions;

· Border controls, including document security.

	Contact information
OAS:  CICTE / Secretariat for Multidimensional Security 

Executive Secretary 
Mr. Adam Blackwell
Email: ablackwell@oas.org 

Council of Europe:  Department of Human Rights and Legal Affairs

Mr. Philippe Boillat

Director General
Email: Philippe.boillat@coe.int 




CORRUPTION 
The OAS and the Council of Europe exchange information within the framework of the Conventions against Corruption adopted in the two organizations and the mechanisms created for their implementation.  These include the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and its follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC) for the OAS, and the Council of Europe anti-corruption standards and other legal instruments established within the framework of the Group of States against Corruption (GRECO), created in 1999 to monitor compliance with the anti-corruption standards of the COE.   Within this context there is an ongoing process of reciprocal cooperation between the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, which serves as the Technical Secretariat of the follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption MESICIC, and the COE, through the Secretariat of the Group of States against Corruption (GRECO), which has responsibility for management of the GRECO monitoring process
The Director of Legal Affairs of the Council of Europe has, met with the OAS Secretary-General.  He also participated in the course “International Law” organized by the OAS in Rio de Janeiro. In 2010, GRECO participated as an observer at the Third Meeting of the Conference of States Parties to the MESICIC.  Both organizations have participated as observers in the Latin American Meeting of Ministers of Justice.

On October 21, 2011 the OAS, the MESICIC Technical Secretariat became an observer member of the Council of Europe Group against Corruption (GRECO).  The admission was made official during the Fifty-Second Plenary Meeting of GRECO hosted by the 47 States of the Council of Europe.  The acceptance of the OAS as an observer to this body will allow it to attend the annual meetings of GRECO and develop joint actions to support OAS Member States in their fight against corruption.   The OAS joins other observers, including among them the United Nations, the OECD and the CoE’s Parliamentary Assembly. 
	Contact information
OAS:  Department of Legal Cooperation 

Mr. Jorge García-González 
Director

Email: legalcooperation@oas.org   

Council of Europe:  Department of Human Rights and Legal Affairs

Mr. Philippe Boillat

Director General
Email: Philippe.boillat@coe.int



CYBERCRIME
In the area of cybercrime, there is an ongoing process of cooperation between the Council of Europe and the OAS.  On repeated occasions, the OAS General Assembly and the Meetings of the Ministers of Justice, Solicitors and General prosecutors of the Americas (REMJA), have recommended that OAS Member States take steps to bring their cybercrime legislation into line with the provisions of the COE Convention on Cybercrime and Cybernetics Delinquency and consider acceding to that Convention.

The OAS General Secretariat and the Council of Europe, with the support of Spain, organized the First International Conference on Cybercrime in December 2005, to which representatives of the Member States of both organizations were invited. 
In 2007, the Council of Europe participated in a meeting of the OAS/REMJA Meetings of Ministers of Justice or other Ministers or Attorney Generals of the Americas (REMJA) Cybercrime working group. After this meeting an agreement was reached to promote the implementation of the Convention in Cybercrime in Latin America. This resulted in: 
- A workshop organized by the Organization of American States and the United States Department of Justice, with the participation of the Council of Europe, for 14 countries of the Caribbean in Trinidad and Tobago in May 2008. During the event, the legislation of the 14 Caribbean countries against provisions of the Convention was reviewed in detail. 
- A workshop to review in detail and strengthen the national legislation of 17 countries in Latin America, in line with the Convention on Cybercrime of the Council of Europe. The workshop was organized by the OAS and the Council of Europe in collaboration with the United States Department of Justice in Bogota, Colombia, September 3rd–5th, 2008.  
The Council of Europe also participated in the meeting of the Group of Experts on High-tech Crime on November 19th-20th, 2007 in Washington DC. 
The Council of Europe, through its Economic Crime Division of the Directorate General of Human Rights and Legal Affairs, has participated in past meetings of the Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA).  The COE has also participated in meetings of the REMJA Working Group on Cyber-Crime, held at OAS Headquarters most recently in January, 2010.  The COE has also attended and participated in cybercrime training workshops organized by the OAS in Peru, Barbados, and Colombia.   The Director of the OAS Department of Legal Cooperation has reciprocally participated in the COE Octopus Interface Conference on Cooperation against Cybercrime.

	Contact information
OAS: Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE),

Secretariat for Multidimensional Security

Mr. Adam Blackwell
Executive Secretary 

Email: ablackwell @oas.org
OAS:  Department of Legal Cooperation 

Mr. Jorge García-González 
Director

Email: legalcooperation@oas.org   

Council of Europe:  Department of Human Rights and Legal Affairs

Mr. Philippe Boillat

Director General
Email: Philippe.boillat@coe.int 




Annual Meeting of the Council of Europe


The 120th session of the Committee of Ministers convened in Strasbourg on May 11, 2010. Ministers of Foreign Affairs and representatives of the 47 member states of the Council of Europe adopted decisions following-up on the Declaration and Action Plan adopted at Interlaken in February 2010 on the future of the European Court of Human Rights, intended to make the supervision of executions of Court judgments more effective and transparent. The Ministers examined Council of Europe actions following the conflict in Georgia. Following the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty, Ministers welcomed the EU commitment to accede to the European Convention on Human Rights. Further discussion centered on Bosnia-Herzegovina following the December 2009 European Court of Human Rights judgments and preparation of a Council of Europe Convention on the Counterfeiting of Medical Products.

The 121st session of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe convened in Istanbul, Turkey, on May 11, 2011.  The discussion centered on the reform of European institutions, including the outcome of the Conference of Izmir on the reform of the European Court of Human Rights and a more effective supervisory mechanism for the European Convention on Human Rights.  Participants evaluated the implementation of the provisions of the Strasbourg Declaration on the situation of the Roma in Europe.   And officials exchanged ideas on the proposals of the General Secretary to the Council of Europe’s Neighborhood Policy, aimed to promote dialogue and cooperation with the neighboring countries and regions.  Javier Solana presented the Group of Eminent Persons Report on “Living together: Combining diversity and freedom in 21st-century Europe”, a document on evaluations in the field of human rights in Europe.   Finally, the European Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence was presented for approval.
	For further information, please contact:

Alfonso Quiñonez
Executive Secretary
Secretariat for External Relations
aquinonez@oas.org 
or

Sherry Stephenson

Head of Institutional Relations

Department of International Affairs
sstephenson@oas.org
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