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Heads of States and Government of the African Union held their 16th Summit from 24 to 31 January 2011 at the AU headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. More than 30 African Heads of State and Government participated under the theme “Towards Greater Unity and Integration through Shared Values”.  During the Summit they discussed peace, security and stability on the continent and focused their attention on the situation of particular countries, namely the political crisis in the Ivory Coast and Gabon, the social unrest in Tunisia and Egypt, the post-referendum reconstruction in Sudan and the deteriorating situation in Somalia. Mr. Jean Ping, Chairperson of the AU Commission stated that the organization expects to see positive change in those countries soon.

  
 This Summit reconfirmed the past decisions of the AU 15th Summit and produced new decisions and declarations. The outgoing Chairperson of the African Union, President Mr. Bungu wa Mutharika of Malawi, chaired the opening session. The Assembly took note of the successful launching of the African Women’s Decade in Nairobi, Kenya following the AU’s Nairobi Declaration for Improvement of Women’s Rights in Africa.  It also reaffirmed the AU commitment to support the Fund for African Women and amended the Solemn Declaration on Gender Equity(SDGEA). 
  
With regard to the implementation of the Decisions on the International Criminal Court (ICC), the Assembly reiterated the commitment to fight impunity in conformity with the provisions of Article 4(h) of the Constitutive Act of the African Union. However, The AU supported the request of President Bashir to defer the ICC investigations and prosecutions in relation to the 2008 post election violence in Kenya under Article 16 of the Rome Statute.  The AU requested the UN Security Council to agree to the AU requests for support of the ongoing peace-building and national reconciliation processes in various African states.  
           The Assembly underscored shared values as a means of accelerating Africa’s integration agenda,   acknowledging the role of women, youth and civil society in promoting these shared values and the importance of securing and enhancing their participation in the development, popularization and domestication of these values.  The next Chair of the 17th AU Summit will be President Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo of Equatorial Guinea. 
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 of the 16th AU Summit was addressed by United Nations Secretary General Mr. Ban Ki Moon who emphasized the need to achieve peace and security in Africa. French President Nicolas Sarkozy attended as a special guest. In his speech he mentioned that France will provide innovative financing for Africa during 2011 and that France would solicit Africa’s support in the G20. Other speakers at the opening ceremony included Mr. Josepg Desiss, President of the 65th Session of the United Nations General Assembly, and billionaire and philanthropist Bill Gates who was a special guest at the Summit. More than 4,000 representatives of governments from various regions including Europe, Asia, Latin America and North America, as well as international organizations were also in attendance.
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The final Declaration of the 16th Summit can be found at: Declaration  on “Towards Greater Unity and Integration Through Shared Values”            http://www.au.int/en/summit
The 17th AU summit will be held in July 2011 on the theme of “Accelerating Youth Empowerment for Sustainable Development”.   It will be hosted by Equatorial Guinea, in Malabo.
