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SEVENTH MEETING OF MINISTERS OF CULTURE
OEA/Ser.K/XXVII.7

AND HIGHEST APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES  
CIDI/REMIC-VII/DEC.1/16
November 17 and18, 2016
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Asunción, Paraguay

Original: Spanish

DECLARATION OF ASUNCIÓN ON DEVELOPMENT IN THE AMERICAS: STRENGTHENING THE CIRCULATION OF CULTURAL GOODS AND SERVICES 
(Approved at the eight session, held on November 18, 2016, 
and subject to review by the style committee)

WE, THE MINISTERS OF CULTURE AND HIGHEST APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), gathered together in Asunción, Paraguay, on November 17 and 18, 2016, on the occasion of the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), 
MINDFUL of the commitments entered into by the States in the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the Plan of Action for the Decade for Persons of African Descent in the Americas, the Declaration of Port au Prince and in other regional and universal documents; as well as the commitments and initiatives of the Summit of the Americas processes; and,
RECOGNIZING that, although no single definition has been established by consensus, it is true to say that the production and circulation of cultural goods and services promotes economic activity and recognition of cultural plurality; 

WE, THE MINISTERS OF CULTURE AND HIGHEST APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES: 
1. Urge the member states to follow up on the Social Charter of the Americas and the implementation of its Plan of Action, particularly by complying with the strategic lines of actions promoting the production and circulation of cultural goods and services. 
2. Underscore the importance of member states building compliance with the goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development into their national policies and cooperation efforts, as it recognizes, among others, the contribution made by culture to sustainable development, in addition to fostering the appreciation of cultural diversity; creativity and innovation; a sustainable tourism  that creates jobs and promotes local culture and products; as well as the protection and safeguarding the cultural and natural heritage of our nations. 
3. Reaffirm the importance of implementing effective measures to prohibit and prevent the illicit import, export and transfer of ownership of cultural property, and foster the return of cultural property. 
4. Declare the importance of implementing public policies that encourage the use of, research about, development and innovation of new technologies, given the part they play in creativity and in the circulation and consumption of cultural goods and services. 
5. Further develop national policies to support micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises related to cultural and creative industries that have a vital part to play, as a sector that generates employment, especially among young people and people in vulnerable situations. 
6. Endeavor to continue national and subregional initiatives, such as satellite cultural accounts, to measure the impact of culture on economic growth and its contribution to economic, social and human development, with the support of international organizations, when appropriate. 
7. Stress the importance of aligning the work of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) with the preparation process of the Eighth Summit of the Americas. 
8. Call upon CIC to continue to support the implementation of the project “Expanding the Socio-economic Potential of Cultural Heritage in the Caribbean”. 
9. Recommend that CIC follows up on and, with the support of SEDI, provide all necessary support to the Inter-American Juridical Committee in its study of existing legal instruments relating to the protection of cultural heritage assets, which will serve as input for future discussions on this matter in the framework of resolution AG/RES.2886 (XLV-0/16). 
10. Will review the Work Plan of the CIC, which allows to establish cooperation actions in support of the original cultures, indigenous peoples, and Afro-descendants in order to contribute to the appreciation of ancestral knowledge and original cultural expressions of the Americas. 

11. We congratulate the new CIC officers, the cultural authorities of Paraguay, Barbados, Argentina, Guatemala y Jamaica, elected during this Meeting, and we urge them to continue promoting this Committee’s work. 
12. Thank the governments of Barbados and Guatemala for their offers to host the Eighth and Ninth Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities in the framework of CIDI in 2018 and 2020.

13. We thank the Government and people of Paraguay for their warm and generous hospitality, their commitment, and their contribution to the success of the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Appropriate Authorities of Culture within the framework of CIDI.  
