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I. BACKGROUND

The first meeting of the Conference of States Parties was held in implementation of the mandates issued in resolution AG/RES. 2021 (XXXIV-O/04). The Secretary General of the OAS convened the Conference of States Parties on October 26, 2004, at which was adopted the Statute of the Mechanism to Follow up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence of Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI). That Statute established that the Mechanism consists of the Conference of States Parties, the political organ, and a Committee of Experts (CEVI), the technical organ. The latter operates through Multilateral Evaluation Rounds, where the CEVI designs and forwards a questionnaire to all States Parties and then evaluates their replies and produces a report for each participating country, as well as a Hemispheric Report with the results obtained at the regional level. These reports identify the progress made and challenges encountered in implementing the Belém do Pará Convention at the national level, and make recommendations for better application of the Convention.

Following the adoption of the Statute of the MESECVI, and as a first step towards its implementation, on January 28, 2005, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the States Parties to the Convention were requested to designate an Expert to represent their country on the CEVI. Subsequently, on September 13, 2005, the Secretariat requested the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the States Party to designate the Competent National Authority (CNA) to serve as liaison between the government and the Secretariat of the MESECVI. From the total 32 States Parties to the Convention, the MESECVI now has 26 Experts and 28 CNAs.

The First Multilateral Evaluation Round began on November 7, 2005, with the questionnaires forwarded to the CNAs. The Round’s evaluation stage ended on July 9, 2008, with the adoption by the Second Conference of States Parties of the Final Report of the CEVI. The follow-up stage began on September 19, 2008, with the forwarding to the CNAs and the permanent missions of the progress indicators of the recommendations of the CEVI, adopted by the CEVI, and ended with the adoption by the Third Conference of States Parties of the Follow-up Report on the Recommendations Made by the CEVI. 

The Second Multilateral Evaluation Round began April 15, 2010, with the forwarding to the CNAs of the questionnaire adopted by the CEVI. The Round’s evaluation stage ended on April 16, 2012, with the adoption by the Fourth Conference of States Parties of the Final Report of the CEVI. The follow-up stage began on July 30, 2013, with the forwarding to the CNAs and the permanent missions of the progress indicators of the recommendations of the CEVI, adopted by the CEVI, and ended with the adoption by the First Special Conference of States Party of the Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI.

II. INTRODUCTION
The First Special Conference of States Party to the Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Belém do Pará Convention’ (MESECVI) was held on October 23 and 24, 2014, in Mexico D.F., Mexico, through the sponsorship of the Government of the United Mexican States, which had offered to host this event at the Fifth Conference of States Party, held in Washington D.C., on November 18 and 19, 2013. 

The Secretary General of the OAS extended an invitation to all States Parties to the Convention by note of June 30, 2014. Also participating in the Conference were diplomats, judicial and legislative authorities, specialized international entities, and nongovernmental organizations working to end violence against women. The list of participants is contained in document MESECVI/I-CE/doc.15/14.

The primary objectives of the Conference were:  to receive the Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI during the Evaluation Stage of the Second Multilateral Evaluation Round, whose publication would mark the official close of that Round; and to consider the adoption of different documents prepared by the Working Group for the Strengthening of the MESECVI.

In accordance with Article 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the Conference, two preparatory meetings were held: in the city of Pachuca, Hidalgo (Mexico), on May 16, and in Washington, D.C., on October 17, 2014, with participation by the CNAs and the permanent missions of the States Parties. The first meeting focused on the draft Guidelines for the development of dialogues between the Competent National Authorities (CAN) and the CEVI; the MESECVI Strategic Plan 2014-2017; and the Procedures and Criteria for the Use of Funds to Extraordinary Finance the Participation of Experts in the Meetings of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI, and it was decided to refer these documents to the Special Conference for its consideration. The second meeting focused on considering the draft agenda, draft organization of work, the Recommendations on tools to promote broad participation of the experts in CEVI meetings, and the Agreements of the First Special Conference of States Party to the MESECVI.

All meeting documents were published by the Secretariat and are available at the following web page: http://www.oas.org/en/mesecvi/conferenceofstatesparty.asp
III.  PROCEEDINGS
An inaugural session, three plenary sessions, and a closing session were held.
1. INAUGURAL SESSION
On October 23, 2014, at 10 a.m., the First Special Conference of States Party to the Belém do Pará Convention opened in Mexico City. The moderator presented the panel participants and welcomed those attending the event. Attending and participating in the inaugural session were Lorena Cruz Sánchez, Competent National Authority of the MESECVI and President of the National Institute of Women of Mexico (INMUJERES); Carmen Moreno Toscano, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women; Alejandra Mora Mora, President of the Conference of States Party, President and Principal Delegate to the CIM, and Minister of Women’s Affairs of Costa Rica; Martha Lucía Micher Camarena, Chair of the Committee on Gender Equality of the Chamber of Deputies of Mexico; Juan Manuel Gómez Robledo, Deputy Secretary of Multilateral Affairs and Human Rights of the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico; Rosario Robles Berlanga, Secretary of Social Development of Mexico; María del Carmen Alanís Figueroa, Judge of the Electoral Tribunal of the Judiciary of the Federation (TEPJF) and Principal Expert of the CEVI representing Mexico; and Alejandra Negrete Morayta, National Commissioner for the Prevention and Eradication of Violence against Women (CONAVIM). 


Lorena Cruz Sánchez opened the panel by greeting the members of the inaugural table and those in attendance. She then summarized the situation of Mexico at the international level, the situation of violence experienced by women and girls of the Americas, and the importance in its eradication of the creation of the Belém do Pará Convention. She underscored the importance of the adoption of the Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI and indicated her support for the work done by civil society. Lastly, she announced that Mexico had recently designated its Principal Expert and Alternate Expert to the CEVI and greeted the new Principal Expert, María del Carmen Alanís Figueroa, who was present at the inaugural table.


Subsequently, Carmen Moreno Toscano took the floor and greeted those in attendance. On behalf of the Secretary General of the OAS, José Miguel Insulza, she commended and expressed appreciation for the special participation of Linda Poole, Executive Secretary of the CIM from 1986 to 1996, and of Elizabeth Odio, Judge of the International Criminal Court from 2003 to 2012. She also thanked the Government of Mexico, through INMUJERES, for hosting this event and the Government of Canada for its support for the work of the Mechanism to Follow up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (MESECVI). She underscored the importance of the Belém do Pará Convention over the last 20 years and of the creation of the MESECVI. She then provided a brief diagnostic assessment of the situation of women and girls in the region and applauded the holding of the Belém do Pará +20 Hemispheric Forum: “Prevention of Violence against Women: Good Practices and Proposals for the Future,” in the city of Pachuca, Hidalgo, Mexico, from May 14 to 16, 2014, pointing especially to the importance and effectiveness of the Declaration of Pachuca issued there, as well as the importance of the adoption of the Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI, at this First Special Conference, as a tool for better implementation by the States Parties of the recommendations of the CEVI. 

Upon conclusion of the intervention by the Executive Secretary of the CIM, Juan Manuel Gómez Robledo, Deputy Secretary of Multilateral Affairs and Human Rights of the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, took the floor and greeted the inaugural table and participants. In his intervention, he noted that the Latin American and Caribbean region was among those that had advanced most in the area of women’s rights but that violence remained an obstacle to the development of the peoples. Examples of that progress were the establishment of the standards of the inter-American human rights system in the cases of “Cotton Fields,” “Inés Fernández,” and “Valentina Rosendo.” He further underscored the opportunity available to the States at this Conference to strengthen the Mechanism, and the importance of the joint efforts of government and civil society. He also commented on the situation of violence to which adolescents and girls are subject in Mexico, specifically school harassment, a situation existing in other countries of the region and affecting child and youth development. Lastly, he recognized the work of INMUJERES and of Lorena Cruz as Authority. 


Next, Alejandra Mora Mora, President of the Conference of States Party, President of and Principal Delegate to the CIM, and Minister of Women’s Affairs of Costa Rica, greeted the inaugural table, the officers, delegates, civil society representatives, INMUJERES, and participants. In her remarks, she noted that three great issues and challenges remained in addressing the subject of violence against women:  combating asymmetrical power relationships constituting divides between men and women that gave rise to violence against women; incorporating new forms of violence against women in the comprehensive legislation now being prepared, although she noted the importance of the migration from laws on intrafamily violence to laws on violence against women; and using the standards contributed by international human rights law as a force driving national legislative reform, especially standards established by the Belém do Pará Convention and interpretations of the Inter-American Commission and Inter-American Court of Human Rights. 


The President of the Conference also noted the importance of the linkage of public policies for better incorporation of the Belém do Pará Convention and called for campaigns to be conducted that made visible the devastating consequences of the violence exercised against its victims. She then underscored the importance of the MESECVI as a forum where views of States were reflected and where they had an opportunity to strengthen the Belém do Pará Convention. In that regard, she indicated that MESECVI needed representation, political support, and budget for it to operate adequately. In closing, she shared the following message: “As long as one woman still experiences situations of violence, the countries will still face the challenge of its eradication.”

Following the President’s remarks, Martha Lucía Micher Camarena, Chair of the Committee on Gender Equity of the Chamber of Deputies, greeted the inaugural table, the officers present, and the participants. She reemphasized the importance of the Belém do Pará Convention in Mexico and the other member states, and explained that in implementation of the provisions of the Convention, Mexico had adopted the General Law on Access by Women to a Life without Violence. She also called on the States to respect the sexual and reproductive rights of the region’s women.


Lastly, Rosario Robles Berlanga, Secretary of Social Development, greeted the Ministers and Conference guests. She noted that the countries had laws and instruments for legislative harmonization in federal states, although the challenge was to achieve substantive equality and to translate these laws into concrete facts. She reported that the Government of Mexico had a National Development Plan for gender mainstreaming. In conclusion, she commented that violence was a crosscutting issue and that vulnerable women were those most affected. Therefore, she emphasized the importance of effective access to justice.

Upon the conclusion of the remarks, at 11:05 a.m., the First Special Conference of the States Party to the Belém do Pará Convention was formally declared open in Mexico City. 

1.1 Keynote speech

Linda Poole, Executive Secretary of the CIM from 1986 to 1996, began the keynote speech by presenting and explaining the “Genesis of the Belém do Pará Convention,” the context that had generated the debate that gave rise to the Convention, the steps taken to draft it, and the stakeholders involved in its creation. She noted that the Convention was the result of efforts and activism by women of this region. 


Upon the conclusion of that presentation, the panel “The Belém do Pará Convention: Impact and Best Practices” was opened. The Executive Secretary of the CIM, Carmen Moreno, served as its moderator.
The first intervention, by Elizabeth Odio Benito, Judge of the International Criminal Court from 2003 to 2012, noted the marking of the 20th anniversary of the Belém do Pará Convention and thanked the CIM, especially the Executive Secretary, for the invitation to participate in the Conference. She went on to indicate that women’s rights were human rights, since at the World Conference on Human Rights, held in Vienna, in 1993, the concept of violence against women as an international crime had been introduced. This had for the first time made visible cases of sexual violence in conflicts, identified as a war crime or crime against humanity. She indicated that these efforts were reflected in the Rome Statute creating the International Criminal Court, where sexual violence in conflict had been codified as a crime against humanity, creating a change and a historical milestone in the lives of women, because the States had had to incorporate these offenses in their national legislation. She went on to refer to the problem of applying these provisions in both national legal systems and the international and inter-American human rights system. She referred to UN Security Council resolution 1325 (S/RES/1325) (2000) on women, peace and security, calling on the States to identify the roots of the issue and to fulfill the international commitments assumed, which included ending gender stereotypes and discrimination through education. 


Next, Virginia Meneces Mendoza, of the Latin American and Caribbean Committee for the Defense of Women’s Rights (CLADEM), applauded the advances and intent of the States to take steps to ensure a life without violence for the women of the region. She expressed appreciation to the CEVI, the MESECVI, and the CIM for evaluating and measuring the progress made by its States. Lastly, she commented on the status of efforts to combat violence against women and explained CLADEM’s contributions to the analysis of the implementation of the CEVI’s recommendations contained in the Second Follow-up Report.

Subsequently, Juliana Bravo Valencia, of the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL), thanked those in attendance and the organizers of this event. She noted that much work remained to be done to ensure all women of the region effective enjoyment of a life without violence. She recognized the tireless efforts of women’s groups and feminist groups to achieve that right. She then called upon the States that had not yet adopted comprehensive and specific laws on violence against women, emphasizing the lack of implementation, budget, and training, and that the women of the region needed a structural response from the States. Lastly, she urged the States to work to overcome the challenges posed and issues raised by the difference in men’s and women’s legal status, and the pending debt with regard to the enjoyment of women’s sexual and reproductive rights, and to end violence against women by means of policies designed to end gender stereotypes. 


Participating in the debate were the representatives of Nicaragua, Barbados, and Ecuador, Mexican civil society representatives, and representatives of the regional nongovernmental organization Jass Mesoamerica (Just Associates), who called for reflection on how to make the Belém do Pará Convention an effective tool for the protection of defenders of women’s human rights. They also acknowledged the fundamental role of the feminist movement in achieving the Convention’s creation and requested the officers of the MESECVI to include the item of teen health and teen pregnancy in the debate and in following up on the implementation of the Convention, as well as care for children living with HIV and other diseases caused by sexual abuse and rape. The Executive Secretary of the CIM expressed appreciation for the interventions and declared the panel closed.
2. FIRST PLENARY SESSION
On October 23, 2014, at 3:20 p.m., the President reported that, a majority of the States Parties of the Conference being present, in accordance with Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the Conference of States Parties, the statutory quorum existed and therefore she declared open the first plenary session of the First Special Conference of States Party. 
In accordance with Article 5 of the Rules of Procedure of the Conference of States Parties, the officers elected at the Fifth Conference of States Party, held in November 2013, were maintained, Costa Rica serving as President, Guatemala as First Vice President, and Colombia as Second Vice President. In view of the absence of Bahamas, it was decided that Grenada would serve as Rapporteur for this Conference.
The first item was the adoption of the draft agenda and draft organization of work, contained, respectively, in documents MESECVI/I-CE/doc.2/14 and MESECVI/I-CE/doc.3/14.rev1. There being no comments by the States, the President advised that the Technical Secretariat would publish the documents in their final versions.
The President then gave the floor to Luz Patricia Mejía Guerrero, Technical Secretary of the Mechanism to Follow up on the Implementation the Belém do Pará Convention (MESECVI), who presented the Report of the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI to the First Special Conference of States Party to the Belém do Pará Convention (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.9/14). The Technical Secretariat noted the following items:  the creation of the diploma course on Justice, Gender, and Violence, now being followed by some 50 justice operators; the major efforts to increase civil society participation in the indicator monitoring process, in accordance with the agreement adopted by the Fifth Conference of States Party,
 and, in the framework of Article 10.2 of the Statute of the MESECVI; the process of strengthening the MESECVI
, by which had been created a Working Group for the Strengthening of the MESECVI, which had held seven (7) meetings with participation by the CNAs and permanent missions to the OAS; the adoption of the Declaration on Violence against Women, Girls and Adolescents and Their Sexual and Reproductive Rights,
 at the Eleventh Meeting of the CEVI, held last September, in Montevideo, Uruguay; and the creation and publication of the Guide to the Application of the Belém do Pará Convention.
 Lastly, she indicated that MESECVI had received resources from Argentina, Mexico, and Nicaragua, which had been used primarily to ensure participation by Experts and for translations of documents being produced. 


Upon the conclusion of the presentation, the President indicated that in accordance with the mandate issued by the Fifth Conferences of States Party, a working group open to all delegations had been created, chaired by Counselor Ana Lucía Nieto Frías, Alternate Representative of Peru to the Organization of American States (OAS). For this Conference, the Chair of the Working Group had delegated her responsibilities to Marisol Nieto, Alternate Representative of Ecuador to the OAS. The President gave the floor to Ms. Nieto for the presentation of the Report of the Working Group for the Strengthening of the MESECVI to the First Special Conference of States Party to the Convention of Belém do Pará (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.12/14), who summarized the work done by the Group during the seven working meetings to issue recommendations that would contribute to strengthening the Mechanism. 


The President reported that, following up on the remarks by the Alternate Representative of Ecuador, all delegations not had before them the latest versions of the documents generated by the Working Group on the process of strengthening the Mechanism to Follow up on the Implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention (MESECVI). Accordingly, she began with the consideration and adoption of the first document, the Guidelines for the development of dialogues between the Competent National Authorities (CNA) and the Committee of Experts (CEVI) of the MESECVI (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.6/14). The Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI explained the document’s details and objectives. The President gave the floor to the States Parties. There being no comments, the document was adopted without amendment.


The President then opened for consideration and adoption the second document, MESECVI Strategic Plan 2014-2017 (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.4/14). The Technical Secretariat of the Mechanism explained the document’s details and objectives. The President gave the floor to the States Parties. A note was incorporated that had been suggested by the delegate of Nicaragua during the debates of the Working Group. The Secretariat took note and incorporated it in a revised version of the document, which would be distributed to the States.
The President then opened for consideration and adoption the third document, Procedures and Criteria for the Use of Funds to Extraordinary Finance the Participation of Experts in the Meetings of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.5/14). The Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI explained the document’s details and objectives. The President gave the floor to the States Parties. The debate focused on the need to ensure maximum efforts to obtain resources and available funds to finance the meetings and participation by Experts. 

The Executive Secretary of the CIM explained the OAS rules on the use of budgetary resources. However, she noted that the MESECVI did not have funds earmarked for fulfillment of the mandates, since they operated on the basis of voluntary contributions. The delegations of Dominican Republic, Paraguay, and Argentina proposed encouraging all countries to contribute an amount that could be incorporated in their annual budgets or urging the countries to make periodic contributions, calling for the establishment of a regular fundraising system for the MESECVI. The delegations of Bolivia, Colombia, and Barbados indicated their support for maintaining the voluntary contribution system, in accordance with the capabilities of each State Party.

Next, at the request of Trinidad and Tobago and Bolivia, debate ensued on the need to change the period of two months in which to request financial assistance once the convocation of the corresponding meeting had been issued. The President called for the establishment of a new period but, ultimately, the two month period was maintained. It was decided to modify the document with the observations made at the plenary session. The Secretariat took note of the comments of the States and incorporated them in a revised version of the document, which would be distributed to the States.
The representative of Haiti apologized for the absence of its Minister owing to illness and requested the Secretariat to forward the French documents so that they could be sent to its authorities.

Next the fourth document was opened for consideration and adoption, Recommendations on tools to promote broad participation of the experts in CEVI meetings (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.8/14). The Technical Secretariat of the Mechanism explained the document’s details and objectives. The President gave the floor to the States Parties. 


The comments related to the definition of quorum for participation by the experts, and the mechanisms to ensure this. It was recommended to delete the footnote to Article 14 of the Rules of Procedure in force, and a change to Article 15 was proposed so as to ensure that decisions were taken with broad participation by the Experts. The delegate of Venezuela indicated that that decision had to be taken by consensus and invited the States to express their views in that regard. Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Panama, and Ecuador indicated their express agreement with deleting the footnote to Article 14 of the Rules of Procedure of the CEVI so that quorum would exist with half plus one of the Experts effectively designated to the Committee. At the request of Venezuela, it was stipulated that that number would not be fewer than twelve (12). Haiti supported that recommendation. However, it indicated that the States could not merely accept results and should promote participation by the Experts. Dominican Republic then proposed punishing States that did not have a designated Expert or that did not facilitate their participation at the corresponding meetings, which prevented the countries from effectively implementing their decision-making commitments. 


Lastly, the recommendations made were adopted and the delegate of Colombia reported that the decision would be subject to consultation with and ad referendum of its authorities. Colombia proposed a middle-ground option that allowed for the experts to hold meetings with the largest number of those who are in fact appointed, and to take decisions as to whether most of the experts from the States Party to the Convention of Belém do Pará should be in attendance. The aim is to ensure that decisions enjoy full legitimacy and truly hemispheric representation. 


Among other things, the delegation of Colombia observed during the meeting that this reduced quorum sets a precedent that could be replicated in other OAS mechanisms of experts.  Furthermore, it creates an imbalance within the MESECVI organs, where, on one hand, the majority quorum is used for the Conference, whereas a reduced quorum would be used for the Committee. Colombia noted that for the same Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) Assembly of Delegates, the quorum follows the majority rule, as is the case with all organs of the Organization of American States (OAS). 


It was also pointed out that states should bear in mind that the Convention is the product of agreement and compromise by all the states, which have voluntarily decided to ratify the instrument and undertake to comply therewith. Accordingly, the operation of the Follow-up Mechanism - itself the product of this same agreement and compromise - requires states to appoint their experts.  If states in the end do not appoint their experts, the mechanism would need to be evaluated, reviewed, and redefined, instead of solutions being sought by regulating the operations of the Committee (CEVI). 
The Secretariat took note of the comments of the States and incorporated them in a revised version of the document. 


Chile then reported that its State had now designated its Principal Expert and Alternate Expert, and that formal notification thereof had yet to be given to the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI. 


The President closed the debate and declared closed the first plenary session of the First Special Conference of States Party.

3. SECOND PLENARY SESSION 

On October 24, 2014, at 11:51 a.m., the second plenary session of the First Special Conference of States Party to the Belém do Pará Convention was declared open.

In accordance with the adopted agenda, the President gave the floor to Flor María Díaz Chalarca, Coordinator of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI, who presented the Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.10/14). 


In her presentation of the results of the Report, the Coordinator of the CEVI noted that eight States Parties had comprehensive laws on violence against women and invited the States that did not have laws of this type to legislate in this area. She further indicated that the Committee had identified a need to mainstream in national security plans the issue of gender-based violence, as well as a need to increase numbers of guarantees and structures for access to justice by women affected by this type of violence. She also commended the 12 States Parties that maintained statistics on violence against women and invited the rest of the States to continue this best practice, which would doubtlessly contribute to measuring efforts of the States to implement the Convention.  She further suggested including this in their annual budgetary allocations for the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women. Lastly, she encouraged the States Parties to establish policies designed to address the needs of groups of vulnerable women.


The President applauded the presentation by the Committee of Experts of the Mechanism and noted its effort to promote the follow-up to the recommendations it had issued in the Second Hemispheric Report of the Mechanism on the Implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention.


The President then gave the floor to two civil society representatives:  Juliana Bravo Valencia, of the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL), and Virginia Meneces Mendoza, National Coordinator for Nicaragua of the Latin American and Caribbean Committee for the Defense of Women’s Rights (CLADEM), who had provided contributions as shadow reports during the two Evaluation Rounds of the MESECVI.  These representatives reported especially on their contributions to the preparation of the Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI.

Juliana Bravo Valencia, of the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL), recognized the importance of the Second Report, the work of the Committee of Experts, and the fundamental role of the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI. She noted the advances and the pending issues of the States in preventing, eradicating, and punishing violence against women, and emphasized the importance of the availability of statistics utilizing the progress indicators and the detailed descriptions comprising the report. She further noted as challenges the low level of civil society participation resulting from the lack of a mechanism for their broad and ongoing participation throughout the process; and the insufficient information maintained by the States, which focused virtually exclusively on justice, statistics, and budget.

Virginia Meneces Mendoza, of the Latin American and Caribbean Committee for the Defense of Women’s Rights (CLADEM), discussed its contributions, through the presentation of a shadow report, to the Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI. She applauded the progress made in the region during the 20 years since the signature of the Belém do Pará Convention and the intent of the States to guarantee the right of women to a life without violence. She explained CLADEM’s contributions in its shadow report on eight of the region’s countries, which contained an assessment of the governmental public policies implemented on violence against women, emphasizing the section on Access to Justice. She noted that deficiencies in access to justice were more critical for women in rural areas, since judicial and care services were most heavily concentrated in urban areas. She also explained that the regional assessment prepared by CLADEM had identified deficiencies of approach in education systems with regard to gender stereotypes, inclusive language, gender-based violence, identity, autonomy, and women’s rights, among others. Lastly, she expressed to the States Parties CLADEM’s concern regarding the acts perpetrated against teacher trainers in Ayozinapa, Iguala Municipality, Guerrero State, Mexico, and invited the States Parties of the Conference to express their solidarity, and their request for justice, guarantees, and non-repetition of these facts in the Americas.


The President expressed appreciation for the contributions of the civil society representatives, and then opened and directed the debate in plenary. As a first intervention, Brazil confirmed the date of the Second Hemispheric Forum Belém do Pará +20, which would be held in that country on April 15, 16, and 17, 2015. It then gave a presentation of the “National Policy to Combat Violence against Women in Brazil,” during which it provided data on homicides, femicides, and sexual violence, records of care in cases of violence, opinion polls findings, numbers of specialized care services for women in situations of violence from 2003 to 2013, and the impact of the María de Penha Law; and reported on the campaign “Commitment and Attitude through the María da Penha Law”; the program “Women, A Life without Violence”; and other awareness campaigns. 


Next, the delegations of Haiti, Peru, Paraguay, Trinidad and Tobago, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Ecuador, and Mexico took the floor to provide information on progress with, issues raised, and challenges posed by the situation of women’s rights, especially with regard to violence against women, in their respective countries. The President then reported that the Secretariat would receive comments and observations for incorporation in the Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI. 

The President read aloud the list of countries still wishing to take the floor, expressed appreciation to those in attendance, and explained that she would be unable to attend the next session and that it would be presided over by the Vice President of the First Special Conference, the representative of Guatemala, Elizabeth Quiroa. Lastly, she reported that the meeting would resume at 3:00 p.m.
4. THIRD PLENARY SESSION 

At 3:28 p.m., the third plenary session of the First Special Conference of States Party to the Belém do Pará Convention was declared open, with Vice President, Elizabeth Quiroa, Competent National Authority of Guatemala, presiding.

The President opened the floor for and directed the debate in plenary. The representatives of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Venezuela, Panama, Uruguay, Colombia, Chile, Guatemala, Dominican Republic, Barbados, Argentina, and Grenada took the floor to provide information on progress with, and issues raised, and challenges posed by the situation of women’s rights, especially with regard to violence against women, in their respective countries. Uruguay also requested that the presentation given by the Coordinator of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI be forwarded. Then, the President reported that the Secretariat would receive comments and observations for incorporation in the Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI.


At the proposal of the President, the member states would have two weeks from October 24, 2014 to submit their comments on the Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI, and they would be included in the report as finally published. 


In accordance with the adopted agenda, the President took up discussion of the date set for the Sixth Conference of States Parties (agenda item 5). In that regard, she reported that in accordance with Article 8 of the Rules of Procedure of the Conference, the Government of Peru had indicated at the Fifth Conference of States Party its willingness to host the Sixth Conference. She also reported that the Assembly of Delegates of the CIM would be held in the third quarter of 2015. The delegation of Peru, which indicated that it was honored to hold the Sixth Conference of States Parties to the Convention in its country, reported that the Sixth Conference would be held in the first half of October 2015, in the city of Lima, Peru. 


The meeting then took up consideration of the document Agreements of the First Special Conference of States Party to the MESECVI (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.11/14). The methodology used was to consider and adopt the document paragraph by paragraph.
The delegation of Mexico proposed deleting the paragraph “CONSIDERING that in accordance with this priority, a Working Group was established with the participation of the Permanent Missions to the Organization of American States, the Competent National Authorities and the President and Vice-President of the CEVI, which has held seven working meetings in order to fulfill the mandate established by Agreement 12 of the Fifth Conference of States Party, document MESECVI-V doc.109/13 rev.4 corr.1;” and replacing it with the paragraph “EXPRESING ITS THANKS FOR the important work of the Working Group for the strengthening of the MESECVI, which was attended by the Permanent Missions to the Organization of American States, the Competent National Authorities and the President and Vice-President of the CEVI, created as a result of the agreements of the V Conference of States Party, held on November 18 and 19, 2013. The Working Group has held seven meetings from January to September 2014 in order to consider and submit to the Conference its recommendations on the MESECVI Strategic Plan 2014-2017; the Guidelines for conducting discussions and / or meetings between the Conference of States Party and CEVI; Recommendations on tools to promote broad participation of experts in meetings of the CEVI; and Guidelines for the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities;”

The Argentine representative also proposed adding to the preambular section the paragraph “CONVINCED that the strengthening of the MESEVI requires both the support of the States Party in terms of human and financial resources, and that the importance of the Mechanism is included in the regular budget of the OAS.”

Agreements 1, 2, and 3 were adopted without amendment. Argentina proposed adding a new Agreement 4, drafted as follows: “Urge the States Party to make contributions of funds, within their capabilities, in order to provide assistance in extraordinary circumstances for the participation of experts in the CEVI meetings.”

As regards Agreement 5 of the new document, on the adoption of the documents considered at this First Special Conference, discussion was reopened on the document Recommendations on tools to promote broad participation of the experts in CEVI meetings (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.8/14 rev.1). The document was considered paragraph by paragraph and adopted with the corresponding observations regarding the matter of quorum. Specifically, Recommendation 1 was deleted and Recommendation 4 was modified so as to add a footnote introduced by the delegation of Colombia that read as follows: “The Republic of Colombia will effect consultations as to whether decisions of the Committee may be recognized if they are taken at meetings where fewer than a majority of the Experts of the States Parties to the Convention is present”, deleting the “ad referendum.
Agreement 6 of document MESECVI/I-CE/doc.11/14 rev.2 was pending from the Second Preparatory Meeting, and the text ultimately read as follows: “Take note of the Second Follow-Up Report on the Implementation of the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI, document MESECVI/I-CE/doc.10/14
, and approve its publication which should incorporate the observations and the contributions of the States Party;”
In the final document, Agreement 6 of document MESECVI/I-CE/doc.11/14 was divided into two agreements corresponding to Agreements 7 and 8:

“7: 
Request that the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI  to propose the States that request them tools for exchange, training and technical assistance
, in order to achieve the effective implementation of the “Second Follow-Up Report on the Implementation of the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) of the MESECVI,” document MESECVI/I-CE/doc.10/14”.
“8: 
Invite  the State who have not yet done so, to provide in a periodic way  information to the “Progress indicators to measure the implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention,” (MESECVI/CEVI/doc.188/13 rev.1); taking advantage of the exchange that could be conducted with other States that have advanced further in this area, which would allow the Mechanism to develop a broader view of the efforts undertaken by the States Party have developed”.
Agreement 8 of document MESECVI/I-CE/doc.11/14: “Continue fostering and motivating dialogue among the Competent National Authorities and the CEVI Experts, in which the OAS Permanent Missions could participate;” was deleted and Agreement 9 was maintained without modification.
As regards Agreement 10 of the final document, at the request of the delegation of Ecuador, the Network of Women’s Machineries of the Andean Region (REMMA) was deleted and replaced by the Mechanism of the Andean Region (CAAAMI), and Agreement 11 was adopted without modification.

The President proposed changing the beginning of Agreement 12, replacing “Thank” with “Express its thanks for the support”. Peru also proposed adding “City of Lima”. Therefore, Agreement 12 ultimately read as follows: “Express its thanks for the support of the Government of Mexico in hosting the First Special Conference of the States Party and warmly welcomes the offer made by the Government of Peru to host the Sixth Conference of States Party, to be held in the City of Lima, the first two weeks of October, 2015.”
The delegate of Barbados indicated that it was unable to approve these agreements. Therefore, the Executive Secretary of the CIM, at the request of the President, defined the word “consensus” to mean general agreement, rather than unanimously, in accordance with the principles of international practice. Accordingly, if one delegation indicates its opposition, it may request inclusion of amendatory observations or footnotes, or request time to consult with its authorities. The Venezuelan delegate took the floor to indicate again the importance of consensus for the strengthening of the Mechanism. Following this intervention, the delegate of Barbados did not again indicate opposition or understanding. The Agreements document was adopted with the above-mentioned modifications.

Next on the agenda, the President invited the representative of Grenada to the principal table to read out the Rapporteur’s report on the First Special Conference of the States Party to the MESECVI. 

In the “other matters” section, Venezuela requested the Secretariat to distribute all documents to the permanent representatives to the OAS, the Ministries, and the Competent National Authorities to facilitate collaboration among them. The representative of Colombia also requested the Secretariat to provide, at the earliest, to the delegation of Colombia and to those States interested, a legal opinion from the Department of Legal Services of the OAS on the general rules on quorum in the organs of the Organization, and an analysis of the feasibility and/or implications of a change to these rules in any such organ. It further requested the Secretariat to prepare the minutes of the plenary and working sessions of the First Special Conference of States Party to the MESECVI, as provided in Article 23 of the Rules of Procedure of the Conference, and to prepare the final report of the First Special Conference of States Party of the MESECVI in accordance with the provisions of Article 24 of the Rules of Procedure of the Conference. The President undertook to fulfill these requests and with this the work of the First Special Conference of the States Party to the MESECVI was deemed concluded.
5. CLOSING CEREMONY
In her closing remarks, the Vice President thanked those in attendance, especially Mexico and its delegation for hosting the event, and called on the States to unite to change the lives of the new generations of women and girls in the region. She also urged that work be done with men who perpetrate violence and called for a new masculinity. She further invited the States Parties to work with the media to change how news was disseminated and how victims of violence were shown. The President then gave the floor to Lorena Cruz Sánchez, Principal Delegate to the CIM and President of the National Institute of Women of Mexico (INMUJERES), who thanked all those in attendance, especially the Executive Secretary of the CIM, Carmen Moreno, the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI, Luz Patricia Mejía Guerrero, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mexico for holding the Conference. Upon the conclusion of the remarks by the host country, at 7:44 p.m., the Vice President declared closed the First Special Conference of the States Party to the MESECVI.
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�Agreement 10: “Continue fostering and motivating the participation of civil society and other actors in the activities of the MESECVI, taking  into consideration the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)].”


�Agreement 12 of the “Agreements of the Fifth Conference of States Party to the Mechanism to Follow up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém Do Pará” (MESECVI)” (MESECVI-V doc.109/13 rev.4 corr.1).


� Available at: �HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/mesecvi/docs/CEVI11-Declaration-EN.pdf"�http://www.oas.org/es/mesecvi/docs/CEVI11-Declaration-EN.pdf�


� Available at: �HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/mesecvi/docs/BdP-GuiaAplicacion-Web-EN.pdf"�http://www.oas.org/es/mesecvi/docs/BdP-GuiaAplicacion-Web-EN.pdf�


� Nicaragua does not approve the Second Follow-up Report on the Implementation of the Recommendations by the Committee of Experts (CEVI) of the MESECVI, document MESECVI/GT/ doc.8/14, given that the country was not part of the preparation of the cited report.  


� In accordance with Art. 25 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI.





