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I want to give you few words about our engagement of our Organization to the people of Belize. 

 

A country’s energy resources impact nearly every aspect of its social and economic development. 

This is true for all countries, especially for those in the Caribbean, where most energy resources 

are imported and where more money is spent on energy than on any other import. 

Too many of our citizens continue to suffer from lack of access to reliable electric services that 

they can afford. Providing our citizens with access to services, considered a basic right in fully 

developed countries, will dramatically improve quality of life and unlock the creativity of our 

citizens.  This is essential for economic growth.  

The impact of consumption of fossil fuels on the economies and environments of Caribbean 

nations is well documented.  Energy and financial markets are primed. Urgent action is required 

to reduce and replace fossil energy sources with indigenous clean energy resources.   

With this knowledge at the forefront of sociopolitical concerns, the OAS have been implementing 

since 2013 the Sustainable Energy Capacity Building Initiative (SECBI) to assist Caribbean 

Member States to thrive a business environment for clean energy economies. 

We cannot predict exactly what will happen, but the evidence is already there to shine light on 

the direction we are headed in.  It is clear that the energy sector must embrace local generation of 

electricity and the benefits of the internet of everything.  New Internet capabilities allow utilities 

and customers to accurately manage when and how energy is used.  Much of that energy will be 

produced on customers’ rooftops and back yards.   
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Historically utilities have struggled to guarantee reliability for all with locally generated 

electricity. The internet of everything overcomes this barrier and actually enhances reliability 

and allows for much greater penetration of solar and wind energy. 

The OAS commends the Government of Belize through its Ministry of Public Service, Energy & 

Public Utilities, to catalyze clean energy transformation through the intensification of energy 

efficiency efforts in Government, Businesses and Households in Belize.  

Lead by the Ministry we are helping to enable environment for investments in, and utilization of, 

energy efficient and renewable energy measures policies and regulations that will improve the 

adoption and integration of energy efficient technologies into Belize’s energy sector. In addition, 

we are at the very earliest stages of development to adapt the business model for the country’s 

distribution utility Belize Electric Limited. The model seek to add an energy services business 

unit that will help all customers understand how to use electricity most effectively, and how to 

pay for those services. We are hoping that this model will act as a template for OAS members to 

customize for their own energy sectors. The initiative is at the very earliest stages of 

development with support from all the major stakeholders in Belize.   

As the costs drop and efficiency increases for small generation at the local level, solar power is 

one such example, our utilities are challenged to provide services to all while their revenues fall.  

All too often the poor carry the burden.  As the wealthy buy solar panels and generators they pay 

less into the system. However they remain connected to the grid so the utility’s costs do not go 

down.  The costs are therefore shared among smaller pool of customers, especially the poor.  This 

is simply unfair.  Renewable energy is vital to the future of our region. We are fully committed to 

leveraging indigenous resources, but need to ensure that all of our citizenry share in the benefits. 

The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) put forth specific targets to “end 

poverty, protect the planet, and ensure prosperity for all”.  Significantly scaling up deployment 

and provision of clean energy will be essential to achieve these goals. The 21st Conference of 

Parties (COP 21) held in Paris last week, 195 countries agreed by consensus to the final global 

pact, the Paris Agreement, to reduce emissions as part of the method for reducing greenhouse 

gas. In the 12-page document, the members agreed to reduce their carbon output "as soon as 
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possible" and to do their best to keep global warming "to well below 2 degrees C". Belize 

submitted its Action Plan in October 2015, seeks to expand the share of renewable energy in the 

electricity system by 85% resulting in a 62% reduction in carbon dioxide emissions as compared 

to a business as usual scenario. 

We believe that the right mission for utilities in our region is to enhance the quality of life for 

customers by ensuring reliable access to sustainable energy services that are affordable at all 

times.   

We have choices to make.  We can proactively reshape our energy sectors to provide our citizens 

with 21st century services that are common elsewhere, or we can watch as external forces 

reshape the sectors as outsiders come in and offer new services.  Clearly the OAS is encouraging a 

strategy to ‘lean in’ to the changes and enable our utility sectors to thrive. 

 


