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Civil Society Hemispheric Forum and Special Session of the CISC


CIVIL SOCIETY HEMISPHERIC FORUM AND THE SPECIAL SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES (CISC): “PEACE, SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN THE AMERICAS”
OAS Headquarters

17th Street & Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20006

May 5-6, 2010
During the forthcoming Fortieth Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly, to be held in Lima, Peru on June 6 – 8, 2010, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Americas will discuss and adopt a Declaration on “Peace, Security and Cooperation in the Americas” and will approve resolutions related to the four pillars of the OAS: strengthening democracy, integral development, multidimensional security and the promotion and protection of human rights.  In preparation for the General Assembly, the OAS/Department of International Affairs, the entity responsible for coordinating OAS relations with civil society in the Americas, will hold the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum.
The Civil Society Hemispheric Forum will be held on May 5-6, 2010 at OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C.  This Forum will provide civil society organizations (CSOs) the opportunity to discuss the emerging challenges within the Hemisphere as they relate to the central theme of the General Assembly and to contribute with their views and recommendations to the policy making bodies established by the OAS Member States.  
The recommendations emanating from the Hemispheric Forum will be presented by the selected CSO representatives to the Special Session of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) on May 6, 2010, so as to contribute to the resolutions that will be adopted with regard to the Draft Declaration of Lima and the inter-American agenda.
This document presents the objectives and expected results; the methodology and format of the proceedings; as well as the draft agendas of the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum and the Special Session of the CISC.

The objective of the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum is to stimulate discussion, exchange ideas, and propose recommendations by the CSOs that actively participate in OAS activities based on the theme of the General Assembly “Peace, Security and Cooperation in the Americas.”  
The purpose of the Special Session of the CISC is to present the recommendations generated by civil society and to facilitate a dialogue with OAS Member States in order to contribute to the work the OAS undertakes in preparation for the Fortieth Regular Session of the General Assembly.  
The expected results are to:

1. Generate recommendations from registered CSOs regarding the theme of the XL OAS General Assembly.  These recommendations will be presented to OAS Member States and the General Secretariat of the OAS; 
2. Share experiences about the projects and programs executed by CSOs in the support of policies developed by OAS Member States related to the theme of the General Assembly as well as the inter-American agenda; and
3. Present recommendations to strengthen civil society participation in OAS activities.

The Hemispheric Forum will start on Wednesday, May 5, 2010 at OAS Headquarters, last one and a half days, and consist of:

1. An inaugural session;

2. An introduction to the theme of the Fortieth Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly “Peace, Security and Cooperation in the Americas”;

3. Three plenary sessions;

4. Three parallel workshops intended to achieve the expected results; and

5. A dialogue regarding the implementation of the Summits of the Americas mandates.  
Each plenary session will consist of three panelists, each to discuss the work of the political bodies of the OAS and the efforts toward implementing the interconnected theme of the General Assembly.  Each panelist will make a brief presentation based on the theme and conceptual framework of the session.  Following the three presentations, time will be allotted for questions and comments to the panelists.  After the plenary sessions, participants will have the opportunity to dialogue, exchange experiences, and formulate their recommendations in focused thematic workshops.  
The workshops will concentrate on the theme of the General Assembly and will be moderated by a civil society representative.  Also, one or more rapporteurs from civil society will be selected at the beginning of each workshop.  The rapporteur(s) will be responsible for taking notes during the discussions and compiling and organizing the comments and recommendations and producing the outcome document for each session, which will be submitted to the Department of International Affairs at the end of the first day.  The results of each workshop will be consolidated into one final document which will be presented the following day during the specified session prior to the Special Session of the CISC.  The final report will be distributed widely to OAS Member States and the General Secretariat.  

The Special Session of the CISC, which will be held on the afternoon of the second day of the event, will be an opportunity for representatives of civil society to dialogue with Member States by presenting the recommendations formulated during the Hemispheric Forum.  Selected civil society representatives will be asked to present the summary of the discussions and the recommendations from each thematic session.  After receiving the recommendations from civil society, the floor will be open to Member States’ interventions.

The plenary sessions and workshops of the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum will be conducted in Spanish and English.  The Special Session of the CISC will be carried out in the official languages of the OAS (Spanish, French, Portuguese, and English).


With the objective of enriching the discussions in each thematic area of the Forum, it is suggested that participants familiarize themselves with the following document:

· Draft Declaration of Lima: Peace, Security, and Cooperation in the Americas

Wednesday, May 5, 2010

Hall of the Americas, OAS Headquarters Main Building, 17th Street & Constitution Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20006

8:30 – 9:00am 

Registration

9:00 – 9:20am

Inaugural Session

· Carmen Lomellin, Chair of the Permanent Council and Permanent Representative of the United States to the OAS
· Luis Alfonso Hoyos Aristizabal, Chair of the CISC and Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS 
· Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations, OAS

9:20 – 9:45am
Introduction to the Theme of the Fortieth Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly “Peace, Security and Cooperation in the Americas”

· Hugo de Zela Martínez, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS

9:45 – 10:45am
Plenary Session One: Multidimensional Security in the Americas


Speakers:
· Graeme C. Clark, Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS

· Alexandre Addor-Neto, Secretary for Multidimensional Security, OAS

· Geoff Thale, Program Director, Washington Office on Latin America 
Moderator:

· Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations, OAS

10:45 – 11:00am
Coffee Break

11:00am – 12:00pm
Plenary Session Two: Strengthening Human Rights and Democracy (Crisis and Conflict Prevention, Management, and Resolution)

Speakers:
· Raúl Lago, Senior Advisor to the Secretary for Political Affairs, OAS
· Elizabeth Abi-Mershed, Deputy Executive Secretary, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, OAS
· Carlos Ponce, Director, Asociación Civil Consorcio Justicia 

Moderator:
· Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations, OAS

12:00 – 1:00pm
Plenary Session Three: Cooperation for Development


Speakers:
· Cornelius A. Smith, Permanent Representative of The Bahamas to the OAS and Chair of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI)
· Alfonso Quiñónez, Executive Secretary for Integral Development, OAS 
· Patricia Abed, Executive Director, Instituto de Derecho y Economía Ambiental

Moderator:
· Adam Blackwell, Secretary for External Relations, OAS
1:00 – 2:00pm

Lunch
2:00 – 4:00pm
Simultaneous Thematic Workshops 
· Workshop 1: Multidimensional Security in the Americas – Hall of the Americas
Moderator: Álvaro Villaraga, President, Fundación Cultura Democrática
This workshop will focus on the threats to public safety as one of the main challenges to stability and strengthening democracy and development opportunities in the Americas, including the need to focus collective action on non-military risks, such as terrorism, drug trafficking, money laundering, transnational crime, arms trafficking, gangs, trafficking and smuggling people, and organized crime.  The participants will examine how CSOs can work together with governments to alleviate the threats to public security in the Americas.

· Workshop 2: Strengthening Human Rights and Democracy (Crisis and Conflict Prevention, Management, and Resolution) – Guerrero Room
Moderator: Diego Sueiras, President, Fundación Nueva Generación Argentina

Participants in this workshop will discuss what CSOs and governments can do to promote human needs as they relate to the promotion of human rights, social justice and democratic values over military spending.  The workshop will address the dimensions of democracy in the Americas, including how to deepen democratic structures to make them more accountable and representative and strengthening formal institutions, among other key elements.  The workshop will also address methods for alleviating or eliminating sources of conflict in the region, including processes of negotiation, mediation, and diplomacy, and the role of democracy and human rights in the adoption and compromise of solutions to international, regional, and national crises and problems. 
· Workshop 3: Cooperation for Development – Columbus Room
Moderator: Patricia Abed, Executive Director, Instituto de Derecho y Economía Ambiental
This workshop will address economic, social, and sustainable development, including the challenge of reducing poverty in our societies, as a shared national and regional responsibility of all stakeholders.  Participants will consider elements to strengthen cooperation and sustainable development in the Americas that combines governance, economy, culture, and social and environmental issues for balanced growth and progress.
4:00 – 4:15pm

Coffee Break

4:15 – 6:00pm

Reconvene Simultaneous Thematic Workshops
6:00pm


Sessions end for the evening and rapporteurs submit recommendations
Thursday, May 6, 2010

Padilha Vidal Room, OAS Headquarters (GSB), 1889 F Street, NW, Washington, DC 20006
9:00 – 11:00am
Presentation and Compilation of Recommendations of Workshops
· Workshop 1: Multidimensional Security in the Americas
· Workshop 2: Strengthening Human Rights and Democracy (Crisis and Conflict Prevention, Management, and Resolution)
· Workshop 3: Cooperation for Development
11:00am – 1:00pm
Civil Society Dialogue on the Implementation of the Summits of the Americas Mandates
· Moderator: David Morris, Director, Summits of the Americas, OAS

1:00 – 2:30pm

Lunch

SPECIAL SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES (CISC)
OAS Headquarters

1889 F Street, NW, Washington, DC 20006

May 6, 2010
The Special Session of the CISC will be held in order to lend continuity to the pursuit of mandates entrusted to it in the preceding term, including AG/RES. 2519 (XXXIV-O/09), CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), and CP/RES. 759 (1217/99).  The Special Session of the CISC will be an opportunity for civil society representatives to dialogue with Member States and present the recommendations formulated during the Hemispheric Forum.  


Thursday, May 6, 2010

Padilha Vidal Room, OAS Headquarters (GSB), 1889 F Street, NW, Washington, DC 20006
3:00 – 3:30pm

Welcoming remarks
· José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General, OAS

· Luis Alfonso Hoyos Aristizabal, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS and Chair of the CISC
3:30 – 4:30pm
Presentation of civil society recommendations from the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum on the theme of the General Assembly “Peace, Security and Cooperation in the Americas”
4:30 – 5:30pm

Interventions by OAS Member States
5:30pm


Closing 
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