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MASHAV – Israel’s Agency for International Development
Cooperation together with Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael- Jewish National Fund (KKL-JNF), invite professionals from countries which suffer from desertification processes to participate in the International Seminar on:
Afforestation in Arid and Semi Arid Zones:
Response to Climate Change

which will take place in Kibbutz Ramat Rachel, Jerusalem, Israel
 December 11-22, 2011
Background
Israel is an ancient land with new approaches toward combating desertification.  Since its establishment in 1948, Israel has embraced the issues of sustainable land management by initiating public policies designed to restore, develop and manage its drylands, and is recognized as a country that has successfully “held back the desert”.  
Yet, Israel faces the constant threat of land degradation mainly because of over-grazing, intensive cultivation and expansion of urban areas. Therefore, an integrative ecological research program supported mainly by the Jewish National Fund (KKL-JNF) was designed to understand natural processes together with human interactions and find the way for the long-term sustainability of the desert’s productivity and biodiversity.

KKL-JNF's major activities are afforestation and reforestation in semi arid regions. About 70 per cent of Israel’s forests are man-made. Some 240 million trees have been planted, almost all in semi-arid and dry sub-humid regions, transforming deserts into a savanna landscape. The introduction and adaptation of drought resistant species, as well as an intensive approach to soil and water management, are part of the tools Israel is using to “make the desert bloom”. 
Aims
Combating desertification in response to climate change is a major challenge with which many countries around the world cope.  Deforestation is often one of the most visible consequences of desertification, as well as being one of the determining and exacerbating factors. The present seminar aims to share Israel’s forestry research, development policies and action plans while enhancing an exchange of experience, taking into consideration the adaptability of methods and technologies to meet local conditions in each participant's country. 

The Program

The seminar will include professional visits and lectures on the following subjects:  

• Forestry and Afforestation in Israel • Desert Agriculture • Mediterranean and Arid Zones Forest Management •Soil Conservation and Rehabilitation • Management of Water Resources • Integrated Pest Management/Biological Control • Community Forestry and Small-scale Farm Forestry (including fast growing species, nectar producing plants & grazing) 

Requirements
The seminar is geared towards professionals & policymakers from countries affected by drought and desertification processes. Candidates should hold an academic degree in related disciplines, and at least two years of professional work experience in related fields. Priority will be given  to professional staff  involved in national / regional  projects, with and/or under the aegis of governmental institutions, national and/or international organizations, research institutes, universities, ngo’s, and the private sector.
A full command of English is required.

Application 
Application forms and other information may be obtained at the nearest Israeli mission and at Israel's Foreign Ministry's website: http://mashav.mfa.gov.il  (in Contact Us → Information and Registration). Completed application forms, including the medical form and the attached professional questionnaire should be sent to the relevant Israeli mission until September 30, 2011.  
MASHAV will award a limited number of scholarships covering tuition fees, full board accommodations (two to a room), medical insurance and transportation from and to the airport. 
Scholarships do not include international airfare and per diem. 
Candidates from countries in the European Union are not eligible for scholarships. 
General Information

Location and accommodation

The seminar will be held at Kibbutz Ramat Rachel, Jerusalem at the Ofri International Training Centre of MASHAV
Transportation

Traveling from the airport to The Hotel Ramat-Rachel: 

At the exit of the Airport, on the left side, take TAXI NESHER Service to JERUSALEM (it's a shuttle, not privet cab), to the Ramat-Rachel Hotel, which is located in Kibbutz Ramat-Rachel. 
The cost is 16 USA $. Keep receipts in order to be reimbursed.
DO NOT GO WITH ANY OTHER TAXI SERVICE ONLY WITH NESHER NO MATTER WHAT PEOPLE TELL YOU AT THEPORT -  ONLY IN CASE THAT IS ON BEHALF OF AUT CENTER WITH AN SPECIAL SIGN

Clothing

The course will be held in the middle of December. Temperatures may vary between 10(C and 23( with probabilities of rainfall. It is therefore recommended to bring warm and light clothing, suitable footwear for field trips and swimwear. 

Insurance 

Participants are medically insured by a health insurance policy. This policy does not cover the treatment of chronic or serious diseases, dental care, eyeglasses, pregnancy and specific medication taken by the participant on a regular basis. Participants are required to bring with them their usual medication. No insurance of personal belongings such as money, video cameras, laptops or jewelry will be provided.  

About MASHAV

MASHAV – Israel’s Agency for International Development Cooperation - at Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs was founded in late 1957, and is responsible for the design, coordination and implementation of the Sate of Israel’s development cooperation programs. MASHAV concentrates on human and institutional capacity building by sharing Israel’s own development experience and expertise, imparting know-how and transferring innovative technologies and tested methodologies adaptable to developing country needs. MASHAV’s approach is to ensure social, economic and environmental sustainable development, joining the international community's efforts to implement the Millennium Development Goals by 2015.In events of natural disasters, MASHAV also provides humanitarian assistance and participates in reconstruction and rehabilitation efforts.   http://mashav.mfa.gov.il
About KKL-JNF

Since its founding in 1901, the Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael-Jewish National Fund, a non-governmental organization, has been a vital part of Israel’s history, achieving its goal of reclaiming the land, and helping to develop it while protecting Israel's environment. Over the past century, and through the support of donors around the world, the KKL- JNF has planted over 240 million trees, built over 200 dams and reservoirs, developed over 250,000 acres of land, created more than 1,000 parks throughout Israel, conducts high level research on arid and semi arid land forestry and educates students around the world about Israel and the environment. www.kkl.org.il 
For further information:

http://mashav.mfa.gov.il
International Seminar on:
Afforestation in Arid and Semi Arid Zones in Response to Climate Change
Professional Questionnaire

Please fill in the details (typed or in block letters) and attach to the application forms.   Please send to:  Karine Bolton at Karineb@kkl.org.il &
	Name :......................................................................
	Surname:.......................................………………................

	Country:............................................................
	Age:....................….
	 M / F

	Mailing Address:..............................................................................
	Tel:...................................................................

	.........................................................................................................
	Fax:...................................................................

	Passport No:....................................................................................
	Email:...............................................................

	Last Academic Degree:..........................................................................
	Year of Graduation:..................................

	Place of  Work: ...........................................…...….......................................................................................................

	…………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................................

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................................

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................................

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................................



	Present Position:.........................................................................................................................................................

	……………………………………………………………………………………………………...............................................................................

	Describe your professional experience and specific responsibilities……………………………………………………………………….

	…………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................................

	…………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................................

	…………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................................

	…………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................................

	Describe the main constraints you are facing in the arid zones of your country ……...............................................

	…………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................................

	…………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................................

	…………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................................

	…………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................................

	…………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................................

	Describe your professional expectations about this training ……………………………………………………………………………….

	…………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................................

	…………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................................

	…………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................................

	…………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................................

	Have you attended any MASHAV course in Israel?                                                           Yes / No

Year: ___________                                  Institute: ________________________



	

	The official MASHAV Application forms have been sent to the Israeli Embassy in _________________ 
Date: ________________
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