
 

Sharing Best Management Practices for Coral Reef and Mangrove 

Conservation in the Grenadines 

 

MPA Networking Meeting 
WHMSI’s support enabled the third annual meeting of the Grenadines Network of 

Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) to take place this year. The network officially grew 

from four to six MPAs, and with the first-time participation of the Royal Grenada 

Police Force, the St Vincent Ministry of the Environment and a dive industry 

representative from St Vincent, as well as existing network members and their 

associated agencies, it was the largest Grenadines MPA networking meeting held so 

far. 

 

The meeting agenda featured updates from each of the MPAs followed by Q&A 

sessions; there was a focus on mangroves, a field trip to Carriacou’s Oyster Bed and 

a topical discussion with a local group working to protect the area from adjacent 

development; a session was held about MPAs and their relationships with dive 

operators; progress in MPA enforcement in Grenada was shared; and a morning of 

demonstration education activities in support of MPA awareness was held on the 

beach and in the water with 20 local children. The network members called for 

ongoing networking and increased coordination between MPAs, and SusGren has 

secured funding for continuation in the next two years. 

In conjunction with the networking meeting, multiplier training was held in lionfish 

biology, capture and handling for participants from the six MPAs. This included 

classroom sessions, SCUBA practice in lionfish capture and a very well-attended 

public demonstration of lionfish cleaning at the local fish market. Thanks to 

WHMSI’s support, all the MPAs are now equipped with lionfish capture and 

handling equipment.  

Exchange Visit to Mustique  

The most recently completed activity in the project was an exchange visit by 

representatives of Tobago Cays Marine Park, Sandy Island/Oyster Bed MPA and St 

Vincent’s South Coast Marine Conservation Area to Mustique Marine Conservation 

Area. This visit focused on learning about standard operating procedures for the 

maintenance of fixed moorings, and the visitors worked side-by-side with 

Mustique’s Harbourmaster, both above and below water, to inspect and repair 

existing moorings and to install new mooring equipment. Sandy Island/Oyster Bed 

MPA has since drafted standard operating procedures for mooring maintenance 

which are now under review. In the spirit of sharing knowledge, the visitors in 

return assisted Mustique with several lionfish capture dives and held a well-

attended demonstration of lionfish handling and cleaning techniques for local 

fishers and chefs. They also took part in land and sea patrols with the local 



enforcement team and gained new skills in assisting with the inspection and 

offloading of a fuel tanker. All parties agreed it was a successful and useful visit and 

an excellent wrap-up to this year’s networking activities.    

 


