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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The convention of Belém do Pará is of paramount importance to women across the globe. Of equal importance is the effective implementation of the convention within the countries that are parties to it. As such periodical evaluations of the conventions implementation are warranted and must be conducted by all parties to ensure the issue is addressed at the global scale. In this regard Dominica is willing to play its role in the ongoing evaluation of the conventions implementation. 

This is a preliminary report on St. Lucia’s questionnaire and it discusses the progress, obstacles and setbacks that they endured over the past few years in implementing the convention. In addition it presents recommendations for the effective implementation of the convention in St. Lucia and the region by extension. 
INTRODUCTION


A member of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and the Commonwealth, St. Lucia is a parliamentary democracy.  The country has a total area of 238 square miles and a population of 160,000 inhabitants. The languages spoken in the country are English and Creole languages. The Head of State is Queen Elizabeth of England, represented by a governor general with an executive branch led by the Prime Minister. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PROGRESS MADE BY SAINT LUCIA IN IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BELÉM DO PARÁ CONVENTION
· Several pieces of legislation have been enacted thus far in St. Lucia in keeping with the implementation of the convention. The specific orders provided in these acts address critical areas in the prevention of domestic violence and ensure that employers as well as persons in positions of authority do not discriminate against women.
· The establishment of the Family Court is a milestone in implementing the convention. This will encourage women to come forth and report incidences of violence and discrimination since the fear of victimization is eliminated.
· The Development of the National Strategy for the prevention punishment and eradication of violence against women is proof of the resolve on the part of the St. Lucian government in fulfilling its obligations to the Belém do Pará convention. The major components of the strategy are in tandem with the regional approach to addressing the issue of violence and discrimination against women.

· A significant amount of progress has been made in the area of public awareness. The programs mentioned in the questionnaire demonstrate that all available mass media technologies are being incorporated into the national public awareness campaign.  
SUMMARY OF OBSTACLES AND SETBACKS FACED
· An absence of laws specific to trafficking in persons and forced prostitution is a major obstacle to success in the implementation of the convention. These problems are already present within our Caribbean societies and with the emergence of the CSME their potential impact is even more threatening to health and security in the region. Hence it is imperative that this area be revisited and necessary legislation adopted.
· The lack of provisions for compensation of women who are victims of violence can deter women from reporting incidents of violence against them as they feel there is nothing to gain from doing so.
· One of the obstacles to the effective implementation of the National Strategy for the prevention punishment and eradication of violence against women is a lack of civil representation in its implementation and evaluation. By engaging these sectors more actively the workload is decentralized and persons can take ownership of the strategy. This will increase the sustainability of the strategy. Agencies such as those mentioned in section II; question 1.1 are good examples of such. 
· The fact that no penalties are in place for Public officials who fail to enforce laws against violence is cause for concern. This prevents women who suffer from sexual harassment and discrimination at public offices from obtaining real justice. It may serve as a loophole to other established legislations, which bring offenders to justice. 
· Limitations in data collection are a factor that will affect the success of any program developed to curtail violence against women. Data is needed to make sound decisions on gender policy. More over it helps experts and stakeholders to monitor trends/behavioral changes within the society and respond to such changes. The establishment of timely and efficient data collection systems is an area that most Caribbean nations need to place greater emphasis on. 
· The absence of periodical reviews and formal evaluation means that the successes or failures of the strategy will not be properly documented, to the detriment of the strategy.
RECOMMENDATIONS 

· Those members of the civil society are appointed to serve on the committee/management team charged with the implementation and evaluation of the National Strategy for the prevention punishment and eradication of violence against women.

· That set periods of review and evaluation be established. 

· Those meetings between experts and legislatures are regularized. 

· That schedules with objectives to be met in the areas of prevention, punishment and eradication of femicide be developed and incorporated into the National Strategy for the prevention punishment and eradication of violence against women.

· That more specific budget lines be developed under the national budget to facilitate the implementation of programs specific to violence and discrimination against women. 

· Those systems for the collection and analysis of statistics regarding violence against women are established and these statistics be disseminated to the general public as necessary.

CONCLUSIONS

· The questionnaire was well developed and captured critical information on the status of implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention in Saint Lucia. Upon reviewing the questionnaire I was able to identify similarities in the limitations experienced by Saint Lucia in implementing the convention particularly in the areas of National Budgetary support and effective data collection. 

· It also raised some concerns for us as a region, on the point of human trafficking and forced prostitution. These are issues that can adversely affect the CSME and health within the region. 

· The establishment of a family court can be identified as a best practice that Dominica may choose to emulate in implementing the convention. The several benefits of such a court were visible in the questionnaire.

· Most importantly one can deduce that a solid legal framework is just one of the pillars that must be erected to stop violence against women. The civil society and NGOs must form part of the structures that develop policy and implement strategies to end violence against women. Ultimately governments must demonstrate their will to source and allocate the resources needed to implement these strategies.
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