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On behalf of the Organization of American States, I wish to welcome you all to this 
conference on Partnerships for Financial Inclusion in Latin America and the 
Caribbean: A Catalyst for Inclusive Growth. 

The World Bank’s First Global Financial Development Report in 2013 noted that 
financial inclusion is an important weapon in the toolkit for reducing poverty and 
boosting shared prosperity. We feel strongly that creating opportunities for financial 
inclusion, providing access to capital and financing, is key to achieving long term 
economic, social and human development. 

In addressing this issue, we felt it was important to create a space for focused dialogue 
among ministers of social development, ministries of planning and the financial sector 
and to facilitate the building of partnerships among key stakeholders that are critical in 
moving this issue forward. 

Together with our partners the US Department of State, the NY Cities for Financial 
Empowerment Fund (CFE) and the New York City Department of Consumer Affairs, we 
therefore developed some key objectives for this meeting: 

1. To share experiences and lessons learned at the city, national and hemispheric 
level on financial inclusion programs, including sharing what has worked and 
what hasn’t, and pinpointing the factors or conditions that have been most critical 
for the effective design and implementation of programs; 
 

2. To jumpstart a cross-sectoral, inclusive dialogue that can better inform policy 
making and program design in order to achieve successful outcomes; and 
 

3. To identify opportunities for partnerships, taking advantage of the focused 
dialogue between the shapers of policy and a broad array of financial leaders 
and experts from 23 developed and developing countries in the Americas; 
 

4. Get the right people around the table to ensure that dialogue is transformed into 
concrete action. 

I believe we have been able to achieve this last with senior level officials from 23 
countries and almost 100 private sector representatives represented in today’s meeting. 



 
 

We expect that the other will likewise be met and that a clear path is established for 
ensuring that this is not a one off meeting but the start of an important conversation and 
partnership that will result in concrete programs with measurable results. 

So, let me introduce our distinguished speakers who will kick off this event: Jonathan 
Mintz, President & CEO, Cities for Financial Empowerment Fund; Julie Menin, 
Commissioner of NY City Department of Consumer Affairs; Ambassador Albert 
Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General, Organization of American States; and Roberta 
Jacobson, Assistant Secretary for Western Hemisphere Affairs, US Department of 
State. 

First up will be Jonathan Mintz. He is the founding President and CEO of the Cities for 
Financial Empowerment Fund, a national non-profit organization that supports municipal 
efforts to help low-income families and individuals achieve long-term financial stability. 
CFE already works with some of the countries represented here to advance innovative 
financial empowerment programs at the municipal, state and national level. 

I am now pleased to welcome Ms. Julie Menin.   

Ms. Menin just recently assumed her post and we are delighted that she is joining us 
this early in her tenure. She will provide welcoming remarks on behalf of the Mayor de 
Blasio. 

Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of 
American States has a long and distinguished career in international relations, 
diplomacy and government negotiations in the Americas. Elected in 2005, he was 
unanimously re-elected in 2010 to serve a second five-year term. Ambassador Ramdin 
is a strong proponent of private sector engagement, and will deliver welcome remarks 
on behalf of the OAS. 

Roberta Jacobson was sworn in as Assistant Secretary of State for Western 
Hemisphere Affairs in March 2012. Previously, she served as Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Western Hemisphere Affairs with responsibility or regional political and 
economic issues, management and personnel, and regional security issues.  Ms. 
Jacobson is a recognized policy leader on inter-American issues. She will deliver 
welcoming remarks on behalf of the US Department of State. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In concluding this opening session on Partnerships for Financial Inclusion, I wish to 
point out that our very first major initiative on social inclusion was also launched right 
here in New York in 2009. The launch of the Inter-American Social Protection Network 
(IASPN) also had the participation of the State Department and the City of New York. 
Since then, we have seen the development of a branded go-to platform for the sharing 
of experiences, the establishment of Ministries of Social Development and Inclusion in 
various countries, and robust growth in horizontal cooperation – South-South, North-



 
 

South and South-North. Given this experience, I am very much looking forward to 
seeing what will emerge from this conference. 

Now, please join me in thanking again all of our distinguished speakers from the 
opening session and welcoming the first panel who will address the benefits of financial 
inclusion and asset building. 


