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VENUE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) will be held from June 3-5, 2014, in Asunción, Paraguay. The meetings will take place in the CONMEBOL Convention Center, located in Avenida Sudamericana No. 595, Luque - Gran Asunción, Paraguay.
PROCEDURE TO REQUEST TO PARTICIPATE IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
1. Civil Society Organizations
In accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, civil society organizations (CSO) that wish to participate in the General Assembly under the category of “Civil Society Organization” shall submit the names of their representatives (maximum 2) by email to civilsociety@oas.org or by fax (202) 458-3555 no later than May 10, 2014. 
2. Workers Organizations
Invitations to workers’ organizations are made through the Trade Union Confederation of the Americas (CSA) and the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE), which internally select their representatives and spokespersons. The OAS General Secretariat will coordinate with those organizations all aspects related to workers’ participation in the General Assembly.

Workers’ representatives wishing to participate in the General Assembly must belong to the delegation identified by the trade-union movement at the hemispheric level:

· The Trade Union Confederation of the Americas (CSA) and the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE), which are umbrella organizations for trade-union confederations from across the region, will send the OAS a list of the workers’ representatives who are to attend the General Assembly. Only people whose names appear on that list may receive accreditation. 

ONLINE REGISTRATION FOR APPROVED ORGANIZATIONS
The representatives designated by civil society and workers organizations as well as social actors that are approved by the OAS Permanent Council to be invited as “Civil Society Organization”, must complete the online Registration Form available on the official Website of the XLIV OAS General Assembly at the following link under the accreditation category “Civil Society Organization.”
· Online registration for the XLIV OAS General Assembly
ACCREDITATION AT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY VENUE
Registration of all accredited participants will begin on May 31, 2014 at Hotel Bourbon, Luque – Gran Asunción, from 8:30am to 5:30pm. For security reasons, identification badges must be worn and visible at all times for all General Assembly functions. Participants are asked to provide a copy of the confirmation email received after your online registration, as well as official credentials, official invitation and identity document.
COORDINATION
1. Civil Society Organizations
The OAS Department of International Affairs will coordinate civil society participation in the XLIV General Assembly. For further information please contact:

Jorge Sanín

Director

Department of International Affairs

Organization of American States

Tel: +1 (202) 370-0746

Cell: +1 (202) 286-1644

Fax: +1 (202) 458-3555

E-mail: jsanin@oas.org
Catherine Pognat

Section Chief, Relations with Civil Society

Department of International Affairs

Organization of American States

Tel: +1 (202) 370-0736
Fax: +1 (202) 458-3555

E-mail: civilsociety@oas.org
2. Workers Organizations
The OAS Department of Human Development, Education and Employment (DHDEE) of SEDI is responsible for coordinating the participation of workers organizations in the XLIV General Assembly. For further information please contact:

María Claudia Camacho
Department of Human Development, Education and Employment 
Organization of American States

Tel: (202)-370-4952

Email: mcamacho@oas.org 
EVENTS FOR CIVIL SOCIETY AND WORKERS ORGANIZATIONS AS WELL AS SOCIAL ACTORS IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE XLIV GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Representatives of civil society and workers organizations as well as social actors that will participate in the XLIV OAS General Assembly will be able to attend as observers all the plenary sessions and the General Committee sessions of the General Assembly. In addition, three events will be held specifically for these organizations:

1. Informal Conversation between the Secretary General, the Assistant Secretary General and representatives of civil society organizations and social actors
Date: June 2, 2014
Time: 10:00am – 12:45pm
Place: CONMEBOL Convention Center, Room 4
This meeting provides an opportunity for civil society, social actors and workers representatives to dialogue with OAS Secretary General and OAS Assistant Secretary General and offer their points of view on the programs the OAS executes in relation to the theme of the XLIV General Assembly “Development  with Social Inclusion,” as well as the topics of the inter-American agenda. 

2. Coordination Meetings for Civil Society and social actors, Workers and Private Sector Organizations

Date: June 2, 2014
Time: 1:00 – 6:00pm
Place: Hotel Sheraton
The purpose of these meetings is to offer a space for representatives of participating organizations to discuss and formulate specific, concrete recommendations on the theme of the XLIV OAS General Assembly and OAS priority areas, as well as to select spokespersons who will present the recommendations of the thematic groups to OAS Member State representatives during the next day’s Dialogue of the Heads of Delegation and the Secretary General with Representatives of Workers, the Private Sector, Civil Society and Social Actors.

3. Dialogue of the Heads of Delegation, the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General with representatives of civil society, labor unions, the private sector, and other social actors

Date: June 3, 2014
Time: 9:00am – 12:30pm
Place: CONMEBOL Convention Center, Room 4
The aim of this Dialogue is to provide the representatives of the different groups with an opportunity to present their recommendations on the theme of the General Assembly, “Development with Social Inclusion,” for consideration by the Heads of Delegation of the Member States, the OAS Secretary General and the OAS Assistant Secretary General.

This Dialogue will provide time for four workers, four private sector and five civil society representatives to present the recommendations of their respective groups in two separate rounds. After each round of presentations, the Heads of Delegation of the Member States will be offered the floor to share their comments and thoughts in reference to the social actors’ interventions.
PREPARATION FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
To aid in the preparation for participation in the XLIV OAS General Assembly, participants are recommended to familiarize themselves with the following documents:

· Draft Agenda
· Draft Declaration of Asunción, Paraguay “Development with Social Inclusion” 
· Inter-American Democratic Charter
· Social Charter of the Americas
GENERAL INFORMATION
1. Cost of stay, transportation and hotels
Participants will be responsible for covering the costs associated with their stay in Asunción, Paraguay, including accommodation, transportation, meals and other incidentals.

It is recommended to purchase round-trip airfare directly from the airline companies or a travel agency as far in advance as possible. 

Hotels: The Hotel Coordination of the Government of Paraguay recommends the following hotels for civil society organizations in the framework of the XLIV OAS General Assembly.
Hotel Cecilia

Address:

EE.UU. 341 esq. Mcal. Estigarribia

1610 Asunción, Paraguay

Telephone:

+595 (0) 21 210 365

+595 (0) 21 202 222

Website:

http://www.hotelcecilia.com.py/ 
Email:


info@hotelcecilia.com.py 
Hotel las Margaritas

Address:

Estrella esq. 15 de Agosto

Asunción - Paraguay

Telephone:

+595 (21) 448-765

Fax: 


+595 (21) 448-785

Website:

http://www.lasmargaritas.com.py/ 
Email:


reservas@lasmargaritas.com.py



informaciones@lasmargaritas.com.py 
Hotel las Margaritas

Address:

Estrella esq. 15 de Agosto

Asunción - Paraguay

Telephone:

+595 (21) 448-765
Fax: 


+595 (21) 448-785
Website:

http://www.lasmargaritas.com.py/ 

Email:


reservas@lasmargaritas.com.py
Hotel Bristol

Address:

15 de Agosto 472 c/ Oliva

Asunción – Paraguay

Telephone:

+595 (21) 494-254

Website:

http://www.hotelbristol.com.py 

Email:


hotelbristol@hotelbristol.com.py
reservas@hotelbristol.com.py 

Hotel Excélsior

Address:

Chile 980

Asunción - Paraguay

Telephone:

+595 (21) 495-632

Fax:


+595 (21) 496-748

Website:

http://www.excelsior.com.py 

Internacional Asunción

Address:

Ayolas 520

Asunción, Paraguay

Telephone:

+595 (21) 494 114

Fax:


+595 (21) 494 383

Website:

http://www.hotelinternacional.com.py 

Email:


info@hotelinternacional.com.py 

Le Moustier

Address:

Tte. Insaurralde 347 c/ Brasilia

Asunción, Paraguay

Telephone:

+595 (21) 283 740

Website:

http://www.lemoustier.org 

Email:


Infos@lemoustier.org 

Le Pelican

Address:

Avda. Santa Teresa 2489 esq.Gumercindo Sosa

a 2 cuadras de la Avda. Aviadores del Chaco

Asunción, Paraguay

Telephone:

+595 (21) 661 436




+595 (21) 661 833



+595 (21) 625855
Website:

http://www.hotellepelican.com 

Email:


contact@hotellpelican.com 

For more information on hotels in Asunción, please visit www.mre.gov.py/44agoea
Transportation: The Government of Paraguay will offer bus transportation to all accredited participants for the General Assembly from the airport in Asunción (ASU) to the headquarters of the Assembly. In the airport, there will be information booths where you will find more details about the bus schedules.  

2. Infodesk
In each of the official hotels, there will be an information desk at which participants can obtain further details regarding transportation routes and departure times, the XLIV General Assembly venue, hours for registration and late accreditation, and general information on the city of Asunción.

3. Languages and working documents
The General Assembly plenary and General Committee sessions will be conducted in the four official languages of the Organization: Spanish, English, French, and Portuguese; simultaneous interpretation will be provided in all four languages. Since greening measures will be in effect and the printing of documents will be limited, participants are requested to keep their documents during all meetings. Delegations are kindly urged to download General Assembly documents from: www.oas.org/44ag. 
4. Weather
The average temperature in Asunción during the period of the General Assembly averages between a high of 23º C (73º F) and a low of 14° C (57 F) with light precipitation.
5. Electric current
The electric current is 220 volts and 50 cycles.
6. Area code
+ 595 + 21 + Asunción Phone Number
7. Currency
The official currency in Paraguay is the Guaraní. 
All inquiries regarding the information provided in this bulletin should be communicated to Washington, D.C. by calling: (202) 370-0730, or visiting the website of the XLIV OAS General Assembly www.oas.org/44ag. 









The XLIV OAS General Assembly documents are available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/44ag" �www.oas.org/44ag� 
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