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            PROGRAM AND ANNOTATED AGENDA




   FORUM ON
“CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN THE PROMOTION AND DEFENSE OF

 
     DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN AFRICA AND THE AMERICAS”
AU COMMISSION – OAS GENERAL SECRETARIAT

             WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF INTERNATIONAL IDEA

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

October 12-13, 2011

DAY 1: PUBLIC FORUM
Introductory speeches by Jean Ping, Chairperson of the African Union and Jose Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organization of American States will present a general vision about the challenges faced by countries in their respective regional organizations as they work to support democracy and democratic processes and promote and protect human rights in Africa and the Americas.  The Secretary-General of International IDEA will also make a short remark on the activities of his organization in support of democracy and elections.
A vision of the strategy, instruments and actions to strengthen democracy and democratic governance in Africa and the Americas will be presented by Secretariat experts, together with initiatives, programs and instruments specifically designed and adopted by the AU and the OAS for this purpose.  
A presentation of the regional frameworks and legal systems in place in Africa and the Americas to protect and promote human rights will be offered, with detailed analysis of the reach, characteristics and challenges to the implementation of these objectives and to the application of the instruments in each region.  
The presentations will be followed by a debate on these two critical topics, which will benefit from the participation of AU and OAS Ambassadors as well as of experts from both regions. Experts from International IDEA and The World Bank will also participate in the debate.  

DAY 2: WORKING GROUPS AND PLENARY SESSION 
The second day of the Forum will be structured around working groups on technical aspects of the topics presented in the first day, namely the strengthening of democracy and democratic governance and the promotion and protection of human rights, with the technical experts from the AU Commission and the OAS Secretariat as well as AU and OAS Ambassadors, representatives from International IDEA and invited Civil Society Organizations from Africa.
The working groups will exchange information on best practices regarding the thematic areas below, with the objective of specifying cooperative actions and projects for an agenda of inter-institutional cooperation, in accordance with the respective mandates of both institutions. 
Topics for the working group are the following:

· Strengthening of Democracy and Democratic Governance in AU and OAS Member States

· Electoral Observation Missions and the Strengthening of Electoral Bodies in AU and OAS Member States

· Conflict Prevention and Resolution by the AU and the OAS

· Protection and Promotion of Human Rights in Africa and the Americas

· Strengthening,  monitoring  and compliance in both Human Rights systems

· Relationship between the Human Rights Commissions and the Human Rights Courts in Africa and the Americas 

Each working group session will have presentations by ambassadors from Member States, OAS and AU Secretariat, and other experts. The working groups will conclude with a plenary session where the outcomes of the discussion of the various groups will be shared, together with agreed future actions in each area to deepen the institutional collaboration and the sharing of experiences between the African Union and the OAS within the framework of the MOU signed in October 2009.  
Representatives of IDEA International will be included in the working group sessions, together with the representatives of AU and OAS member states and Secretariats, with the objective of enriching the discussion through information on their work and best practices to strengthen and protect democracy and human rights. 

       ANNOTATED AGENDA

	FIRST DAY:  PLENARY SESSION | Wednesday, October 12th, 2011


8:30-9:00
Registration and distribution of materials 
9:00-10:15
Inaugural session (Plenary Hall)
Welcome words from H.E. Dr. Ruben Maye Nsue Mangue, Chair of the African Union Permanent Representatives´ Committee.
· The Chair of the AU Permanent Representatives’ Committee will greet those present, open the meeting and introduce the three following speakers. ( 10 minutes)
Keynote speech from the Chairperson of the African Union Commission Jean Ping 

· Chairperson Ping will speak on the challenges faced by the African region in the defense and strengthening of democracy and human rights. (15 minutes)

Keynote speech from the OAS Secretary General Jose Miguel Insulza  

· Secretary General Insulza will speak on the challenges faced by the Americas in the defense and strengthening of democracy and human rights.  (15 minutes)

Remarks from the Secretary General of International IDEA Vidar Helgesen  
· Secretary General Helgesen will speak on the role of International IDEA in helping to strengthen democracy in Africa and the Americas.  (15 minutes)

Closing words from the H.E. Bayney Karran, Chair of the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States
· The Chair of the OAS Permanent Council will convey the wishes of the OAS Ambassadors and close the inaugural session. ( 10 minutes)

10:15 – 10:30
Coffee break

10:30-10:40
Presentation of objectives and methodology of the Forum
· Ambassador John K.  Shinkaiye. Chief of Staff, Bureau of the Chairperson, AU
· Irene Klinger, Director of the Department of International Affairs, OAS
10:40 – 11:40
FIRST PANEL: AFRICAN UNION AND OAS ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES TO SUPPORT AND PROTECT DEMOCRACY: ACHIEVEMENTS AND FUTURE CHALLENGES (Plenary Hall)
· Panel discussion with the participation of AU and OAS Ambassadors and experts from the Secretariats of each organization.  There will be three presenters from each region and each panelist will speak for 10 minutes. 
Objective of the Panel:   The panel members will comment on the efforts of their respective organizations to support and strengthen the exercise of democracy in their member states.  The nature of the two charters on democracy and the respective experiences with the application of these regional instruments by the AU and the OAS will be discussed. The role and usefulness of the regional instruments on democracy will be assessed.  After reviewing the respective regional experiences with strengthening democracy over the past decade, the panelists should draw out any useful lessons.  Ways in which the two organizations may collaborate should also be addressed. 
Questions the panelists should address are the following: 

1. How useful have the regional instruments on democracy been in addressing issues in democratic governance over the past decade?

2. What can each region learn from the other in this regard?

3. In what ways can concrete collaboration for the strengthening of democracy be undertaken by the AU and the OAS?

Presenters: 

Speakers from the African Union: 

· Ambassador Emile Ognimba, Director of Political Affairs, AU Commission
· Abraham Okoko Esseau, Governance Officer, AU Commission
Speakers from the OAS: 
· Ambassador María Isabel Salvador, Permanent Representative of Ecuador, Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the OAS
· Peter Lord, Deputy Chief of Mission of the U.S. Mission to the African Union
· Victor Rico, Secretary for Political Affairs, OAS
Speaker from International IDEA:

· Mustaq Moorad, Regional Director, Africa, International IDEA
Moderator:  Ambassador Tarek Ghoneim, Former Permanent Representative of Egypt to the African Union
Rapporteurs: Raul Cordenillo, Head of the Inter-Regional Democracy Resource Center, International IDEA
Karen Bozicovich, Head of System for Political Analysis and Multiple Scenarios, Department of Sustainable Democracy, OAS
Jean-Denis Gabikini, Fund Officer, Bureau of the Chairperson, AU Commission
11:40 – 13:00 
Debate/questions (60 minutes)
13:00– 14:30
Lunch offered by the African Union
14:30-16:00
SECOND PANEL:  AFRICAN UNION AND OAS ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES TO PROMOTE AND PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS: CHALLENGES AND ACHIEVEMENTS (Plenary Hall)
· Panel discussion with the participation of AU and OAS Ambassadors and experts from the Secretariats of each organization.  There will be three presenters from each region and each panelist will speak for 10 minutes. 

Objective of the Panel:   The panel members will comment on the efforts of the African and Inter-American commissions and courts, as their bodies mandated to promote and protect human rights in the respective regions.  The speakers will discuss the main aspects of the regional human rights systems in place in Africa and the Americas and the respective experiences in the application of regional instruments such as the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, the American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man and the American Convention on Human Rights. In presenting on the main functions and mandates of bodies in the respective regions, similarities and differences between the systems shall be drawn, so as to lay a common ground for the dialogue of the working group session to take place the following day. 

Overall best practices developed and challenges faced by bodies in both regions shall be presented.   Presenters are encouraged to exchange and dialogue on jurisprudence and case law of the respective regions, including procedural issues such as the exhaustion of domestic remedies or the determination of reasonableness in the filing of complaints, and substantive issues related to the interpretation of rights as enshrined in the respective regional human rights instruments.  After reviewing the respective regional experiences on the strengthening and protection of human rights over the past decade, the panelists should draw out useful lessons.

Finally, panelists are encouraged to present on the results of past forms of collaboration between the two systems, as a means to explore future avenues of collaboration between the two organizations that could foster promotion and protection of human rights in each region. 
Questions the panelists should address are the following:

1.
       How do the objectives, mandates and functions of the human rights bodies 


       established in Africa and the Americas differ or coincide? 

4. What best practices and challenges have been identified in the implementation of regional instruments by the respective commissions to promote and protect human rights over the past decade?

5. What are the emerging issues in the jurisprudence and case law of the respective regions and what can each region learn from the other in this regard?

6. In what ways can further concrete collaboration for the strengthening and protection of human rights be undertaken by the AU and the OAS?

Presenters:
Speakers from the African Union:

· Reine Alapini-Gansou, President of the ACHPR 

· Mary Maboreke, Executive Secretary of the ACHPR

· Hon. Justice Sophia.A.B Akuffo, Vice –President of the African Court

Speakers from the OAS: 

· Elizabeth Abi-Mershed, Deputy Executive Secretary of the Inter American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
· Oswaldo Ruiz-Chiriboga, Expert on the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
Moderator:  Pierre Giroux, Alternate Representative of Canada 
Rapporteurs: Sherry Stephenson, Head of Institutional Relations, Department of International Affairs, OAS

Fanny Gomez, Staff Attorney, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
Levi Uche Madueke, Senior Policy Officer, Office of the Secretary General of the Commission, AU Commission
16:00 – 17:00 
Debate/questions (60 minutes)
18:00 – 19:00  Reception / Toast offered by the AU Chairperson Jean Ping and the African Union Commission in honor of OAS Secretary General Insulza and OAS Member States representatives – Congo Hall.

	SECOND DAY: 
WORKING GROUPS | Thursday, October 13th,2011


9:30 – 12:30
Working groups with the members of the African Union Commission and their counterparts from the OAS on the following three topics
1. Strengthening Electoral Practices in Africa and the Americas: The Experience and Future of Electoral Observation and Technical Cooperation (Plenary Hall)
Objective of the session:  The session will review the experience and goals of the AU and OAS in Africa and the Americas to support electoral processes in their member states through electoral observation, technical cooperation, and knowledge-sharing activities and trainings for electoral management bodies.  Specifically, the presenters will discuss the key issues facing electoral management bodies from their region, and the corresponding observation methodologies, community of practice networks, and technical cooperation projects that have been implemented in each region to strengthen the quality of and confidence in elections. The discussion will serve to elucidate areas for continued collaboration and exchange in the areas of electoral observation and incorporation in community of practice trainings between the two organizations. 

Questions to address:

· What are the key challenges facing electoral administrators in Africa and the Americas, and how can regional organizations help to address them?

· What have been the key methodological advances in electoral observation missions at the regional level?

· How can the connection between electoral observation and technical cooperation activities be strengthened in each region?

· What possibilities exist for joint undertakings for future electoral observation missions and the sharing of methodological tools?

Presenters:

Experts from the African Union: 
· Ambassador L. C. Pepani, Permanent Representative of South Africa to the AU
· Shumbana Karume, Head Electoral Unit, AU Commission
· Kelechi Akubuese, Advisor/Electoral Unit, AU Commission
Experts from the OAS:
· Ambassador Hubert Charles, Permanent Representative of Dominica and Representative of the CARICOM Regional Group to the OAS
· Ambassador Dario Paya, Permanent Representative of Chile and Representative of the ALADI Regional Group to the OAS
· Betilde Muñoz Pogossian, Chief of Electoral Projects and Studies Section, Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation to the OAS

Moderator: Daniel Zovatto, Director, Regional Office for Latin America and the 
Caribbean, International IDEA
Rapporteurs: Guy Cyrille Tapoko, Principal Policy Officer, Election/Observation Unit, AU
Commission 

Raul Cordenillo, Head of the Inter-Regional Democracy Resource Center, 
International IDEA

2. Mechanisms for Conflict Prevention and Resolution (Committee Room 2)
Objective of the session:  To share the experience of Africa and the Americas in dealing with conflict prevention and resolution and deepen the discussion on more specific issues on the functioning of the two systems in order to create a learning dialogue about their best practices, accomplishments and challenges.
Questions to address:

· How effective has been the experience with conflict resolution at the regional level in Africa and the Americas?

· What have been the biggest challenges and what improvements would the experts suggest in this regard?

· What possibilities exist for joint undertakings in the area of conflict resolution/ prevention?
Presenters: 
Experts from the African Union: 
· Admore Kambudzi, Secretary, Peace and Security Council, AU Commission 
· Charles Mwaura, Head, Continental Early Warning System, Conflict Management Division, Peace and Security Council of the African Union
Experts from the OAS: 

· Ambassador Isabel Christina de Azevedo Heyvaert, Permanent Representative of Brazil to Ethiopia
· Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee, Permanent Representative of Guatemala Representative of the SICA Regional Group 
· Karen Bozicovich, Head of System for Political Analysis and Multiple Scenarios, Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions, OAS
     

Moderator:  Wane El Ghassim, Director of Peace and Security, AU
Rapporteurs: Takwa Zebulon, Head, Post Conflict Reconstruction and Development,  Conflict Management Division, Peace and Security Council of the African Union

Sherry Stephenson, Head of Institutional Relations, Department of International Affairs, OAS

3. Regional Bodies in Charge of Promoting and Protecting Human Rights 

(Committee Room 3)
Objective of the session: Having generally discussed the mandates of the regional bodies in charge of promoting and protecting human rights in the respective regions the day before, the objective of this working group is to hold an interactive exchange and dialogue on specific best practices and current challenges in the execution of the respective bodies of their mandate, with an emphasis in the areas of monitoring compliance, relationships between the court and the commission, working methods and practices (including case management by the respective organs), among others. 

Panelists are encouraged to make presentations on how the performance of these functions by the respective commissions and courts has, in practice, translated into as effective exercise of human rights by persons in both regions, for example, by providing best practices of changes introduced by States at the domestic level to further protect human rights. Speakers are also encouraged to discuss the obstacles faced in this regard.
Questions to address:

· What mechanisms have been considered effective by bodies in both regions in performing monitoring and follow-up tasks to ensure compliance with decisions and judgments? 

· What are the main challenges that have surfaced on the interaction between the commission and the court in both regions? How have these challenges been met? What lessons can be learned in this regard from each system? What is the assessment on the implementation of these changes in the new Rules of Procedure recently adopted by bodies in both systems? 

· What best practices and challenges can be drawn from bodies in each system in the area of case management and other methods and practices used to carry out their functions?

· How are standards developed by these regional human rights bodies being implemented at the domestic level?  
Presenters: 
Experts from the African Union: 
· Ambassador H.E. Kwesi Quartey,Permanent Representative of Ghana to the African Union 

· Salah Hammad Siddig, Human Rights Expert, Political Affairs Department, AU Commission  
· Robert Eno, Registrar of the African Court of Peoples’ and Human Rights
Experts from the OAS: 

· Karla Tatiana Ornelas Loera, Alternate Representative of the Mission of Mexico to the OAS
· Fanny Gomez Lugo, Staff Attorney, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
Moderator:  Oswaldo Ruiz-Chiriboga, Expert on the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

Rapporteurs: Adewale Iyanda Edoho, Legal Officer, Office of Legal Counsel of the AU Commission
Francia Rabago, Specialist, Institutional Affairs, Department of International Affairs, OAS
12:30 – 15:30
Buffet lunch offered by the African Union hosts (Courtyard)
15:30 – 17:00
Presentation of conclusions by Working Group Rapporteurs with plans for collaborative action by the AU and the OAS
Sharing of outcomes from the discussion and recommendations of the Working Groups, together with agreed areas of collaborative action for a future inter-institutional and inter-regional AU-OAS cooperation agenda. 

17:00
Formal Conclusion of the OAS-AU Forum
Closing by Ambassador John K. Shinkaiye. Chief of Staff, Bureau of the Chairperson, AU Commission;
Irene Klinger, Director of International Affairs, OAS;
Mustaq Moorad, Regional Director, Africa, International IDEA
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