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Sixth Summit of the Americas: “Connecting the Americas: Partners for Prosperity”

Policy Dialogues: The Road to Cartagena


Recommendations of the meeting on “Hemispheric Cooperation to Promote Access to and Use of Technologies”

Considering:

· That the planned, efficient use of information and communications technologies (ICTs)
 broadens perspectives for economic, technical, and human evolution in the various arenas-- public, private, and social—with impact on the economic and social welfare sectors, and with relevance to education.  

· That, according to UNESCO, knowledge is a public good and technology in general and the Worldwide Web in particular provide an extraordinary opportunity for everyone, from anywhere, to share, use, and draw upon that knowledge. 

· That policies on incorporating ICT into projects to meet the needs of citizens should be considered in parallel ways: access, endowment, and the concept of an integrated ecosystem.

· That actors from the public, private, academic, and technological development sectors, as well as civil society organizations, have participated, in a context of democracy and cooperation, in the evolution of ICTs through the present day.

· That ICTS can be a cross-cutting strategy for improving all areas of human development
 in a geographic location. 

· That the representatives of the academic sector and civil society participating in this meeting consider it our responsibility to provide elements that will help the OAS member state governments to design a plan for more fully integrating their countries into the knowledge society, for which purpose digital accessibility is one of the strategies to be considered. 

WE PROPOSE:


ACCESSIBILITY AND RIGHTS


1. That governments call upon society in general to offer proposals on the use and employment of ICTs. The aim is that they be scalable and replicable or adaptable to increase their impact. Projects must have been tested. 

2. That all member countries institutionalize access to technology as a legal right of citizens, guaranteeing that it is included in state policy. It is recommended that, in specifying the scope of this right, emphasis be placed on indigenous communities, on persons with physical, mental, or age-related disabilities, and on at-risk groups, and that it include a cross-cutting gender perspective.


3. That governments use open educational resources (OER)
 to strengthen universal ICT access programs implemented in the region that are intended to meet human needs for basic services: education, health, and, in general, services related to human development.

4. That governments pledge, at the hemispheric level, that in their governance
 in applying and developing ICTs, they will abide by the principle of participation by the various actors involved, in a context of democracy and transparency.

INFRASTRUCTURE


1. That governments and civil society–in public-private alliances (PPAs)--identify business opportunities geared toward meeting needs for services that will ensure the sustainability, over time, of investments in ICT innovation in underprivileged geographic areas.  In a parallel fashion, they will endeavor to meet the maintenance, training, management, and other service needs of the greatest possible number of citizens and to link social sector entrepreneurs for the promotion of ICT-related business initiatives in the Americas on the basis of such determinations. 

2. That governments consider including ICT-related services, as a matter of policy, in the planning and execution of infrastructure projects carried out in their territories.

3. That governments recognize and support advances made under existing initiatives involving critical infrastructure or resources associated with ICTs.


APPROPRIATION, INNOVATION, AND INITIATIVE


1. That governments link projects that are designed to integrate ICTs as means of promoting development and social inclusion with the creation of local installed capacity
 that will ensure their efficient and sustainable administration and therefore their appropriation by the community.

2. That a component associated with the generation of local educational content and its storage in a way that includes local availability be included in formal, nonformal, and informal education projects.
3. That in the planning of ICT-related policy, there be improved means of coordination and communication among the various levels of government and the private sector involved in their implementation.
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� ICTs are defined as the elements and techniques used to process and transmit information, mainly information systems, Internet, and telecommunications. 


� Human development is understood as placing persons at the center of development, dealing with the potential development of persons, increasing their opportunities and their enjoyment of their freedom to live in accordance with their values and aspirations. (UNDP)


� Open educational resources (OER) are resources for instruction, learning, and research that reside in the public domain or that have been published under a copyright license that allows other persons to use them freely or for purposes other than those envisioned by their author.  Three types of resources are identified: educational content, tools, and means of implementation.


� “Governance” is a recent concept referring to the efficacy, quality, and proper orientation of state intervention, from which the state derives a large part of its legitimacy, sometimes called a "new way of governing."


� We should observe, simultaneously, factors involving the development of human capacities (technological literacy) with which to use ICTs, the definition of technology and infrastructure requirements to support the initiatives, and those related to government policies that make their implementation feasible.





