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INTRODUCTION

On September 11, 2001 in a Special Session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) in Lima, Peru, the OAS Member States unanimously adopted the Inter-American Democratic Charter (IADC).

The IADC defines the essential elements of representative democracy (IADC, Art. 3), hemispheric instruments that can be used to defend democracy, and broadens the concept of democratic systems.  The Charter also recognizes the observance of economic, social and cultural rights, the preservation and good stewardship of the environment and education as key to democracy.

The Charter establishes elements that guide the collective action of the Member States and the Secretary General when they consider that the democratic political institutional process or the legitimate exercise of power is at risk in one of the Member States.

The year 2011 marks the tenth anniversary since the adoption of the Democratic Charter, which has been recognized as the most complete inter-American instrument put forth to date to promote democratic practices in the States of the hemisphere and carry out cooperative activities that are necessary to strengthen democratic governance in the region.

In this context, in 2010, the OAS General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10) “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-Up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”, in which the Member States resolved:

“To recognize the important role of participation of all sectors of society, including civil society, in the consolidation of democracy, and that this participation constitutes one of the vital elements for the success of development policies; and, in that regard, to instruct the Permanent Council to convene a special meeting with broad participation by all sectors of society, including civil society organizations, under the “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), to examine the contribution of these organizations to strengthening a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, pursuant to Article 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, as well as the themes, outcomes, and recommendations of the meetings held at the OAS in March 2008 under the theme “Partnering with civil society.”

This mandate was reiterated by the General Assembly in 2011, through resolution AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11), where it instructed the Permanent Council to convene this special meeting no later than November 2011.


This document provides background information on the participation of civil society organizations (CSOs) in the OAS, objectives, expected results, and a proposal for the special meeting with civil society organizations of the Permanent Council, in support of the General Assembly mandate.
BACKGROUND TO CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION

In 1999, the Permanent Council of the Organization adopted resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” which defines civil society organizations as any national or international institutions, organizations, or entities made up of natural or juridical persons of a nongovernmental nature, and established the mechanisms for their participation in the Organization’s political bodies.

The Inter-American Democratic Charter, in its article 6, states that “It is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development.  This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy. Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy.” 

Moreover, article 26 of the Charter puts forth, “The OAS will continue to carry out programs and activities designed to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the Hemisphere.” It continues, “The OAS will consult and cooperate on an ongoing basis with Member States and take into account the contributions of civil society organizations working in those fields.”

To increase civil society participation in the OAS and its bodies, the General Assembly has adopted various initiatives and resolutions that define the role of the CSOs in the OAS. Especially noteworthy are the following:

· Inter-American Democratic Charter (Articles 6 and 26)
· CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” 

· CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”
The Member States’ commitment to civil society has been reiterated in the Summits process and in OAS General Assembly resolutions from 2003 to 2011. Since 2002, the OAS has organized more than 110 meetings and forums with civil society organizations, at which the participants have generated nearly 2,300 recommendations on human rights, democratic governance, public security, sustainable development, education, culture, health, labor, access to justice, and the rights of women, children, indigenous peoples, and persons of African descent, among others.

These instances of citizen participation in the OAS have resulted in increased mutual trust and understanding between the member states and the CSOs. To date, 361 civil society organizations have registered with the OAS that work in each of the main pillars of the Organization, including strengthening democratic governance, promoting and protecting human rights, fostering integral development, and ensuring a multidimensional approach to security. The OAS Registry of Civil Society Organizations is the principal mechanism for civil society participation in OAS activities. Registration entitles the CSOs to attend Permanent Council meetings, ministerial meetings, and other meetings of OAS political bodies and to make recommendations within their competence at those meetings.

OBJECTIVE OF SPECIAL MEETING WITH CSOs WITHIN THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
To provide a space where representatives of civil society organizations and Member States can share views on how they can foster a democratic culture in the Americas.
EXPECTED RESULTS

· Space created for Member States to examine the contribution of all sectors of society, including civil society to strengthening a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, pursuant to Article 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, as well as the themes, outcomes, and recommendations of the meetings held at the OAS in March 2008 under the theme “Partnering with civil society.”

PARTICIPANTS
Representatives of :
· Any of the 361 civil society organizations registered in the OAS, in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)

· Other requests from Non-registered civil society organizations and social actors that work in this field of expertise, as determined by the Permanent Council.

SPECIAL MEETING WITH CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS
1.
Special Session of the Permanent Council on November 30, 2011 

Pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10), as well as CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” the Permanent Council will convene a special meeting with civil society organizations in November 30, 2011 in order to receive their input into how they have contributed and how they can support the efforts of Member States to foster a democratic culture in the Americas.

The meeting will take place in the Simon Bolivar Room at 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and will offer a space for civil society representatives to share best practices and present recommendations to promote democratic governance and foster a democratic culture in the Americas.
According to resolution CP/RES. 759, civil society organizations registered with the OAS may designate representatives to attend public meetings of the Permanent Council and its subsidiary bodies. 

The Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities establish that in the case of meetings of working groups of the Permanent Council, the registered CSOs with special competence in the issue to be discussed may, with the prior approval of the Chair of the meeting, present a statement at the beginning of the deliberations, the text of which may be distributed in advance to the member states. They may also give a presentation once the consideration of the issue has concluded. Civil society organizations may not participate in deliberations or negotiations or in decisions adopted by member states.

In order to ensure  high level of participation by civil society organizations from the Hemisphere in this meeting, the Department of International Affairs will disseminate a convocation to CSOs registered in the OAS and non-registered networks of CSOs that work in democracy, informing them that the consultation will be held, including the requirements for participation.  The meeting will also be transmitted live on the OAS Website. 
In the event the CSOs are unable to participate in person, the Department of International Affairs, in coordination with the Department of Conferences and Meetings Management (DCMM) and the Department of Information and Technology Services (DOITS), will facilitate their virtual participation through the Webcast system, where the users (up to 2,000 of them) may view a meeting with simultaneous interpretation, with a time delay of between 7 to 10 seconds. 
2. 
Open consultation to receive written recommendations from CSOs

In accordance with resolution CP/Res. 759 (1217/99), civil society organizations registered in the OAS may present written documents, not exceeding 2,000 words on topics of their particular competence and that form part of the agenda of the Permanent Council.

The Department of International Affairs will announce the realization of this Special Session of the Permanent Council to civil society organizations and invite them to present written documents with their proposals until November 25, 2011, to be shared with the Chair of the Permanent Council prior to the meeting.

REFERENCE DOCUMENTS

· Inter-American Democratic Charter
· Resolution AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11) “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-Up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”
· Resolution AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10) “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-Up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”
· Chronological and thematic compilation of civil society recommendations 2002-2011
· Report – Partnering with Civil Society – March 10-14, 2008
· List of civil society organizations registered in the OAS
Appendix I

DRAFT 
ORDER OF BUSINESS


Date:
November 30, 2011

Time:
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.


Place:
Simon Bolivar Room 
1. Opening remarks
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Ambassador Bayney R. Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana to the OAS and Chair of the Permanent Council

· José Miguel Insulza, OAS Secretary General 

2. Dialogue between all sectors of society, including civil society and member states to examine the contribution of all sectors of society, including civil society to strengthening a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, pursuant to Article 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, as well as the themes, outcomes, and recommendations of the meetings held at the OAS in March 2008 under the theme “Partnering with civil society.”

3. Closing
�EMBED Word.Picture.8���








� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP27552E01�








_1332074905.doc


PERMANENT COUNCIL



