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PRESENTATION OF OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY OF THE FORUM

Dear Ambassadors, Permanent Representatives, Members of the AU commission, IDEA and OAS Secretariat, I would like to add my voice to that of OAS Secretary-General Jose Miguel Insulza, and to warmly thank the African Union, Ambassador Shinkaiye, Ambassador Aggrey, and our gracious hosts for receiving us here at the African Union Commission. I would also like to thank the Ambassadors and high-level representatives of our OAS Member States and AU Ambassadors and representatives in attendance today at this noteworthy Forum. Our African hosts have done a wonderful job with the arrangements for this event and we have felt a very warm welcome. For nearly all of us, this is the first time that we have seen the regional headquarters of our sister organization here in Africa, and these positive impressions of our stay in Addis Ababa will be long-lasting. I would also like to extend my appreciation to International IDEA for having joined us and I hope this exchange will contribute to enrich their own initiative, the global interregional dialogue on democracy initiated formally last April in Washington D.C. Lastly, I would like to recognize and thank the financial support from the U.S. Mission to the OAS and from International IDEA, that has made this Forum possible and the efforts of Secretary General Helgesen and my colleagues Daniel Zovatto and Mustaq Moorad in this regard. 
We are extremely pleased that this Forum has taken shape and has become a reality. Together with Ambassador Shinkaiye and both of our teams, we have been working hard and consistently to move forward this joint initiative for nearly two years, despite the logistical challenges of communicating between two different continents and different time zones.  We are happy that these challenges have been overcome and are very grateful to all of you who have fit this event into your busy schedules. We are certain that the fruitful exchange that we will have over these two days will justify the efforts made on both sides.

Methodology

The second day of our Forum — tomorrow’s discussions— will be carried out in three simultaneous Working Groups that will meet all morning, designed to explore aspects of democracy and human rights in a more in-depth manner, with the benefit and presence of our ambassadors and experts from both the African Union and the OAS, as well as International IDEA as speakers and moderators. The Working Groups will explore the following issues:

i) The Experience and Future of Electoral Observation and Technical Cooperation in Strengthening of Electoral Practices in Africa and the Americas;

ii) Mechanisms for Conflict Prevention and Resolution; and

iii) Regional Bodies in Charge of Promoting and Protecting Human Rights.

Each of the panels and the Working Groups will be moderated by an expert from either the African Union or the OAS and each panel and Working Group will also have rapporteurs, from the African Union, the OAS or International IDEA, who will sum up the main points of the discussion.

At the end of the second day the rapporteurs of the Working Groups will present the conclusions to a final Plenary session, together with agreed areas of collaborative action for a future inter-institutional AU-OAS cooperation agenda. This session will be followed by a formal conclusion of the Forum.

Objectives

One of the objectives of this Forum has already been reached, through the closer relationship that we have developed between our institutions in working toward this event for the past nearly two years. However, as Ambassador Shinkaiye described the goals, I only add that they are ambitious and we would like to achieve more. We would like to significantly deepen the understanding of our respective institutions so that we can come out of this Forum knowing better:
i) What are our respective mandates, scope and limits of actions in the areas of democracy and human rights;

ii) How far have we been able to progress with our respective Democratic Charters, the only examples of Democratic Charters that exist at the regional level in the world;

iii) What are the challenges, constraints, strengths and weaknesses of our two institutions as we deal with the resolution of conflicts in the form of both border disputes and political problems in our Member States;

iv) Where have we been able to progress the most with our respective human rights bodies: what are the biggest challenges and in what areas have we been the most successful?
Out of our discussions we should develop concrete recommendations for agreed areas of collaborative action and a future inter-regional cooperation agenda that will bring us to the next level in our institutional collaboration. Such concrete actions should result from the discussions in each of the Working Groups and should be incorporated in the final outcome of this Forum, which will be issued as a joint publication. This outcome should then guide our institutional relationship over the coming period.

Thank you again for being here, thank you again to our African Union hosts, and I wish you fruitful discussions.

