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This report details the activities carried out by the Coordinator and Technical Secretariat of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) since the first meeting of the CEVI was held in August 2005. It also contains information of interest on the activities of the MESECVI Secretariat. 

MESECVI Secretariat


On February 1, 2006, the Government of Mexico made an additional contribution to MESECVI by assigning Flor de Lis Vásquez, an officer of the Mexican Foreign Service, to support the CIM in its efforts in implementing the Mechanism, directly attaching her to the MESECVI Secretariat. This valuable contribution has enabled the CIM to carry out more effectively the important tasks conferred on it as the Secretariat of the Mechanism by the states parties of the Convention. 


The 2005 OAS General Assembly approved resolution AG/RES. 2138 (XXXV-O/05), welcoming the adoption of the Mechanism and asking that a report be given to its next regular session regarding its launch. In compliance with that mandate, the Technical Secretariat of the Mechanism prepared and placed before the Permanent Council its report on activities carried out between March 2005 and February 2006. That report has been distributed at this meeting of CEVI as document CP/doc.4104 rev.1. The Executive Secretary of the CIM submitted the report to the Permanent Council on April 26, 2006, on which occasion the resolution that has also been distributed to the experts was also reviewed and adopted. 

Coordinator and Secretariat of CEVI


In general terms, the Coordinator and the Secretariat, in addition to carrying out the tasks detailed below, remained in permanent contact with experts, national authorities, permanent missions to the OAS, and civil society bodies. It was necessary to respond to their consultations, work with all of them, remind them of deadlines and requests for documents, and facilitate the ordered and efficient performance of the work within the timeframe agreed on by CEVI. 


First of all, on September 13, 2005, the Secretariat asked all the states parties to appoint their Competent National Authorities (CNAs) to serve as liaison with the MESECVI Secretariat, explaining that the CNAs would receive the questionnaire and other information sent by the Committee and would in turn be responsible for furnishing the information requested by the Committee as an input for its evaluation efforts.


Once the appointments were made, on November 7, 2005, the questionnaires were sent to the countries’ Competent National Authorities, giving them until January 16, 2006, to return them to the MESECVI Secretariat. 


The Coordinator of CEVI was invited to attend the meeting of the CIM Executive Committee held in December 2005, at which she was asked to consult with the Committee of Experts regarding the possibility of extending for one month the deadline for submitting questionnaire replies. 


So, on December 12, 2005, the Secretariat sent all the experts a letter from the Coordinator, along with a proposal for setting up the working subgroups. After receiving the experts’ approval, on January 4, 2006, the Secretariat informed the states parties’ CNAs about the CEVI’s decision to postpone, until February 15, 2006, the deadline for submitting the questionnaire responses. 


Given the low number of questionnaire replies received from the CNAs at the deadline, the Secretariat sent them a reminder on February 23, 2006, urging them to send their contributions as promptly as possible. 


By March 13, 2006, the MESECVI Secretariat had received 14 questionnaire responses from the states parties, of which only one (1) came from the Caribbean subregion; the CEVI Secretariat met on that date with the Caucus of Ambassadors of the Caribbean States, encouraging them to collaborate with the MESECVI and urging their governments to appoint their experts and their CNAs. The governments that had made such appointments were asked to expedite their submission of questionnaire responses, in order to ensure the Caribbean’s full participation in the Mechanism. On that occasion the Secretariat distributed a chart detailing progress with the MESECVI. 


On March 14, the Coordinator of CEVI, through the Secretariat, again sent the CNAs a second reminder to those countries that had not returned their questionnaire responses. 


On the same date the Committee of Experts was sent an updated chart with information on the replies received by the Secretariat and a copy of the letter sent to the CNAs (see Annex 1). 


Nevertheless, on April 7, two letters were sent on behalf of the Coordinator of CEVI, Ms. Leila Barsted, to the Foreign Ministers and Competent National Authorities of the Caribbean nations that still had not complied with one of the MESECVI commitments: (1) appointing a Competent National Authority, (2) selecting an independent expert, and/or (3) submitting the response to the questionnaire. They were also sent a chart indicating progress with the implementation of the Mechanism. 


On May 2 the experts who had no yet submitted their preliminary reports were sent a notice from the Coordinator of CEVI, Ms. Leila Barsted, pointing out that the deadline had passed and urging them to send their contributions as promptly as possible. 


On June 13, 2006, on behalf of Leila Barsted, CEVI Coordinator, the invitation and agenda for the Second Meeting of Experts of CEVI, to be held on July 24 and 25, were sent out. Copies were also sent to the permanent missions, asking them to share the information with the Competent National Authorities and with their Principal Delegates to the CIM, in compliance with Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure. 


Finally, on June 26, a note signed by the Executive Secretary of the CIM and the Coordinator of CEVI was sent to all the countries that had not yet appointed their experts and/or Competent National Authority and/or had not yet returned their responses to the questionnaire. 


To date, the Secretariat has received 22 questionnaire replies from states parties; these were forwarded to the experts for them to prepare the draft preliminary reports, 20 of which have been received to date. 

ANNEX I

ESTADO DE DESIGNACIÓN DE EXPERTAS, AUTORIDAD NACIONAL COMPETENTE (ANC) Y RESPUESTAS A LOS CUESTIONARIOS.

STATUS OF APPOINTMENT OF EXPERTS, COMPETENT NATIONAL AUTHORITIES (CNA) AND RESPONSES TO THE QUESTIONNAIRES.

	País / Country
	Expertas / Experts
	ANC / CNA
	Respuesta / Responses
	Informe Preliminar / Preliminary Report

	1. Antigua and Barbuda 
	
	NO
	
	

	2. Argentina
	
	
	X
	X

	3. Bahamas
	
	
	
	

	4. Barbados
	NO
	
	X
	X

	5. Belize 
	
	
	X
	X

	6. Bolivia 
	
	
	X
	X

	7. Brazil
	
	
	X
	X

	8. Chile 
	
	
	X
	X

	9. Colombia
	
	
	X
	X

	10. Costa Rica 
	
	
	X
	X

	11. Dominica
	
	
	
	

	12. Ecuador
	
	
	X
	X

	13. El Salvador 
	
	
	X
	X

	14. Grenada
	NO
	NO
	
	

	15. Guyana
	NO
	
	
	

	16. Guatemala
	
	
	X
	X

	17. Haiti
	
	
	X
	

	18. Honduras
	
	
	X
	X

	19. Jamaica
	
	
	
	

	20. Mexico 
	
	
	X
	X

	21. Nicaragua 
	
	
	X
	X

	22. Panama 
	
	
	X
	X

	23. Paraguay 
	
	
	X
	X

	24. Peru 
	
	
	X
	X

	25. Dominican Republic 
	
	
	X
	X

	26. St. Kitts and Nevis
	NO
	NO
	
	

	27. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	
	NO
	
	

	28. Saint Lucia
	
	
	
	

	29. Suriname
	
	NO
	X
	

	30. Trinidad and Tobago
	NO
	
	
	

	31. Uruguay
	
	
	X
	X

	32. Venezuela
	
	
	X
	X

	
Total
	27
	27
	22
	20
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