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“Coronavirus is not some grand leveler: it is an amplifier of existing
inequalities, injustices and insecurities” Owen Jones



The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic,
declared by the World Health Organization
(WHO) on March 11, 2020, has affected 185
countries and territories.

with  the
coronavirus and 925,965 have died. In the
Americas, with the confirmation of the first case
in Haiti, on March 19, COVID-19 has reached
all countries of the region where 14,903,891
persons have contracted the virus, and 513,246
died.

, revealing the weaknesses of
public health systems, disaster emergency alert
systems, social protection systems and social
development policies. In this context and in the
most unequal region of the world, the health
emergency is also a social and economic
pandemic. This is because in the Americas
different groups in situations of vulnerability
coexist and they are subject to different levels of
discrimination and face enormous gaps in access
to economic, social, cultural and political rights.

The mission of

of the Organization
of American States is to build more inclusive
and equitable societies, promoting access to
rights, the empowerment of groups in a situation
of vulnerability, and citizen participation.
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To attend to this mission and to the “Integrated
Response of the General Secretariat of the OAS
to the COVID-19 crisis”,

equality and non-
discrimination principles. These initiatives are
designed with a rights-based approach in order
to address the serious consequences of the
pandemic.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, FORUMS AND WEBINARS

September 17, 2020

The webinar will help to make visible the
situation of women and girls with disabilities in
the exercise and protection of their rights and
their position and participation in the struggles
for gender equality and disseminate political
proposals and programs that are being
implemented in favor of women with disabilities
and their transversal inclusion in gender policies.
Follow @OEA Inclusion for event details.

September 22, 2020

The seventh roundtable aims to analyze the
impacts that the COVID-19 pandemic is having
on migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers in the
Americas and discuss the role of the media, in
the face of the challenges that these people face.
Follow @OEA Inclusion for event details.

September 23, 2020

The High Level event on the margins of the 75"
Session of the United Nations General Assembly

(UNGA) aims to increase visibility of the crisis
and the MIRPS efforts as a comprehensive
solution. Furthermore, the event will work to
mobilize the international community to broaden
the support base to the MIRPS. Follow
@OEA Inclusion for event details.

September 24, 2020

This event will raise awareness among States,
decision makers in public policies, programs and
projects, organizations and other relevant actors
in the Latin American and Caribbean region
about the importance of including a transversal,
inclusive and intersectional perspective in health
measures in relation to pandemic-type health
catastrophes such as the one we are facing today
with COVID-19, and on how these affect people
with disabilities, through the realization of a
specific discussion on the subject, of regional
scope. Follow @OEA Inclusion for event
details.

September 30, 2020

The aim of the Seventh Special Meeting of the
CEDDIS is to discuss and adopt the special
methodology for the evaluation of the first group
of national reports on the implementation of the
Inter-American Convention for the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons
with Disabilities (CIADDIS) and the Program of
Action for the Decade of the Americas for the
Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities
(PAD).


https://twitter.com/OEA_Inclusion
https://twitter.com/OEA_Inclusion
https://twitter.com/OEA_Inclusion
https://twitter.com/OEA_Inclusion
https://www.oas.org/en/sedi/ddse/pages/index-4_committee.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/sedi/ddse/pages/index-4_convention.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/sedi/ddse/pages/index-4_pda.asp

October 6-7, 2020.

The regional workshop aims to strengthen the
capacities of the Ministries of Social
Development (of the countries participating in
the Quito Process) to improve support
mechanisms aimed at promoting the social
inclusion of victims of trafficking in contexts of
high human mobility. Follow @OEA Inclusion
for event details.

October 7, 2020
October 21, 2020

The webinars will complement the Seminars of
the OAS-ORITEL Program for the Promotion of
Inclusive Education in the Americas during the
context of the health pandemic that is impacting
the region and the world during 2020, creating
spaces for virtual meetings, reflection and
analysis, not only with respect to the situation of
inclusive education during the pandemic, but
also, and above all, after it, with students with
and without disabilities, their families, teachers
and Principals in schools, and government
authorities in Education. Follow
@OEA Inclusion for event details.
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October 30, 2020

The Working Group entitled to examine the
National Reports of the Protocol of San Salvador
(WGPSS) will hold its tenth period of sessions -
virtually - where it will discuss and present
recommendations on national reports presented
by the States Parties to the Protocol of San
Salvador.


https://twitter.com/OEA_Inclusion
https://twitter.com/OEA_Inclusion
http://www.oas.org/en/sare/social-inclusion/protocol-ssv/

May 14, 2020

This webinar collected information from key
government actors, as well as multilateral and
civil society organizations, on
States’/Governments’ responses to the post-
COVID-19 world for persons with disabilities
with a rights-based approach that reduces gaps
and avoids dynamics that normalize inequalities.
Watch HERE (Spanish)

: May 29, 2020 (Spanish)
> June 9, 2020 (English)

The objective of these meetings was to
exchange ideas and proposals about this
emergency and inclusion of persons with
disabilities in the post-COVID-19 world
emphasizing good practices in inclusive policies
implemented by member states.

June 8, 2020

The Facebook Live event promoted a discussion
among its participants, specifically those that
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PAST EVENTS

are in vulnerable groups: youth with
disabilities, youth of African Descent,
Indigenous youth and LGTBQI youth, as well as
those living in poverty, among others, to learn
how they have been affected by the pandemic,
and to collect their proposals for governments
from a transversal and inclusive perspective.
Watch HERE (Spanish)

June 16, 2020

The second roundtable aimed to analyze the
impacts that the COVID-19 pandemic is having
on migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers in the
Americas and discuss current and future
responses by States, at the national and local
levels, in the face of to the challenges that these
people face, applicable in policies and practices
and that are in line with a human rights
approach. Watch Here (Spanish)

June 23, 2020

The joint event between the OAS, Rotary
International, District 7620 and Rotary Club of
Washington Global addressed the role and work
of different stakeholders in the Migrant and
Refugee Crisis. Watch HERE


https://www.facebook.com/OEAoficial/videos/2610149699089014
https://www.facebook.com/OEAoficial/videos/703610360430125
https://www.facebook.com/107130097690231/videos/1204387283243340
https://www.facebook.com/OEAoficial/videos/638920120051609

June 23, 2020

The third session aims to analyze the impacts
that the COVID-19 pandemic is having on
migrants, refugees and asylum seekers in the
Americas and discuss the role of civil society
organizations in the search for current and future
solutions to the challenges that these people
face, applicable in policies and practices and that
are in line with a human rights approach. Watch
HERE (Spanish)

June 29, 2020

The purpose of the event was to announce the
government of Spain’s assumption of the
leadership of the Support Platform for the
MIRPS -- the Comprehensive Regional
Framework for Protection and Solutions to
forced displacement in Central America and
Mexico. Press Release: HERE; Watch: HERE
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July 7, 2020

The fourth session aims to analyze the impacts
that the COVID-19 pandemic is having on
migrants, refugees and asylum seekers in the
Americas and discuss the role of academia and
think tanks in the search for current and future
solutions to the challenges these people face,
applicable in policies and practices and in line
with a human rights approach. Watch HERE
(Spanish)

July 20, 2020

The purpose of the virtual dialogue was to
address the challenges to protect and empower
consumers when they buy products online in the
context of COVID-19. The virtual dialogue,
hosted by the Committee on the Safe
Consumption and Health Network (CSHN), was
among the 20 Member States of the Network, as
well as with multilateral organizations, the
private sector, civil society and academia.


https://www.facebook.com/107130097690231/videos/614047505899752
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-042/20
https://www.facebook.com/OEAoficial/videos/282067149515143
https://www.facebook.com/107130097690231/videos/802499140280129

July 21, 2020

Analyze the impacts that the COVID-19
pandemic is having on the migrant, refugee, and
asylum-seeking communities in the Americas
and discuss their role in seeking current and
future solutions to the challenges they face,
applicable in policies and practices and that are
in line with a human rights approach. Watch
HERE.

August 13, 2020

The webinar was focused on promoting dialogue
on the recommendations and challenges for
indigenous peoples in the post-COVID-19
context in the OAS member states. The event
was organized by the OAS Department of Social
Inclusion and the Amazon Conservation Team
within the framework of the Third Inter-
American Week of Indigenous Peoples. Watch
HERE (Spanish)
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August 18, 2020

This session aimed to analyze the impacts that
the pandemic is having on migrants, refugees
and asylum seekers in the Americas and to
discuss the role of the Inter-American System,
judges and national human rights institutions in
the search for current and future solutions to the
challenges these people face, applicable in
policy and practice and in line with a human
rights approach. Watch HERE (Spanish)

August 31, 2020

DSI launched the Project on "Strengthening the
Capacities of Local Authorities in the Reception
and Integration of Migrants and Refugees in the
Americas". This project led by the OAS,
together with the 10M, PADF, UNHCR, ILO,
UNDP, UN Woman, the Canadian Research
Chair of Excellence in Migration and Integration
at Ryerson University, and the Club de Madrid
aims to strengthen the capacities of local
authorities in  the reception, assistance,
protection and socio-economic and cultural
integration of migrants, asylum seekers and
refugees in the region. Watch HERE (Spanish)


https://www.facebook.com/107130097690231/videos/3170524009661373
https://www.facebook.com/107130097690231/videos/300427131047575
https://www.facebook.com/107130097690231/videos/581197475889301
https://www.facebook.com/OEAoficial/videos/941094609722996

o INTERVIEWS AND ARTICLES

June 15, 2020. Muifioz-Pogossian,
Betilde.

. Auvailable
HERE.
June 20, 2020. Muifioz-Pogossian,
Betilde.

Available HERE.

June 29, 2020. Muifioz-Pogossian,
Betilde. .
Available in Spanish HERE.
July 15, 2020: Molina, Pamela.
interview in the Newspaper of
Education:

. Available in
Spanish HERE
July 23, 2020. Mufioz-Pogossian,
Betilde (CADE 2020).

Available in Spanish
HERE.

- July 30,

Available HERE
- September
Ainscow, Bersanelli and Molina-Toledo.

More rights
for more people

2020. Mufoz-Pogossian,

Available

- August 20, 2020: Rojas Davila, Roberto.

2020:  Calderén,

Available HERE


https://www.caracaschronicles.com/2020/06/15/how-to-fight-xenophobia-tips-from-a-venezuelan/
https://www.caracaschronicles.com/2020/06/20/giving-venezuelan-refugees-a-hand/
https://www.eltelegrafo.com.ec/noticias/punto-de-vista/1/derechos-pos-covid-19-oea?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=98a7069d8eba83edf6cbe553e6aa90e56b1d3f4f-1600179910-0-AUTQ-mZojHyXdDyQrvOgVOfs5_l4i_GZFERRGdb-hYP32ErpdKXUpE8RMVI3F4vC5Ou8eZKkS0C8INUGJuGkMl433xgCigpzdHx0RHGjrbYu_bGnTkXyQ5OdNELh1b99Dz7iQo0IcbmtK-F1hAx8PHObAxIl8QhnjTZewEqVmwrf7IN3I7Y2I1p8Y9lBUIfBNtzUDrtinK_QP9OwnqyDlQe57gLo-nz2H1ibM_uarGyrAVPhs86jghBntJ6hfYQDqYI8S_d1HLSjURf1zA3a1pATMRbIyzSorPj5Ab0x0YQBK8SWK-2daB37ClV0GwSvi0SjJ14PhsnLgo2TnBswi_jVhYtVkVC53r6Ea9lvsZO5YGAUCWr5uwEd4wduxvkS_W-urWsM0NAWuIcuvE7Busk
https://eldiariodelaeducacion.com/2020/07/15/la-discapacidad-es-una-construccion-social-e-ideologica-exactamente-igual-que-el-concepto-de-genero/
https://www.pscp.tv/w/1kvKpelAAQLGE
https://www.caracaschronicles.com/2020/07/30/the-sordid-tale-of-returned-venezuelan-migrants/
https://dialogoderechoshumanos.com/agenda-estado-de-derecho/pueblos-indigenas-y-afrodescendientes-ante-creciente-racismo-estructural-en-tiempos-de-covid-19
https://rdcu.be/b7cZ5
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- FEATURED RESOURCE & SOCIAL MEDIA

Secretariat for Access to Rights and Equity of
the OAS. “Practical Guide to Inclusive and
Rights-Based Responses to COVID-19 in the
Americas”.

The objective of the guide is to support member
States in their efforts to respond to the pandemic
by offering tools to decision-makers that take
into account the specific needs of groups in
situations of vulnerability.

The guide is available in English HERE.

PRACTICAL
GUIDE -
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Followers

FOLLOW OUR WORK:

Website: SARE
Twitter: OAS Inclusion
Facebook: OEAInclusion

Email: sadye@oas.org


http://www.oas.org/es/sadye/publicaciones/GUIDE_ENG.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/sare/default.asp
https://twitter.com/OAS_Inclusion
https://www.facebook.com/OEAInclusion
mailto:sadye@oas.org

Launching of the “Post COVID-
19: OAS Portal for Consultations,

Forums, and Repository”

The objective of the Portal is to be a
participatory and democratic space where
everyone has the opportunity to express their
ideas on how we can shape the post-COVID-19
world so that more people access more rights
beyond the pandemic.

Participants can propose ideas and initiatives
that may later become real projects to be
implemented with a priority objective: to
guarantee more rights for all people, beyond the
pandemic.

For more information click HERE.
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0 REPOSITORY OF POLICIES AND INITIATIVES IN RESPONSE
TO THE COVID-19 CRISIS

ECONOMIC COMISSION FOR
LATIN AMERICA AND THE
CARIBBEAN (ECLAC): COVID-19
Observatory in Latin America and
the Caribbean.

WORLD BANK (WB): World Bank
Group’s Operational Response to
COVID-19 (coronavirus) — Projects
List.

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY
FUND (IMF): Policy Responses to
COVID-19.

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR
ORGANIZATION (ILO): Country
policy responses.

ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC
CO-OPERATION AND
DEVELOPMENT (OECD): OPSI
COVID-19 Innovative Response
Tracker.

CITIBANK: COVID-19 Pandemic.

UNITED NATIONS (UN): COVID-
19: Bachelet urges States to take extra
steps to include people with
disabilities.



https://www.oas.org/ext/en/main/covid-19/Home
https://www.oas.org/ext/en/main/covid-19/home
https://www.cepal.org/en/topics/covid-19
https://www.cepal.org/en/topics/covid-19
https://www.cepal.org/en/topics/covid-19
https://www.worldbank.org/en/about/what-we-do/brief/world-bank-group-operational-response-covid-19-coronavirus-projects-list
https://www.worldbank.org/en/about/what-we-do/brief/world-bank-group-operational-response-covid-19-coronavirus-projects-list
https://www.worldbank.org/en/about/what-we-do/brief/world-bank-group-operational-response-covid-19-coronavirus-projects-list
https://www.worldbank.org/en/about/what-we-do/brief/world-bank-group-operational-response-covid-19-coronavirus-projects-list
https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/Policy-Responses-to-COVID-19
https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/Policy-Responses-to-COVID-19
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coronavirus/country-responses/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coronavirus/country-responses/lang--en/index.htm
https://oecd-opsi.org/covid-response/
https://oecd-opsi.org/covid-response/
https://oecd-opsi.org/covid-response/
https://www.citivelocity.com/citigps/category/covid-19/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25847&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25847&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25847&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25847&LangID=E
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