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FORUM ON

“CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN THE PROMOTION AND DEFENSE OF

DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN AFRICA AND THE AMERICAS”

              AU COMMISSION – OAS GENERAL SECRETARIAT

WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF INTERNATIONAL IDEA

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

October 12-13, 2011

INFORMATION BULLETIN
1. Venue 

The Forum on “Challenges and Opportunities in the Promotion and Defense of Democracy and Human Rights in Africa and the Americas” will take place on October 12-13, 2011 at the headquarters of the African Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  The Forum is being hosted by the African Union Commission.   The address of the AU Commission is Roosevelt Road, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.   Their phone number is: + 251-115-51-30-36

2. Coordination

This event is being organized by the OAS Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations, in cooperation with the African Union Commission and International IDEA and with the financial support of the Government of the United States and of International IDEA.  For more information please contact:
Irene Klinger
Director, Department of International Affairs 
or

Sherry Stephenson
Head, Institutional Relations, Department of International Affairs
E-mail: sstephenson@oas.org; Tel: +1 (202) 458-3342
or

Francia Rabago

Specialist, Department of International Affairs

E-mail: frabago@oas.org; Tel: +1 (202) 458-6080
3. Accommodation and Airline Tickets
Airline tickets will be provided to representatives from OAS Member States and to experts from the OAS Secretariat to facilitate their participation in the Forum for round-trip travel from Washington, D.C. to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  The tickets are being provided through funds from International IDEA.  Hotel expenses and per diem will be covered as well for the participants in the Forum for three nights in Addis Ababa through funds provided by the U.S. Mission to the OAS for cooperation with the African Union.  Participants will be solely responsible for any penalties or additional charges incurred as a result of changes to flight itineraries or hotel reservations.  

The hotel that has been selected for the participants in the Forum is the following:
Hilton Addis Ababa Hotel
Menelik II Avenue, 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 1164
Tel: 251-11-517-0000    

Website: http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/ADDHITW-Hilton-Addis-Ababa-hotel/index.do?WT.srch=1
Participants will be responsible for all costs associated with domestic transportation in their respective countries; meals; local, national, or international phone calls made during their stay in Ethiopia, as well as incidental costs.
4.
Requirements to enter Ethiopia 
A visa is required to enter Ethiopia.   Visas have been obtained in advance for the OAS participants. 
5.
Transportation upon arrival
Participants will be met at the Addis Ababa International Airport upon arrival by a representative of the African Union and of International IDEA and will be personally accompanied to the hotel.  Transportation will also be provided to the airport at the conclusion of the Forum.

5. 
Local contact
The local contact in Addis Ababa should the need arise is:

Ms. Mariame Camara

International IDEA Liaison Office to the African Union 

Addis Ababa , Ethiopia

Tel +251 1137 10913

6.
Weather Conditions
The weather forecast for Washington, DC during the meeting will range from the low of 38(F to a high of 70(F (or between 9( and 21(C). 
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Hi: 69 °F
Lo: 38 °F
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7.
Electricity
The electrical voltage used in Ethiopia is 220 volts, 50HZ.  Three-pin plugs are used. 
8. 
Local Time
Local time in Ethiopia is GMT +3.   Addis Ababa is seven hours ahead of Washington DC.  That means that when it is 8:00 a.m. in Washington DC, it is 3:00 p.m. in Ethiopia.  

9. Money

The official currency is the Ethiopian Birr (ETB), which is divided into 100 cents. Foreign currency can be exchanged at banks and authorized hotels. Credit cards have limited usage outside of Addis Ababa, and even in the capital they are only accepted by major establishments. It is useful to carry hard currency, preferably in US dollars, if any purchases are to be made. ATMs are sparse, but banks are usually open every day except Sundays from 8am to 11am and 1pm till 4pm. 

10.
Registration of Participants

Registration will take place at the headquarters of the African Union Commission located at Roosevelt Road, Addis Ababa, between 8:30 – 9:00am on Wednesday, October 12th, 2011.  The Forum will take place during the two days of October 12th and 13th. 
11.
Working Languages

The plenary sessions and working groups of the OAS-AU Forum will be conducted in the official languages of the African Union, namely English, French, Arabic and Portuguese.  Interpretation will be provided in these languages.
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