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TOWARD A COMPREHENSIVE ANTI-DRUG POLICY IN THE AMERICAS
(Report of the Viritual Forum held from April 18 to May 3, 2013)

1. INTRODUCTION
This summary contains the main observations and recommendations arising from the virtual consultation “Toward a Comprehensive Anti-Drug Policy in the Americas,” held in preparation for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS), by the Department of International Affairs, in coordination with the Summits Secretariat, from April 18 to May 3, 2013.  The forum was provided technical support and moderated by the OAS Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD).
Participants exchanged ideas, discussed their experiences, and offered recommendations to the OAS member states on the theme of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly, “Toward a Comprehensive Anti-Drug Policy in the Americas.”  The results of the Virtual Forum will be compiled and presented at the Tenth Hemispheric Forum, on May 9, 2013, and distributed to the member states as inputs for negotiation of the Draft Declaration of Antigua.

The Forum involved the valuable online contributions of 46 individuals from 19 countries, of which 18 are OAS member states.  Participants issued 215 comments, in both Spanish and English.  The sharing of information and views and the discussion of experiences shed light on the main challenges still facing the Americas in dealing with the drug problem, and yielded some proposed measures to further that aim.
2. THE PARTICIPANTS' CHIEF OBSERVATIONS AND CONCERNS
· Drugs are a complex phenomenon that differs from country to country.  Each country is harmed in multiple ways involving health, well-being, the economy, security, and development.  These repercussions can more deeply affect vulnerable population groups, such as homeless persons, the severely marginalized, or those deprived of liberty, among many others.
· The countries' response to the drug problem has been fragmented, disjointed, and underfunded.
· Today the countries of the Hemisphere face a drug problem linked to violence and crime, which affects them to varying degrees.
· National structural weaknesses and problems with existing legal frameworks are seen as some of the factors that determine the severity of the drug problem.
3. MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS AND PROPOSALS
· Identify and learn about the population groups who would benefit from drug prevention, control, and treatment policies, so as to adapt interventions to differing social and cultural realities, with an inclusive focus.
· Encourage placement of the complex drug problem on government agendas, so that it will receive the necessary priority.
· Foster and promote international cooperation in sharing successful approaches in technology transfer and in building joint capacity.

· Develop or, if applicable, strengthen comprehensive systems to both prevent and treat addictions within the countries' drug policy infrastructure.

· Encourage attention to the complex problem of drugs through coordinated interventions involving actors from multiple sectors, including civil society.
· Foster the necessary mechanisms to permit countries to allocate sufficient resources to addressing the challenges of dealing with the complex problem of drugs.

· Implement evaluation and monitoring of the various interventions designed to prevent and address the drug problem in the countries.
· Promote multidisciplinary research on addictions to generate data on which to base government policies.
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