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Chronology of the process for the creation of the Inter-American Committee on Education
2001

September 24 – 25
II Meeting of Ministers of Education in the framework of CIDI


Punta del Este, Uruguay

G-11 received the mandate to prepare a proposal for the creation of the Inter-American Committee on Education through by way of the resolution CIDI/RES. 7 “Follow up Mechanisms.”


Participants: Argentina, Bahamas, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Ecuador, United States, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, San Vincent and the Grenadines, Uruguay, Venezuela

2002

April 4 – 5
First Working Meeting

Washington, DC, United States

Presentation and discussion of the first draft proposal elaborated by Mexico in collaboration with the OAS to the Member States coordinating the education area in the SIRG


Participants: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, United States, El Salvador, Mexico

April 5 - 6   
XXI Regular Meeting of the Ministers of Education and Culture of Central America.

Guatemala, Guatemala

National secretaries and ministers of culture and education analyzed the documents of the first draft that included the Proposal for the creation of CIE and its Rules of Procedure and issued an official statement expressing their support for its creation to the coordinating countries of the education area in SIRG.

Participants: Belize, Costa Rica, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama
April 9 - 29
Consultation Process
Consultation process with All Member States to draft a proposal that would be presented at the next G-11 (Extended) meeting.

May 14 & 21
Meeting with Caribbean Representatives to the OAS


Washington DC, United States

Two special meetings were convoked for the Caribbean countries Missions to the OAS, to update them on the process for the creation of CIE


Participants: Bahamas, Belize

May 29 & 30 
Meeting of the Extended G-11
Cancun, Mexico


Mexico convoked all member States to draft the Final Proposal for the creation of CIE


Participants: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, United States, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, Dominican Republican, Trinidad & Tobago.

June 4
General Assembly of the OAS
Bridgetown, Barbados 

Approval of Resolution 1859 of the Assembly General of the OAS in which the creation of CIE was agreed. CEPCIDI was entrusted with the provisional establishment of CIE and the approval of its Rules of Procedure ad-referendum of the next CIDI meeting, once the proposal presented by the G-11 have been reviewed and agreed upon by all Ministers of Education. 

June 14
XXII Meeting of Ministers of Education of Mercosur countries, Bolivia and Chile
       Buenos Aires, Argentina

Upon the request from Argentina’s Ministry of Education, the documents proposed and agreed upon in Cancun were sent for its discussion at the said meeting.


Participants: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay

June - July
Consultation Process

                   The documents were sent to all Member States for its approval, in               

       order to then present them to CEPCIDI.

June – September
The Technical Secretariat receives comments and letters of support from the Ministers of Education on the Proposed Rules of Procedure

October 2
Meeting of the Representatives from the Secretary of Public Education of Mexico with the delegates of the missions to the OAS

Washington DC, United States


The progress made towards the creation of CIE is presented


Participants: Antigua & Barbuda, Argentina, Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Guyana, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, St. Kitts & Nevis, United States, Uruguay, Venezuela

October 9
Meeting of the Permanent Council of the OAS


Washington DC, United States


Mexico formally offers to host the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education, commented on the project undergone by the Secretary of Public Education with the OAS to offer free use of the satellite EDUSAT for educational purposes throughout the Hemisphere. It also reported on the process for the creation of CIE and the need to convoke a CEPCIDI meeting for the final discussion on the Proposed Rules of Procedure.


Uruguay, Canada, El Salvador, Guyana, Dominican Republic, Barbados and Nicaragua expressed their support for the creation of the Committee and welcomed Mexico’s proposal to host the Ministerial Meeting

October 20
CEPCIDI Meeting

Washington DC, United States


The Proposed Rules of Procedure are presented for the Council’s consideration and approval.


Participants: Antigua & Barbuda, Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Chile, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Dominican Republic, St. Kitts & Nevis, United States, Uruguay, Venezuela

November 1
Subcommittee on Policies of CIDI

Washington DC, United States

Articles 4, 11, 15 and 24 of the Proposed Rules of Procedure are discussed

Participants: Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Dominican Republic, United States, Uruguay

November 14
CEPCIDI Meeting

Washington DC, United States


The Rules of Procedure of CIE are approved

December 9 & 10
Meeting of the Extended G-11 


Washington DC, United States


Mexico convoked the ministries of education to discuss the future of the G-11 in the framework of CIE, start planning the III Meeting of Ministers of Education and follow-up on the commitments taken.


Participants: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, St. Vincent & the Grenadines, Mexico, Peru, Dominican Republic, United States

2003 

April 9 –11
Preparatory Meeting for the III Meeting of Ministers of Education


Buenos Aires, Argentina


The Rules of Procedure are reviewed. A change is proposed on the creation of the Executive Committee of CIE


Participants: Antigua & Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, St. Kitts & Nevis, Sta. Lucia, Trinidad & Tobago, United States, Uruguay, Venezuela

August 11 – 13
III Meeting of Ministers of Education of CIDI


Mexico City, Mexico


Formal Inauguration of the CIE by the Ministers of Education

August 13
First Official Meeting of CIE


Mexico City, Mexico


The authorities of the Executive Committee are elected. The Hemispheric Projects on Equity and Quality, Secondary Education and Teacher Education are discussed, as well as the Summit Projects: Education Regional Indicators Program (PRIE) and the Hemispheric Forum on Evaluation of Education. Agreement is reached to hold a meeting in December to discuss the allocation of resources established through CIDI/RME/RES. 9 (III-O/03).

Rules of Procedure of the CIE 
I. NATURE AND PURPOSE 
Article 1. The Inter-American Committee on Education (hereinafter "the CIE"), is a committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), established in accordance with article 17 of the CIDI Statutes and article 77 of the Charter of the Organization of American States (hereinafter "OAS" or "the Organization"). 

The purpose of the CIE is to coordinate the implementation of inter-American ministerial dialogue on education, to follow-up on mandates of the Summits of the Americas and agreements entered into at Meetings of the Ministers of Education, to identify multilateral initiatives, and to contribute to the execution of OAS policies in the area of partnership for educational development. 

II. COMPOSITION AND FUNCTIONS 
Article 2. The CIE is composed of representatives designated by the highest national education authorities of the member states. 

Article 3. The functions of the CIE shall be as follows: 

•  Follow-up on implementation of the Plan of Action of the Summit of the Americas and the mandates of CIDI Meetings of Ministers of Education. 

•  Advise on the preparation of CIDI Meetings of Ministers of Education, taking into account diagnostic assessments of educational conditions and execution of the Hemispheric Agenda for Education, with a view to presenting preliminary versions of the Plan of Action for Education of the Summit of the Americas and of the Inter-American Education Program. 

•  Propose and promote strategies for partnership and fundraising for educational research and development programs, projects, and activities within the inter-American institutional framework. 

•  Formulate guidelines for the development and presentation of proposed projects and activities in the area of partnership for education and submit recommendations to the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development concerning use of the Sectoral Account for Education of the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) and on means to obtain additional resources from other funding sources. 

•  Promote the participation of institutions of the Inter-American System, United Nations System, and Subregional Systems in educational development and financing. 

•  Elect its own authorities. 

•  Create or eliminate subcommittees, working groups, fora or mechanisms considered necessary to perform its functions. 

•  Prepare reports on the activities of the CIE and present them to the CIDI Meeting of Ministers of Education, the Summit of the Americas Implementation Review Group (SIRG) and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI). 

•  Perform such other functions as may be assigned to it by the CIDI Meeting of Ministers of Education. 

III. AUTHORITIES AND COORDINATION OF THE CIE 
Chair, Vice Chairs, and liaison with the Summits process 
Article 4. The CIE shall elect, at regular meetings, a Chair and two Vice Chairs for terms of two years, renewable only once. The authorities of the CIE shall work in coordination with the Executive Committee.

The CIE will be the liaison with the Summit of the Americas Process.

The CIE shall have an Executive Committee to support the work of the Chair and Vice Chairs. The Executive Committee shall comprise five member states (principal members) and five alternate member states elected by the CIE for a two-year term, observing the principles of rotation and equitable geographical representation and ensuring that no member state is denied the opportunity of being elected a member and that all regions have the opportunity to be represented at all times.

The Chair, Vice Chairs, and the members of the Executive Committee shall be elected by a majority of the member states present at the meeting, but in no case by fewer than 12 votes. The election shall be conducted by secret ballot, unless the delegations present choose to elect their authorities by acclamation.

Article 5. The First Vice Chair, or in his or her absence the Second Vice Chair, shall substitute for the Chair, when the Chair is temporarily absent or unavailable, and shall have the same powers and responsibilities. 

Article 6. The authorities elected shall be responsible for coordination of the CIE and, accordingly, shall perform or ensure the performance of the functions assigned to the CIE by article 3 of these Rules of Procedure. They shall also be responsible for carrying out such activities as may be specifically entrusted to them by the Plenary and for maintaining continuous working relations with the rest of the member states, the OAS General Secretariat (hereinafter "the General Secretariat") and with the member state responsible for the Education Chapter of Summits of the Americas process, to ensure that the CIE's various functions are properly carried out. The Chair of the CIE shall send copies of all official correspondence to the General Secretariat. 

The Chair shall convene plenary meetings; propose the agenda for such meetings; open and close the plenary meetings; chair the discussions; give the floor to delegations and other agencies, observers, and special guests in the order requested; submit items of discussion to a vote and announce the results; decide on points of order; set up subcommittees or working groups as necessary; report on CIE activities at the second regular meeting during his or her term; perform any other responsibilities entrusted to him or her by the CIE; and, in general, comply with and enforce the provisions of these Rules of Procedure.

IV. MEETINGS 
Regular and special meetings 
Article 7. The CIE shall hold regular meetings once a year, in any member country or at the headquarters of the General Secretariat, as the member states shall decide, taking into account the provisions of article 30 of these Rules of Procedure. To this end, the Chair of the CIE shall indicate the agreed venue and date of the meeting to the Chair of CEPCIDI, who shall arrange for convocation accordingly. 

The Committee shall hold special meetings when the General Assembly, or the CIDI, or the committee itself by a vote of two-thirds of its members, so decides. In the latter case, the Committee shall provide the necessary financial resources and inform CEPCIDI of its decision to hold a special meeting and on the agenda for that meeting. 

Agenda 
Article 8. The Chair and Vice Chairs of the CIE shall prepare the preliminary draft agenda for each regular meeting of the CIE and shall submit it to the other CIE members for consideration at least two months before the opening of the meeting concerned. Simultaneously, the General Secretariat shall send a copy of the preliminary draft agenda to the Permanent Missions to the OAS. Member states shall have 30 calendar days from the date of receipt of this document to send their comments to the Chair of the CIE. Based on the comments received, the Chair and the Vice Chairs shall draft the final agenda, which shall be reported to CEPCIDI. 

The agenda of each special meeting of the CIE shall be limited to the matter or matters for which the meeting has been convened. The Chair of the CIE shall establish the procedures and deadlines for the preparation of special meeting agendas. 

Meeting venues and dates 
Article 9. Following consideration of offers made by the member states, CIE meetings shall be held at the venue and time agreed to at the end of the preceding meeting. When no offer has been made to host a meeting ninety days prior to the agreed date for the meeting, or when it cannot be held at the venue chosen, the CIE shall meet at the headquarters of the General Secretariat. The Chair shall inform the other member states of the reasons making it necessary to change the date of the meeting. 

Convocation 
Article 10. The General Secretariat shall transmit the meeting convocation to the member states as soon as the country offering to host the meeting confirms to the General Secretariat the date, city, and specific venue of the meeting, as well as its ability to provide the necessary funds to hold the meeting. The country offering to host the meeting shall provide this information to the General Secretariat at least 90 days prior to the proposed meeting date. 

Meeting languages 
Article 11. The working languages for CIE meetings shall be the four official languages of the Organization. Official documents for the meetings shall be available in the Organization's four official languages. 

V. PARTICIPATION IN MEETINGS 
Delegations 
Article 12. The delegations of the member states shall be composed of representatives, advisers, and other members accredited by the governments. Each delegation shall have a principal representative, or head of delegation, who may delegate his or her functions to any other member of the delegation. 

Credentials 
Article 13. The delegations of member countries and Permanent Observers to the OAS shall be accredited by their respective governments for each regular or special meeting of the CIE by means of a communication to the General Secretariat. 

Organs and agencies of the inter-American system 
Article 14. The representatives of organs and agencies of the inter-American system may attend plenary meetings of the CIE and it subcommittees. They may also make statements when invited to do so by the Chair. 

Permanent Observers 
Article 15. Permanent Observers to the OAS may attend meetings of the CIE and it subcommittees and may make statements when invited to do so by the Chair. 

Other Observers 
Article 16. Observers may also be sent to CIE meetings by: 

•  The governments of member states of the United Nations or UN specialized agencies having expressed interest in attending, subject to authorization by the CIE Chair. 

•  Regional or subregional Inter-American governmental entities and agencies that are not organs or agencies of the OAS, subject to authorization by the CIE Chair. 

•  Specialized agencies of the United Nations and other international agencies whose participation in such capacity is provided for in current agreements with the pertinent organs of the OAS, or in the absence of such agreements, with the prior authorization of the CIE Chair. 

The observers referred to in this article may make statements at meetings of the CIE or its subcommittees when invited to do so by the Chair. 

The General Secretariat shall transmit the communications necessary for the purposes of this article. 

Special Guests 
Article 17. The chair of the CIE, with the support of the General Secretariat, shall prepare a list of national and international governmental and nongovernmental agencies and entities expressing interest in attending CIE meetings, as well as individuals of recognized competence whose participation may be desired, and shall circulate it to the CIE member states before deciding on their participation. In any case, the consent of the host government must be obtained. 

The special guests referred to in this article may make statements at CIE meetings when invited to do so by the chair of the CIE. 

Requests to attend CIE meetings as special guests must be submitted to the Chair of the CIE, through the General Secretariat, at least 30 days before the meeting concerned. 

The General Secretariat shall transmit the invitations decided on for the purposes of this article. 

OAS General Secretariat 
Article 18. The Secretary General of the OAS and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development shall participate in meetings of the CIE and its subsidiary organs. 

VI. SESSIONS 
Article 19. At the first plenary session of a regular meeting, when appropriate, the Committee shall elect its Chair and two Vice Chairs. 

At the first plenary session of the each meeting, the meeting agendas shall be approved and a deadline shall be established for the presentation of proposed resolutions. 

Article 20. The plenary and subcommittee sessions of CIE meetings shall be public, unless the participants decide otherwise. 

Working group sessions shall be private, unless the participants decide otherwise. 

VII. SUBCOMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS 
Article 21. Subcommittees and working groups shall elect their own authorities. The recommendations they adopt or the conclusions they reach shall be presented to the plenary sessions of CIE meetings in reports approved by the subcommittees or working groups concerned. Any member of a subcommittee or working group may request that his or her position be recorded in the subcommittee's or working group's report. Such reports shall be examined at plenary sessions of the CIE and decisions adopted as appropriate. 

Article 22. All delegations have the right to participate in CIE working groups. However, to facilitate their work, subcommittees and working groups shall be composed of delegations having requested to participate in them. 

Article 23. Subcommittees and working groups may continue to work during periods between CIE meetings with support from the General Secretariat. 

VIII. QUORUM AND THE ADOPTION OF DECISIONS 
Article 24. 
1. One-third of the CIE's member states shall constitute the quorum necessary to hold a meeting. 

•  Decisions shall be adopted by a majority of the member states. Decisions concerning the CIE's budget shall be adopted by majority of two-thirds of the member states. 

•  Subcommittees and working groups may meet and adopt decisions with a quorum of one-third of their member delegations. 

IX. SECRETARIAT 
Article 25. The OAS General Secretariat shall support the authorities of the CIE in the exercise of their functions and provide secretariat services to the CIE through the Unit for Social Development and Education and the Unit for Cooperation Policies of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (UPC/SEDI), each in its respective area of competence, with effective coordination maintained between the two. 

•  The Unit for Social Development and Education, Technical Secretariat of the CIE, shall provide support for the activities of the CIE and its subcommittees and working groups, by performing the following functions: 

•  Provide substantive documents to the CIE to facilitate its activities. 

•  Develop strategies for obtaining additional resources for the hemispheric working agenda defined by the CIE. 

•  Facilitate dialogue, coordination, and collaboration on education issues between the CIE and other institutions in the inter-American system, the United Nations system, and subregional systems, while promoting collaboration between the CIE and the various entities of the OAS. 

•  Identify opportunities for collaboration and mechanisms for dialogue and consultation with civil society on education issues. 

•  Contribute to the development of mechanisms and activities for horizontal cooperation between countries. 

•  Support educational development projects in the hemisphere. 

•  Maintain institutional memory on the CIE's activities and report on them periodically to OAS member state delegations. 

•  The Unit for Cooperation Policies of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (UPC/SEDI) shall be responsible for coordinating the secretariat services provided for CIE meetings. 

X. MINUTES AND OTHER DOCUMENTS 
Minutes and summary records 
Article 26. The Technical Secretariat of the CIE shall prepare the minutes of plenary sessions, which shall be submitted to the CIE's authorities for approval within no more than 30 days after each meeting. The member states shall have 30 days to approve them, following which the Technical Secretariat shall distribute them. The Technical Secretariat shall also prepare summary records of the sessions held by subcommittees and, upon request, of sessions held by working groups. 

Article 27. Delegations may place on record the opinions they express during subcommittee sessions and request that their statements be attached to the summary records. 

No minutes shall be prepared for the CIE's private sessions or the private sessions of its subcommittees, but the Technical Secretariat shall record the attendance of delegations at such sessions and the decisions taken. 

Final meeting documents 
Article 28. Decisions taken and official documents distributed at CIE meetings shall be included in a final report, to be prepared by the Technical Secretariat in coordination with UPC/SEDI. The final report shall be distributed to CIE members in the Organization's four official languages and, following their approval, shall be presented to the CIDI Meeting of Ministers of Education and transmitted to CEPCIDI. 

Article 29. At the headquarters of the General Secretariat, four member states representing each of the the official languages of the OAS, with support from the Technical Secretariat, shall correct any defects of form and verify consistency in the texts of decisions approved by the CIE. 

XI. FINANCIAL ASPECTS 
Financing for meetings 
Article 30. The OAS shall contribute financially to the holding of CIE meetings on the basis of resources allocated for this purpose in the Organization's Program-Budget. CIE activities for which financing is not allocated in the OAS Program-Budget shall be financed by the CIE itself. (1) The OAS Program-Budget does not provide, under any circumstances, for the financing of participation by member state delegations in meetings of the CIE or any of its organs. 

Article 31. Resolutions convening meetings of the CIE shall indicate the source of financing for the meeting. 

Financial support for the Technical Secretariat 
Article 32. The General Secretariat shall support the technical secretariat work for the CIE with resources from the Regular Fund in the manner approved in the Organization's Program-Budget. 

FEMCIDI resources 
Article 33. The CIE may formulate recommendations to the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development on the best use of the FEMCIDI Sectoral Account for Education to make the most of cooperation resources in pursuance of Summit mandates. 

Specific funds 
Article 34. The CIE may request that the OAS General Secretariat establish special funds, in accordance with the relevant provisions, (2) to finance its activities. These funds shall be constituted with contributions from member state governments, Permanent Observers to the OAS, other states, national or international public or private entities, or other donors, for the purpose of financing CIE activities. Interest earned on the resources in these funds shall be treated as income and shall be credited accordingly. 

The CIE may request that the General Secretariat establish a specific Summit of the Americas Specific Fund for Education to attend to priorities established by the Heads of State and Government, decisions of the CIDI Ministers of Education, and other CIE initiatives, in accordance with the relevant legal provisions. 

The CIE shall seek technical and financial support from other bilateral or multilateral sources in the pursuit of its objectives. Summit Projects may continue to receive and administer financial resources from other institutions. 

XII. AMENDMENT OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE 
Article 35. These Rules of Procedure may be amended by the CIE itself, ad referendum the CIDI Meeting of Ministers of Education. Amendments entailing budgetary consequences for the OAS shall be presented to the appropriate OAS governing bodies for consideration and possible approval. 

Article 36. Matters of procedure not provided for in these Rules of Procedure shall be resolved by the CIE itself. 

(1) Resolution AG/RES. 1678 on Mechanisms for Implementing the Inter-American Dialogue on Partnership for Development, in para. 7, instructs the Permanent Council and CIDI to implement the mechanisms referred to in this resolution, within the resources available in the program-budget of the Organization, following the guidelines set forth below: 

a. The annual contribution from the program-budget of the OAS for the ministerial meetings and the meetings of the inter-American committees shall alternate among sectors. In the year in which the Organization does not allocate resources to a specific sector, the authorities of that sector shall procure external sources of funding or use their own resources. 

Resolution CIDI/RES. 60 (IV-O/99), adopting Model Rules of Procedure of the 
Inter-American Committees of CIDI, recommended to the General Assembly, in order to maintain necessary continuity in the work of the inter-American committees, that the program-budget of the Organization include resources for one regular meeting of each committee every two years, and that funding alternate among the various sectors. Thus, any inter-American committee activity not covered in the program-budget of the Organization in a given year will have to be funded by the committee itself. 

(2) Article 68 of the General Norms for the operation of the General Secretariat. 

First Meeting of the Authorities and Executive Committee 

of the Inter-American Committee on Education, December 4-5, 2003

Resolutions

Resolution on hemispheric and summit projects:

In view of the fact that the hemispheric projects are funded with FEMCIDI resources and the CIE needs additional information on the costs of support requested both of it and the Technical Secretariat, the Meeting of CIE Authorities decided that they would work with FEMCIDI resources until the next plenary meeting of the CIE.  The Meeting of Authorities and the Executive Committee set a deadline of February 16 for the hemispheric coordinators of projects and the Technical Secretariat to present the additional budget information requested to comply with said requirements.   

On the PRIE Summit Project on Evaluation of the Quality of Education, the Meeting of CIE Authorities decided to allocate 25% of the resources (US$66,600) requested for the project for 2004 as initial funding, so as not to interrupt the project’s activities.  The Meeting of CIE Authorities and Executive Committee is waiting for presentation of the complete description of the project, by February 16 at the latest

Resolution on support for the Technical Secretariat:

The Meeting of the CIE Authorities and Executive Committee decided to approve an initial allocation of US$30,000 to the Technical Secretariat, to finance the following support for the summit and hemispheric projects and meetings of the CIE and its Authorities:

Coordination of the technical and political hemispheric dialogue, including translation of documents, maintenance of the virtual forum, and contracts.

The Technical Secretariat will present a financial proposal for support of this work in 2004, for consideration by the Executive Committee, by February 16th.  This proposal could include travel of experts and other items that the Technical Secretariat considers necessary. 

Resolution of the Seminar offered by IDB/INDES

The Meeting of Authorities and the Executive Committee agreed to hold the Seminar for CIE members offered by INDES, and the Second Regular Meeting of CIE immediately afterwards.  The optional dates are as follows:  

1. INDES Seminar:  Tuesday, August 17 to August 20, 2004.  The CIE meeting to be held August 23 and 24, 2004;

2. INDES Seminar:  September 21 to 24, and the CIE meeting on September 27 and 28, 2004.

Notification of the final dates and the available resources will be provided in due time.  Participants should apply through the official channels of INDES and should have the necessary qualifications for participation.  CIE members who do not have the required qualifications should present a letter of support and the designation of their minister.

The allocation of US$ 17,420 is approved for the seminar, to cover interpretation into two languages for four days, and the fees and per diem of two education experts.  The budget estimates presented by the Technical Secretariat are appended.

Next meeting of the CIE Authorities and Executive Committee 

The next meeting of the CIE Authorities and Executive Committee will be held in Washington, DC on April 15 and 16, 2004, or April 22 and 23, 2004. 

February 16, 2004 will be the deadline for submitting summit and hemispheric project proposals.  On March 15, the documents will be ready for distribution in the two languages, prior to the meeting of the Authorities.

The chair notes the request that the meetings of the CIE Authorities be held in the four languages, and the resources required for will be sought. 

The Technical Secretariat will present a proposed agenda 30 days prior to the meeting, for the consideration of all the member states.

Programming of Activities

· The Meeting of Authorities and the Executive Committee approves the proposal to assist in  strengthening a democratic culture through education, through the event being organized by the Permanent Council with the support of UDSE and UPD, and will look into ways to implement this.

· The Meeting of Authorities and the Executive Committee decided to support the link between the CIE and the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology, to strengthen scientific and technological education at the different levels of education, and it will look into ways to implement this.

· The Meeting of Authorities and the Executive Committee adopted the proposal to participate in strengthening a gender perspective in education, together with the Inter-American Commission of Women, and requested the United States delegation, if possible, to attend the meeting that CIM will hold on December 8 and 9, 2003. 

· The Meeting of Authorities and the Executive Committee will support the initiative of Inclusion International to promote the inclusion of children with special educational needs and will look into ways to implement this.

· The Meeting of Authorities and the Executive Committee will study OUI programs designed to strengthen teacher training in multicultural bilingual education, and will look into ways to implement this initiative. 

· The Meeting of Authorities and the Executive Committee agrees that the Secretariat will keep it informed on progress in the discussion on the exchange of debt for education.  More specifically, it requests it to provide a comparative analysis of the OEI document and the OAS proposal (IACD).

Second Meeting of the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE

Washington, D.C., April 16, 2004

AGREEMENTS

Topic 1: Selection of the date for the II Ordinary Meeting of the CIE 

The II Ordinary Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education will take place on Monday, October 18 and Tuesday, October 19, 2004.

On Sunday, October 17, 2004 the III Meeting of the Authorities and Executive Committee will meet in preparation for the ordinary meeting of the CIE.  

Topic 2: On the Powers of The Meeting of Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE

The Authorities of the Executive Committee of the CIE have budgetary powers that  include the ability to assign and follow up on funds in order to strengthen the initiatives of the Ministers of Education.  These powers were delegated by the Inter-American Committee on Education (1st Ordinary Meeting of the CIE).  

Topic 3: The CIE and the Special Summit of the Americas  

In follow up to the educational priorities of the Special Summit of the Americas, the  Technical Secretariat, with  support from  the U.S., Canada, and Mexico will design a questionnaire that will allow for the collection of information on current practices in member countries for  informing the public on the characteristics and results of  education systems. 

The Technical Secretariat will make an official  request that all members of the CIE fill out and submit the questionnaire.  Afterwards, the Technical Secretariat with the support of the Authorities and Executive Committee, will compile the responses, instruments and documents to be shared in the next plenary session of the CIE.  At the same time, the Technical Secretariat will request that countries provide examples of the instruments and documents used to present information on education systems to the public. 

Finally, the  Technical Secretariat, with support from the Authorities of the CIE, will identify national and sub-national experiences that are illustrative of these experiences. These experiences will be shared and discussed at the next plenary session of the CIE. 

Topic 4:  The Non Permanent  Specialized  Committee (CENPE) of Education 

The members of the CIE will collaborate with their respective National Liaison Offices, so that the education project profiles, presented to FEMCIDI (IACD), respond to the priorities of the Summit of the Americas and of the III Meeting of the Ministers of Education.  

The Technical Secretariat and the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development will design an ad-hoc mechanism that will enable the Authorities and the Executive Committee to view, revise, and recommend the project profiles considered for the FEMCIDI education account.

The Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE established guidelines for collaboration with the Offices of External Relations and the Permanent Missions of the member countries before the OAS to promote reform of the rules of FEMCIDI. This reform would permit the CIE to evaluate and grade education projects. CENPE currently performs this task.    

Topic 5:  Summit Project (PRIE-Evaluation) 

A referendum was made for the support of the PRIE-Evaluation of the Quality of Education- and unanimous support was expressed by  the Committee members. The members in a global manner, approved of the amount requested by Mexico and Brazil for the project:  US$324,295.00. This decision was made in order to avoid further detaining the development of the project. However, the importance of having a written proposal for the 4 years of the implementation of the project was established. 

1. Mexico and Brazil will present a general scheme that includes the starting point, the path to follow (processes, special activities and products) and the necessary resources for its execution in  four years. This general scheme will be presented in Spanish.  

2. The Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE will identify the officials in each sub region responsible for generating educational statistics in  member countries.  

3. The Technical Secretariat will translate the said document into English and will publish it in the Education Forum by Monday  May 18, 2004. 

4. From May 18th to June 9th ,   Authorities of the CIE will make pertinent comments to the said document in order to initiate a follow-up and monitoring process throughout the project implementation. 

5. During the meeting in Cancun, dedicated to the launching of the PRIE, a technical-political revision of the project submitted by Mexico and Brazil will be performed. The revision will be of the project scheme defined above in point one.  

Topics 6: The Hemispheric Projects

The Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE shall send a note to the Minister of Education of Costa Rica asking that the execution plan of the hemispheric project “School Management and Certification for the formation and Accreditation of labor Competencies in the Second Cycle of Secondary Education” adheres to the agreements reached at the coordinators meeting in Washington, D.C. on the 17th and 18th of November 2003.

The North American region agreed to share information to support Mexico in the coordination of the Hemispheric Projects.

The sub-regional representatives of the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE shall inform the sub-regional coordinators of any recommendations, current challenges and accords reached in this meeting. 

The technical secretariat shall draft an informational document about the conceptualization of the Hemispheric Projects, including a proposal about the need for more flexibility with regard to the three projects already underway. This proposal shall be considered in the Second Regular Meeting of the CIE. 
Topic 7: Support Proposals for the Hemispheric Projects 

The Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE decided to approve an amount of US$28,496 to support the project presented by Bahamas for the Caribbean Member States: “Ready to Learn: An Early Childhood Education of Quality to Prevent Scholastic Failure.” They request however, that Bahamas submit a report of the activity by August so that it may be presented in the Second Regular Meeting of the CIE. Said report should include a detailed list of expenditures as well as the activities realized and then how lessons learned from the seminar are being implemented.

The support proposals submitted to complement the hemispheric projects on teacher education and on secondary education were unable to receive funding given the agreements reached in the December meeting of the CIE Authorities and Executive Committee. 

Topic 8: Proposals of activities with associated agencies y organizations 

The Authorities of the CIE and the Executive Committee, with the purpose to optimize the resources of the Special Fund and taking into consideration the fact that these resources will not be replaced, and that its mission is not to finance projects presented by other bodies, NGOs and international organizations, hereby adopts the following minimum criteria for evaluating proposals:

That the project is endorsed and presented by one of the member states of the CIE. The project must be received via CIE representatives.

That it is under the umbrella of the Summit and Hemispheric Projects 

That it complies with the thematic areas defined by the ministers of education 

That it has confirmed counterpart support 

Funding can be provided for only a small percentage of the total cost.

Topic 9: Proposal IDB-INDES
The proposed seminar was pre-approved but is contingent on the distribution of an agenda. The Technical Secretariat commits to sending the draft agenda to all CIE member states. The Technical Secretariat shall carryout the pertinent negotiations with the INDES-IDB so that the seminar can be held on Wednesday, October 20th through Saturday, October 23rd 2004.

Topic 10: Inter-sectoral actions with other OAS Units and Inter-American Commissions
The Authorities of the CIE and the Executive Committee approve the areas of collaboration with the CIDES. The Technical Secretariat commits to maintaining CIE members informed of the activities and events of the CIDES.  

The Inter-American commission on Science and technology and the CIE shall work together to develop a proposal about the teaching of science in basic education that shall be presented in the IV Meeting of Ministers of Education. The Authorities of the CIE and the Executive Committee decided to include this topic in the Second Regular Meeting of the CIE.

The CIM shall present a report of its education activities, in writing, in the Second Regular Meeting of the CIE.

Include in the agenda of the Second Regular Meeting of the CIE opportunities for collaborative work with the other inter-American commissions, among them, COMCYT, CIDES y CIM. 

The Second Regular Meeting of the CIE shall include in its agenda those collaborative opportunities with the UPD in the promotion of democratic values and decide about the group that shall work in the drafting of a proposal for the Inter-American program in the Formation of Democratic Values for Peace and Human Rights. A preliminary reference group will be created to draft a program profile to be presented in the Second Regular Meeting of the CIE.

Topic 11: Proposal of the World Bank Institute

The Authorities of the CIE and the Executive Committee formally express their gratitude to the World Bank Institute for their invitation.

The Technical Secretariat shall present a proposal for working together in order to improve collaboration with the World Bank Institute at the Second Regular Meeting of the CIE.

 II Plenary Session of the CIE

Washington DC, October 18-19, 2004

Agreements

The Second Plenary Meeting of the Inter American Committee on Education was held at the Headquarters of the OAS in Washington D.C. on October 18-19, with the participation of twenty-two countries and presided by Mexico. 

The Inter American Committee on Education: 

A) Gives a warm welcome to Dr. Alice Abreu, Director of Education, Science and Technology and Technical Secretary of the CIE, and expresses its deep gratitude to Dr. Sofialeticia Morales former Director of the Unit for Social Development and Education and Technical Secretary, for her important contributions, both to the creation of the CIE and to the support of its activities and projects. 

B) In reference to the Hemispheric Projects on Equity and Quality, Secondary Education and Labor Competencies, and Teacher Training: 

a. Takes note of the reports of the coordinators on the advances, the challenges and state of expenditures of the Hemispheric Projects. 

b. Takes note of the financial situation of FEMCIDI presented for 2005. 

c. Requests that the Technical Secretariat continue to inform the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE on the financial situation concerning the Hemispheric Projects. 

d. Delegates to the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE, if necessary and in consultation with the Hemispheric Coordinators, the authority to make decisions on the use of reserve sub funds allocated to CIDI in accordance with RES. CP/RES. 831(1342/02) and RES. CEPCIDI/RES. 89 (LXXXIX-O/03) to complement the hemispheric projects in order to ensure their successful implementation.

C) In reference to the Summit Projects:  

a. Takes note of the reports by Brazil and Mexico on the advances of the Regional Project on Educational Indicators (PRIE) and Evaluation of Educational Quality Project.

b. Approves the re-scheduling of US$271,920.49 for the period 2004-2005. These are funds from 2003-2004 that were not executed by October 18, 2004.

c. Delegates to the Authorities and Executive Committee, if necessary and in consultation with the Coordinating Countries, the authority to make decisions on the use of reserve sub funds allocated to CIDI in accordance with RES. CP/RES. 831(1342/02) and RES. CEPCIDI/RES. 89 (LXXXIX-O/03) to support the execution of the Summit Projects.

D) In reference to the Inter-American Program on Education for Democracy, Human Rights, and Peace: 

a. Takes note of the initial draft proposal developed and presented by Colombia and Ecuador and the presentation of the study “Strengthening Democracy in the Americas through Civic Education” conducted by experts from the University of Maryland and coordinated by the Technical Secretariat.

b.  Creates an ad hoc working group on this topic, composed of interested countries, to collaborate with Colombia and Ecuador in the reformulation of the draft proposal. 

c. Requests that the Technical Secretariat act as the liaison between the delegates of the CIE, the ad hoc working group charged with developing the program, the Permanent Council of the Organization of the American States, as well as with other International Organizations working on this topic. 

d. Delegates to the Authorities and Executive Committee, in consultation with the ad hoc working group, the authority to approve the final proposal.  

E) In reference to the process of selection of projects for FEMCIDI funding: 

a.  Instructs the Technical Secretariat to prepare and circulate a report by December 1, 2004 concerning the creation of an ad hoc mechanism that will allow the CIE to review, evaluate, and select projects presented for funding from the FEMCIDI education account, before being submitted to the CENPES. 

F) In reference to the Questionnaire on Current Practices in Educational Reporting: 

a. Takes note of the presentation made by the Technical Secretariat on the initial results of the questionnaire answered by 32 countries of the hemisphere and congratulates the Technical Secretariat for its outstanding work and excellent presentation. 

b. Instructs the Technical Secretariat to disseminate the data base and the report of the results of the Questionnaire among member countries.

c. Creates a working group on Educational Reporting Practices, comprised of the three countries that participated in the initial formation of the Questionnaire (Canada, Mexico and the United States) and any other country interested in participating. The CIE selects the United States of America to be coordinator of the group.  This working group, with support of the Technical Secretariat, the PRIE, and the Project on the Evaluation of the Quality of Education will undertake the following tasks: 

i. Continue the analysis of the results of the Questionnaire on Educational Practices and consider its periodic administration. 

ii. Design and develop a workshop on educational reporting within the framework of the Education Evaluation Forum to be carried out in May 2005, in Brazil. 

iii. Design and propose activities to contribute to the technical capacity of the countries facing the greatest challenges in the production and dissemination of educational information, in coordination with the Summit Project PRIE.  

iv. Coordinate reports that the CIE or the Authorities and Executive Committee require for their presentations at the IV Meeting of the Ministers of Education, so as to inform the Ministers’ report to the Heads of State and Government for the IV Summit of the Americas in Argentina. 

v. Propose to the CIE or the Authorities and Executive Committee, other activities to respond to the mandate of the Special Summit of the Americas. 

G) Accepts the proposal to create a working group between the CIE and COMCYT in order to prepare a joint work plan in science education from the early years of education and to be presented at the IV Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI in Trinidad and Tobago. The liaison will start with the Hemispheric Project on Teacher Education.

H) Regarding the Preparation of the IV Ministerial Meeting

a. Requests that Trinidad and Tobago take note of the suggestions of the II Plenary of the CIE and develop a second draft agenda for distribution. With support of the Technical Secretariat, Trinidad and Tobago will receive comments and suggestions on the second draft agenda from member countries until December 15, 2004.  

b. Requests that Trinidad and Tobago, with the support of the Technical Secretariat, present a proposed work schedule for preparations for the IV Meeting of Ministers of Education by December 15, 2004 for feedback. 

c. Request that member countries submit comments about the Guidelines for the Draft Declaration and draft paragraph proposals for developing the declaration before March 2005.

I) On the support activities of the Technical Secretariat: 

a. Takes note of the activities carried out by the Secretariat in support of the work of the CIE. 

b. Request that the Technical Secretariat submit additional information, including information on resources available from the regular budget, budgetary arrangements for other relevant OAS commissions, and additional detail on expenditures from the $30,000 provided by the CIE to the Technical Secretariat in order to consider a new allocation of resources to support its activities in support of the CIE and in the preparatory activities for the IV Meeting of the Ministers of Education in the framework of CIDI. 

c. Delegates to the Authorities and Executive Committee the authority to make decisions on the use of reserve sub funds allocated to CIDI in accordance with RES. CP/RES. 831(1342/02) and RES. CEPCIDI/RES. 89 (LXXXIX-O/03)  to support the proposal.

d. Establishes November 15, 2004 as the deadline to present the requested budgetary and additional information to the Authorities and Executive Committee.

e. The final decision will be made by December 15, 2004. 

J) Concerning other initiatives: 

a. Creates of an ad hoc working group to discuss the link between Health, Labor, and Education and propose mechanisms for increased sector-wide collaboration. The liaison will begin with Hemispheric Project on Secondary Education and Labor Competencies.

b. Creates an ad hoc working group to discuss collaboration with the PAHO/WHO regional initiative on Health-Promoting Schools. The liaison will begin with the Hemispheric Project on Equity and Quality.   

c. Request the Technical Secretariat to report on the activities undertaken to explore the possibility of debt swaps for education.
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AGREEMENTS REACHED 

Revision and follow-up of the activities on the agreements of the II Ordinary Meeting of the CIE:                                                                        

1.
With regard to the election of the new authorities of the CIE:
The implementation proposal of the rotation process, where the first vice president would take the presidency, was received. The delegations will continue the dialogue on the transfer of authorities. The decision will be taken at the Preparatory Meeting.

2.
In reference to the education reporting commitment made by the Heads of State and Government at the Monterrey Summit:

a. The key role to be played by PRIE and the Evaluation Forum in contributing to regional progress in meeting the commitment to increasing access to, and the dissemination of, education information was highlighted.

b. Plans to organize a one-day Seminar on Exemplary Practices in the Dissemination of Education Information were announced.  The Seminar will be held in conjunction with the next PRIE and Evaluation Forum meeting, tentatively scheduled for the first week of June 2005.  The Seminar will place special emphasis on the dissemination of education information to the general public.

c. The following general guidelines for meeting the commitment to publicly disseminate a report based on the Santiago education goals before the 4th Summit were suggested:

· Countries whose Ministry of Education and/or sub-regional education authorities currently disseminate education information to the public already meet the commitment, so long as disseminated information includes data relevant to the Santiago education goals.  (Reports could include those generated by the government, or those prepared by other sources—e.g. PREAL Report Cards, etc.—but disseminated by the government.)

· Countries could choose to create and publicly disseminate a brief description of their progress toward meeting the Santiago education goals.  (The CIE working group on education reporting will provide a template by March 30.)

3.
Regarding the creation of a working group between CIE and COMCYT to develop a joint work plan:

The Secretariat will carry out a conference call of the CIE and COMCYT authorities in order to work collaboratively on the theme of developing science in basic education. The link between the Hemispheric Project on teacher development and the “Inquiry-based Science Education” will be explored.

4. 
Regarding the creation of an ad-hoc joint working group with PAHO on the initiative of Health Promoting Schools:

A meeting between the Technical Secretariat and the coordinators of the Healthy Schools Project of PAHO will be held to find areas for collaboration in this initiative. Afterwards, a follow-up conference-call with the CIE authorities will be conducted.

5. Regarding the examination of a proposal to analyze the mechanisms of debt swaps for education:

a. The Secretariat will identify the different fora that give follow-up to the Inter-agency meeting theme that will be held in preparation for the IV Ministerial.

b. Argentina will be invited to present on their experience on debt swap for education in the Preparatory Meeting. CEPAL will also be invited to present.

6. Regarding the financial request for the workshop on “Ready to Learn”:

The proposal along with background information will be distributed to the delegations for their revision and possible prompt approval.
Towards the IV Meeting of Ministers of Education of CIDI

1. Regarding the theme of the meeting:

The title and central theme “Quality Education for a Democratic and Productive Citizenry” were adopted.

2. Regarding the draft agenda of the IV Ministerial Meeting:

The suggested changes made in the draft agenda have been approved.

3. Regarding the Draft Annotated Agenda and Draft Work Schedule:

The Draft Annotated Agenda was approved with the following clarifications:

a. The first theme will consider the activities carried out by the member states in response to the mandates of the Summit and Ministerial Meetings, including Hemispheric and Summit initiatives; as well as the achievements of the CIE.

b. The second theme will consider the title “Providing Quality Education for a Democratic and Productive Citizenry” and will include the themes of Quality Education, revaluing the teaching profession, value formation and financing education.

c. The third theme. “A Shared Vision for the Future of Education: The Road to the Summit - and Beyond” is adopted as Trinidad & Tobago presented it.

Took note of the suggestions on the Work Schedule and a new version will be presented to the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE. 

4. Regarding the proposal of the Declaration and Action Plan:

Trinidad & Tobago will work on a first draft proposal on the Declaration and Action Plan in the first week of March. The proposal will be presented to the CIE Authorities and Executive Committee through the virtual tool provided by Technical Secretariat. A draft proposal including the contributions from member States shall be prepared, and distributed to all the delegations before the Preparatory Meeting of the Ministerial Meeting.

5. Regarding the site for the Preparatory Meeting for the IV Ministerial Meeting:

a. The Executive Committee agreed upon assigning the amount of $13,181 from the Sub-fund to finance the Preparatory Meeting for the IV Meeting of Ministers, to be held on May 12 – 13,  2005.

b. Took note of the offer from Trinidad and Tobago to host the Preparatory Meeting in their country.

c. Consultations will be carried out in order to determine whether the meeting will take place in Trinidad or in Washington D.C. as well as the possibility of the delegations’ participation.

6. Regarding the Civil Society and Inter-Agency meetings:   

a. The Technical Secretariat will carry out consultations on the virtual Forum with civil society organizations to prepare a document that shall be presented at the IV Meeting of Ministers of Education. The Technical Secretariat will consult the Ministries of Education concerning organizations that might be invited to take part as moderators of the Forum.

b. The preparation of an Inter-agency meeting was approved. It will be held after the Preparatory Meeting, in order to coordinate activities on common objectives.

7. Regarding the strategic alliance with PAHO to promote a sectoral cooperation between health, labor, education and the environment:

The PAHO requested CIE’s support in identifying the Vice-Minister or official of highest rank of Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, El Salvador, and Argentina that could participate in this alliance.

8. Regarding the Draft Proposal of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democracy, Human Rights, and Peace:

The delegations shall submit comments and suggestions to the Technical Secretariat on the Draft Proposal by March 9, 2005. The contributions will be forwarded the ad-hoc working group, so that they may be to be integrated into the proposal. They shall send the new version to the Authorities and Executive Committee of CIE for their final approval. 

9. Regarding the reporting to the Permanent Council on the importance of ensuring enough resources for the education area:

Canada will draft the first proposal and will circulate it among the authorities.
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