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GOVT TO HONOUR 
BARBADIANS WHO        
LEFT FOR PANAMA

Government is working on a tangible way to pay tribute to 
those Barbadians who emigrated to Panama and sent back money 
to help build the economy and society.

Prime Minister Freundel Stuart made that disclosure yesterday 
as he addressed members of the Barbadian diaspora in Panama at a 
town hall meeting at the Hotel RIU Plaza in Panama City.

The meeting which attracted close to 300 persons, many 
of whom were first, second and third generation Barbadian 
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A new small business development centre network has been established in 
Barbados that officials are hoping will result in a more vibrant and sustainable micro, 
small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) sector.

Led by the Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Small Business Development, the 
model, which was adopted from the United States, will run initially as a two-year 
pilot project with the aim of improving the way business is done.

Among other things, the network which will serve as a resource for people 
who are seeking to start or develop a small business, should also result in greater 
partnerships between the public and private sector and learning institutions to 
help the enterprises realize high returns on investments, increase their sales                   
and retain jobs.

Addressing the launch of the new networking opportunity at the Central Bank, 
Minister of Youth, Sport and Culture Stephen Lashley said he believed it was “a 
paradigm shift for Barbados”.

He urged those involved to ensure the delivery of more cost-effective, 
coordinated, integrated business report of services, enhanced data collection and 
greater information sharing to inform programming and policy formulation.

Lashley also called for improved customer service, better use of technology 
and strengthening, monitoring and evaluation systems to more effectively measure 
impacts, benefits and performance of SMEs.

Stating that he believed the new network would help to “radically transform” 
the SME sector, Minister of Industry, Commerce and Small Business Development 
Donville Inniss said ultimately a new business model should be developed with the 
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With an aim to boost sales among micro
and medium business enterprises (SMEs) an
encourage Barbadians to buy more local ite
Small Business Association (SBA) has reintr
a SMART Card.

Chief executive officer of the SBA Lynet
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Prime Minister Freundel Stuart chatting with 
young members of the Barbadian diaspora 
in Panama, at a town hall meeting at the        
Hotel RIU Plaza in Panama City yesterday.
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“to ensure that we build on the historic links between Panama and 
Barbados”.

In addition, he told members of the Barbadian diaspora that 
Panama Day, August 15, would be observed annually as a national 
day of celebration and reflection on the contribution of Barbadians 
to the construction of the Panama Canal.

During the town hall meeting, Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Foreign Trade Senator Maxine McClean invited Panamanians of 
Barbadian descent to participate in the celebrations for Barbados’ 
50th Anniversary of Independence. 

Senator McClean has had been selected by Stuart to chair a 
coordinating committee to oversee plans to mark Barbados’ golden 
anniversary of Independence.

These celebrations will begin on November 30 this year and 
run until November 30, 2016. 
(DP/BGIS)
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could use it to swipe and shop online.
In that regard, she said the SBA was currently 

in discussions with some commercial banks in an 
effort to establish e-commerce platforms for all 
SMEs to sell their goods and services online. This 
would also allow customers to gain points and other            
special offers.

“So phase one will be the discount card and 
phase two will be the card with the magnetic strip 
that will allow for the points to be accrued as people 
make their purchases,” she said.

Holder said it was the aim of the SBA to get 
more companies doing business online.

Stressing that small businesses were critical to the 
local economy, Holder said that by supporting them 
“it allows us to save jobs, allows small businesses 
to earn revenues, it enhances their commitment 
to providing quality goods and services and helps 
Barbados to save foreign exchange”.

The campaign, which will run until the end of this 
year, will be reviewed periodically and the necessary 
adjustments made.

As part of its quest to drive more business 
among the SME sector, Holder said the SBA was also 
in discussions with the Barbados Postal Service to 
develop a courier service across the island once the 
online platform was developed to facilitate e-trade.
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Smart Card

Minister of Commerce Donville Inniss, 
sador to Barbados Larry Palmer and 

ative from the OAS Francis McBarnette. 

Members of the audience 
at the town hall meeting 
at the Hotel RIU Plaza in 

Panama City yesterday. 


