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Cooperation, done right, can be a powerful catalyst for positive change. An alliance of 
committed partners with a clear mission and the capacity and willingness to act can 
make a difference.  
 
And so, I am delighted to be here in Barbados today, on behalf of the Organization of 
American States, to help launch the Sustainable Destinations Alliance for the Americas 
(SDAA), along with our partners seated at this table.  
 
I believe that the selection of Barbados as the launch pad for the Sustainable 
Destinations Alliance was an inspired choice given Barbados’ leadership in this industry. 
We thank Minister Sealy, Senator Sandiford-Garner and their team for their support. We 
certainly hope that this will also provide useful input for the next meeting of Ministers of 
Tourism that is slated to be held in Barbados later this year. 
 
And so, I am pleased that even as we announce the launch of the Sustainable 
Destinations Alliance, we can simultaneously announce the start of a concrete initiative 
to increase tourism destination competitiveness and sustainability in the Caribbean and 
Central America. Today’s event is really a triple header – the launch of a public-private 
partnership, the announcement of concrete action to advance the stated objectives and 
the reaffirmation of the importance of inter-regional cooperation for identifying solutions 
for shared challenges, in this case between the Caribbean and Central America. 
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So why this initiative and why now?  
 
We all recognize that tourism is a significant driver of economic activity for our 
countries, generating income and employment, and boosting other productive sectors 
such as agriculture, telecommunications, transportation and infrastructure. For an 
industry that is so integral to our economies, there are fault lines that require urgent and 
sustained attention.  
 
Just last September in Honduras, Ministers of Tourism from the Americas adopted a 
joint declaration on Geotourism in the Americas which recognized that sustainable 
destination management involves balancing the needs and demands of visitors, 
industry, community and the natural environment through participatory planning and 
ongoing monitoring of key environmental and socio-economic indicators in order to 
enhance sustainability and manage risks.  They also considered it important to foster 
tourism sector cooperation policies, programs, and projects that enhance the 
development of sustainable tourism and emphasize the commitment of the tourism 
sector in the protection of the environment, protected natural areas, cultural heritage, as 
well as in good destination stewardship as critical elements to sustain tourisms’ benefits 
for host communities.  
 
By bringing our differing capacities, expertise, resources and networks to bear, the 
Sustainable Destinations Alliance will be able to provide a supportive infrastructure that 
can help destinations achieve these goals.   
 
Fortunately, we now have a cooperation and policy framework to support these efforts 
in sustainable destination management and capacity building. Over the last three (3) 
years, OAS member states re-energized the Inter-American Congress of Ministers and 
High-Level Authorities of Tourism.  Starting with El Salvador in 2011, Ecuador in 2012 
and Honduras in 2013, tourism authorities indicated that sustainable tourism is a policy 
priority.  Consequently, a sustainable tourism thread has emerged from all three 
Ministerial meetings.  
 
The OAS and our partners here are aware of the challenges and vulnerabilities many 
tourism destinations in our hemisphere face; we have also heard the call from our 
member states to respond to these challenges and vulnerabilities in a targeted, 
integrated and focused manner so that our region can reap the benefits of this sector for 
all while preserving the natural and cultural assets that are unique to our region.  
 
With this in mind, the first project of the Alliance, the Sustainable Destination 
Management and Capacity Building initiative is designed to be inclusive. Destinations of 
different types and sizes from the Caribbean and Central America are encouraged to be 
part of this initiative which will include destination sustainability demonstration projects, 
an online sustainable tourism course, a monitoring framework for tracking key tourism 
and sustainability metrics, and the opportunity to share good practices and experiences 
both regionally and internationally. As an additional bonus, they will also receive specific 
research and advisory support from Sustainable Travel International. 
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The OAS is very proud to be part of this initiative.  While the project will initially focus on 
seven (7) pilot destinations the ultimate aim is to be able to expand its reach to include 
many other beneficiary countries and destinations within the Americas.  
 
We believe that with the focus of this initiative on destination sustainability and 
management, we are strengthening our ability to assess issues that are critical to the 
competitiveness and destination product and to make targeted recommendations that, 
among other things, will help to ensure the maximization of benefits for local 
communities. For the OAS, it is important that these issues remain as an integral part of 
the sustainable tourism policy dialogue so we can respond effectively to the needs of 
our member states. And so we are calling on industry leaders and other stakeholders to:  

- join us in this drive toward sustainable destinations management; 
- commit to building creative partnerships to expand opportunity for larger swaths 

of our populations; 
- seek responsible ways to showcase our cultural heritage; 
- make dedicated efforts to link agriculture, creative industries, and other sectors to 

the tourism supply train; 
- be responsible stewards of the environment. 

 
In the end, we can all agree that for tourism to be sustainable, a more integrated 
approach is necessary – an approach that recognizes the value of the large 
corporations and the micro, small and medium sized tourism enterprises; values the 
visitor and the resident and tries to deliver value to both; and plans for future 
generations while optimizing the benefits for current ones. With your support, the OAS 
and our partners will continue work to ensure that informed policy is translated into 
concrete action to benefit communities and secure a brighter, sustainable future of 
opportunity. 
 
In closing, I wish to specially thank the host country Barbados for working with us to 
launch this Alliance of public-private partners; the US Government, through its 
Permanent Mission to the OAS, for being part of this alliance and for their support for 
this initiative. And I wish to thank all the Alliance members for willingly being part of an 
initiative to work with countries to drive forward an inclusive and sustainable agenda 
which can contribute measurably to helping destinations improve their competitive 
positioning in a fiercely competitive global tourism industry. 
 


