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GROUP I was made up of Experts Sheila Roseau (Antigua and Barbuda), Dilia Lemaire (Haiti), and Barbara Bailey (Jamaica).   Barbara Bailey was chosen as Coordinator and Rapporteur of the Working Group.

The group reviewed the revised version of the Preliminary Reports presented by the Experts from the Caribbean Region.  Ten countries of the Region, namely, Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Belice, Dominica, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, Suriname and Trinidad y Tobago, submitted questionnaires.  The corresponding national reports were evaluated by the following experts. 
Antigua and Barbuda
Lesley Gweneth Ann Walcott
(Barbados)

Barbados
Yasmin Solitahe Odlum
(Saint Lucia)

Belize
Dilia Lemaire
(Haiti)

Dominica
Jeffrey Khalil Joemmanbanks
(Suriname)

Guyana
Barbara Bailey
(Jamaica)

Haiti
Anita Zetina
(Belize)

Jamaica
Miriam Roach
(Saint Vincent and the Grenadines)

Saint Lucia
Gloria Shillingford
(Dominica)

Suriname
Sandra Dean Patterson
(Bahamas)
Trinidad and Tobago
Sheila Roseau
(Antigua and Barbuda)

The Preliminary Reports of Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, and Guyana were approved without reservations.
The following Preliminary Reports were tentatively approved, with recommendations to the responsible expert:

Belize:  Reorganize the information according to the guidelines, do further analysis and add the executive summary.
Dominica:  Add conclusions and general and specific recommendations and condense background note on Dominica.

Guyana:  Move the executive Summary to the beginning of the document, as per the guidelines.

Haiti:  Include obstacles and recommendations in each chapter.
Suriname:  Add recommendations under each section.  Other sources should be used to corroborate and complete information.  

Trinidad and Tobago:  Restructure to include obstacles and recommendations under each chapter.  Add Executive Summary.
The following Preliminary Report was not approved and will be sent back to the expert for modification:
Saint Lucia:  Restructure the report according to the guidelines so as to address the four areas of the questionnaire. Each chapter should include progress, obstacles and recommendations. An executive summary should be added.  Other sources should be used to complete the information.
It was agreed that one report should be excluded from this group:

Jamaica:  The group considered that Jamaica should be excluded from this multilateral evaluation round. As mentioned by the Expert, the recent ratification of the Convention impeded Jamaica’s ability to adequately report at this juncture on its implementation.  The Jamaican NCA has commited to comply to fully answer the questionnaire at the next evaluation round. However general recommendations form the Committee of Experts will still be shared with Jamaica. 

The following recommendations were made to improve the quality of the evaluation reports in general:
1. Reports should adhere to the format supplied by the Secretariat of the MESECVI, which reflects the priority areas covered by the Questionnaire.

2. They should not be limited to the information provided in the questionnaire, but should use other sources as needed for evaluation.

3. In writing the report, the experts should take into account the wide range of offenses mentioned in Article 2 of the Convention and not just domestic violence.

4. The experts and the Technical Secretariat should ensure wide dissemination of information about the Mechanism among NGOs to give them the opportunity to present shadow reports which could then inform the evaluation report.
5. The Expert’s name should not be on the report to prevent personalization and to acknowledge the fact that it was reviewed by a group with diverse experience and expertise. This gives more credibility to the commentaries.
The following recommendation is meant to improve the quality of the CNA’s response to the questionnaires: 

1. The States should ensure that the questionnaire is responded by a multidisciplinary team, so as to have more complete and accurate information.

2. The group is aware of the fact that in some of the countries the information requested in the questionnaires in not available or is not routinely collected.  A protocol exists for the subregion on basic information that should be routinely collected.  A capacity building subregional workshop should be organized to assist countries in implementing the protocol and thereby improve the quality of available data.
3. The questionnaire for the second round of multilateral evaluation should include cultural, social and health issues related to violence. 

Whenever possible, the CIM should be willing to leverage access to financial/technical support to ensure implementation of these recommendations

Finally, countries that have not appointed experts and/or CNAs must be encouraged to do so by October 2007.  
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