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TWENTY-FIRST INTER-AMERICAN
OEA/Ser.K/III.22.1

CONGRESS OF MINISTERS AND
CIDI/TUR-XXI/doc.4/13 rev.2
HIGH-LEVEL AUTHORITIES OF TOURISM
5 September 2013

September 5-16, 2013
Original: Spanish

San Pedro Sula, Honduras

SCHEDULE 
“Geotourism for the Benefit of Communities”

(Agreed at the first plenary session held on September 5, 2013)

Wednesday, September 4, 2013

14:00- 17:00
Registration of participants (Accreditation area: Expocentro)
Thursday, September 5, 2013

8:00- 17:00
Registration of participants (Accreditation area: Expocentro)
9:00- 9:45
INAUGURAL SESSION

Welcome remarks by:  

· Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General, OAS

· Nelly Jerez Caballero, Secretary of State in the Office of Tourism, Honduras
· Her Excellency Maria Antonieta de Bográn , Vice-President of the Republic of Honduras

-
Artistic presentation
9:45- 10:30
OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH AND BREAK
10:30- 11:00
FIRST PLENARY SESSION:  
Consideration and approval of the Draft Agenda (CIDI/TUR-XXI/doc. 2/13), Draft Annotated Agenda (CIDI/TUR- XXI/doc. 3/13), and Draft Schedule (CIDI/TUR- XXI/doc. 4/13 rev.1) of the XXI Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High Level Authorities of Tourism 

Election of the Chair and Vice Chair of the XXI Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism
Formalization of the agreements reached during the Preparatory Meeting for the Congress
Thursday, September 5, 2013 (continuation)

11:00- 13:00
SECOND PLENARY SESSION:  Geotourism and Local Communities

2.1
Geotourism and its scope, Jim Dion,  Sustainable Tourism Program Manager, National Geographic Society, USA
2.2
Handicrafts and their contribution to local communities, Marcella Echavarría, Independent Consultant, Colombia
2.3
The importance of ethnic and vulnerable groups, Simeon Genaro Miranda, Producer of Andean Agricultural Products, Conservationist of Quinoa varieties, Peru
2.4
Government support and international cooperation for Geotourism, Kristin M. Lamoureux, Director of the International Institute of Tourism Studies, The George Washington University, USA



Comments by Heads of Delegation of Guyana and Guatemala




Ministerial Dialogue

13:00-14:30
LUNCH

14:30-15:30 
THIRD PLENARY SESSION:  Reports
3.1
Report on activities of the General Secretariat pursuant to the mandates issued by the Inter-American Congresses of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism and by the Inter-American Committee on Tourism (CITUR) and the Hemispheric Fund for Tourism (FHT) (CIDI/TUR-XXI/doc.5/13)
-
Richard Campbell, Chief, Culture and Tourism Section, Department of Economic and Social Development, OAS 
3.2
Initiatives for supporting Tourism Development in the Americas
-
Maryse Robert, Director, Department of Economic and Social Development, OAS
Ministerial Dialogue

Thursday, September 5, 2013 (continuation)
15:30-17:30
FOURTH PLENARY SESSION:  Public and Community Security within the Framework of Sustainable Tourism

4.1
Practices developed to raise the security profile of a Community, Alejandro Díaz De León, Tourism Security Program Manager, 
Inter-American Committee against Terrorism, CICTE

4.2
Citizen participation with emphasis on the role of the media, Bary Roberts Strachan, Executive President, DDD Strategic Services, Costa Rica

4.3
Natural Disaster management and resilience from the perspective of the tourism sector, Judi Clarke, Regional Coordinator, The CARIBSAVE Partnership, Barbados

Comments by Heads of Delegation of Nicaragua and Ecuador 

Ministerial Dialogue

19:00
Welcome Cocktail (Transportation to the Club Hondureño Árabe leaves the hotels at 18:45)
Friday, September 6, 2013
9:00-11:15
FIFTH PLENARY SESSION:  Sustainable Destination Management

5.1
Destination planning and policy development Seleni Matus, Senior Adviser, Sustainable Travel International, Belize

5.2
Experiences and benefits obtained by local communities, Mariel 
   Rivera, Director of International Relations, Universidad Tecnológica Centroamericana, UNITEC, Honduras

5.3
Experiences and benefits obtained by local communities Ena Christine Harvey, Agritourism Specialist, IICA, Barbados

5.4
Corporate social and environmental responsibility Ronald Sanabria, Vice President of Sustainable Tourism, Rainforest Alliance, Costa Rica
5.5
Low- carbon tourism Thomas Meller, General Director, Mesoamerican Reef Tourism Initiative, MARTI, Germany
Comments by Heads of Delegation of Barbados, Colombia, Costa Rica

Ministerial Dialogue

Friday, September 6, 2013 (continuation)
11:15-11:30
BREAK

11:30-13:45
SIXTH PLENARY SESSION:  Sustainable Destination Management (Part 2, experiences

6.1 
Mike Ronan, Vice President or Government Relations, Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. The importance of corporate support to destinations with sustainable initiatives
6.2
Syntia Bennett Solomon, Sub  Secretary of State in the Office of Tourism, Honduras, Honduras, Outcomes from Roatan’s rapid sustainable destination diagnostic and action
6.3
Curt Cottle, Policy and Planning, Office of Travel and Tourism Industries, US Department of Commerce and Secretariat for the Interagency Tourism Policy Council, USA
6.4
Josep Andreu Casanovas, Division Director - Consultant, CEGOS, Spanish Experiences with  sustainable Destinations Management, The case of Barcelona, Spain.
Comments by Heads of Delegation of Mexico and Peru
Ministerial Dialogue

13:45-15:00
LUNCH

15:00-15:15
Signing of the Cooperation Agreement between the Federación de Cámaras de Turismo de Centroamérica (FEDECATUR) and the Consejo Empresarial de Turismo de Sudamérica (CETUR)

15:15-15:45
SEVENTH PLENARY SESSION:  Declaration of San Pedro Sula on Geotourism in the Americas
Consideration of the Draft Declaration of San Pedro Sula on Geoturism in the Americas (CIDI/TUR- XXI/doc. 6/13)
Venue and date of the next Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High Level Authorities of Tourism
15:45-16:15
CLOSING SESSION


Closing remarks by:

· V. Sherry Tross, Executive Secretary for Integral Development
· Nelly Jerez Caballero, Secretary of State in the Office of Tourism, Honduras 






