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	Composition & Organization
	Article 2.  Composition of the Committee
The Committee shall comprise one representative and two alternates appointed by each state party to the Convention for a period of four years with no possibility of reelection. The members shall serve in their personal capacity, perform their functions autonomously, and be technically well-versed and experienced in the various issues addressed in the Convention, among others, expertise on human, disability issues and public policy.

In the absence of the principal representative, alternates shall have the same prerogatives.
The States Parties shall promote in the appointment of their representatives, primarily, the participation of people with disabilities, pursuant to Article V of the Convention, and their families.
The states parties shall provide the OAS General Secretariat with the names and personal data of their representatives, such as their postal and e-mail addresses and their telephone and fax numbers, as soon as they have been appointed.  Each state party shall notify the OAS General Secretariat immediately of any change in the appointment of its representative on the Committee.

Article 4.  Officers of the Committee

The Committee shall elect a chair and two vice chairs from among its members, taking into account the principles of gender equity and equitable geographic representation. The chair and the vice chairs shall serve for a two-year term and may not be reelected for an additional term. If the chair is temporarily absent or prevented from serving, his or her place shall be taken by the first vice chair.  If the chair and/or vice chairs are permanently absent or prevented from serving, the Committee shall elect new officers, as the case may be, to occupy those posts.
	Article 1. Nature and composition
1. The Inter‐American Commission on Human Rights is an autonomous organ of the

Organization of American States whose principal functions are to promote the observance and defense of human rights and to serve as an advisory body to the Organization in this area.   

2. The Commission represents all the Member States of the Organization.

3. The Commission is composed of seven members elected in their individual capacity by the General Assembly of the Organization.  They shall be persons of high moral character and recognized competence in the field of human rights.
Article 6.  Composition and functions
The Commission shall have as its board of officers a President, a First Vice‐President and a

Second Vice‐President, who shall perform the functions set forth in these Rules of Procedure. 

	1. COMPOSITION OF THE WORKING GROUP

The Working Group to Examine the Progress Reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador shall be composed of: 

a. Three government experts elected by the states parties during the session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) from a list of candidates nominated by the states parties, taking into account equitable geographic distribution and rotation.  Additionally, an alternate government expert.

b. One independent expert, who shall be a highly qualified professional with recognized experience in the field, appointed during the OAS General Assembly session by the Secretary General of the Organization from among a list of candidates nominated by the states parties, each country being restricted to one candidate.  The candidates shall be academics, members of civil society organizations of the respective country, or members of civil society organizations registered with the OAS; at the time of selection, they may not hold government posts or serve in any branch of government. Additionally, an alternate independent expert.

c. One member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).  In addition, one alternate member.



	Functions of the Committee
	Article 5. Functions of the Chair
The chair shall have the following functions:

a. To open and close plenary sessions and to direct debates;

b. To submit to the Committee, for its consideration, a draft work schedule and a draft agenda for the Committee’s meetings, together with the procedure for best addressing them and any other matter deemed relevant; 

c. To coordinate Committee-related activities with the Vice-Chairpersons and the General Secretariat; 

d. To represent the Committee before OAS organs, agencies, and entities, as well as other institutions and organizations;

e. To submit to the Committee, for its consideration, proposals regarding the composition of any working groups established and the tasks to be assigned to them; and

f. Any other functions assigned by the Committee.


	Article 10.  Powers of the President
1. The powers of the President shall be:

a. to represent the Commission before the other organs of the Organization and other institutions;

b. to convoke sessions of the Commission in accordance with the Statute and these Rules of Procedure;

c. to preside over sessions of the Commission and submit to it for consideration all matters appearing on the agenda of the work program approved for the corresponding session; to decide the points of order raised during the deliberations; and to submit matters to a vote in accordance with the applicable provisions of these Rules of Procedure;

d. to give the floor to the members in the order in which they have requested it;

e. to promote the work of the Commission and oversee compliance with its program‐budget;   

f. to present a written report to the Commission at the beginning of its period of sessions on what he or she has done during its recesses to carry out the functions assigned to him or her by the Statute and these Rules of Procedure;   

g. to seek compliance with the decisions of the Commission;   

h. to attend the meetings of the General Assembly of the OAS and other activities related to the promotion and protection of human rights;

i. to travel to the headquarters of the Commission and remain there for as long as he or she considers necessary to carry out his or her functions;   

j. to designate special committees, ad hoc committees and subcommittees composed of several members to carry out any mandate within his or her area of competence; and 
k. to perform any other functions that may be conferred upon him or her in these Rules of Procedure or other tasks entrusted to him or her by the Commission.  

2. The President may delegate to one of the Vice‐Presidents or to another member of the Commission the powers specified in paragraphs a, h and k.
	

	Functions of the Experts
	
	
	2. GENERAL RULES

a. Both the government experts and the independent expert shall serve for a three-year term, with the exception of the first term, in which, for the sake of continuity, one of the elected government experts shall be drawn by lot to serve a two-year term, along with the independent expert.  In no case may experts be reelected.

	Financing
	Article 12.  Financing

States parties shall finance the participation of their representatives to the Committee.  In addition, a specific fund shall be created to ensure the participation of representatives of countries that, due to special circumstances, cannot finance their participation or the Committee’s activities.  Said fund shall be administered by the OAS General Secretariat.


Article I – PURPOSE

1.1. The purpose of the Specific Fund for the "Committee for the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disability " (hereafter the Fund) shall be "to supplement financing for the activities of the Committee and its Technical Secretariat and to allow for the participation of representatives appointed by those states parties that, owing to special circumstances, cannot finance such participation.,” as provided for in resolution AG/RES. 2263 (XXXVII-O/07).

1.2. The activities of the Committee are understood to be those undertaken for the purpose of meetings or gatherings of all its members, as set forth in the Rules of Procedure of the Committee. Financing for the Technical Secretariat shall be for support activities of the Committee to perform its functions, in accordance with Article VI, paragraph 7, of the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disability (hereafter the Convention) and Articles 6 and 7 of the Committee’s Rules of Procedure.

1.3. Contributions to the Fund do not prevent other voluntary contributions to underwrite activities that are underway or other activities of the Committee and its Technical Secretariat.

Article 2 – RESOURCES

1. The Fund will be made up of voluntary contributions by member states, permanent observer states to the OAS and other member states of the United Nations as well as the public or private, national or international persons or institutions that may wish to finance activities identified in Article I. Contributors to the Fund may specify, expressly or in writing, the purpose of their contributions.
	Article 57.  Other Applicable Standards
Without prejudice to the provisions in the preceding article, any on‐site observation agreed upon by the Commission shall be carried out in accordance with the following standards:  
 k) the expenses incurred by the Special Commission, each of its members and the staff of the Executive Secretariat shall be borne by the OAS, subject to the pertinent provisions.
	Article 1 – PURPOSE


1.1. The purpose of the Fund for the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador (hereinafter “the Fund”) shall be to “supplement financing for the activities of the Working Group and its Technical Secretariat, and in accordance with article 74 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat,” pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2430 (XXXVIII-O/08).

1.2. The activities of the Working Group shall be construed as those who purpose is to analyze the progress reports on economic, social, and cultural rights enshrined in the Protocol of San Salvador, including the meetings of the members of the Working Group established in the General Rules governing the Composition and Functioning of the Working Group. For its part, financing of the Technical Secretariat shall serve for activities in support of the Working Group.

1.3. Contributions to the Fund shall not preclude other voluntary contributions to finance existing or new activities of the Working Group and its Technical Secretariat.

Article 2 – RESOURCES


2.1. The Fund shall consist of voluntary contributions by States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador, OAS member states, OAS permanent observer states, and other member states of the United Nations as well as public or private, national or international individuals or entities that wish to finance the object referred to in Article 1.

	Quorum
	Article 14. Quorum
One half plus one of the representatives of the states parties on the Committee shall constitute a quorum for meetings.


	Article 16.  Quorum for Sessions
The presence of an absolute majority of the members of the Commission shall be necessary to constitute a quorum 
Article 18. Special Quorum to take Decisions
1. The Commission shall decide the following matters by an absolute majority vote of its members:

a. election of the board of officers of the Commission;   

b. interpretation of the application of these Rules of Procedure;

c.  adoption of a report on the situation of human rights in a specific State; and

d. for matters where such a majority is required under the provisions of the American Convention, the Statute or these Rules of Procedure.

2. In respect of other matters, the vote of the majority of the members present shall be sufficient.


	

	Conflict of interest
	
	Article 4.  Article 4.  Incompatibility

1. The position of member of the Inter‐American Commission on Human Rights is incompatible with the exercise of activities which could affect the independence or impartiality of the member, or the dignity or prestige of the office. Upon taking office, members shall undertake not to represent victims or their relatives, or States, in precautionary measures, petitions and individual cases before the IACHR for a period of two years, counted from the date of the end of their term as members of the Commission. 
2. The Commission, with the affirmative vote of at least five of its members, shall decide whether a situation of incompatibility exists.   

3. The Commission, prior to taking a decision, shall hear the member whose activities are claimed to be incompatible.   

4. The decision with respect to the incompatibility, together with all the background

information, shall be sent to the General Assembly, through the Secretary General of the

Organization, for the purposes set forth in Article 8.3 of the Commission's Statute.  
  
Article 11. 

4. Prior to and during their period of appointment, the Executive Secretary and Assistant Executive Secretary shall disclose to the Commission any interest which may be considered to be in conflict with the exercise of his or her functions.   

Article 54.  Disqualification

A member of the Commission who is a national of or who resides in the territory of the State, in which the on‐site observation is to be conducted, shall be disqualified from participating in it.    
	2. GENERAL RULES
c.    No national of the state party whose report is to be examined may participate in the review.


	Information analysis and elaboration of reports
	 Article 17.  First Report of the States Parties to the Committee

At its first meeting, the Committee will examine and analyze reports that have been submitted on time to the Secretary General by the states that are parties to the Convention at that time.

States that become parties to the Convention after the first meeting of the Committee shall submit their first report to the Secretary General within one year of their becoming parties to the Convention.  Said report shall be analyzed as soon as the Committee meets again.

Thereafter, each state party shall submit reports in such a way that they can be examined and analyzed by the Committee every four years.

Article 18.  Presentation of Reports to the Committee

States parties shall submit their respective reports to the Committee Secretariat, via the permanent missions, at least one month prior to the Committee’s next meeting.  In accordance with Article VI, paragraph 4, of the Convention, said reports shall include any measures adopted by the states parties pursuant to this Convention and any progress made by them in eliminating all forms of discrimination against persons with disabilities.  The reports also are to indicate any circumstances or difficulties affecting the degree of fulfillment of the obligations arising from the Convention, as well as the opinion of persons with disabilities and their families.

Article 19.  Format of the Reports to the Committee

The reports of the states parties shall follow the guidelines for the presentation of reports referred to in Article 3 of these Rules of Procedure.

In those reports, states parties may express needs for technical or other forms of assistance in connection with inadequate national capacity or additional necessary national capacity to meet the commitments assumed under the Convention.

Article 20.  Reports of the Committee
Reports prepared by the Committee on the basis of its review of progress made in implementing the Convention, of the discussion by states parties of their experiences, and of the consideration and analysis of reports presented by states parties shall reflect the deliberations and include, inter alia, information on any measures adopted by the states parties pursuant to this Convention, on any progress they have made in eliminating all forms of discrimination against persons with disabilities, and on any circumstances or difficulties they have encountered in the implementation of the Convention.

Such reports shall also include the Committee's conclusions, observations, and general suggestions for the gradual fulfillment of the Convention.

Said reports shall be remitted by the Committee chair to the OAS General Assembly, for its information, at the next regular session of the Assembly.

Article 21.  Failure to Present Reports to the Committee
When a state party is at least four months behind schedule in submitting its report, the Committee may notify it of that fact.  If the state party responds by presenting the report, the provisions of Article 18 shall be applied.  If it does not respond within three months following such notice, the Committee shall indicate such noncompliance in its report to the General Assembly.


	Article 58.  Preparation of Reports

The Commission shall submit an annual report to the General Assembly of the OAS. In addition, the Commission shall prepare the studies and reports it deems advisable for the performance of its functions and shall publish them as it sees fit.  Once their publication is approved, the Commission shall transmit them, through the General Secretariat, to the Member States of the OAS and its pertinent organs. 
Article 59.  Annual Report

1. The Annual Report presented by the Commission to the General Assembly of the OAS shall include the following:

a. An analysis of the human rights situation in the hemisphere, along with recommendations to the States and organs of the OAS as to the measures

   necessary to strengthen respect for human rights;

b. a brief account of the origin, legal bases, structure and purposes of the Commission, as well as the status of ratifications of the American Convention and all other applicable instruments;     
a summary of the mandates and recommendations conferred upon the Commission by the General Assembly and the other competent organs, and of

the status of implementation of such mandates and recommendations;    

d. a list of the periods of sessions held during the time period covered by the report and of other activities carried out by the Commission to achieve its purposes, objectives and mandates;    

e. a summary of the activities of the Commission carried out in cooperation with other organs of the OAS and with regional or universal organs of the same type, and the results achieved;    

f. the reports on individual petitions and cases whose publication has been approved by the Commission, as well as a list of the precautionary measures

granted and extended, and of its activities before the Inter‐American Court;

g. a statement on the progress made in attaining the objectives set forth in the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, the American Convention on Human Rights and all other applicable instruments;

h. any general or special report the Commission considers necessary with regard to the situation of human rights in Member States, and, as the case may be, follow‐up reports noting the progress achieved and the difficulties that have existed with

respect to the effective observance of human rights; and

i. any other information, observation or recommendation that the Commission considers advisable to submit to the General Assembly, as well as any new activity or project that implies additional expenditures.
2. For the preparation and adoption of the reports provided for in paragraph 1.h of this article, the Commission shall gather information from all the sources it deems necessary for the protection of human rights. Prior to its publication in the Annual Report, the Commission shall provide a copy of said report to the respective State. That State may send the Commission the views it deems pertinent within a maximum time period of one month from the date of transmission.  The contents of the report and the decision to publish it shall be within the exclusive discretion of the Commission. 
Article 60.  Report on Human Rights in a State

The preparation of a general or special report on the status of human rights in a specific State shall be done according to the following rules:

a. after the draft report has been approved by the Commission, it shall be transmitted to the government of the Member State in question so that it may make any observations it deems pertinent;

b. the Commission shall indicate to that State the deadline within which it must present its observations;    

c. once the Commission has received the observations from the State, it shall study them and, in light thereof, may maintain or modify its report and decide how it is to be published;    

d. if no observation has been submitted by the State as of the expiration of the deadline, the Commission shall publish the report in the manner it deems appropriate;

e. after its publication, the Commission shall transmit it through the General Secretariat to the Member States and General Assembly of the OAS. 
	2. GENERAL RULES 
d. To carry out its mandate, the Working Group may meet for five days every six months at OAS headquarters.  When the Group is not in session, it shall conduct its work by electronic or other means.
e. The states parties’ reports and the Working Group’s analysis shall be submitted to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), as provided in Article 19 of the Protocol of San Salvador.  Each year, the Working Group shall present a report to CIDI for presentation to the OAS General Assembly, with a copy to the Permanent Council, transmitted through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP).


	FOLLOW-UP

	Article 22.  Follow-up
Follow-up to the Committee’s general suggestions for the gradual fulfillment of the Convention, contained in its report, shall be conducted at the Committee’s next meeting.  In their subsequent reports, the state parties shall include information on the ways in which they have acted on the Committee’s suggestions.  The countries may indicate any technical or other assistance they require in order to implement said suggestions.
	Article 48.  Follow‐Up

1. Once the Commission has published a report on a friendly settlement or on the merits in which it has made recommendations, it may adopt the follow‐up measures it deems appropriate, such as requesting information from the parties and holding hearings in order to verify compliance with friendly settlement agreements and its recommendations.  

2. The Commission shall report on progress in complying with those agreements and recommendations as it deems appropriate.
	

	On-site Observation
	
	Article 39.  On‐site Investigation

1. If it deems it necessary and advisable, the Commission may carry out an on‐site investigation, for the effective conduct of which it shall request and the State concerned shall furnish all pertinent facilities.  In serious and urgent cases, and with the prior consent of the State in whose territory a violation has allegedly been committed, the sole presentation of a petition or communication that fulfils all the formal requirements of admissibility shall be necessary in order for the Commission to conduct an on‐site investigation.

2. The Commission may delegate to one or more of its members the reception of testimony pursuant to the rules established in sections 5, 6, 7 and 8 of Article 65.
CHAPTER IV. ON‐SITE OBSERVATIONS
Article 53.  Designation of the Special Commission

On‐site observations shall in each case be conducted by a Special Commission named for that purpose.    The number of members of the Special Commission and the designation of its President shall be determined by the Commission.  In cases of great urgency, such decisions may be made by the President subject to the approval of the Commission.   
Article 54.  Disqualification

A member of the Commission who is a national of or who resides in the territory of the State, in which the on‐site observation is to be conducted, shall be disqualified from participating in it.    
Article 55.  Schedule of Activities

The Special Commission shall organize its own activities.    To that end, it may assign any

activity related to its mission to its own members and, in consultation with the Executive Secretary,

to any staff members or necessary personnel of the Executive Secretariat.
Article 56.  Necessary Facilities and Guarantees

In extending an invitation for an on‐site observation or in giving its consent thereto, the

State shall furnish to the Special Commission all necessary facilities for carrying out its mission.  In particular, it shall commit itself not to take any reprisals of any kind against any persons or entities cooperating with or providing information or testimony to the Special Commission.  
Article 57.  Other Applicable Standards

Without prejudice to the provisions in the preceding article, any on‐site observation agreed

upon by the Commission shall be carried out in accordance with the following standards:    

a. the Special Commission or any of its members shall be able to interview any persons, groups, entities or institutions freely and in private;  

b. the State shall grant the necessary guarantees to those who provide the Special Commission with information, testimony or evidence of any kind;    

c. the members of the Special Commission shall be able to travel freely throughout the territory of the country, for which purpose the State shall extend all the corresponding facilities, including the necessary documentation;    

d. the State shall ensure the availability of local means of transportation;    

e. the members of the Special Commission shall have access to the jails and all other detention and interrogation sites and shall be able to interview in private those persons imprisoned or detained;    

f. the State shall provide the Special Commission with any document related to the observance of human rights that the latter may consider necessary for the presentation of its reports; 
g. the Special Commission shall be able to use any method appropriate for filming, photographing, collecting, documenting, recording, or reproducing the information it considers useful;    

h. the State shall adopt the security measures necessary to protect the Special Commission;    

i. the State shall ensure the availability of appropriate lodging for the members of the Special Commission;    

j. the same guarantees and facilities that are set forth in this article for the members of the Special Commission shall also be extended to the staff of the Executive Secretariat; and

k. the expenses incurred by the Special Commission, each of its members and the staff of the Executive Secretariat shall be borne by the OAS, subject to the pertinent provisions.
	

	Participation of Civil Society Organizations
	Article 23.  Participation of Civil Society Organizations
Participation by civil society organizations in the Committee’s activities shall be governed by the “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” adopted by resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), for meetings of the Permanent Council and its committees, and the definition of civil society contained in resolution AG/RES. 1661 (XXIX-O/99).

Under these guidelines, the civil society organizations can, among others, participate in the Committee's work, make presentations and provide information.
	Article 61.  Initiative

The Commission may decide to hold hearings on its own initiative or at the request of an interested party.  The decision to convoke the hearings shall be made by the President of the Commission, at the proposal of the Executive Secretary. 
Article 63.  Guarantees

The State in question shall grant the necessary guarantees to all the persons who attend a hearing or who in the course of a hearing provide information, testimony or evidence of any type to the Commission.    That State may not prosecute the witnesses or experts, or carry out reprisals against them or their family members because of their statements or expert opinions given before the Commission.
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