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We, the States Party to the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), meeting at the Third Conference of the States Party to the Convention, in Washington, D.C., on May 14 and 15, 2012;
RECOGNIZING the ongoing validity of the mandates contained in the Declaration of Bogotá on the Functioning and Application of the CIFTA (Declaration of Bogotá), adopted by the First Conference of the States Party to the CIFTA, held in Bogotá, Colombia, on March 8 and 9, 2004; and 
APPRECIATING the agreements reached in the Tlatelolco Commitment, adopted at the Second Conference of the States Party to the CIFTA, held in Mexico City on February 21, 2008, 
HAVE AGREED on the following Course of Action, which will guide our efforts to achieve full implementation of the CIFTA in 2012-2016: 
1.
Firearms marking and tracing

a.
Pursuant to Article VI of the CIFTA, we, the States Party, will continue adopting whatever measures are needed to guarantee the marking of manufactured, imported, confiscated, or forfeited firearms in accordance with the procedures of each State.
b.
During the regular meetings of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA in 2012-2016, we, the States Party, will review the following options for advancing effective measures for implementing the Convention: 
i. The development of harmonized standards for marking firearms in the region; 

ii. To explore alternatives for promoting and fostering the effective tracing of firearms, for which existing guidelines and protocols could also be used; 

iii. To consider advancing application of the International Instrument to Enable States to Identify and Trace, in a Timely and Reliable Manner, Illicit Small Arms and Light Weapons (International Tracing Instrument [ITI]) of the United Nations, as well as cooperation to mark and trace illicit firearms in the Hemisphere. 
c.
We, the States Party, will provide timely and up-to-date information on the national points of contact for firearms marking and tracing, agencies which will be responsible for contributing to the exchange of information and experiences with their peers. 

d.
Based on the information supplied by the States Party, the Technical Secretariat will consolidate and regularly update a directory of national points of contact for firearms marking and tracing. 
e.
The Technical Secretariat will provide the states that so request with the assistance and technical support needed to develop the capacity to identify, mark, and trace firearms. To that end, it will promote cooperation initiatives among the countries in the region, along with skills-building and training activities, including the use of tools such as on-line educational platforms and virtual forums and communities.

f.
In order to strengthen existing capacities, the Technical Secretariat will coordinate with the States Party and other relevant entities to identify available national, regional, and international systems, or those at the development phase, to trace firearms. 
g.
The Technical Secretariat will include in its report on the implementation of the CIFTA, to be submitted at each regular meeting of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA, pertinent information on the outcomes of the technical support made available to the Secretariat pro tempore for the preparation of its proposals, and on the research, assistance, and cooperation activities carried out at the request of the States Party, as referred to in this Chapter. 
h.
The Consultative Committee and the Technical Secretariat will continue to foster coordination and cooperation in this area with other subregional, regional, and international agencies, so as to pool efforts and avoid duplication. 
2.
Imports and exports

a. We, the States Party, will promote harmonized measures and procedures for monitoring and controlling international trade in firearms. Specifically, and taking as a reference point the model legislations of the CIFTA developed for such purposes, we will foster actions designed to strengthen the following:  controls at points of export; supervision of the activities of brokers; and the systems used for issuing licenses and certificates for importing and exporting firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials. 
b. We, the States Party, will consider the possibility of developing and implementing a uniform certificate on the import, export, and transit of firearms, based on the elements identified in the Model Regulations for the Control of the International Movement of Firearms, Their Parts and Components, and Ammunition (approved by the member states on November 13, 2003) 
c. The Technical Secretariat will, if funds are available, organize a Meeting of National Authorities directly responsible for granting permits or licenses for the export, import, and transit of firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials, particularly in order to review security mechanisms or practices related to the certificates or letters of final destination. 
d. We, the States Party, will move ahead with regulations on firearms brokering activities, including the establishment of penalties for illicit arms brokering.
e. Based on the information provided by the States Party, the Technical Secretariat will consolidate and regularly update a roster of persons and/or institutions authorized by the respective states to take part in brokering activities.
3. Legislative Measures
a.
We, the States Party, will continue to develop the legislation, regulations, and operational provisions required to ensure full implementation of the provisions of the CIFTA and facilitate compliance with them [according to the procedures of each state. 
b.
Every two years, we, the States Party will provide the Technical Secretariat with up-to-date information on the status of implementation of the CIFTA through [the “Questionnaire on the Implementation and Effectiveness of the CIFTA.”

c.
At the request of the States Party, the Technical Secretariat will facilitate the cooperation and technical assistance necessary to implement the Convention in legislative, regulatory, and operative arenas. 

d.
Based on the information provided by the States Party in their replies to the "Questionnaire on the Implementation and Effectiveness of the CIFTA" and on the outcomes of its cooperation and supporting activities, the Technical Secretariat will prepare a report on the implementation of the CIFTA to be submitted to the Consultative Committee at each of its regular meetings. 
4.
Stockpile management and destruction

a.
We, the States Party, will adopt strict safety and oversight measures for managing arms, ammunition, and explosives covered by the CIFTA, in order to avoid accidents, losses, or diversions with criminal purposes. 
b.
The Technical Secretariat, at the request of the States Party, will promote and facilitate cooperation, training and technical assistance in the area of physical security of national stockpiles, design, and implementation of protocols for the location and destruction of excess, obsolete and/or worn out firearms and ammunition, designated by each OAS member state.  
c.
The Technical Secretariat shall furnish the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA with a handbook of procedures for the safekeeping of firearms stocks and standard operating procedures for the safe destruction of excess arms, ammunition, and explosives covered by the CIFTA. 
5.
Border controls

a. We, the States Party, will continue to foster cooperation and information sharing at the regional level, particularly among law enforcement and customs authorities so as to boost controls at airports, seaports, and border crossing points. 
b. The Technical Secretariat will, if funds are available, organize the Second Meeting of Customs and Border Authorities and Other Law Enforcement Officers in order to promote the exchange of information regarding illicit trafficking in firearms and to discuss its links with other manifestations of transnational organized crime, including drug trafficking, trafficking in persons, and money laundering so as to boost controls at airports, seaports and border crossing points. 
6.
Follow-up

a. We, the States Party, through the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA, will continue to strive for greater coordination and cooperation with other international and subregional organizations, as well as with representatives of nongovernmental organizations, and others, to ensure that activities and initiatives in our common interest are well coordinated and avoid overlaps. 

b. The Technical Secretariat will continue to support synergies between the United Nations, especially its Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat, and Eliminate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All of its Aspects (UNPOA), the OAS, and all sub-regional mechanisms in the Hemisphere that permit the states to explore more and better possibilities for joint work. 
c. We, the States Party, will consider making voluntary contributions, in the form of financial and human resources, to bring about the full implementation of the CIFTA and the strengthening of its Technical Secretariat.
d. The Technical Secretariat of the CIFTA will continue to seek technical and financial assistance for States Party in order to promote implementation of the CIFTA. 

e. The OAS General Secretariat will provide the needed legal services to support the meetings and activities of the Consultative Committee.

f. The Technical Secretariat of the CIFTA will continue to maintain the CIFTA website in order to facilitate contact and coordination among CIFTA state parties, signatories, and the international donor community.

g. Through the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA, we, the States Party, will follow up on the provisions set forth in this Course of Action 2012-2016 for the Operation and Implementation of the CIFTA.

h. We, the States Party, agree to hold, in accordance with Article XXVIII of the Convention and with Article 8 of the Rules of Procedure of the Conference, the Fourth Conference of the States Party in the course of 2016, without prejudice to the provisions of Article 9 of those Rules of Procedure.
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