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INFORMATION BULLETIN
1. Venue and Dates of the Meeting 


The Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development will be held on July 7 to 9, 2010 in Cali, Colombia. The sessions will take place in the Center of Events Valle del Pacifico (CEVP), in the Street 15 # 26–120 highway Cali – Yumbo ( You can visit the web page http://www.centrodeeventosvalledelpacifico.com.co/home.php to find more information about the Center of Events Valle del Pacifico). 

On July 7 in the morning, there will be a field visit to the social projects implemented in Cali with the objective of showing to the heads of delegation the impact generated as a result of those initiatives.  In the afternoon, there will be a preparatory session at the Rosita Jaluf de Castro 2.6 conference room in the CEVP to conduct a final review of the documents that will be presented within the framework of the ministerial meeting.

The inaugural session will take place on Thursday, July 8, at 8:00 p.m. in the Rosita Jaluf de Castro 2.2 conference room in the CEVP with the participation of the President of the Republic of Colombia, Álvaro Uribe Vélez, and the Secretary General of the Organization of American States, José Miguel Insulza. 

Following the inaugural session, the Director of the Department of National Planning, Mr. Esteban Piedrahita Uribe, will host a dinner reception in honor of the Ministers and the participating delegations in the Plazoleta at the CEVP.

The schedule of working sessions of the Conference was sent out with the invitations. It can be found at: www.sedi.oas.org/ddse and it will also be available at the meeting venue.
2. General Coordination 


The National Coordinating Office will be managed by:


María Carolina Salazar

Adviser of the General Director

Department of National Planning 


Address: Street 26 # 13 - 19 - Building Fonade– Bogota, Colombia
.

Telephone: (571) 3815000 ext 3223 / Fax: (571) 3340221


E-mail: mcsalazar@dnp.gov.co

Laura Elizabeth Muñoz Sánchez


Adviser of the Special Projects


Department of National Planning 


Address: Street 26 # 13 - 19 - Building Fonade– Bogotá, Colombia
.

Telephone: (571) 3815000 ext 3125 / Fax: (571) 3340221


E-mail: emunoz@dnp.gov.co


The OAS Coordinating Office will be managed by:


Aida Magaly Rothe


Coordinator of the General Secretariat of the OAS

Department of Conference and Meetings Management, DCMM

Telephones: (202) 458-3035 / 202-4973301


Fax: (202) 458-3335


E-mail: mrothe@oas.org

Rosana Martinelli


Coordinator of the Technical Secretariat of the Ministerial Meeting

Department of the Social Development and Employment, SEDI

Telephones: 202-458-3386


Fax: 202-458-3149


E-mail: rmartinelli@oas.org 

3. Hotels
a. Accommodation provided for Ministers and Heads of Delegation
As a courtesy, the Department of National Planning, which is hosting the Conference, will provide accommodation at the Intercontinental Hotel, located in Colombia Avenue Number 2-72, for the Ministers or Heads of Delegation of the OAS member states, from July 6 to 8.
The accommodation is provided for each country’s Minister or, if he/she cannot attend, the head of delegation representing him or her, and will consist of a Standard room with breakfast included. Even though lodging is provided courtesy of the Colombian Government, the hotel will probably request a credit card for all extra expenses, such as telephone charges or room service.


To confirm accommodation for Ministers and Heads of Delegation, an e-mail must be sent before June 15 to Carlos B. Mounsef, Comercial Coordinator of the Intercontinental Hotel, at e-mail carlos.mounsef@hotelesestelar.com, indicating dates of arrival and departure. After that date the availability of rooms will no longer be guaranteed.

Check-in facilities will be available from 3:00 p.m. on July 6. Guests should check-out by 1:00 pm on July 10. Any extension will be the responsibility of the requestor and must be arranged directly with the hotel
b.  Accommodation for Delegations
To facilitate the booking of hotel rooms, the National Coordination has requested preferential rates for participants in the Conference from the hotels indicated below.

You are reminded that all reservations, without exception, must be made for each participant directly with the hotel of your choice and not by Internet. You should mention your participation in the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development of the OAS. Reservations will follow the usual procedures established by the hotels. Cancellation of reservations will also be subject to the hotel's current policy.

The hotel bill must be paid directly by each participant at the end of his/her stay.
	Recommended Hotels
	Preferential Rates (a)(b)
	Web page

	Hotel Dann Carlton (5*)
Address: Carrera 2da Number. 1-60
T: (572) 8823230 ext 419
Contact: Diana Escobar
Distance to CEVP: 20 minutes
	Standard Room: U$S 178 + IVA

Includes breakfast
	www.hotelesdann.com/hoteles.html 

	Hotel Dann (4 *)
Address: Carrera 2da Number 1-60
T: (572) 8823230 ext 419

Contact: Diana Escobar
Distance to CEVP: 20 minutes
	Standard Room: U$S 115 + IVA

Includes buffet breakfast
	www.hotelesdann.com/hoteles.html 

	Hotel Four Points by Sheraton (5 *)
Address: Calle 18 norte Numbe 4 n -08
T: (572) 6859999 ext 168
Contact: Isabel Cubillos
Distance to CEVP: 20 minutes
	Standard Room: U$S 109 + IVA

Includes buffet breakfast, WIFI y and swimming pool
	http://www.ghlhoteles.com/hotel.php3?id=17 


4. Flights 

Delegates of the member states, permanent observers to the OAS, representatives of international organizations and other participants should reserve their flights as soon as possible directly with the airlines or their travel agencies.


The Department of Social Development and Employment (DSDE) of the OAS, using funds contributed by the Government of Canada, will defray the cost of roundtrip economy-class fares for some representatives from smaller economies. As these funds are limited, they will be used in the order in which applications for assistance are received. We urge delegations interested in receiving this assistance to contact Rosana Martinelli, Social Development Specialist of the DSDE at the OAS (RMartinelli@oas.org, Tel.: 202-458 3386) as soon as possible and by no later than June 1, 2010. 
5. Requirements for Entering and Leaving the Country 

The Government of Colombia requires the presentation of your passport, which must remain valid for at least six months, and a copy of your arrival and departure airline ticket. Attached, please find a list of the visa requirements of the Government of Colombia for the OAS member states (Appendix I).  Citizens of other countries are advised to consult the Colombian Embassy closest to them.

The citizens of Chile and Ecuador are permitted to visit Colombia using only their national I.D.s 


To leave the national territory, all persons, without exception, must pay the International Airport tax that it is currently USD $33 (Thirty Three United States dollars). It is collected from all passengers catching an international flight during the boarding procedure. It may be paid in Colombian pesos or in US dollars, at the exchange rate of the day of departure. 
6. Arrival at the Airport  

The Colombian Government will arrange for transportation of the Ministers and Heads of Delegation from the airport to their hotels, and vice-versa after the meeting. This service will be provided only from July 6 to 9. Ministers or Heads of Delegation are accordingly requested to remit in advance all information regarding their hotel and flights, using the attached form (Appendix III), and to send it by e-mail to the National Coordinating Office, care of Laura Muñoz email: emunoz@dnp.gov.co and Ivette de la Rosa  email: idelarosa@corpocentros.com. This form must be sent in no later than June 15. Services cannot be guaranteed for those submitting it at a later date. 

For the rest of the delegation’s members, it is recommended that they use only the taxi services at Alfonso Bonilla Aragón International Airport. The estimated 16-kilometer drive from the International Airport to the center of the city (Cali) takes approximately 20 minutes. Taxis to downtown Cali cost $50,000 pesos (USD$25 approximately) and $12,000 pesos (USD$6 approximately) by bus. 
7. Transportation

The National Department of Planning will provide ground transportation for all participants between the hotels and the venue of the event. Also, it will provide the transportation needed for the activities on the official agenda for the meeting. The average time between the hotels and the venue of the event is about 20 minutes.
8. Registration and Accreditation of Participants 


The attached registration form (Appendix II) should be filled in and sent to the OAS no later than June 15, 2015. 


Registration of participants after that date will be possible on Wednesday, July 7, the day prior to the Conference, in the accreditation area at the Events Center “Valle del Pacífico” from 12:00 p.m. till 6:00 p.m. to ensure that guests are registered before the Conference begins. Registration will continue in the same area from 8:00 a.m. until 18:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 8. Delegates will receive an I.D. that, for security reasons, they should wear during all Conference activities. Delegations are kindly asked to provide a copy of their official credentials when registering.

The members of delegations, observers, and special guests are asked to send their letters of credence and all other Conference-related correspondence to the OAS General Secretariat, at the following address:

Organization of American States


Department of Social Development and Employment 



c/o Rosana Martinelli 

1889 F Street N.W,



Washington, D.C. 20006



Telephone: (202) – 458-3386


Fax: (202) - 458-3149



RMartinelli@oas.org
9. Working Languages and Documents

The meetings of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development will be conducted in the four official languages of the OAS: Spanish, French, English, and Portuguese. Simultaneous interpretation services will be provided in those languages. The working documents distributed during the meeting will also be in the four languages of the OAS.

Delegations are kindly asked to bring their personal computers (laptops) as wireless access to Internet will be provided for the delegations members to be able to access and download the meeting documents at the OAS web page: www.sedi.oas.org/ddse. Please be advised that only the necessary documents will be printed at the meeting in order to observe the “Printing by Request” greening policy adopted by GS/OAS to reduce the use of paper. 
10. Communications

Local and international telephone calls may be made from the Events Center “Valle del Pacifico” (CEVP), using collect calls or international phone cards, which may be purchased at stores close to the hotels and the Palacio. They can also be used at any public telephone.


Internet services will also be available in the delegates’ rooms.
11. Medical Care

The National Coordinating Office will provide medical services for participants while sessions are being held. It is recommended that delegates have medical insurance with international coverage for major medical expenses.
12. Security

The Colombian Government will provide all necessary security during the Conference.  

13. Information of Interest???
a. Opening Hours

Banks and exchange bureaus are open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Stores are usually open Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. with continuous schedule. Shopping malls are open Monday to Sunday from 9:00 a.m. through to 9:00 p.m. with continuous schedule. Most government offices work from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday to Friday.

b. Currency

The official currency of Colombia is the Colombian Peso ($). The exchange rate must be exclusively done in hotels, banks or exchange bureaus. The exchange rate has fluctuated between $1,950 and $2,000 pesos approximately in the first quarter of this year. For more information check the web page of the Republic Bank http://www.banrep.gov.co/index.html.

International credit cards are accepted in most commercial establishments. The most frequently accepted credit cards are: VISA, and Master Card. Some places also accept American Express and Dinners Club.
c. Local Time

In July, the local time is one hour earlier than in Washington, D.C. 

d. Climate

Cali is located at the Southwest of Colombia, between the Central Cordillera, the Pacific Ocean and the Cauca Valley. The average temperature is 23° C (73.4°F). The weather is sunny and warm but it is advisable to carry light coats.

e. Electric current

The electric current is 110volts. The wall plugs are American style with two flat parallel non-coplanar blades and slots. The electric current at hotels is generally regulated. Adaptors may be needed to fit wall plugs for electronic devices brought in from abroad and they are available at the market. It is recommended that you ask about it before connecting any electrical device.
f. Telephones


Public telephones operate with cards that can be bought at kiosks and at telephone company offices, or else with local currency coins. There are also telephone booths (open 24 hours a day) where you can pay cash.

For calls from abroad dial 00 + (9) (5) or (7) + 57 + city code + telephone.  

For calls within Colombia, it is necessary to dial 0 + (9) (5) or (7) + city code + telephone.
ANEXO I

Visa Requirements by OAS member states to enter Colombia
	Nationality
	Visa requirement

	Antigua and Barbuda
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Argentina (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Bahamas
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Barbados (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Belize (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Bolivia (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Brasil (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Canadá
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Chile (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Colombia
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Costa Rica
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Dominica
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Dominican Republic (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Ecuador (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	El Salvador (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Grenada
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Guatemala (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Guyana (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Haití
	VISA REQUIERED 

	Honduras (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Jamaica (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	México (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Nicaragua
	VISA REQUIERED 

	Panamá (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Paraguay (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Perú (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	St Kitts y Nevis
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Saint Lucía
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	St. Vicente and the Grenadines
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Suriname (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Trinidad y Tobago
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	United States of America
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Uruguay (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED

	Venezuela (*)
	NO VISA REQUIERED


	(*) Country for which exist visa exemption for diplomatic or official passport. 

	


ANEXO II

SECOND MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

SEGUNDA REUNION DE MINISTROS Y ALTAS AUTORIDADES DE DESARROLLO SOCIAL

REGISTRATION FORM / FORMULARIO DE INSCRIPCIÓN

July 8 to 9, 2010/ 8 a 9 de julio de 2010Cali, Colombia

Country or Organization /

[image: image3.png]\ Organizacion de los Estados Americanos

AN J Organizacao dos Estados Americanos
— Organisation des Etats Américains

3 Organization of American States




País u Organización:  
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PRINCIPAL REPRESENTATIVE / REPRESENTANTE TITULAR




ALTERNATE REPRESENTATIVE / REPRESENTANTE SUPLENTE




OBSERVER / OBSERVADOR 




OTHER / OTRO 

Personal Information / Información Personal:

	Last Name / Apellidos


	First Name / Nombre



	Designation / Cargo



	Organization / Organización



	País / Country



	Telephone / Teléfono


	Fax


	E-mail / Correo Electrónico




Please submit this form to the Department of Social Development and Employment, SEDI of the OAS no later than June 1, 2010 / Por favor enviar este formulario al Departamento de Desarrollo Social y Empleo, SEDI  de la OEA, a mas tardar el 1 de junio de 2010



Email:  RMartinelli@oas.org; cburbano@oas.org
Tel: (202) 458-3386 / Fax:   (202) 458-3149
**We remind delegates that in addition to sending this Form, it is necessary that they are accredited by their Permanent Missions to the OAS 
**Les recordamos a los delegados que además de enviar este Formulario, es necesario que sean acreditados por sus Misiones Permanentes ante la OEA

ANEXO III

SECOND MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

SEGUNDA REUNION DE MINISTROS Y ALTAS AUTORIDADES DE DESARROLLO SOCIAL 

July 8 to 9, 2010/ 8 a 9 de julio de 2010 - Cali, Colombia
FORMULARIO DE VIAJE / TRAVEL SCHEDULE FORM
	PERSONAL INFORMATION / INFORMACIÓN PERSONAL

	Country / País

     

	Organization/Organización

     
	Occupation / Ocupación:

     

	First Name / Nombre:

     
	Last Name / Apellido:

     

	E-Mail

     
	Area Code/ Código de Área:      
	Phone /Teléfono:

     
	Fax:

     


	FLIGHT INFORMATION / INFORMACIÓN DE VUELO

	Date / Fecha
	FROM / Desde
	TO / A


	Airline & Flight #  / Aerolínea & No. Vuelo
	Departure

Time / Hora de Salida
	Arrival

Time / Hora de Llegada

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


	HOTEL 

	Hotel name and address / Nombre del hotel y dirección

	     
     

	Please provide any other relevant information (eg. special transportation requirements, etc.) / Favor incluir información adicional relevante (Ej. Necesidades especiales de transportación, etc.) 




Please send this form no later than June 1, 2010 to / Por favor enviar este formulario a más tardar el 1 de junio a:

Laura Muñoz Sánchez, Asesora Departamento Nacional de Planeación de Colombia: emunoz@dnp.gov.co;  idelarosa@corpocentros.com, Tel.: (571) 3815000 ext 3130/3132
Delegations can download the documents from: � HYPERLINK "http://www.sedi.oas.org/ddse" ��www.sedi.oas.org/ddse�








(a) All accommodation bookings at the preferential rate must be confirmed by June 15, 2010.


(b) The IVA is currently16 % of the amount charged.
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