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CHAPTER I: GENERAL INFORMATION 

a. Creation of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression and Institutional 
Support  

1. The Inter -American Commission on Human Rights, by the unanimous decision of its members, 
created the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression during its 97th period of sessions, 
held in October 1997. This office was created by the Commission as a permanent, independent office that acts 
within the framework and with the support of the IACHR. Through the Office of the Special Rapporteur, the 
Commission sought to encourage the defense of the right to freedom of thought and expression in the 
hemisphere, given the fundamental role this right plays in consolidating and developing the democratic 
system and in protecting, guaranteeing, and promoting other human rights. During its 98th period of 
sessions, held in March 1998, the IACHR defined in general terms the characteristics and functions of the 
Office of the Special Rapporteur and decided to create a voluntary fund to provide it with economic 
assistance. 

2. 4ÈÅ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȭÓ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ Á ÐÅÒÍÁÎÅÎÔ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒ ÆÏÒ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ Ïf 
Expression found full support among the OAS Member States. Indeed, during the Second Summit of the 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÍÉÓÐÈÅÒÅȭÓ (ÅÁÄÓ ÏÆ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÎÄÁÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÒÏÌÅ ÏÆ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ 
thought and expression, and noted their satisfaction over the creation of the Office of the Special Rapporteur. 
Since then, both the Summit of the Americas and the OAS General Assembly have shown their support to the 
Office of the Special Rapporteur, and have entrusted it with follow-up or analysis of some of the rights that 
comprise freedom of expression, as well as the monitoring and promotion of the right to access public 
information.1 $ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÔÈÅ /!3 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ !ÓÓÅÍÂÌÙ ÈÁÓ ÅØÐÁÎÄÅÄ ÉÔÓ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓȭ ÁÇÅÎÄÁ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
Office of the Special Rapporteur pursuant to the situation of the right to freedom of expression in the region.  

3. In the framework of the VIII Summit of the Americas, held on April 13 and 14, 2018 in Lima, Peru, the 
Ȱ$ÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÁÎÃÅ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ #ÏÒÒÕÐÔÉÏÎȱ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄȟ ÔÈÒÏugh which the representatives of 
participating States expressed their commitment to keep on strengthening different anti-corruption 
measures, such as the strengthening of the transparency and access to public information bodies, the 
protection to plaintiff s and journalists regarding threats and reprisal for investigating or informing on 
corruption acts.2 

4. )Î ςπρψȟ ÔÈÅ )!#(2 ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ρȾρψ ÏÎ Ȱ#ÏÒÒÕÐÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ (ÕÍÁÎ 2ÉÇÈÔÓȟȱ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÔ 
recommends the States to adopt a series of measures strengthening the access to public information as a key 
factor in the fight regarding corruption, protection to journalists and the media, among others.3  

5. The General Assembly of the OAS, by means of resolution 2928 (XLVIII-/ȾρψɊ ÏÎ Ȱ(ÕÍÁÎ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ 
Promotion and ProtÅÃÔÉÏÎȟȱ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒȟ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÂÏÄÉÅÓȟ ÔÏ 

                                                                    

1 With regard to freedom of expression, the General Assembly of the OAS has adopted resolutions in different years through which it 
re-stated the right to freedom of expression and acknowledged the important contributions of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for 
&ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȠ -ÏÒÅÏÖÅÒȟ ÉÔ ÕÒÇÅÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÏ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒȭÓ ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÎÕal 
reports. In 2005, it passed resolution 2149 (XXXV-O/05); In 2006, resolution 2237 (XXXVI-O/06); In 2007, resolution 2287 (XXXVII-
O/07); In 2008, resolution 2434 (XXXVIII-O/08); resolution 2523 (XXXIX-O/09); In 2011, resolution 2679 (XLI-O/11).  

On the subject of access to public information, the General Assembly has also made several statements supporting the work of the 
Office of the Special Rapporteur and urging the adoption of its recommendations. In 2003, it passed resolution 1932 (XXXIII-O/03); In 
2004, resolution 2057 (XXXIV-O/04); In 2006, resolution 2252 (XXVI-O/06); In 2007, resolution 2288 (XXXVII-O/07); In 2008, 
resolution 2418 (XXXVIII-O/08); In 2009, resolution 2514 (XXXIX- O/09). In that same resolution, the General Assembly entrusted the 
Department of International Law, with the collaboration of the Office of the Special Rapporteur, the Inter-American Juridical Committee 
and the Department of State Modernization and Governance, as well as the cooperation of Member States and civil society, with drafting 
a Model Law on Access to Public Information and a guide for its implementation, in keeping with the Inter-American standards on the 
issue. In addition, in 2011, it approved resolution 2661 (XLI-O/11); In 2012, resolution AG/RES. 2727 (XLII-O/12); In 2013, resolution 
AG/RES 2811 (XLIII-0/13); In 2014, resolution AG/RES. 2842 (XLIV-O/14); In 2016, resolution AG/RES was approved. 2885 (XLVI-
O/16). In this resolution, the General Assembly of the OAS instructs the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression to 
develop and disseminate the content of the inter-American legal framework on access to information, including the inter-American 
Model Law on Access to Public Information, through the preparation of reports on the scope of the law and the application of its 
principles. Additionally, it also instructed the Office of the Special Rapporteur to assist Member States and to organize and participate in 
capacity building programs for public officials of national authorities on access to information and justice operators. 

2 Summit of the Americas. Lima Commitment. Ȱ$ÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÁÎÃÅ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ #ÏÒÒÕÐÔÉÏÎȱ. April 14, 2018. 

3 IACHR. Resolution 1/18. Corruption and Human Rights. March 16, 2018. 

https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/286675.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2018/053.asp
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prepare "practical guidelines in the form of recommendations for guaranteeing freedom of expression and 
access to information from a variety of the Internet sources during electoral processes without improper 
interference."4 In 2017, the OAS General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2908 (XLVII-O / 17) 
regarding the right to freedom of thought and expression and the safety of journalists and media workers in 
the hemisphere. The proposal was presented by the delegation of Uruguay and co-sponsored by the 
delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rica, Mexico, Peru, and the Dominican Republic. The Office of 
the Special Rapporteur joins the commitment that the States make in this resolution to implement strategies 
and resources that end with the prevailing impunity in crimes against journalists.  

6. Since its creation, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has also had the support of civil society 
organizations, the media, journalists and, most importantly, individuals who have been victims of violations 
of the right to freedom of thought and expression, along with their family members. 

7. In the framework of its 163rd Period of Sessions, the IACHR renewed the mandate of Special 
Rapporteur Edison Lanza for a new period of three years, in accordance with Article 15 of its Rules of 
Procedure.5 

b. Main Activities of the Office of the Special Rapporteur  

8. During its twenty-one years of existence, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has carried out each of 
the tasks assigned to it by the IACHR and by other OAS bodies such as the General Assembly in a timely and 
dedicated manner. 

9. This section of the report summarizes very generally the tasks that have been accomplished, with 
particular emphasis on the activities carried out in 2018: 

1) Individual Case System 

10. One of the most important functions of the Office of the Special Rapporteur is to advise the IACHR in 
the evaluation of individual petitions and prepare the corresponding reports. 

11. The appropriate advancement of individual petitions not only provides justice in the specific case, 
but also helps call attention to paradigmatic situations that affect freedom of thought and expression, and 
creates important case law that can be applied in the inter-American human rights system itself as well as in 
courts in countries throughout the region. The individual case system also constitutes an essential factor 
within the broad strategy of promoting and defending the right to freedom of thought and expression in the 
region, a strategy that the Office of the Special Rapporteur carries out through various mechanisms offered by 
the inter-American human rights system. 

12. Likewise, since its creation, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has advised the IACHR in the 
presentation of important cases involving freedom of expression to the Inter-American Court of Human 
2ÉÇÈÔÓ ɉÈÅÒÅÉÎÁÆÔÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ Ȱ#ÏÕÒÔȱ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ)ÎÔÅÒ-!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ #ÏÕÒÔȱɊȢ6 

13. The cases solved by the IAHR Court in 2018 are as follows: 

ɂCarvajal Carvajal et al. v. Colombia. Judgment of March 13, 2018. The Inter-American Court found 
that the Colombian State is to be held responsible for violating the judicial guarantees due to the 

                                                                    
4 OEA. Resolution AG/RES. 2928 (XLVIII-O/18) . Human Rights Promotion and Protection.  

5 IACHR. Periods of Sessions. Available at http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/actividades/sesiones.asp   

6 #ÁÓÅ ÏÆ Ȱ4ÈÅ ,ÁÓÔ 4ÅÍÐÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȱ ɉ/ÌÍÅÄÏ-Bustos et al.) v. Chile. Judgment of February 5, 2001; Case of Ivcher Bronstein v. 
Peru. Judgment of February 6, 2001; Case of Herrera Ulloa v. Costa Rica. Judgment of July 2, 2004; Case of Ricardo Canese v. Paraguay. 
Judgment of August 31, 2004; Case of Palamara Iribarne v. Chile. Judgment of November 22, 2005; Case of Claude Reyes et al. v. Chile. 
Judgment of September 19, 2006; Case of Kimel v. Argentina. Judgment of May 2, 2008; Case of Tristán Donoso v. Panama. Judgment of 
January 27, 2009; Case of Ríos et al. v. Venezuela. Judgment of January 28, 2009; Case of Perozo et al. v. Venezuela. Judgment of January 
28, 2009; Case of Usón Ramírez v. Venezuela. Judgment of November 20, 2009; Case of Manuel Cepeda Vargas v. Colombia. Judgment of 
-ÁÙ ςφȟ ςπρπȠ #ÁÓÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÍÅÓ ,ÕÎÄ ÅÔ ÁÌȢ ÖȢ "ÒÁÚÉÌȢ *ÕÄÇÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ςτȟ ςπρπȠ #ÁÓÅ ÏÆ &ÏÎÔÅÖÅÃÃÈÉÁ ÁÎÄ $ȭ!ÍÉÃÏ v. Argentina. 
Judgment of November 29, 2011; Case of González Medina and Family v. Dominican Republic. Judgment of February 27, 2012; Case of 
Vélez Restrepo and Family v. Colombia. Judgment of September 3, 2012; Case of Uzcátegui et al. v. Venezuela. Judgment of September 3, 
2012; Case of Norín Catrimán et al. (leaders, members and activists of the Mapuche Indigenous People) v. Chile. Judgment of May 29, 
2014; Case of Granier et al. (Radio Caracas Televisión) v. Venezuela. Judgment of June 22, 2015; Case of López Lone et al. v. Honduras. 
Judgment of October 5, 2015; Case of I.V v. Bolivia. Judgment of November 30, 2016; Case of Lagos del Campo v. Peru. Judgment of August 
31, 2017. 

http://fileserver.idpc.net/library/Declarations_resolutions_adopted_by_the_general_assembly.pdf
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/actividades/sesiones.asp
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extraordinary delays and inadequate investigation of Journalist Nelson Carvajal CarvÁÊÁÌȭÓ ÍÕÒÄÅÒȠ 
-ÏÒÅÏÖÅÒȟ ÉÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÈÅÌÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȢ 
Regarding the second aspect, the decision acknowledges, as it was stated by the IACHR and its Office of the 
Special Rapporteur, that there ÉÓ Á ȰÃÌÏÓÅȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÉÎÔÉÍÁÔÅȱ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ȰÔÈÅ ÇÕÁÒÁÎÔÅÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ 
ÔÏ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÏÒÓȢȱ )Î ÆÁÃÔȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÉÔ ÉÓ 
ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ )!(2 #ÏÕÒÔ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÔÈÁÔ Á ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔȭÓ ÍÕÒÄÅÒ ÄÕÅ to his/her work, followed by impunity 
ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÃË ÏÆ ÁÄÅÑÕÁÔÅ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÉÍÐÌÉÅÓ Á ÖÉÏÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ 
ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȢ Ȱ)Î ÅÆÆÅÃÔȟ .ÅÌÓÏÎ #ÁÒÖÁÊÁÌȭÓ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÐÒÅÃÉÓÅÌÙ ÁÆÆÅÃÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ 
coÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÃË ÏÆ ÉÔÓ ÁÄÅÑÕÁÔÅ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÒÔ 
during the judgment (para. 176). In this case, the Inter-American Court also links the investigation of 
crimes against journalists to the attack and impunity contexts in Colombia during the time of the events. 

Nelson Carvajal Carvajal was murdered in 1998 in Pitalito, Colombia, in an insecurity context for 
journalists. This year, Colombia has been considered as the most dangerous place in the world for the 
press, being number one in the global ranking of murdered journalists. Carvajal had reported corruption 
scandals of the local government and money-laundering by drug traffickers. 

ɂSan Miguel Sosa et al. v. Venezuela. Judgment of February 8, 2018. The Court considered that the 
State of Venezuela is to be held responsible for the deviation of power and political discrimination, due to 
the fact that in 2004, three government officials were dismissed since they signed a petition asking for a 
referendum revoking the mandate of the then-President Hugo Chávez. The State said that since the victims 
had not participated in a public tender for their positions, it was not compulsory to justify the dismissals; 
however, at that time, Hugo Chávez had allegedly stated that those signing against Chávez were actually 
signing against their homeland. The National Electoral Council, a body responsible for validating 
signatures to request the referendum, delivered lists with the names of the people who had signed the 
referendum to Congressman Luis Tascón, who disseminated such them in his web page, accusing the 
ÓÉÇÎÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ Á ȰÍÅÇÁ-ÆÒÁÕÄȟȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ ÁÌÌÅÇÅÄÌÙ ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍÅÄ ÂÙ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ #ÈÜÖÅÚȢ 4ÈÅ 
judgment also established that the lack of explanations by the State strengthened the hints that the 
×ÏÍÅÎ ×ÅÒÅ ÄÉÓÍÉÓÓÅÄ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ Ȱ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÁÎ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÇÕÁÒÁÎÔÅÅ ÔÏ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ 
ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ×ÅÁËÅÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÕÆÆÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÅÁË ÏÆ ÐÌÕÒÁÌÉÓÍ ÁÎÄ ÔÏÌÅÒÁÎÃÅȱ ɉÐÁÒÁȢ 
154).  

The decision constitutes a significant framework to establish that the signing of a political petition is 
also protected by the right to freedom of expression and opinion, and that government officials shall have 
those rights guaranteed at their workplaces. The IAHR Court ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÐÕÒÓÕÁÎÔ ÔÏ !ÒÔÉÃÌÅ ρσȢρ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
#ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎȟ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÅØÅÒÔÅÄ ȬÂÙ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÏÆ ÁÎÙ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÒÏÃÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÏÉÃÅȭ ÁÎÄȟ 
ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔ ÏÆ ÓÉÇÎÉÎÇ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÒÏÃÅÅÄÉÎÇÓȢȱ 

ɂHerzog et al. v. Brazil. Judgment of March 15, 2018. The Inter-American Court considered that 
*ÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔ 6ÌÁÄÉÍÉÒ (ÅÒÚÏÇȭÓ ÁÒÒÅÓÔȟ ÔÏÒÔÕÒÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÕÒÄÅÒ ÃÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÉÎ 3ÁÏ 0ÁÕÌÏ ÉÎ ρωχυ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÁÌÌ ÂÅ 
considered as crimes against humanity, and it also establishes that the Brazilian State is guilty on the lack 
of investigation, prosecution, and punishment to the perpetrators. This decision represents an important 
step in search for truth and against impunity in Brazil. Journalist Vladimir Herzog was murdered in 1975 
in Sao Paulo during the last military coup in Brazil, as a consequence of the torture acts committed by 
3ÔÁÔÅ ÁÇÅÎÔÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÅÓÔÉÆÙÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÁÎ ÁÒÍÙ ÓÔÁÔÉÏÎȢ (ÅÒÚÏÇ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ Ȱ46 #ÕÌÔÕÒÁȱ ×ÈÅÎ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ 
arrested and he had already been in exile some years in London to escape from repression. Pursuant to 
the judgment, the civil-military coup, according to the Court, sparked systematic and generalized 
ÒÅÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÖÉÌ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÁÓ ȰÏÐÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎȟȱ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÍÅÄÉÁ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ 
members of the "ÒÁÚÉÌÉÁÎ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÓÔ 0ÁÒÔÙȢ Ȱ!ÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ 
1975, the DOI/CODI of Sao Paulo intensified repression acts against journalists. (...) On the day previous to 
6ÌÁÄÉÍÉÒ (ÅÒÚÏÇȭÓ ÄÅÐÒÉÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÌÉÂÅÒÔÙȟ ÏÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ςτȟ ρωχυȟ ρρ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÌÌÅÇÅÄÌÙ ÁÒÒÅÓÔÅÄȢȱ !Ô 
that time, the crime was registered and presented as suicide and it was never duly investigated because, at 
the end of the regime, a self-amnesty act was passed, which also forgave the crimes committed by State 
agents. 

2ÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÍÁÎÄÅÄ ÒÅÐÁÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÒÔ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÅÄ 6ÌÁÄÉÍÉÒ (ÅÒÚÏÇȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÓ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÃÉÁÒÙ 
victims. As it was a crime against humanity, the Court ordered the State to re-conduct the investigations 
with due diligence, not to obstruct actions, to remove obstacles such as imprescriptibility, and to provide 
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security to the family. Likewise, it was ordered to publish and disseminate the judgment and 
compensations to the victims for actual damage, non-material damage, and expenses. The Court did not 
admÉÔ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÓȭ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÓ ÔÏ ÁÄÏÐÔ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÁÕÔÏÎÏÍÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÁÒÅÎÃÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
torture prevention mechanism and to transfer land in Sao Paulo to build a museum in memory of the 
journalist. 

ɂPoblete Vilches et al. v. Chile. Judgment of March 8, 2018. The judgment is about Mr. Vinicio Antonio 
0ÏÂÌÅÔÅ 6ÉÌÃÈÅÓȭ ÖÉÏÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÌÔÈȢ !ÍÏÎÇ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÉÔÅÍÓȟ ÉÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÖÉÏÌÁÔÅÄ 
the right to obtain an informed consent due to substitution and the right to access information regarding 
health, to the detriment of Mr. Poblete and his family. Specifically, the IAHR Court states that the Tribunal 
ȰÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÃÏÎÓÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÔÅÍ ÏÆ ÁÃÃÅÓÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÏÆ 
the right to health (ArÔÉÃÌÅ ςφɊȢȱ )Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÉÂÕÎÁÌ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ"ÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ 
information included in Article 13 of the American Convention acquires an instrumental nature to assure 
and respect the right to health. In this way, the right to access information is a guarantee to carry out the 
derivation of the right included in Article 26 of the Convention, with the possibility of achieving other 
ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÒÉÇÈÔÓȟ ÐÕÒÓÕÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÁÓÅȭÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒÉÔÉÅÓȢȱ 

14. In 2018, the Office of the Special Rapporteur prepared five admissibility reports and one report on 
the merits (publication). 

15. With the preparation and advancement of these cases, the Office of the Special Rapporteur helps 
make it possible for the Commission and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to establish important 
case law on the limitations and scope of the right to freedom of thought and expression. The standards 
achieved lend a greater dynamism to the work of the bodies of the inter-American system and make it 
possible to take on new challenges in the effort to raise the level of protection for freedom of thought and 
expression throughout the hemisphere. 

2) Precautionary Measures  

16. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has worked, within its mandate, with the IACHR Protection 
Group with regard to recommendations on the adoption of precautionary measures in the area of freedom of 
expression. In this regard, the IACHR has requested on multiple occasions that OAS Member States adopt 
precautionary measures to protect the right to freedom of expression.  

17. During 2018, the Office of the Special Rapporteur collaborated in the study of 26 requests of 
precautionary measures. The following requests were granted: PM 309-18 (Ecuador)/PM 310-18 (Colombia), 
Javier Ortega, Paúl Rivas and Efraín Segarra Abril, April 12;7 PM 739-17 Daniel Silva Orrego regarding 
Colombia, May 5; PM 693-18, Aníbal Toruño Jirón and other members of Radio Darío regarding Nicaragua, 
July 2; PM 669-18, Migueliuth Sandoval Cruz et al. regarding Nicaragua, June 12; PM 688-18, Pedro Patricio 
Jaimes Criollo regarding Venezuela, October 4; PM 873-18, Miguel Mora Barberena, Leticia Gaitán Hernández 
and their families regarding Nicaragua, December 13. 

18. The granting of the precautionary measures does not constitute a prejudgment on the merits in 
question. Rather, these measures are adopted out of a need to avert grave, imminent, and irremediable harm 
to one of the rights protected in the American Convention of Human Rights, or to maintain jurisdiction in the 
case and so the subject of the action does not disappear. 

3) Public Hearings  

19. The IACHR received various requests for hearings and working meetings on matters involving 
freedom of expression during its most recent periods of sessions. The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
participates actively in the hearings on freedom of expression, preparing the reports and handling the 
corresponding interventions and follow-up. 

                                                                    
7 The IACHR and its Office of the Special Rapporteur set up the Special Follow-Up Team (ESE) in Quito on July 25, for the case of 

ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ *ÁÖÉÅÒ /ÒÔÅÇÁ 2ÅÙÅÓȟ 0ÁĭÌ 2ÉÖÁÓ "ÒÁÖÏ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒËÅÒ %ÆÒÁþÎ 3ÅÇÁÒÒÁȟ ÆÒÏÍ Ȱ%Ì #ÏÍÅÒÃÉÏȱ ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒ ÆÒÏÍ 1ÕÉÔÏȟ ×ÈÏ ×ÅÒe 
murdered in the frontier between Ecuador and Colombia in April 2018. RepresenÔÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÏÆ %ÃÕÁÄÏÒȭÓ ÁÎÄ #ÏÌÏÍÂÉÁȭÓ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÇÒÅÅÄ 
with the IACHR to constitute a Special Follow-Up Team (ESE) in order to support the investigation of the murders, and the search and 
recovery of the bodies, in the framework of Precautionary Measure 309-18. 
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20. Below is a summary of the hearings in which the Office of the Special Rapporteur participated during 
2018: 

State / Regional  Periods of Sessions Ti tle of Hearing  Date / Place 

Regional  167 ɀ Special Period of Sessions 
of the IACHR - Bogotá, Colombia 

Situation of the rights to freedom of 
expression and freedom of press in South 
America 

February 28, 2018 

Regional  167 ɀ Special Period of Sessions 
of the IACHR - Bogotá, Colombia 

Digital intelligence, cybersecurity, and 
freedom of expression in America 

February 28, 2018 

Argentina (ex -officio)  167 ɀ Special Period of Sessions 
of the IACHR - Bogotá, Colombia 

Situation of the right to protest in Argentina 
(ex-officio). 

March 1, 2018 

Dominican Republic.  168 ɀ Special Period of Sessions 
of the IACHR - Washington, D.C. 

Hearing: Human Rights and follow-up of the 
peace treaty in Colombia 
 

May 9, 2018 

Dominican Republic.  168 ɀ Special Period of Sessions 
of the IACHR - Washington, D.C. 

Ex-officio hearing: Electoral process and its 
impact on the general human rights situation 
in Venezuela 
 

May 10, 2018 

Dominican Republic.  168 ɀ Special Period of Sessions 
of the IACHR - Washington, D.C. 

Harassment reports against human rights 
defenders, journalists, and means of 
communication in Venezuela. 

May 11, 2018 

Dominican Republic.  168 ɀ Special Period of Sessions 
of the IACHR - Washington, D.C. 

Hearing: Religious freedom and lay State in 
Latin America (ex-officio)  
 

May 11, 2018 

El Salvador 169th Special Period of Sessions 
of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights 

Hearing: Search process of persons who have 
disappeared during the armed conflict in El 
Salvador. 

October 1, 2018 ɀ Boulder 
Colorado 

Peru 169th Special Period of Sessions 
of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. 

Hearing: Corruption crisis in Peru and its 
impact on human rights and freedom of 
expression. 

October 1, 2018 ɀ Boulder 
Colorado 

Bolivia  169th Special Period of Sessions 
of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. 

Hearing: Guarantees of legal independence 
and justice operators in Bolivia. 

October 1, 2018 ɀ Boulder 
Colorado 

Cuba 169th Special Period of Sessions 
of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. 

Hearing: Complaints of criminalization filed 
by social activists and journalists in Cuba 

October 1, 2018 ɀ Boulder 
Colorado 

Nicaragua  
 

169th Special Period of Sessions 
of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. 

Hearing: Reports of protests and repression in 
Nicaragua 

October 2, 2018 ɀ Boulder 
Colorado 
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Venezuela 
 
 
 
 

169th Special Period of Sessions 
of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. 

Hearing: Situation of the people deprived of 
liberty in the context of politics in Venezuela 

October 4, 2018 ɀ Boulder 
Colorado 

Brazil  170th Special Period of Sessions 
of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. 

Hearing: Situation of human rights defenders 
in Brazil 

December 5, 2018 
Washington, D.C. 

Venezuela 170th Special Period of Sessions 
of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. 

Hearing: Reports of serious political rights 
violations and arbitrary arrests in the context 
of the human rights crisis in Venezuela 

December 5, 2018 
Washington, D.C. 

Bolivia  170th Special Period of Sessions 
of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. 

Hearing: Re-elections in Bolivia, judgment 
84/17, and the American Convention 

December 5, 2018 
Washington, D.C. 

El Salvador 170th Special Period of Sessions 
of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. 

Hearing: Judicial independence and selection 
process of Attorney General in El Salvador. 

December 6, 2018 
Washington, D.C. 

Bolivia  170th Special Period of Sessions 
of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. 

Hearing: Guarantees of legal independence 
and justice operators in Bolivia. 

December 6, 2018 
Washington, D.C. 

Regional  170th Special Period of Sessions 
of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. 

Hearing: Public security militarization in the 
Americas 

December 6, 2018 
Washington, D.C. 

Nicaragua 170th Special Period of Sessions 
of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. 

Hearing: Repression and human rights 
violations in Nicaragua 

December 6, 2018 
Washington, D.C. 

Ecuador 170th Special Period of Sessions 
of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. 

Hearing: Precautionary Measure - Special 
Follow-Up Team (Ecuador) 
 

December 6, 2018 
Washington, D.C. 

Colombia  170th Special Period of Sessions 
of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. 

Hearing: Precautionary Measure - Special 
Follow-Up Team (Colombia) 
 

December 6, 2018 
Washington, D.C. 

4) Seminars and workshops with strategic actors in the region  

21. Seminars, workshops, and training are a critical tool the Office of the Special Rapporteur uses to 
promote the inter-American system for the protection of human rights and the right to freedom of expression. 
In the last twenty one (21) years, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has organized seminars throughout the 
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region, in many cases with the cooperation of universities, government institutions, and nongovernmental 
organizations. 

22. Hundreds of journalists, attorneys, members of the Public Prosecutor's Office, university professors, 
judges, and journalism, and law students among others, have attended the training sessions. These are 
offered by staff members of the Office of the Special Rapporteur both in country capitals and in more remote 
regions where there is often no access to information on the guarantees that can be sought to protect the 
right to freedom of thought and expression. 

23. The meetings with those involved open the door for more people to be able to use the inter-American 
human rights system to present their problems and complaints. The seminars also enable the Office of the 
Special Rapporteur to expand its network of contacts. In addition, the workshops and working meetings have 
allowed the Office of the Special Rapporteur to work closely with strategic actors to advance the application 
of international standards in domestic legal systems. 

24. The following is a summary of the principal seminars and workshops held by the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur during 2018. 

Dates / Places Event       Organizers  Observation  

January 23, 
2018, 
Washington, D.C. 

Live news event The Washington Post 

 

Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Edison Lanza 
participated in this event, where they discussed how social 
platforms affect the way in which messages are disseminated 
and reach the public. Moreover, they also discussed the 
challenges to fighting against misinformation and fake news. 

January 25, 
2018, Brussels  

11th International 
Conference on Computers, 
Privacy, and Data Protection 
2018 (CPDP)  

Ȱ4ÈÅ "ÏÄÉÅÓȭ )ÎÔÅÒÎÅÔȱ 

 

Google Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza participated as panelist in the 
ÆÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ Ȱ)ÎÎÏÖÁÔÉÏÎ 
based on data, privacy and national sovereignty in a global 
×ÏÒÌÄȢȱ  

 
February 14 and 
15, 2018, 
Atlanta, Georgia 
USA  

 
International conference: 
Ȱ7ÏÍÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ 
access information: To 
inform women, to change 
ÌÉÖÅÓȢȱ 

 
#ÁÒÔÅÒ #ÅÎÔÅÒȭÓ 'ÌÏÂÁÌ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÏÎ 

Access to Information 

 
Participation of Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza in panel 
Ȱ!ÄÖÁÎÃÉÎÇ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȡ 4ÈÅ 
ÒÏÌÅ ÏÆ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÍÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎÓȢȱ  

February 19, 
2018, Bogotá, 
Colombia  

)!#(2ȭÓ ÃÏÎÓÕÌÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ #ÉÖÉÌ 
Society on the Resolution 
Corruption and Human 
Rights 

IACHR The objective was to receive concrete supplies on the topics 
presented in the conceptual note, for the carrying out of a draft 
resolution which will be presented to the IACHR in the 
framework of its 167th Regular Period of Sessions. Some 
participants: Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights for Central America (OHCHR); Inter-
American Dialogue; University of Los Andes; Carter Center; 
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS); Washington Office for Latin 
America (WOLA); Center for Justice and International Law 
(CEJIL); Due Process Foundation (DPLF), and Freedom House. 

February 20, 
2018, Bogotá, 
Colombia  

Consultation with civil 
society and journalists for 
ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ Ȱ7ÏÍÅÎ ÁÎÄ 
&ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȱ 

 To strengthen the preliminary diagnosis carried out by RFOE 
ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÏÆ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȢ !Ô 
ÔÈÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȭ 
international obligations on this issue, as well as potential 
recommendations to give to Member States and other actors 
involved in this topic. Among the participants, there were some 
civil society representatives: Article 19 Brazil, Reproductive 
Rights Center, Karisma Foundation, CIMAC, Dejusticia, and 
journalists such as Jineth Bedoya and Claudia Julieta Duque.  

February 22 - 
March 2, 2018, 
Bogotá, 
Colombia  

167th Special Period of 
Sessions of the IACHR 

Inter -American Commission on 
Human Rights (IACHR) 

Participation in thematic hearings and meetings with civil 
society, journalists, and government officials.  
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March 5, 2018, 
Lima, Peru  

State advertising and means 
of communication: State 
conference on the impact of 
a blind regulation regarding 
informative liberties  

Press and Society Institute (IPYS) 
and the Peruvian Press Council 

(CPP) 

Participation of the IACHR Special Rapporteur for Freedom of 
%ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȟ %ÄÉÓÏÎ ,ÁÎÚÁȠ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓȭ 
Council (PCM), Mercedez Aráoz; IPYS President, Augusto 
Álvarez Rodrich; the president of the Peruvian Press Council 
(CPP), Bernardo Roca Rey, among others. The Special 
Rapporteur gave a lecture on Inter-American standards 
regarding freedom of expression.  

March 5, 2018, 
Lima, Peru  

Discussion group about the 
right to be forgotten 

Co-organized by the Peruvian 
Press Council, the Inter-American 
Press Society, and Emprende UP 

from Universidad del Pacífico 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza participated as panelist in 
ÐÁÎÅÌ Ȱ%ÕÒÏÐÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÆÏÒÇÏÔÔÅÎȱ 
together with Catalina Botero (University of Los Andes) and 
Walter Gutierrez (Peruvian Ombudsman). The objective was to 
reflect on freedom of expression and its persistence on the 
Internet if removal of data were to be ordered. In addition, they 
analyzed the right to privacy and access to public information.  

March 13, 2018, 
New York, USA 

Ȱ$ÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÂÏÁÒÄȡ 6ÉÏÌÅÎÃÅ 
ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÆÅÍÁÌÅ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȢȱ  

Jointly organized by the 
International Network of 
Journalists with Gender 

Perspective (RIPVG); CIMAC; 
Media and Gender Global Alliance 

(GAMAG). 
 
 
 

Side event at the NGO Forum of the 62nd Period of Sessions of 
the Commission on the Legal and Social Status of Women. 
RFOE Senior Attorney Ona Flores participated as panelist at 
the meeting, where they addressed the issues women face in 
the media.  

March 14, 2018, 
New York, USA 

Ȱ-ÅÄia and information 
technologies: A double-
ÅÄÇÅÄ Ó×ÏÒÄ ÆÏÒ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 
ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓȢȱ 

Reporters without Borders (RSF), 
CPJ, and IWMF 

RFOE Senior Attorney Ona Flores participated in the capacity 
ÏÆ ÅØÐÅÒÔȢ ,ÉËÅ×ÉÓÅȟ ÓÈÅ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ 2&/%ȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ 
the protection of female journalists in the region.  

March 21, 2018, 
Washington, D.C., 
USA 

#ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȡ Ȱ4ÈÅ -ÅÄÉÁ ÁÎÄ 
$ÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÓȱ 

Jointly organized by 
Fundamedios; OAS; The Dialogue; 

IACHR; Colpin, and IPYS 

The aim of the conference is to create a supportive community 
among Hispanic and Latin American journalists. The event 
focused on three thematic areas: Progress and setbacks 
regarding Access to Information; Protection Mechanisms for 
Freedom of Press, and Journalism and the Fight against 
Corruption. Rapporteur Edison Lanza participated in the 
ÃÁÐÁÃÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÉÓÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÎÅÌ Ȱ'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÖȢ *ÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȩ 
)ÍÐÕÎÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȢȱ  

March 22, 2018. 
Washington, D.C., 
USA 

Submission of annual 
reports 2017 of the IACHR 
and IAHR Court.  

IACHR and IAHR Court The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression 
of the IACHR submitted its Annual Report regarding the 
situation of freedom of expression in the continent during 
2017, as part of the Annual Report submitted by the 
Commission tÏ ÔÈÅ /!3ȭ -ÅÍÂÅÒ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȢ 

March 23, 2018. 
Washington D.C. 

 IWPR Attorney Tatiana Teubner conducted via Skype training to 
journalists on the protection mechanisms of the IACHR. 

April 5, 2018, 
Buenos Aires, 
Argentina  

2ÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ !ÒÇÅÎÔÉÎÁȭÓ 
freedom of expression 
agenda  

Argentinian Journalism Forum 
(FOPEA); Center for Studies on 

Freedom of Expression and Access 
to Information (CELE), and the 
)!#(2ȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 
Rapporteur for Freedom of 

Expression 

Edison Lanza, Special Rapporteur, participated as keynote 
speaker during the seminar.  
At the meeting, they discussed critical issues regarding 
!ÒÇÅÎÔÉÎÁȭÓ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÇÅÎÄÁ ÁÎÄ ÁÔ ÒÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ ÌÅÖÅÌ 
at present. Likewise, the meeting addressed the main 
challenges of the digital era. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April  9, 2018, 
Montevideo, 
Uruguay  

Seminar on journalism, 
freedom of expression, and 
human rights - New 
regulatory framework 

Organized by CAinfo with the 
support of UNESCO and PIDC 

At the seminar, they analyzed the new regulatory framework 
relative to journalism, freedom of expression, and human 
rights. Aimed at judges, prosecutors, and journalists, the first 
seminar addressed the issue on the Code of Criminal Procedure 
and guarantees to practice journalism. Special Rapporteur 
Edison Lanza participated as expert together with Jorge Díaz 
(Court Prosecutor and Procurator-General of the Nation), Raúl 
Oxandabarat (Director of the Institutional Communication 
Division of the Supreme Court of Justice) and Marcelo Pesce 
(General Deputy Director of Administrative Services of the 
Judiciary).  
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April 11, 2018, 
Lima, Peru  

&ÏÒÕÍȡ Ȱ$ÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙȟ 
Transparency, and Internet 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÓȱ 

Inter -American Dialogue The Special Rapporteur participated in this high profile forum, 
which aimed at influencing the VIII Summit of the AmericÁÓȭ 
Agenda, regarding the significance of the Internet and Tics in 
the strengthening of democracy. Participants in the capacity of 
lecturers: Edison Lanza (RFOE), Alberto Rodríguez (World 
Bank); Elaine Ford (ISOC Peru); Elizabeth Salazar (Journalist); 
Esmeralda Arosemena (IACHR); Gina Romero (RedLad); Jose 
Ugaz (International Transparency); Magaly Robalino (Unesco 
Peru); Marta Gaba (Electoral Transparency); Michael Camillieri 
(Inter -American Dialogue); Pedro Less (Google); Sebastian 
Grundberger (Konrad Adrenauer Foundation Peru). 
 

April 11, 2018, 
Lima, Peru  

0ÕÂÌÉÃ &ÏÒÕÍ Ȱ0ÒÏÍÏÔÉÎÇ 
further standards on access 
to information and 
transparency in the 
ÅØÔÒÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÓÅÃÔÏÒȱ ɉ6))) 
Summit of the Americas)  

Due Process of Law Foundation, 
DAR and RFOE. 

The Special Rapporteur made a presentation on the project 
about transparency and access to information in extractive 
industries. Participants: Enrique Mendoza Director of the 
National Authority on Transparency and Access to Information 
of Peru and Soledad García Muñoz, Rapporteur (ESCER) 
 

April 11, 2018, 
Lima, Peru  

%ÖÅÎÔ Ȱ/ÐÅÎ ÄÁÔÁȡ 
Democratic Governance 
ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ #ÏÒÒÕÐÔÉÏÎȱȢ 6))) 
Summit of the Americas. 
 

 

Department for Effective Public 
Management of the Secretariat for 

Hemispheric Affairs OAS 

The Special Rapporteur participated in his capacity of speaker 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÐÁÎÅÌ Ȱ/ÐÅÎ ÄÁÔÁ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ 
ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 6))) 3ÕÍÍÉÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Americas. 
 

April 11, 2018, 
Lima, Peru  

Ȱ0ÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )!#(2ȭÓ 
Resolution on Corruption 
and Human 2ÉÇÈÔÓȢȱ 
 

IACHR The Special Rapporteur participated in the launch of IACHR 
resolution on Corruption and Human Right during the VIII 
Summit of the Americas. 

April 11, 2018, 
Lima, Peru  

Ȱ6ÅÎÅÚÕÅÌÁȡ ! ÃÒÉÓÉÓ 
ÉÍÐÁÃÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȱ ɉ6))) 
Summit of the Americas) 

IACHR, Transparency Venezuela 
and the Latin American and 

Caribbean Network for 
Democracy. 

 

The Special Rapporteur attended this event, which aimed at 
analyzing the situation and proposals of Venezuelan 
Organizations in view of the weakness of human rights. 
Corruption and its impact on the country, and the 
establishment of objectives and scopes of international actions 
taken in view of the Venezuelan crisis.  
 
 

April 16, 2018, 
Quito, Ecuador  

International seminar 
Ȱ$ÉÁÌÏÇÕÅ ÏÎ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ 
expression and 
contemporary challenges to 
the training of justice 
ÏÐÅÒÁÔÏÒÓȱ 

Unesco / RFOE The Special Rapporteur participated in the discussion group 
ÁÎÄ ÊÕÄÇÅÓȭ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÁÉÎÅÒÓȭ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
continuous education project for the judicial sector carried out 
by RFOE together with UNESCO. 

April 24, 2018  0ÕÂÌÉÃ ÆÏÒÕÍ Ȱ&ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ 
expression in the Americas: 
Persistent threats and 
ÅÍÅÒÇÉÎÇ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓȢȱ  

RFOE and Reporters Without 
Borders 

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of 
Expression, Reporters without Borders and the Inter-American 
$ÉÁÌÏÇÕÅ ÊÏÉÎÔÌÙ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÅ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ &ÏÒÕÍ Ȱ&ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ 
expression in the Americas: Persistent threats and emerging 
ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓȟȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÉÍÅÄ ÁÔ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ Á ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÆÏÒ 
analyzing persistent threats, emerging challenges, and 
potential solutions to protect freedom of expression in the 
Americas.  

 
April 25 and 26, 
2018, New York, 
USA 

 
Justice Conference for 
Freedom of Expression. 
 

 
Global Freedom of Expression / 

Columbia University 

 
The Special Rapporteur together with Attorney Ona Flores 
ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ #ÏÌÕÍÂÉÁ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȭÓ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ Ȱ*ÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ 
ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȟȱ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÁÓ ÌÅÃÔÕÒÅÒÓ ÉÎ 
the following forums and debates: (Ona Flores) event on 
Ȱ0ÒÉÖÁÔÅ !ÃÔÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ (ÕÍÁÎ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ /ÎÌÉÎÅȱȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÎÁÌÙÚÅÄ 
human rights implications in view of the use of online domains, 
which are private or managed through States or companies. 
(Edison Lanza) He participated as lecturer in the debate 
Ȱ'ÌÏÂÁÌ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓȡ -ÉÌÄ ÄÅÂÁÔÅ ÏÎ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ &/%Ⱦ) ÊÕÒÉÓÐÒÕÄÅÎÔÉÁÌ 
and legal events in 2016-2018: What was the progress? The 
victories? Current and future challenges? 
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May 2 and 3, 
2018  
Accra, Ghana 

%ÖÅÎÔ Ȱ7ÏÒÌÄ 0ÒÅÓÓ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ 
$ÁÙȢȱ 

UNESCO The Special Rapporteur attended different panels aiming at 
discussing topics regarding the challenges to defending 
freedom of expression and the situation of constitutional and 
political guarantees, as well as technological progress and 
development.  
Likewise, it was an opportunity to present the Joint Declaration 
ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁȭÓ ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÖÅÒÓity in the digital era. 
Some of the participants were the United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to 
freedom of opinion and expression, the Representative on 
Freedom of the Media of the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE), the Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression of the Organization of the American 
States (OAS), and the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of 
Expression and Access to Information of the African 
#ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÎ (ÕÍÁÎ ÁÎÄ 0ÅÏÐÌÅÓȭ 2ights (ACHPR). 
 
  
 
 

May 3-12, 2018  
Dominican 
Republic  

168th Special Period of 
Sessions of the Inter-
American Commission on 
Human Rights. 
 

Inter -American Commission on 
Human Rights (IACHR) 

Participation in thematic hearings and meetings with civil 
society, journalists, and government officials.  
 

May 15, 2018, 
Washington, D.C. 

Ȱ#ÏÍÕÎÉÃÁÒȱ &ÏÒÕÍ ÉÎ 
Venezuela: Challenges to 
Freedom of Expression.  

Human Rights Center - Andrés 
Bello Catholic University, RFOE, 

and Public Space 

The Special Rapporteur participated in this forum via Skype, 
during which he disclosed the chapter on Freedom of 
Expression and Thought of the Democratic Institutionality 
Report submitted by the IACHR in February 2018. In addition, 
the practical implications of these violations regarding freedom 
of expression were highlighted.  

May 17-19, 2018  
San Salvador, El 
Salvador  

Roadmap formulation 
workshop for the 
strengthening of reporting 
mechanisms regarding 
ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȭ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ ÉÎ 
Guatemala, Honduras, and El 
Salvador. 

UNESCO Specialist Melissa Cabrera attended the event representing the 
Office of the Special Rapporteur and made comments, 
observations, and suggestions for the Roadmap formulation. 

June 8, 2018,  
Miami, USA 

Ȱ$ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ 
Expression in the Digital 
%ÒÁȱ 

Inter -American Press Society The Special Rapporteur participated in the consultation for the 
preparation of the Declaration on Freedom of Expression in the 
Digital Era of the American Press Society. 

July 29, 2018 
San José de Costa 
Rica, Costa Rica 

3ÅÍÉÎÁÒ Ȱ-ÅÄÉÁ 
concentration, freedom of 
expression, and democratic 
ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎȱ 

OBSERVACOM The Special Rapporteur took part in this seminar, to which he 
sent a video with his presentation.   

August 17, 
Washington, D.C. 

Conference / Certificate of 
Advanced Study in Human 
Rights, Diego Portales 
University  

Diego Portales University The Special Rapporteur held a conference via Skype on the 
situation of freedom of expression in the hemisphere as part of 
the course of studies Certificate of Advanced Study in Human 
Rights of Diego Portales University.  

September 5, 
2018, Mexico, 
Mexico City  

Discussion group: 
 
 Ȱ%ØÐÁÎÄÉÎÇ $ÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ 
Space: Follow-Up 
Perspectives on International 
Recommendations regarding 
&ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȢȱ 

- Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights; 

UNAM, and 
- Office of the Special Rapporteur 

for Freedom of Expression. 

The Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression and the 
United Nations Special Rapporteur submitted a report on Inter-
American standards regarding freedom of expression. They 
discussed relevant topics on the promotion and protection of 
the right to freedom of opinion and expression, and the 
progress and challenges regarding the implementation of this 
ÒÅÐÏÒÔȭÓ ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ  
Participants: Jan Jarab, OHCHR Mexico Representative 
- Edison Lanza, Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression 
of the IACHR 
- $ÁÖÉÄ +ÁÙÅȟ 5.ȭÓ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 
protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression 
(video message) 
- Miguel Ruiz Cabañas. Undersecretary for Multilateral Matters 
and Human Rights  
- Lucía Lagunés Huerta, Member of the Consultative Council of 
the Protection Mechanism and CIMAC's General Director  
- Luís Raúl González, President of the National Commission on 
Human Rights  
- Cinthia Valdez, journalist displaced from Sinaloa   
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September 6, 
2018, Mexico, 
Mexico City  

Ȱ#ÅÒÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÅ ÏÆ !ÄÖÁÎÃÅÄ 
Study in the Inter-American 
3ÙÓÔÅÍȱ (ïÃÔÏÒ &ÉØ-Zamudio  
 
Lecture: Right to freedom of 
expression, admissible 
dimensions and restrictions. 

Legal Research Institute, National 
Autonomous University of Mexico 

in conjunction with the OAS. 

The Special Rapporteur gave a lecture on the right to freedom 
of expression, admissible dimensions and restrictions.  
Among the participants, there were members of civil society 
organizations, students, and government officials interested in 
the topic. 

September 6, 
2018, Mexico, 
Mexico City  

Ȱ#ÅÒÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÅ ÏÆ !ÄÖÁÎÃÅÄ 
Study in the Inter-American 
3ÙÓÔÅÍȱ (ïÃÔÏÒ &ÉØ-Zamudio  
 
Lecture: - Exercise of 
freedom of expression and 
the so-called ȰÆÁËÅ ÎÅ×Óȱ 

Legal Research Institute, National 
Autonomous University of Mexico 

in conjunction with the OAS. 

The Special Rapporteur gave a lecture: 
- Exercise of freedom of expression and the so-ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰÆÁËÅ 
ÎÅ×Óȱ  
Among the participants, there were members of civil society 
organizations, students, and government officials interested in 
the topic. 

September 27, 
2018, Bogotá, 
Colombia  

Event 50 years Law School, 
University of Los Andes; 
Seminar: Freedom of 
Expression and Rule of Law. 
 

University of Los Andes The Special Rapporteur was invited to take part in the seminar 
×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÎÅÌ Ȱ0ÏÐÕÌÉÓÍ ÁÎÄ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȢȱ 3ÏÍÅ 
of the participants of said panel were Catalina Botero, Dean of 
5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ ,ÏÓ !ÎÄÅÓȭ ,Á× 3ÃÈÏÏÌȠ $ÁÎÉÅÌÁ 3ÁÌÁÚÁÒȟ $ÅÐÕÔÙ 
Dean of 3ÁÎ &ÒÁÎÃÉÓÃÏ ÄÅ 1ÕÉÔÏ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȭÓ ,Á× 3ÃÈÏÏÌȠ 
Guilherme Canela, Secretary of the Regional Committee and 
Communication and Information Adviser of UNESCO 
-ÏÎÔÅÖÉÄÅÏȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅȠ #ÁÒÌÏÓ !ÙÁÌÁ #ÏÒÁÏȟ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÏÆ 
Andrés Bello Catholic University, among others.   

September 27, 
2018. 
Washington D.C. 

 Inter -American Committee 
Against Terrorism (CICTE) 

Attorney Tatiana Teubner conducted the workshop on "The 
Right to Privacy: A Look at the Inter-American Human Rights 
Standards" at the Cybersecurity Symposium held in 
Washington, DC. 

September 30 - 
October 5, 2018 - 
Boulder 
Colorado  

169th Special Period of 
Sessions of the Inter-
American Commission on 
Human Rights. 
 

Inter -American Commission on 
Human Rights (IACHR) 

The Special Rapporteur participated in thematic hearings of 
the Office of the Rapporteur on Corruption Crisis in Peru and 
its impact on human rights and freedom of expression and 
reports of criminalization of social activists and journalists in 
Cuba, as well as meetings with civil society, journalists, and 
OAS permanent members.  
 
 October 2-9, 

2018, Brasilia, 
Brazil.  

Electoral Observation 
Mission of the Organization 
of American States 
(EOM/OAS) General 
elections Brazil, first round 
of elections.  

(DECO) Electoral Observation 
Mission of the Organization of 
American States (EOM/OAS) 

Attorney Ona Flores was invited by the Electoral Observation 
Mission of the Organization of American States (EOM/OAS) 
carried out in Brazil for the first round of general elections, in 
her capacity of Expert of the Office of the Special Rapporteur 
for Freedom of Expression, making observations and providing 
ÓÕÐÐÌÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÓÉÔȭÓ ÆÉÎÁÌ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÓÅÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ 
of online disinformation and fake news, access to the media, 
and freedom of expression in the framework of the electoral 
context in Brazil 

October 11 and 
12, 2018, Lima, 
Peru 

Workshop:  
 
Ȱ)ÎÔÅÒ-American standards 
and national legislation on 
access to environmental 
information in the context of 
ÅØÔÒÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÉÅÓȱ 
 

DAR, DPLF, IACHR RFOE. The RFOE organized ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ Ȱ)ÎÔÅÒ-American standards 
and national legislation on access to environmental 
ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔ ÏÆ ÅØÔÒÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÉÅÓȟȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ 
supported by civil society organizations DAR and DPLF, and 
State bodies had great participation during such event. On the 
×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÄÁÙȟ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒ %ÄÉÓÏÎ ,ÁÎÚÁ ÇÁÖÅ 
a presentation about Inter-American standards on freedom of 
expression and State obligations regarding international 
treaties, specially making reference to the most recent Treaty 
of Escazú. In addition, RFOE Expert and Consultant Erika 
#ÁÓÔÒÏ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐÉÃ ÏÆ #ÏÌÏÍÂÉÁȭÓ ÃÏÍÐÌÉÁÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÒÅÅ 
access to environmental information, and SRESCER Expert 
$ÁÎÉÅÌ .ÏÒÏđÁ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄȡ Ȱ!ÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ %3#%2ȭÓ 
guarantee in tÈÅ ÈÅÍÉÓÐÈÅÒÅȢȱ &ÕÒÔÈÅÒÍÏÒÅȟ 2&/% 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔ 
Manager Melissa Cabrera, who was moderator and agenda and 
logistics coordinator during the workshops, has also attended 
the event. 



 

20 

October 15, 
2018, 
Montevideo, 
Uruguay  

Ȱ)ÎÆÏÒÍÁÌ ÃÏÎÓÕÌÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ 
the preparation of regional 
guidelines on 
disinformation, freedom of 
expression, and electoral 
ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓÅÓȱ 

Observacom/Fesur, IACHR RFOE The Office of the Special Rapporteur, counting on the 
participation of Observacom/FESUR, organized this 
consultation in which they receiveÄ ÃÉÖÉÌ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓȭ 
comments on the possibility of presenting an Advisory Opinion 
to the IAHR Court so that it addressed topics on freedom of 
expression on the Internet and the presentation of the 
disinformation project as a result of GA/OAS mandate received 
by the RFOE. Edison Lanza, Special Rapporteur, and Ramiro 
<ÌÖÁÒÅÚȟ ÅØÔÅÒÎÁÌ 2&/%ȭÓ ÃÏÎÓÕÌÔÁÎÔȟ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÅÖÅÎÔȢ 
Other participants of the event:  
Agustina del Campo, CELE Argentina, Eduardo Ferreyra, ADC, 
Argentina, Javier Pallero, Access Now, Regional, Dafne Plou, 
APC, Regional, Iara Moura, Intervozes, Brazil, Erly Guedes, 
Coding Rights, Brazil, Paulo Lara, Art. 19, Brazil, María Paz 
Canales, Digital Rights, Chile, Danya Centeno, R3D, Mexico, 
Daniel Lema, CAinfo, Uruguay, Lucas Silva, Verifica, Uruguay, 
Adriana García, Comprova, Brazil, Gustavo Gómez, 
OBSERVACOM, Regional, Ramiro Álvarez Ugarte, RFOE, 
Guillermo Drapper, Search Seminar Uruguay, María Leoni, 
CEJIL 

October 16, 
2018, 
Montevideo, 
Uruguay  

International conference: RFOE, UNESCO, FESUR, and 
Observacom. 

There was an international conference convened by the Office 
of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the 
Inter -American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), 
5.%3#/ -ÏÎÔÅÖÉÄÅÏȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅȟ &ÒÉÅÄÒÉÃÈ %ÂÅÒÔ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏn in 
Uruguay (FESUR), and OBSERVACOM, sponsored by the 
National Institution on Human Rights. The Special Rapporteur 
for Freedom of Expression Edison Lanza participated as 
lecturer together with Guilherme Canela, UNESCO Information 
and Communication Adviser for South America, and other 
famous national and international panelists. 

October 16 and 
17, 2018, 
Montevideo, 
Uruguay  

Event: 
 
Ȱρπ ÙÅÁÒÓ 5!)0 - URCDP 
)ÎÓÕÒÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ 2ÉÇÈÔÓȱ 
 

Regulatory Unit of Personal Data 
Monitoring and Access to Public 

Information Unit, Paraguay 

The Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was invited to the 10th 
anniversary of UAIP-52#$0 ÂÙ 5ÒÕÇÕÁÙȭÓ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȢ )Î ÔÈÁÔ 
ÃÏÎÔÅØÔȟ ÈÅ ÇÁÖÅ Á ÌÅÃÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÄÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÎÅÌ Ȱ0ÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ 
$ÁÔÁ ÁÎÄ !ÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ 
 
 

October 19 -21, 
Salta, Argentina  

74th General Assembly of 
the Inter-American Press 

Society 
 

Inter American Press Association 
(IAPA) 

The Special Rapporteur participated in the Assembly as 
ÓÐÅÁËÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ$ÉÇÉÔÁÌ $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÐÁÎÅÌ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÅÄ ÓÕÃÈ 
panel regarding fake news.  

October 30, 
2018 . 
Washignton D.C.  

#ÏÎÔÅÓÔ Ȱ!ÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ 
information and 
ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÖÅ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÍȱ 

COLPIN / IACHR RFOE, Press and 
Society Institute IPYS 

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression 
of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) 
and the Press and Society Institute (IPYS) organized the 
ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔ Ȱ!ÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÖÅ 
ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÍȟȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÎÖÅÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÔÉÎ 
American Conference of Investigative Journalism (Colpin-
201ψɊȟ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 5.%3#/ -ÏÎÔÅÖÉÄÅÏȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅȢ 4ÈÅ 
Office of the Special Rapporteur analyzed the journalistic 
works submitted and chose the winners according to the 
criteria established for the contest.  

November, 2018. 
Washignton D.C. 

 IACHR and IPDDH Attorney Tatiana Teubner taught together with the Special 
Rapporteur Edison Lanza Module 9: Production, Access to 
Information and participation in the cycle of public policies, of 
the International Course on Public Policies in Human Rights. in 
November 2018. 
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November 5 and 
6, 2018, 
Asunción, 
Paraguay 

Workshop Ȱ/!3ȭ -ÏÄÅÌ ,Á× 
on Access to Public 
Information φȢτȱ 

/!3ȭ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ,Á× 
Department 

Fellow Federico Legal Aguilar participated in this event as 
representative of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression of the IACHR, in the framework of the 
update of Model Law 2.0, which was a project to be carried out 
by the OAS International Law Department. During the event, 
they discussed the active transparency module and the 
exception regime module. The RFOE suggested including 
specific topics on environment, education, and human rights, 
within the information regime subject to proactive 
dissemination, and it also made some observations on the 
content of some exceptions included in the current text. 

November 6 and 
7, 2018, 
Asunción, 
Paraguay 

24!ȭÓ 86) -ÅÅÔÉÎÇȢ 
 

Transparency and Access to 
Information Network with 
%ÕÒÏÓÏÃÉÁÌȭÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔȢ 

During the assembly, several carried out projects and some 
obtained products were presented; The Office of the Special 
Rapporteur sent Fellow Federico Legal as delegate, who 
participated as an observer. 

 
November 8, 
2018, Asunción, 
Paraguay 

 
National seminar on access 
to public information  
 

 
Ministry of Justice of Paraguay 

Fellow Federico Legal Aguilar participated as listener at the 
national seminar on access to public information, organized by 
0ÁÒÁÇÕÁÙȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅȢ &ÉÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ 2&/% ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ 
met with the coordinator of the inter-institutional table of 
protection to journalists and with some civil society's 
representatives. 
 

November 9, 
2018, Santo 
Domingo, 
Dominican 
Republic  

XIII Inter -American Meeting 
of Electoral Authorities. 

DECO OAS Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza participated as panelist in the 
ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÇÒÏÕÐ Ȱ3ÏÃÉÁÌ ÍÅÄÉÁȡ (Ï× ÔÏ ÁÓÓÕÒÅ data privacy, 
freedom of expression, and fighting against disinformation at 
ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÔÉÍÅȩȱ )Î ÔÈÅ ÆÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 8))) )ÎÔÅÒ-American 
Meeting of Electoral Authorities.  

November 10, 
2018, Bogotá, 
Colombia  

2018 Latin American 
Conference of Investigative 
Journalism  

Colpin, IPYS, Editorial Board, 
Xavierian University, World Bank, 
Nordic Trust Fund, Open Society, 
Konrad Adenauer Stifung, among 

others. 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza traveled to Bogotá in order to 
attend the RFOE prize awarding ceremony in conjunction with 
IPYS. There were awards for the best 3 works on Investigative 
Journalism which exerted the right to Access to Public 
Information.   
 

November 16, 
2018, 
Washington, D.C. 

0ÏÄÃÁÓÔȡ 3ÅÒÉÅÓ Ȱ6ÏÉÃÅÓ ÏÎ 
(ÕÍÁÎ 2ÉÇÈÔÓȱ 

Inter -American Moot Court 
Competition  

Academy on Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Law 

American University 

The Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Edison 
Lanza participated in the recording of the podcast for series 
Ȱ6ÏÉÃÅÓ ÏÎ (ÕÍÁÎ 2ÉÇÈÔÓȱ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÃÃÁÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists. 
 
The Rapporteur provided information about the work the 
Office of the Special Rapporteur has been doing regarding the 
promotion and defense of the right to freedom of expression 
and information, and journaÌÉÓÔÓȭ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÍÉÓÐÈÅÒÅȢ 
Particularly, they discussed the role the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur and the IACHR have had in encouraging 
ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ %ÃÕÁÄÏÒÉÁÎ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȭ 
murders, who were members of Ecuadorian newspapeÒ Ȱ%Ì 
#ÏÍÅÒÃÉÏȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÃÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÉÎ 
the framework of the Special Follow-Up Team (ESE).  
 
 

November 21, 
2018  
Mexico City  

Ȱ)ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 3ÅÍÉÎÁÒ ÏÎ 
Legislative Transparency 
ÁÎÄ /ÐÅÎ 0ÁÒÌÉÁÍÅÎÔ ςπρψȱ 

National Institute of 
Transparency, Access to Public 
Information, and Personal Data 

Protection (INAI) 

The Special Rapporteur gave a lecture on the importance of 
transparency, the right to public information, and open 
parliament. 
  
The Rapporteur also attended the different panels of the 
seminar, in which they discussed various topics, such as 
progress and challenges of Mexican congresses regarding 
legislative transparency, civic participation in the framework 
of Open Parliament, assessment models of parliamentary 
performance, technological development and application for 
legislative openness, among others.  

November 27 
and 28, 2018  
Berlin, Germany  

Workshop: From global to 
local: Hate speech and the 
challenges to the 
commitment regarding 
global online platforms.  

United Nations Office of the 
Special Rapporteur on the 

Promotion and Protection of 
Freedom of Opinion and 

Expression 
 

Law School of the University of 
California 

 
Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development, 

Berlin 

Rapporteur Edison Lanza attended the different panels 
organized at the workshop, where they discussed topics such 
as the role of communication companies regarding the lack of 
regulation in view of hate speech disseminated through online 
platforms in Germany, and the potential bills to regulate the 
said activities affecting the vulnerable population, such as 
migrants.  
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November 29, 
2018  
Berlin, Germany  

7th Annual Freedom Online 
Conference    

Federal Foreign Office 
Cyber Foreign Policy and 

Cybersecurity Office 

Rapporteur Edison Lanza participated in the capacity of 
ÓÐÅÁËÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÎÅÌ Ȱ!ÄÄÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÄÉÓÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÇÉÔÁÌ 
ÅÒÁȢȱ 
This panel discussed the challenges of the disinformation 
phenomenon regarding human rights protection and freedom 
of expression. They highlighted multilateral and regional 
initiatives carried out to address said global phenomenon.  
Particularly, the Rapporteur contributed to the said discussion 
group by means of providing information regarding regional 
perspectives and Inter-American standards on disinformation. 
Furthermore, he explained the work the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur has been doing, together with the OAS 
International Law office and the Electoral Cooperation and 
Observation Department, regarding deliberate disinformation 
in electoral contexts.   

December 3, 
2018  
Washington, D.C. 

Meeting of regional experts 
in  
Access to Information and 
National Security 

Open Society Foundations 
 

IACHR RFOE 

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression 
held a high-profile experts consultation to consider the 
thematic draft report on access to public information and 
ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅȭÓ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÐÌÁÎȢ    
 
All the RFOE team and the experts mentioned below attended 
this consultation:  
 
 - Pablo Contreras Vasquez - Council for Transparency of Chile 
- Fernando García - International Relations Adviser, Council for 
Transparency of Chile 
- Mariana Gatti ɀ Agesic 
- Ezequiel Santagada ɀ Regional Alliance for Freedom of 
Expression and Information  
- Paula Livachky ɀ Director of Justice and Security Area ɀ CELS 
- Joara Marchezini ɀ Article 19  
- Edy Tabora - Director of Freedom of Expression Committee, 
Honduras 
- Luis Fernando García - Executive Director R3D, Mexico 
- Jo-Marie Burt - George Mason University 
- Issa Luna Pla - Academic Secretary - Legal Research Institute 
UNAM 
- José Alberto Barrera Santos ɀ Mirna Mack Foundation 
- Cesar González - International Law Department, OAS 
- Viviana Kristicevick ɀ Executive Director, CEJIL 
- David Lovaton, DPLF 
- Kate Doyle, National Security Archives GWU 
- Tania da Rosa Pirez - Expert Consultant 
- Mariana Mas - OSF-JI 
- Sandra Colliver - OSF-JI 
- Jillian Winkler - OSF-J 
- Marinela Balbi ɀ Ipys Venezuela 
 
 
- Kerry Ann Barret - Officer of Cybersecurity Program CICTE 
- Karen Bozicovich - National Security OAS 
  

December 6, 
2018. 
Washington D.C. 

 IACHR and IPDDH Attorney Tatiana Teubner conducted the workshop on "The 
Right of Access to Public Information in the Inter-American 
Human Rights System" in the Specialization in the Inter-
American System during the 170th Period of Sessions of the 
IACHR. 

December 7, 
2018  
Washington, D.C. 

Training course on Inter-
American and International 
Systems of Human Rights 
Protection for civil society 

American University ɀ College of 
Law 

 
Inter -American Institute on 

Human Rights 
Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights 

 
OAS - IACHR 

Melissa Cabrera, RFOE Project Manager, participated as 
presenter at the SIIDH course for civil society, where she 
ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÅÄ 2&/%ȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
initiatives carried out together with IACHR Office of the 
2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒ ÏÎ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 2ÉÇÈÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÏÎ ÇÅÎÄÅÒ 
perspective and prevention and protection regarding violence 
against women.  

December 7, 
2018  
Washington, D.C. 

Conference on the human 
rights situation in Cuba 

General Secretariat ɀ OAS 
 

Justice Cuba International 
Commission 

The Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza participated as panelist 
ÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÎÅÌ Ȱ#ÒÉÍÉÎÁÌÉÚÉÎÇ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ 
ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ #ÕÂÁȢȱ  
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December 10, 
2018  
Bogotá, 
Colombia  

Second Inter-American 
Forum on Human Rights  

IACHR 
 

IAHR Court 
 

Office of the Attorney General 
(Procuraduría General de la 

 
Nación) - Colombia 

 
OEI 

 
OAS 

 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza participated as panelist in the 
forum where he provided information on the situation of 
human rights defenders, people deprived of liberty, and 
freedom of expression. 

December 12  
Washington, D.C. 

Information booklet  
International and Inter-
American Standards on 
Human Rights Protection for 
Journalists and other 
Communicators 

Human Rights Ministry of Brazil Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza remotely participated in the 
launch of the Information Booklet formulated at the 3rd 
National Meeting of Technical Teams of the Protection 
Program for Human Rights Defenders, Communicators, and 
Environmentalists (PPDDH) organized by the Human Rights 
Ministry of Brazil.  

December 14  
Washington, D.C. 

Interview  Digital Rights Program 
Article 19 Brazil 

Rapporteur Edison Lanza had an interview with Article 19 
Brazil, in which he answered questions on the work he has 
been doing at the Office regarding disinformation in electoral 
contexts and provided information about international 
standards on this topic, in order to contribute to the 
investigation, looking to a publication of this medium on this 
topic. 

5) Working visits and meetings  

25. Below is a summary of the working visits and meetings carried out by the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur in 2018: 

Working visits  
Country  Date / Place Institution  Description  

    Colombia  167th Special 
Period of 
Sessions of the 
IACHR in 
Bogota  

Inter -American Commission 
on Human Rights (IACHR) 

Participation in thematic hearings and meetings with civil society, journalists, and 
government officials.  

Ecuador July 23-27, 
2018 

Official Visit by Special 
Rapporteur Edison Lanza in 
ÔÈÅ ÆÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË ÏÆ Ȱ%3%ȱ 

The Special Rapporteur traveled to Ecuador together with the IACHR to constitute a 
Special Follow-Up Team (ESE) in order to support the investigation of the murders, 
and the search and recovery of the bodies, in the framework of Precautionary 
Measure 309-18, which is currently in force. 

Honduras  July 28 to 
August 4  

On-site visit to Honduras  The Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Edison Lanza and Attorney Ona 
Flores attended the visit on-site to Honduras, where they discussed topics related to 
justice and impunity; violence; inequality; democratic institutionality; the rights of 
children, adolescents and youth; economic, social, cultural and environmental 
rights, and freedom of expression. During such visit, they analyzed the human rights 
situation in the post-electoral context and specially focused on the situation of 
human rights defenders and justice operators, people deprived of liberty including 
adolescents in contact with criminal law, and other groups at particular risk.  
 

Ecuador August 20-24, 
2018  

Official visit to Ecuador in 
order to monitor the 
situation of freedom in the 
country.  

The Special Rapporteur made a visit to Ecuador together with Attorney Tatiana 
Guasti in order to analyze the situation of freedom of expression in that country. 
During the visit, they made preliminary observations and recommendations, which 
were presented at a press conference on August 24, 2018. In addition, they had 
working meetings in Quito and Guayaquil, where they met with journalists, civil 
society representatives, and victims of freedom of expression violations during the 
previous government's term of office. Likewise, they met with President Lenin 
Moreno and other representatives of the Executive and the Judiciary, such as the 
President of the National Court of Justice, Ombudsman, the Ministry of 
Telecommunications, and the Telecommunications Regulation and Control Agency 
(ARCOTEL).  
 



 

24 

Colombia  September 24-
26, 2018, 
Bogotá, 
Colombia  

Official visit to Colombia in 
the framework of ESE  

The Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Edison Lanza made an official 
visit to Colombia in order to follow-ÕÐ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ %ÃÕÁÄÏÒÉÁÎ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȭ ÍÕÒÄÅÒÓȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Special Follow-Up Team (ESE) (Precautionary Measure 309-18), which is currently 
in force. During the visit, they had meetings with the prosecutor in charge of the 
case, the director of the legal medicine institute, the medical team that identified 
the bodies, and the director of GAULA Anti -kidnapping and extortion, which is a 
ÂÏÄÙ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÉÎ ÃÈÁÒÇÅ ÏÆ ÁÄÖÉÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ %ÃÕÁÄÏÒÉÁÎ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÉÄ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȭ 
ËÉÄÎÁÐÐÉÎÇȟ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÏÄÉÅÓ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÅȭÓ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎȢ   
The Rapporteur and FLIP have also had a meeting in Bogota with journalists from 
different media who have investigated and followed the case and the situation at 
the Colombia-Ecuador frontier. 

Brazil  November 5-
12, 2018, 
Brasilia, Sao 
Paulo, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil  

On-site visit to Brazil  Rapporteur Edison Lanza and RFOE Attorney Tatiana Guasti have traveled to 
different Brazilian cities, in the framework of the IACHR visit in loco, invited by the 
State of Brazil on November 29, 2017. The objective was to observe the human 
rights situation in the country. They held meetings with national authorities and 
other authorities from different municipal and state bodies, as well as civil society 
representatives and organizations, social movements and groups, human rights 
defenders, people of African descent, quilombolas, indigenous peoples, peasants, 
people living in poverty, homeless people, leaders of movements defending the 
rights of various groups that have suffered historical discrimination, family 
members of murdered police officers, leaders of the LGBTI movement, and 
inhabitants of favelas, among others. The Office of the Special Rapporteur also held 
meetings with journalists and civil society organizations dedicated to the defense 
and promotion of freedom of expression. The RFOE team participated in the 
preparation of the report on preliminary observations on the visit, regarding the 
standards considered of the mandate, and it also provided supplies.  

Ecuador November 22-
24, 2018, 
Quito, Ecuador  

Second Official Visit to 
Ecuador in the framework of 
ESE  

The Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Edison Lanza and Commissioner 
Esmeralda Arosemena, in her capacity of ESE Rapporteur, made an official visit to 
Ecuador in order to follow-ÕÐ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
investigation of the tÈÒÅÅ %ÃÕÁÄÏÒÉÁÎ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȭ ÍÕÒÄÅÒÓȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Special Follow-Up Team (ESE) (Precautionary Measure 309-18), which is currently 
in force.   
 
During the visit, they held meetings with the State Attorney General, the prosecutor 
in charge of the investigation, the police unit supporting the investigation, and the 
technical team of the Ministry of Interior, among other meetings and activities held 
×ÉÔÈ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÏÄÉÅÓ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÅȭÓ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎȢ   
 
Likewise, they helÄ Á ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÖÉÓÉÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÓȭ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÅØÃÈÁÎÇÅ 
information regarding the findings and progress of the investigation, and the work 
that has been carried out so far by the Office of the Special Rapporteur and the 
IACHR, in the framework of ESE.   

Working meetings  
Date / Place Meeting  Participants   

March 1, 2018, 
Bogotá, Colombia 

 
Transparency Secretariat of Colombia  

Meeting with the Transparency Secretariat of Bogota Presidency to discuss the 
project on access to information and extractive activities that is being carried out 
by RFOE.  
 
 

March 8, 2018, 
Lima, Peru  

Meeting with the Summit 
Implementation Review Group (SIRG). 

Preparatory meeting for the Summit of the Americas held in April 2018. 

March 26 -28, 
2018, 
Washington, D.C., 
USA 

Meeting with the African Commission on 
Human Rights and the UN  

The Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza held meetings with the ACHR Special 
Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Lawrence Murugu Mute, and the United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, 
Agnes Callamard.  
 

April 6, 2018, 
Buenos Aires, 
Argentina  

Meeting at the Foreign Ministry with 
ENACOM and Silvana Giudici. 
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April 11, 2018, 
Lima, Peru  

Working meeting 
Human rights and transparency: 
consolidation of a common agenda 
 

Attorney Ona Flores participated in this meeting, where they discussed and 
addressed topics on socio-environmental transparency in international forums: EITI, 
P10, OGP. Likewise, they discussed and socialized the Regional Study on Transparency 
and Human Rights: The problems of access to information and the work of 
environmental defenders and indigenous people in the region.  
  
 

May 6, 2018  
Santo Domingo, 
Dominican 
Republic  

 
Meeting with Marcos Carmona (CPDH), 
Álvaro Leyva (ANPDH), and Heizel 
Torres (HUMBOLDT) from Nicaragua  

They discussed topics and exchanged information regarding serious human rights 
violations and the serious situation of freedom of expression violations in 
Nicaragua.  

May 7, 2018  
Santo Domingo, 
Dominican 
Republic  

Working meeting with journalists from 
Ȱ$ÉÁÒÉÏ ÄÅ #ÕÂÁȱ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Citizens Committee for Racial 
Integration. 
 
 

-ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÅÒ 5ÒÒÅÊÏÌÁ ÁÎÄ #ÕÂÁÎ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ Ȱ$ÉÁÒÉÏ ÄÅ #ÕÂÁȱ 
Osmel Ramírez Álvarez and Ernesto Carralero Burgos, where they discussed the 
serious situation of freedom of expression in the island. Juan Antonio Madrazo and 
Aimara Peña González from the Citizens Committee for Racial Integration also 
attended this meeting.  
 
 

July 25, Ecuador Meeting at the National Assembly of 
Ecuador 

Meeting to present the observations and recommendations of the report prepared 
by the Office of the Special Rapporteur regarding the reform proposal for the 
Communications Law in Ecuador. The Rapporteur met with different governmental 
bodies and jurists to discuss each item of the Inter-American standards on human 
rights and freedom of expression, among other topics, so that they are considered 
within the bill debate.      

September 5, 
2018, Mexico City  

Meeting of the civil society Articulation 
Group on the recommendations of the 
final report of the consultation with the 
IACHR Special Rapporteur for Freedom 
of Expression.  

The Special Rapporteur held a working meeting with Mexican Civil Society 
/ÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÓÉÔȭÓ ÆÉÎÁÌ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÁÎÄ discuss 
the progress of the implementation of recommendations by the authorities. 
Participants: 
- Adriana Ramírez, CIMAC, Aleida Calleja, Amedi, Ana Ruelas, Article19, Andrés 
Díaz, Código-DH, Avexnim Goytí, Cultural Survival, Balbina Flores, Reporters 
wit hout Borders, Bia´ni Madsa, Cultural Survival, Danya Centeno, R3D, Irina 
Vásquez, AMARC Mx, Itzia Miravete, Article19, Jan Albert Hootsen, CPJ, Justine 
Dupuy, Fundar, Luis Fernando García, R3D, Manuel Celaá, OSC Forum, Mario 
Hurtado, Civic Proposal, Mark Camp, Cultural Survival, Maru Chávez, Cultural 
3ÕÒÖÉÖÁÌȟ .ÁÎÃÙ 4ÏÒÒÅÓȟ 0ÁÕÌÉÎÁ #ÁÓÔÁđÏȟ &ÕÎÄÁÒȟ 3ÁÍÁÎÔÈÁ 0ÜÅÚȟ Ȱ0ÅÒÉÏÄÉÓÔÁÓ ÄÅ Á 
0ÉÅȟȱ 3ÁÒÁ -ÅÎÄÉÏÌÁȟ #ÉÖÉÃ 0ÒÏÐÏÓÁÌȟ 3ÅÒÇÉÏ &ÅÒÒÅÒȟ 4ÌÁÃÈÉÎÏÌÌÁÎȟ 3ÏÆþÁ ÄÅ 2ÏÂÉÎÁȟ 
ProDH Center 

October 3, 2018, 
Boulder, 
Colorado, USA 

169th Special Period of Sessions of the 
Inter -American Commission on Human 
Rights.  
 

Working meeting held in the framework of the Special Follow-Up Team (ESE), 
Precautionary Measure 309-ρψȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÉÎ ÆÏÒÃÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÓȭ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȟ 
the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Edison Lanza, and Commissioner 
Esmeralda Arosemena attended this meeting. They discussed the progress and 
challenges presented by the Colombian State in the investigation of the three 
%ÃÕÁÄÏÒÉÁÎ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȭ ÍÕÒÄers at the Ecuador-Colombia frontier.  
 

October 3, 2018, 
Boulder, 
Colorado, USA 

 
169th Special Period of Sessions of the 
Inter -American Commission on Human 
Rights. 
 

Working meeting held in the framework of the Special Follow-Up Team (ESE), 
Precautionary Measure 309-ρψȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÉÎ ÆÏÒÃÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÓȭ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȟ 
the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Edison Lanza, and Commissioner 
Esmeralda Arosemena attended this meeting. They discussed the progress and 
challenges presented by the Ecuadorian State in the investigation of the three 
%ÃÕÁÄÏÒÉÁÎ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȭ ÍÕÒÄÅÒÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ %ÃÕÁÄÏÒ-Colombia frontier.  

October 4, 2018, 
Boulder, 
Colorado, USA 

169th Special Period of Sessions of the 
Inter -American Commission on Human 
Rights. 
 
 

Meeting with the Inter-American Association for Environmental Defense (AIDA) 
and several organizations that defend the environment and human rights. During 
the meeting, Rapporteur Edison Lanza received information and supplies to be 
considered within the debate of the hearing on the use of hydraulic fracturing 
(fracking) and human rights violations against communities ,and environmental 
and territorial defenders, given that, within the impacts this activity might cause, 
there is a lack of awareness on the right to information. 

October 20, 2018, 
Salta, Argentina  

Google  Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with Eleonora Rabinovich from Google and Madhav 
Chinnapa, Director of Strategic Relations with European Media and Policy Expert.   
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December 1, 2018  
Washington, D.C.  

Working meeting Transitional Justice in 
Cuba  
 
170th Special Period of Sessions of the 
Inter -American Commission on Human 
Rights.  
 

Rapporteur Edison Lanza attended the meeting where they discussed theoretical 
outlines of the Transitional Justice concept, and they presented relevant 
Transitional Justice experiences for the Cuban case debate. Likewise, they presented 
socio-political characteristics of the Cuban historical process, progress and 
challenges to Cuban openness, and the applicability of Transitional Justice 
mÅÃÈÁÎÉÓÍÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔȢ   

December 4, 2018  
Washington  

170th Special Period of Sessions of the 
Inter -American Commission on Human 
Rights.  
 

Working meeting held in the framework of the Special Follow-Up Team (ESE), 
Precautionary Measure 309-18ȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÉÎ ÆÏÒÃÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÓȭ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȟ ÔÈÅ 
Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Edison Lanza, Commissioner 
Esmeralda Arosemena, and Precautionary Measures Team Coordinator Jorge Meza 
attended this meeting. They discussed the progress and challenges presented by the 
#ÏÌÏÍÂÉÁÎ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ %ÃÕÁÄÏÒÉÁÎ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȭ ÍÕÒÄÅÒÓ ÁÔ 
the Ecuador-Colombia frontier.  
 

December 4, 2018  
Washington  

 
170th Special Period of Sessions of the 
Inter -American Commission on Human 
Rights. 
 

Working meeting held in the framework of the Special Follow-Up Team (ESE), 
Precautionary Measure 309-ρψȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÉÎ ÆÏÒÃÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÓȭ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȟ ÔÈÅ 
Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Edison Lanza, Commissioner 
Esmeralda Arosemena, and Precautionary Measures Coordinator Jorge Meza 
attended this meeting. They discussed the progress and challenges presented by the 
%ÃÕÁÄÏÒÉÁÎ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ %ÃÕÁÄÏÒÉÁÎ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȭ ÍÕÒÄÅÒÓ ÁÔ 
the Ecuador-Colombia frontier.  

December 5, 2018  
Washington  

170th Special Period of Sessions of the 
Inter -American Commission on Human 
Rights. 
 

Rapporteur Edison Lanza and Tatiana Guasti attended this working meeting upon 
the request of the Regional Alliance for Freedom of Expression and Information, in 
order to discuss the situation of freedom of expression in Cuba and exchange 
information and collect supplies for the Alliance, RFOE and the IACHR, regarding the 
reports in progress on the said country. 

December 5, 2018  
Washington, D.C. 

170th Special Period of Sessions of the 
Inter -American Commission on Human 
Rights. 
 

Rapporteur Edison Lanza and Fellow Federico Legal attended a working meeting 
convened by Vilma Núñez, President of the Nicaraguan Human Rights Center-
CENIDH, to discuss the serious situation of human rights violations faced by 
journalist and the media in the said country, and the problem regarding serious 
restrictions, repressions, and obstructions against freedom of expression and the 
exercise of the right to protest.     

December 6, 2018, 
Washington, D.C. 

170th Special Period of Sessions of the 
Inter -American Commission on Human 
Rights. 
 
 

Working meeting with Fundamedios Bolivia and other civil society organizations, 
during which they discussed relevant topics related to the situation of freedom of 
expression in Bolivia. 

December 6, 2018, 
Washington, D.C. 

CEJIL Rapporteur Edison Lanza attended a meeting with the members of the International 
Coalition of Human Rights Bodies in the Americas, in the framework of the 170th 
IACHR Special Period of Sessions. 

6) Annual Report and Development of Expert Knowledge 

26. One of the main tasks of the Office of the Special Rapporteur is the preparation of the annual report 
on the state of freedom of expression in the hemisphere. Every year, this report analyzes the state of 
enjoyment of the right to freedom of expression in the States of the hemisphere, which includes noting the 
main threats to the exercise of the right to freedom of expression and the progress that has been made in this 
area. 

27. Besides its annual reports, the Office of the Special Rapporteur periodically produces specific reports 
on particular countries. For example, it has prepared and published special reports on the situation regarding 
the right to freedom of expression in Paraguay (2001), Panama (2003), Haiti (2003), Guatemala (2004), 
Venezuela (2004), Colombia (2005), Honduras (2009, 2010 and 2015), Venezuela (2009 and 2010), Mexico 
(2010 and 2015), and Chile (2017). 

28. In June 2018, the Office of the Special Rapporteur and the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the 
ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎ ÉÓÓÕÅÄ Á ÊÏÉÎÔ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÏÎ Ȱ&ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ 
ÉÎ -ÅØÉÃÏȢȱ8 &ÕÒÔÈÅÒÍÏÒÅȟ ÔÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒ ÉÓÓÕÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ȰAccess to public information 

                                                                    
8 IACHR. Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of IACHR and the United Nations Special Rapporteur on 

the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression on their mission to Mexico. June 19, 2018.   

http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/reports/mujer/Internacional%20day%20AIP%20and%20Women/Documento%20Acceso%20a%20la%20informaci%C3%B3n%20-%20Final%20(con%20conclusiones%20y%20recomendaciones)_ENGLISH.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/2018_06_18_CIDH-UN_FINAL_MX_report_ENG.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/2018_06_18_CIDH-UN_FINAL_MX_report_ENG.pdf
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on violence and discrimination against women: progress and challenges in the Americasȱ9 as a follow-up to 
ÒÅÐÏÒÔ Ȱ!ÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȟ 6ÉÏÌÅÎÃÅ !ÇÁÉÎÓÔ 7ÏÍÅÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÓȱ 
issued by the IACHR in 2015. Likewise, during 2018, the Office of the Special Rapporteur finalized two special 
ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓȡ Ȱ3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ #ÕÂÁȱȠ Ȱ7ÏÍÅÎ *ÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ 
Freedom of Expression. Discrimination and gender-based violence faced by women journalists in the exercise 
of their profession.ȱ 

7) Special Statements and Declarations 

29. Through the daily monitoring of the state of freedom of expression in the regionɂconducted by 
means of an extensive network of contacts and sourcesɂthe Office of the Special Rapporteur issues 
statements such as press releases, reports, and opinions on specific cases or situations that are relevant to the 
exercise of this fundamental right. Press releases issued by the Office of the Special Rapporteur receive wide 
coverage and constitute one of its most important work mechanisms. 

30. The Office of the Special Rapporteur receives many emails, which mainly refer to alerts, press 
releases, requests for information, and queries on freedom of expression in the region. Likewise, a small 
group of the emails refers to formal requests to the IACHR Individual Case System, and another group refers 
ÔÏ ÔÏÐÉÃÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅȭÓ ÊÕÒÉÓÄÉÃÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒ ÒÅÖÉÅ×Óȟ ÆÉÌÔÅÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ 
classifies the information received to establish the actions to be taken. 

31. In addition, since its creation the Office of the Special Rapporteur has participated in the drafting of 
joint declarations with the other regional rapporteurs and the UN rapporteur for freedom of expression. 
These joint statements are generally signed by the UN Special Rapporteur; the Representative on Freedom of 
the Media of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE); the Special Rapporteur of the 
OAS, and the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information of the African 
#ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÎ (ÕÍÁÎ ÁÎÄ 0ÅÏÐÌÅÓȭ 2ÉÇÈÔÓȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÒÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ ÉÎ ÎÁÔÕÒÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ 
signed by the Rapporteurs for the UN and the OAS. 

32. Joint statements constitute an important tool for the work of the Office of the Special Rapporteur. In 
previous years, these statements have covered different topics related to freedom of expression, according to 
context and time.10 

33. On May 2, freedom of expression experts from the UN, OSCE, IACHR, and African Commission on 
Human Rights issued their 2018 Joint Declaration at an event held in Accra, Ghana. The Declaration covers 
ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÔÈÒÅÁÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁȭÓ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÔÈÒÅÁÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÁÆÅÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÇÁÌȟ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌȟ 
technological, and economic threats, and the measures States shall adopt in order to face them. 

34. The Declaration was signed by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the promotion and 
protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, David Kaye; the Representative on Freedom of 
the Media of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), Harlem Desir; the Special 
Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the Organization of the American States (OAS), Edison Lanza, and 
the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information of the African Commission on 
(ÕÍÁÎ ÁÎÄ 0ÅÏÐÌÅÓȭ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ ɉ!#(02Ɋȟ ,Á×ÒÅÎÃÅ -ÕÔÅȢ 

35. During 2018, the Office of the Special Rapporteur issued different press releases to raise awareness 
on facts related to freedom of thought and expression. These statements highlight especially worrying facts 
and the best local practices, and explain the respective regional standards. Press releases issued during 2018 
can be seen in the webpage of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the IACHR.11  

Country  Topics  Number  Title  Place / 
Date 

                                                                    
9 IACHR. Access to public information on violence and discrimination against women: Progress and challenges in the Americas. 

2018. 

10 Available at: http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docListCat.asp?catID=16&lID=     

11 Available at: http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/art ListCat.asp?year=&countryID=&lID=1&catID=1  

http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/reports/mujer/Internacional%20day%20AIP%20and%20Women/Documento%20Acceso%20a%20la%20informaci%C3%B3n%20-%20Final%20(con%20conclusiones%20y%20recomendaciones)_ENGLISH.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/reports/mujer/Internacional%20day%20AIP%20and%20Women/Documento%20Acceso%20a%20la%20informaci%C3%B3n%20-%20Final%20(con%20conclusiones%20y%20recomendaciones)_ENGLISH.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/reports/mujer/Internacional%20day%20AIP%20and%20Women/Documento%20Acceso%20a%20la%20informaci%C3%B3n%20-%20Final%20(con%20conclusiones%20y%20recomendaciones)_ENGLISH.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docListCat.asp?catID=16&lID=
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/artListCat.asp?year=&countryID=&lID=1&catID=1
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Guatemala Violence against journalists and impunity R19/18 Office of the Special Rapporteur condemns 
murder of two journalists in Guatemala, 
urges State to investigate fully and 
implement protection mechanism 

Washington, 
D.C. 
February 5, 
2018 

Mexico  Violence against journalists and impunity R28/18 Office of the Special Rapporteur condemns 
murder of citizen journalist in Mexico, 
urges authorities to investigate 
relationship to publications and punish 
perpetrator s 

Washington, 
D.C. 
February 
14, 2018 

Regional  Promotion R57/18 Office of the Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression of the IACHR 
presents its 2017 Annual Report 

Washington, 
D.C. March 
23, 2018 

Regional  Access to Information and National Security R67/18  Office of the Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression launches a 
questionnaire for the preparation of the 
thematic report on the right to access to 
public information and national security in 
the Americas 

Washington, 
D.C. March 
28, 2018 

Haiti  Violence against journalists R71/18 Office of the Special Rapporteur expresses 
its extreme concern over the 
disappearance of journalist Vladjimir 
Legagneur in Haiti, and urges the 
authorities to take necessary measures to 
determine his whereabouts 

Washington, 
D.C. March 
29, 2018 

Regional  Promotion  R72/18 Office of the Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression launches 
multimedia website on the Inter-American 
standards for a free, open, and inclusive 
internet  

Washington, 
D.C. April 2, 
2018 

Colombia and Ecuador Violence against journalists R76/18 The Office of the Special Rapporteur of the 
IACHR expresses extreme concern over the 
situation of the journalists kidnapped in 
the border between Ecuador and Colombia, 
and calls on both States to coordinate 
efforts to guarantee their release 

Washington, 
D.C. April 3, 
2018 

Regional  Promotion R78/18 New registration record in the course 
"International Legal Framework of 
Freedom of Expression, Access to Public 
Information and Protection of Journalists" 

Washington, 
D.C. April 4, 
2018 

Cuba Criminalization of freedom of expression  R82/18 The IACHR publishes merit report in case 
related to the criminalization of political 
opinion and deliberation in Cuba 

Washington, 
D.C. April 
11, 2018 

Mexico Regulation / Freedom of Expression Safeguards R89/18 Mexico: Mexico: Human rights experts call 
for media independence to be safeguarded 
in new government advertising bill 

Washington, 
D.C. April 
24, 2018 

Regional  Promotion R93/18 Joint Declaration on Media Independence 
and Diversity in the Digital Age 

Washington, 
D.C. May 2, 
2018 

Guatemala Violence against journalists R95/18 Office of the Special Rapporteur condemns 
murder of journalist in Guatemala and 
urges to investigate the relation to his 
journalistic activity  

Washington, 
D.C. May 4, 
2018 

Regional  Promotion R98/18 Office of the Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression invites to 
consultation on access to information, 
violence against women, and the 
administration of justice in the Americas 

Washington, 
D.C. May 9, 
2018 

Mexico Violence against journalists R115/18 The Special Rapporteur condemns murder 
of journalist in Mexico and urged to 
investigate relationship with his 
journalistic activity  

Washington, 
D.C. May 24, 
2018 
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Mexico Violence against journalists R125/18 Office of the Special Rapporteur condemns 
the murder of journalists in Mexico and 
notes with concern the situation of 
violence against media workers 

Washington, 
D.C. June 1, 
2018 

Brazil  Violence against journalists R140/18 Office of the Special Rapporteur condemns 
the killing of journalist in Brazil  

Washington, 
D.C. June 29, 
2018 

United States Violence against journalists R143/18 Office of the Special Rapporteur of the 
IACHR expresses alarm and condemns 
mass shooting inside Capital Gazette 
newsroom in the United States 

Washington, 
D.C. July 2, 
2018 

Mexico Violence against journalists R149/18 Office of the Special Rapporteur condemns 
the murder of another journalist in Mexico 
and urges to investigate the relationship to 
his journalistic activity  

Washington, 
D.C. July 11, 
2018 

Peru Violence against journalists R151/18 Office of the Special Rapporteur Expresses 
Concern over Measures Forcing Journalists 
in Peru to reveal their sources and 
materials 

Washington, 
D.C. July 12, 
2018 

Cuba  R152/18 The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
Expresses Concern over Criminal 
Convictions for desacato laws in Cuba 

Washington, 
D.C. July 17, 
2018 

United States Freedom of Press R170/18 Trump attacks on the media violate basic 
norms of press freedom, human rights 
experts say 

Washington, 
D.C. August 
2, 2018 

Mexico Violence against journalists R173/18 Office of the Special Rapporteur Condemns 
two new murders of journalists in Mexico 
and urges the State to implement 
recommendations 

Washington, 
D.C. August 
7, 2018 

Ecuador Promotion R188/18 Office of the Special Rapporteur concludes 
its visit to Ecuador and presents its 
preliminary observations and 
recommendations on freedom of 
expression in the country 

Washington, 
D.C. August 
24, 2018 

Brazil  Violence against journalists R191/18 The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
condemns the murder of a Journalist in 
Brazil and urges the authorities to 
Investigate Connection to Journalistic 
Activity  

Washington, 
D.C. August 
28, 2018 

Nicaragua Freedom of Expression / Violence against Journalists R201/18 Office of the Special Rapporteur condemns 
attacks, political pressure, and indirect 
censorship against journalists and the 
media in Nicaragua  

Washington, 
D.C. 
September 
8, 2018 

Mexico Freedom of Expression / Violence against Journalists R212/18 Office of the Special Rapporteur Condemns 
Murder of Journalist in Mexico and Urges 
to Redouble Efforts to Prevent Violence 
against Journalists 

Washington, 
D.C. 
September 
27, 2018 

Regional  Promotion R214/18 On the International Day of Access to 
public information, the IACHR's Special 
Rapporteur for freedom of expression 
evaluates: 
The compliance of State obligations 
ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ Ȱ!ÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÖÉÏÌÅÎÃÅ 
against women and the administration of 
ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅȱ 

Washington, 
D.C. 
September 
28, 2018 

Nicaragua Freedom of Expression / Violence against Journalists R222/18 IACHR and Office of the Special Rapporteur 
for Freedom of Expression express deep 
concern over decision to declare protests 
illegal in Nicaragua 

Washington, 
D.C. October 
9, 2018 

Paraguay Violence against journalists R228/18 Committee of Experts and the Office of the 
Special Rapporteur of the IACHR express 
their concern over the threats against 
journalist Noelia Díaz Esquivel 

Washington, 
D.C. October 
30  
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Regional  Announcement N/A  Office of the Special Rapporteur announces 
×ÉÎÎÅÒ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔ Ȱ!ÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ 
ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÖÅ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÍȱ 
and highlights journalism's use of access to 
information  

Washington, 
D.C. October 
30, 2018 

Nicaragua Restrictions to means of communication R231/18 The Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights and its Office of the Special 
Rapporteur express great concern over 
.ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁÎ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÎÅ× ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔ ÔÏ 
ÉÍÐÏÓÅ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ Ȱρππ Ϸ .ÏÔÉÃÉÁÓȱ 46 
channel 

Washington, 
D.C. October 
31, 2018 

Mexico Violence against journalists R236/18 RFOE and Experts call Mexico to ensure 
continued and sufficient funding for the 
Protection Mechanism for Human Rights 
Defenders and Journalists 

Washington, 
D.C. 
November 
2, 2018 

Regional  Announcement N/A  Nominations open for 5th edition of online 
course: International Legal Framework of 
Freedom of Expression, Access to Public 
Information and Protection of Journalists 

Washington, 
D.C. 
November 
30, 2018 

Mexico Violence against journalists R263/18 Office of the Special Rapporteur Condemns 
Murder of Journalists in Mexico and Calls 
on New Government to Redouble Efforts to 
Prevent Violence against Journalists 

Washington, 
D.C. 
December 
13, 2018 

Nicaragua Violence against journalists R267/18 Experts on freedom of expression of the 
UN and the Inter-American System 
condemn attacks and threats against 
journalists and the media in Nicaragua 

Washington, 
D.C. 
December 
14, 2018 

Regional  Announcement N/A  Public consultation: Disinformation in 
electoral contexts 

Washington, 
D.C. 
December 
17, 2018 

c. Funding  

36. The Office of the Special Rapporteur would like to express very special thanks for the contributions it 
has received from OAS Member States, observer countries, and international cooperation agencies. In 2018, 
the Office of the Rapporteur calls attention to the projects that have been carried out satisfactorily thanks to 
the financial contributions made by the States of Costa Rica, France, Kingdom of the Netherlands, the United 
States of America, Uruguay, as well as the Swedish Agency for International Development Cooperation, the 
Swiss Confederation, Open Society Foundations, and the National Endowment for Democracy (NED), Ford 
Foundation, Freedom House and Google Inc. This funding has allowed the Office of the Special Rapporteur to 
fulfill its mandate and continue its work of promoting and defending the right to freedom of expression. Once 
the OAS has released the official figures on the resources received and executed by this office, they will be 
published in the audited financial statements available on the webpage of the organization.12 

                                                                    
12 All the financial information is available for consultation at OAS web page, section External Audit Reports: OAS Board of External 

Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2013. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 
2013 and 2012. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 62-64; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2012. Annual Audit 
of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2012 and 2011. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 75-77; OAS Board of 
External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2011. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended 
December 31, 2011 and 2010. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 79-81; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 
2010. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2010 and 2009. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 
79-81; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2009. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for 
the years ended December 31, 2009 and 2008. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 71-73; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the 
Permanent Council 2008. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2008 and 2007. Section 
II. Specific funds. Pp 73-74; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2007. Annual Audit of Accounts and 
Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2007 and 2006. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 85-86; OAS Board of External 
Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2006. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 
2006 and 2005. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 73; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2005. Annual Audit of 
Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2005 and 2004. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 63-64; OAS Board of 
External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2004. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended 
December 31, 2004 and 2003. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 41-42; Board of External Auditors. General Secretariat OAS. Report to the 
Permanent Council 2003. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2003 and 2002. Section 

 

http://www.oas.org/en/saf/accountability/external_audit.asp
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d. Staff 

37. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has worked under the coordination of the Special Rapporteur, 
with a team of two or three lawyers who are experts in subjects related to freedom of expression, a journalist 
in charge of monitoring the situation of freedom of expression in the region, and a person who performs 
administrative assistance tasks. Since July of 2009, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has had a person in 
charge of managing projects and mobilizing resources. Any additional resources that have been obtained 
have served to provide greater stability and better working conditions for the members of this team. The 
Office of the Special Rapporteur has also benefited from the presence of interns who have been an essential 
part of the team. During 2018, in the capacity of interns, Natalia Peña (Colombia) and Sara Martins (Brazil) 
collaborated in a constructive and enthusiastic manner to their work at the Office of the Special Rapporteur. 
In 2018, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has also counted on the participation of Fellow Federico Legal 
Aguilar (Paraguay) (Fellowship Orlando Sierra, 2018). 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           

II. Specific funds. Pp 41-42; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2002. Annual Audit of Accounts and 
Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2002 and 2001. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 53; OAS Board of External Auditors. 
Report to the Permanent Council 2001. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2001 and 
2000. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 52; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2000. Annual Audit of Accounts 
and Financial Statements December 31, 2000 and 1999. Section II. Specific funds. Annex 4. Page 4.  





 

33 
 

CHAPTER II: EVALUATION OF THE STATE OF FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION IN THE HEMISPHERE 

Introduction and Methodology  

1. This chapter describes some of the most important aspects of the situation of freedom of expression 
in the hemisphere during 2018. Its objective is to foster a constructive dialogue with the Member States of the 
OAS, calling attention to the reported advances as well as the problems and challenges that have required 
action during this year. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has confidence in the will of the OAS Member 
States to promote resolutely the right to freedom of expression and, to that end, publicizes their best 
practices, reports some serious problems observed, and offers viable and practical recommendations rooted 
in the Declaration of Principles. 

2. As in previous annual reports, this chapter notes those aspects of the right to freedom of expression 
that most merit attention and that have been reported to the Office of the Special Rapporteur during the year. 
Following the methodology of previous annual reports, this chapter is based on information received by the 
Office of the Special Rapporteur from various States, intergovernmental and non-governmental sources. The 
Office of the Special Rapporteur takes particular interest in the information provided by States, presented 
during the hearings held by the IACHR, submitted by non-governmental organizations in the region and 
contained in alerts sent by media outlets and media workers. In all cases, the information is contrasted and 
verified. The Office presents only that information which it thinks will help the States identify worrisome 
problems or tendencies that could eventually cause irreparable effects if not addressed. 

3. The information in this report is presented in an orderly and systematic manner that takes note of 
the advances, setbacks, and challenges regarding various aspects of the exercise of the right to freedom of 
expression. Thus, this chapter includes progress made in legal, administrative or legislative matters, as well 
as the most serious problems that arose throughout the year. The latter include murders, threats and attacks 
against journalists exercising their profession; subsequent findings of disproportionate liability; and progress 
toward as well as challenges to the right of access to information, among others. 

4. The cases selected in each topic serve as examples in relation to the respect and exercise of freedom 
of expression. Sources are cited in all cases. In the majority of cases, the Office of the Special Rapporteur 
identifies the direct source, citing the address of the corresponding Web site. When the information is not 
published directly by the source, the report cites the date the Office of the Special Rapporteur received the 
information in its electronic mailbox. This report does not include information submitted to the Office of the 
Special Rapporteur through requests for precautionary measures, or other information which has not yet 
been made public. 

5. In preparing this chapter of its 2018 Annual Report, the Office of the Special Rapporteur generally 
took into account information received until December 15, 2018. Information regarding incidents that 
occurred after the date the 2018 Annual Report went to press is available in the press release section of the 
websites of the Office of the Special Rapporteur (http://www.oas.org/en/ iachr/expression/index.asp) and 
the IACHR (http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/index.asp ). 

6. Finally, the Office of the Special Rapporteur acknowledges the collaboration of the OAS Member 
States and the civil society organizations that, following existing practice, contributed information about the 
situation of the exercise of freedom of expression in the hemisphere. As it does every year, the Office of the 
Special Rapporteur encourages the continuation of such practice, which are indispensable to the value of 
future reports. 

http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/index.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/index.asp
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1. ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 

A. Freedom of expression in electoral contexts  

7. On March 21, the anticipated general elections to elect a new government took place. On this date, the 
Labor Party, to which Prime Minister Gaston Browne belongs, obtained fifteen of seventeen seats in 
Parliament.1 According to the preliminary reports of the electoral missions that covered the election day, "the 
voters could cast their vote without intimidation or harassment,"2 "the elections were held in a peaceful 
environment and in accordance with the laws of the country"; no acts of violence were recorded; however, 
there is a "lack of transparency and responsibility regarding the financing of the campaigns."3  

8. The Office of the Special Rapporteur received information on legal actions initiated for defamation 
among political actors, despite the fact that the 2015 Defamation Act repealed the penalty and guaranteed 
that with the regulation of the defamation complaint "[it] does not place unreasonable limits on freedom of 
expression and, in particular, on the publication and discussion of topics of public interest and importance.ȱ4 
For example, on January 22, Rep. Wilmoth Daniel would have sued Prime Minister Gaston Browne for 
defamation. The latter would have publicly stated in a parliamentary session that the Representative set fire 
to several buildings with the intention of obtaining money from an insurer. The Representative would have 
sent a letter by which he would have demanded an apology. Although the prime minister would have 
apologized, the Representative would have considered it insufficient and, consequently, would have filed the 
suit5. 

9. On the other hand, in February, the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court would have empowered Prime 
Minister Gaston Browne to sue a member of the United Progressive Party (UPP), Damani. Tabor, for alleged 
defamation committed in 2017; the defendant, would have appealed the decision6. Also, according to 
available information, the UPP candidate, Chester Hughes, had threatened to sue the Labor Party candidate, 
!ÓÏÔ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌȟ ÉÎ ÃÁÓÅ ÈÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÁÐÏÌÏÇÉÚÅ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌÅÇÅÄ ÄÅÆÁÍÁÔÏÒÙ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÍÁÄÅ ÁÔ Á ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ7. 

10. The Inter-American Court has also established, as regards possible civil liability, that civil judgments 
in freedom of expression cases must be strictly proportionate so as not to have an inhibitory effect on that 
ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍȟ ÁÓ ȰÔÈÅ ÆÅÁÒ ÏÆ Á ÃÉÖÉÌ ÐÅÎÁÌÔÙȟ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÉÍ ɍȣɎ ÆÏÒ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÓÔÅÅÐ ÃÉÖÉÌ ÒÅÐÁÒÁÔÉÏÎȟ may be, in 
any case, equally or more intimidating and inhibiting for the exercise of freedom of expression than a criminal 
punishment, since it has the potential to attain the personal and family life of an individual who accuses a 
public official, with the evident and very negative result of self-censorship both in the affected party and in 
ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÁËÅÎ ÂÙ Á ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌȢȱ8 

11. 4ÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒ ÒÅÃÁÌÌÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰɍÅɎÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÉÇÈÔÌÙ ÌÉÎËÅÄ ÔÏ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ 
expression and information as it is essential for citizens to have as much information as possible to make a 
decision in casting their votes. Accordingly, free circulation of facts, ideas, and opinions is crucial. 
Unquestionably, the most common way for citiÚÅÎÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÔÏ ÉÎÆÏÒÍ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁȢȱ9 

B. Subsequent liabilities  

12. According to the information available, the head of the government's scholarship program, Maurice 
Merchant, had instructed his legal representative to initiate legal actions for defamation against Crusader 

                                                                    
1 Caribbean Elections. March 21, 2018. Antigua and Barbuda General Election Results. 

2 Caricom. March 22, 2018. Preliminary Statement - CARICOM Election Observation Mission, Antigua/Barbuda. 

3 The Commonwealth. Antigua and Barbuda 2018 General Election. Interim Statement. March 22, 2018. 

4 Antigua and Barbuda Laws. The Defamation Act. April 23, 2015.  

5 The Daily Observer. January 27, 2018. Ȭ0ÉÔÂÕÌÌȭ ÇÏÅÓ ÁÆÔÅÒ Ȭ7ÏÒÌÄ "ÏÓÓȭ ÆÏÒ ÄÅÆÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ; Antigua Observer. February 11, 2018. An 
opposition MP threatens to sue the PM. 

6 Antigua Chronicle. February 15, 2018. Prime Minister Gaston Browne moves forward with defamation suit against upp senator and 
observer radio; The Daily Observer. February 16, 2018. Tabor to appeal defamation ruling. 

7 The Daily Observer. March 16, 2018. Asot Michael threatened with lawsuit over remarks; The Daily Observer. March 15, 2018. UPP 
political hopeful demands apology from labour party MP. 

8 I/A Court H.R. Case of Tristán Donoso v. Panama. Preliminary Exception, Merits, Reparations and Costs. Judgment of January 27, 
2009. Series C No. 193. Para.129. 

9 IACHR. Annual Report 2005. Annual Report of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Chapter VI Freedom 
of Expression and the Electoral Process: The Case of Opinion Polls and Exit Polls. OEA/Ser.L/V/II.124 Doc. 77 February, 2006. Para. 2. 

http://www.caribbeanelections.com/ag/elections/ag_results_2018.asp
https://caricom.org/media-center/communications/press-releases/preliminary-statement-caricom-election-observation-mission-antigua-barbuda
http://thecommonwealth.org/sites/default/files/inline/Antigua%20and%20Barbuda%20Interim%20Statement%20FINAL.pdf
http://laws.gov.ag/acts/2015/a2015-7.pdf
https://antiguaobserver.com/pitbull-goes-after-world-boss-for-defamation/
https://antiguaobserver.com/an-opposition-mp-threatens-to-sue-the-pm/
https://antiguaobserver.com/an-opposition-mp-threatens-to-sue-the-pm/
https://antiguachronicle.net/prime-minister-gaston-browne-moves-forward-with-defamation-suit-against-upp-senator-and-observer-radio/
https://antiguachronicle.net/prime-minister-gaston-browne-moves-forward-with-defamation-suit-against-upp-senator-and-observer-radio/
https://antiguaobserver.com/tabor-to-appeal-defamation-ruling/
https://antiguaobserver.com/asot-michael-threatened-with-lawsuit-over-remarks/
https://antiguaobserver.com/upp-political-hopeful-demands-apology-from-labour-party-mp/
https://antiguaobserver.com/upp-political-hopeful-demands-apology-from-labour-party-mp/
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/reports/annual/LE2005%20ENG.pdf
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Radio in relation to a story that, according to the affected party, suggests fraudulent activities related to 
scholarship funds. The radio station reported on allegations of financial irregularities that would have been 
made public in a court testimony10. 

13. 4ÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒ ÒÅÃÁÌÌÓ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱthe expression of statements, information and 
opinions regarding matters of public interest, the State and its institutions enjoy greater protection under the 
American Convention on Human Rights. This means that the State must refrain more rigorously from placing 
limitations on these forms of expression, and that State entities and officials, as well as those who aspire to 
hold government positions, must have a higher threshold of tolerance in the face of criticism because of the 
public nature of their duties. In a democratic society, given the importance of monitoring the conduct of 
public affairs through opinion, there is a narrower margin for any restriction of political debate or discourse 
on matters of public interest.ȱ11 

C. Legal reform  

14. According to the public information available, would be under study a draft amendment to several 
articles of 2013 Electronic Crimes law. The bill would seek to amend provisions on the interpretation of the 
definition of "child pornography"; on "sending offensive message through communication services; on 
"violation of privacy"; among other articles. According to the "explanatory memorandum" published, the bill 
seeks to amend some articles based on a decision of the High Court in which it was interpreted that some 
provisions of the aforementioned law were broad and left open the possibility to a restriction on freedom of 
expression12. 

15. In the 2011 joint declaration on freedom of expression and the internet, the UN, OSCE, IACHR and 
ACHPR Special Rapporteurs ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰɍÇɎÉÖÉÎÇ ÅÆÆÅÃÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÍÐÏÓÅÓ ÁÎ 
obligation on States to promote universal access to the Internet. Access to the Internet is also necessary to 
promote respect for other rights, such as the rights to education, health care and work, the right to assembly 
ÁÎÄ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÆÒÅÅ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓȢȱ13 

D. Access to public information  

16. According to available information, various public institutions would have violated the law on access 
to public information, the 2004 Freedom Information Act. In this context, according to information published 
in the media, on January 10, representatives of the United Progressive Party (UPP) would have made at least 
ten requests for information to various state entities with the purpose that they provide information of public 
interest14.  

17. 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ τ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÎ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰɍÁɎÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ 
information held by the state is a fundamental right of every individual. States have the obligation to 
guarantee the full exercise of this right. This principle allows only exceptional limitations that must be 
previously established by law in case of a real and imminent danger that threatens national security in 
ÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÉÅÓȢȱ 

                                                                    
10 Antigua Observer. October 24, 2018. ,ÅÇÁÌ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÒÅÁÔÅÎÅÄ ÏÖÅÒ ȬÆÁÌÓÅȭ ÎÅ×Ó ÒÅÐÏÒÔ; St. Lucia Times. October 24, 2018. Antigua: 

,ÅÇÁÌ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÒÅÁÔÅÎÅÄ ÏÖÅÒ ȬÆÁÌÓÅȭ ÎÅ×Ó ÒÅÐÏÒÔ; Antigua News Room. October 24, 2018. Merchant Threatens To Sue Over Scholarship 
Fraud Allegations. 

11 IACHR. Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Inter -American Legal Framework of the Right to Freedom of 
Expression OEA/Ser.L/V/II CIDH/RELE/INF. 2/09. December 30, 2009. Para. 36. 

12 Antigua and Barbuda. Ministry of Justice and Legal Affairs. Electronic Crimes Amendment Bill 2018; Antigua and Barbuda Laws. 
Electronic Crimes Amendment Bill 2018. 

13 The United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Opinion and Expression, the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) Representative on Freedom of the Media, the Organization of American States (OAS) Special Rapporteur on 
Freedom of Expression ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÎ (ÕÍÁÎ ÁÎÄ 0ÅÏÐÌÅÓȭ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ ɉ!#(02Ɋ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒ ÏÎ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ 
Expression and Access to Information. June 1, 2011. Joint Declaration on Freedom of Expression and the Internet. 

14 Antigua Chronicle. January 17, 2018. 500 ÅÍÐÌÏÙÓ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ !ÃÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÃÕÒÅ ȬÁÎÓ×ÅÒÓȭ ÏÎ 0ÏÒÔ !ÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙ 3ÃÁÎÄÁÌ; The 
Daily Observer. January 18, 2018. FOIA requests on 10 state officials.  

https://antiguaobserver.com/legal-action-threatened-over-false-news-report/
https://stluciatimes.com/2018/10/24/antigua-legal-action-threatened-over-false-news-report/
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2. ARGENTINA 

18. During 2018, the Office of the Special Rapporteur followed up the situation of freedom of expression 
in Argentina, especially focusing on the situation of public and community media, ongoing merging processes 
regarding media and telecommunications companies and their impact on informative pluralism, as well as 
regarding attacks and assault against journalists. In relation to the use of force during protests, this Office 
highlights the judicial decisions through which it was possible to identify and punish officials investigated for 
police abuse during protests, as well as other decisions protecting the right to practice journalism and the 
non-disclosure of information sources. The Office recognizes the progress of the Access to Public Information 
and Data Protection Agency at the Federal Executive level on the implementation of the Access to Public 
Information Act and the protection of public interest information, but it promotes making progress in other 
State branches. In relation to the protection of freedom of expression in the internet, the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur notes with concern a series of court orders seeking to block internet sites and applications, based 
on the claims of allegedly affected sectors, and asks for the reconsideration of the treatment of the draft on 
ÉÎÔÅÒÍÅÄÉÁÒÉÅÓȭ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓȢ 

A. Progress 

19. The Office of the Special Rapporteur received information related to a series of court decisions 
adopted by different courts on issues of freedom of expression, social protests, attacks against journalists, and 
the dissemination of public interest information on the internet. In this sense, according to the information 
published, the National Supreme Court of Justice, on December 26, 2017, decided on the repeal of a 
punishment against the Argentinian Gay Community (CHA) for alleged attacks committed by unidentified 
individuals against a person at a public concert in the framework of a campaign. The Judiciary informed that 
for the Supreme Court the orgÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ȰÆÏÒ ÉÔÓ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÉÎÇ ÎÁÔÕÒÅȟ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÁÆÆÅÃÔ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ 
expression and the right to ÁÓÓÅÍÂÌÙȢȱ As reported by the Judiciary, ȰÁ ÒÕÌÅ ÉÍÐÏÓÉÎÇ ÂÕÒÄÅÎÓÏÍÅ ÏÂÌÉÇÁÔÉÏÎÓ 
in the events organized in open spaces for the free expression of ideas might have restricting consequences 
on those constitutional rights; especially when the people aiming at expressing themselves belong to 
ÅØÃÌÕÄÅÄȟ ÖÕÌÎÅÒÁÂÌÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÔÅÄ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÇÒÏÕÐÓȢȱ15 

20. On March 2, the II Courtroom of the National Federal Criminal and Correctional Chamber ȰÃÏÎÆÉÒÍÅÄ 
the prosecution and pre-ÔÒÉÁÌ ÄÅÔÅÎÔÉÏÎȱ ÏÆ Á ÐÏÌÉÃÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÅÒ ×ÈÏ ȰÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÅÄ ÈÉÓ ÍÏÔÏÒÂÉËÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 
aim of rolling over a young man who was lying on the floor after hÁÖÉÎÇ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÈÏÔ ÁÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÒÕÂÂÅÒ ÂÕÌÌÅÔÓȢȱ 
,ÉËÅ×ÉÓÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÓÅÃÕÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÁÎ ÁÇÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ȰÁÂÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÐÏ×ÅÒȱ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍÅÄ  because Ȱ[he] repeatedly sprayed 
dissuasive gas and also hit a person on the back with his truncheon who was passively standing on the 
sidewaÌË ÎÅÁÒÂÙ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓȢȱ16 Both prosecutions refer to the use of police force during social protests in front 
of Congress on December 18, 2017. 

21. According to the information available, on February 8, Judge Osvaldo Rappa absolved the 20 people 
who had been arrestÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 0ÏÌÉÃÅ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ςπρχ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔ ÆÏÒ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ $ÁÙȟ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ψ-Ȣ 
4ÈÅ ÍÁÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÎÏ ȰÃÏÎÖÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÅÌÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÁÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÌÉÎËȱ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÒÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÔÈÅ ÃÒÉÍÅÓ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 0ÏÌÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ 0ÒÏÓÅÃÕÔÏÒȭÓ /ffice. Even though all detainees were released 
ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÒÅÓÔȟ ÔÈÅ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ 0ÒÏÓÅÃÕÔÏÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÅÄ Á ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌ ÃÁÓÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÌÌÅÇÅÄ ÃÒÉÍÅÓ ÏÆ 
undermining of the authority, disobedience, minor injuries, and aggravated damage.17 

22. In the law enforcement of justice area, according to the information available, on March 8, the Fourth 
Crime Chamber of Córdoba sentenced Julio César Suárez, Former Chief of Córdoba Police, to two years and 
two months of conditional imprisonment for the crime of coercion in the framework of the journalistic 
ÃÏÖÅÒÁÇÅȢ $ÕÒÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ Ȱ*ÕÓÔÉÃÉÁ ,ÅÇþÔÉÍÁȱ ÏÎ #ÈÁÎÎÅÌ ρπȟ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔ ÈÁÄ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÅÄ Á ÐÏÌÉÃÅ 
operation carried out as a response to ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎÓȭ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÓ ÆÏÒ Á ÙÏÕÎÇ ÍÁÎȭÓ ÍÕÒÄÅÒ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÂÙ Ô×Ï 

                                                                    
15 República Argentina. Corte Suprema de Justicia de la Nación. Centro de Información Judicial. December 27, 2017. La Corte dejó sin 

efecto la condena a la Comunidad Homosexual Argentina por los daños sufridos por una persona en un recital gratuito, organizado por dicha 
asociación en el marco de una campaña de interés general. 

16 República Argentina. Corte Suprema de Justicia de la Nación. Centro de Información Judicial. March 2, 2018. La Cámara Federal 
confirmó el procesamiento y prisión preventiva del policía Dante Barisone por lesiones graves. 

17 CELS. February 14, 2018. El Poder Judicial ratificó que las detenciones del 8m fueron al voleo; Tiempo ar. February 13, 2018. La 
Justicia sobreseyó a las 15 mujeres y 5 hombres detenidos el 8M de 2017.  

https://www.cij.gov.ar/nota-28998-La-Corte-dej--sin-efecto-la-condena-a-la-Comunidad-Homosexual-Argentina-por-los-da-os-sufridos-por-una-persona-en-un-recital-gratuito--organizado-por-dicha-asociaci-n-en-el-marco-de-una-campa-a-de-inter-s-general.html
https://www.cij.gov.ar/nota-28998-La-Corte-dej--sin-efecto-la-condena-a-la-Comunidad-Homosexual-Argentina-por-los-da-os-sufridos-por-una-persona-en-un-recital-gratuito--organizado-por-dicha-asociaci-n-en-el-marco-de-una-campa-a-de-inter-s-general.html
https://www.cij.gov.ar/nota-28998-La-Corte-dej--sin-efecto-la-condena-a-la-Comunidad-Homosexual-Argentina-por-los-da-os-sufridos-por-una-persona-en-un-recital-gratuito--organizado-por-dicha-asociaci-n-en-el-marco-de-una-campa-a-de-inter-s-general.html
https://www.cij.gov.ar/nota-29315-La-C-mara-Federal-confirm--el-procesamiento-y-prisi-n-preventiva-del-polic-a-Dante-Barisone-por-lesiones-graves.html
https://www.cij.gov.ar/nota-29315-La-C-mara-Federal-confirm--el-procesamiento-y-prisi-n-preventiva-del-polic-a-Dante-Barisone-por-lesiones-graves.html
https://www.cels.org.ar/web/2018/02/el-poder-judicial-ratifico-que-las-detenciones-del-8m-fueron-al-voleo/
https://www.tiempoar.com.ar/articulo/view/74506-la-justicia-sobreseyo-a-las-15-mujeres-y-5-hombres-detenidos-el-8m-de-2017
https://www.tiempoar.com.ar/articulo/view/74506-la-justicia-sobreseyo-a-las-15-mujeres-y-5-hombres-detenidos-el-8m-de-2017
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police officers in 2014.18 One group of legislators of the House of Representatives submitted a draft resolution 
ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ȰÓÁÔÉÓÆÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÊÕÄÉÃÉÁÌ ÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÐÕÎÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÃÏÅÒÃÉÏÎ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÆÏÒÍÅÒ 
Provincial Police Chief, with the aim of preserving freedom of expression and the professional duties of Dante 
Leguizamón, Radio and TV Journalist from the National University of CórdobaȢȱ19 

23. On April 12, the Public Prosecution Service informed ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ Procurator Fiscal before the National 
Supreme Court of Justice, Víctor Abramovich, ruled ɂin the framework of a complaint filed by Cecilia Pando 
against Barcelona magazineɂthat a publication issued by the said graphical medium is protected by the right 
to freedom of expression and that it does not exceed tÈÅ ÓÃÏÐÅ ÏÆ ÁÎ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÍÁÔÔÅÒȢȱ 
!ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ×ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄȟ ȰÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÅ ×ÁÓ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÅÄ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ Á ÓÁÔÉÒÉÃÁÌ ÂÁÃË ÏÆ Á ÍÁÇÁÚÉÎÅ ÓÈÏ×ÉÎÇ Á 
ÐÈÏÔÏ ÍÏÎÔÁÇÅ ÏÆ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÔÉÅÄ ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÒÏÐÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÄ 0ÁÎÄÏȭÓ ÆÁÃÅȟ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÁÐpened in 
2010, when the women and relatives of the military soldiers arrested for alleged crimes against humanity 
were tied up to the bars of the Libertador Building ɂwhere there are located the headquarters of the General 
Staff of the Army and the MinistrÙ ÏÆ $ÅÆÅÎÓÅȢȱ Ȱ0ÒÏÃÕÒÁÔÏÒ &ÉÓÃÁÌ !ÂÒÁÍÏÖÉÃÈ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ 
motivated the event as a public interest matter and considered that it was a protest carried out in the public 
space that expresses the questioning by a group of people to criminal proceedings for crimes against 
humanity committed during the last military coup.20ȱ 

24. /Î !ÐÒÉÌ ρχȟ Ȱthe National Federal Criminal and Correctional Chamber confirmed the stay of Public 
Prosecutor Carlos Stornelli and Journalist Carlos Pagni in a case for violatÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÓÅÃÒÅÃÙ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ Ȭ2þÏ 4ÕÒÂÉÏȭ 
ÐÒÏÃÅÅÄÉÎÇÓȢȱ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ×ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄȟ ȰÂÏÔÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌÅÇÅÄ ÌÅÁËÁÇÅ ÁÎÄ 
dissemination of information linked to the detention and deprivation of privilege requests regarding Julio De 
Vido (amoÎÇ ÏÔÈÅÒÓɊ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÅȢȱ Likewise, the judicial decision considered ÔÈÁÔ ȰÁÍÏÎÇ the essential aspects 
of freedom of press, as a recognized practice right granted by the National Constitution and hierarchical 
international treaties, there are included the free access to information sources, the possibility of picking up 
ÎÅ×Óȟ ÄÉÓÓÅÍÉÎÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍȟ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÁÂÌÙ ÓÁÆÅÇÕÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÕÒÃÅȭÓ ÐÒÉÖÁÃÙȢȱ21 

25. /Î 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ τȟ Ȱthe Supreme Court ruled that in order to dismiss a worker carrying out guild claims 
in favor of his or her co-workers, the company shall prove that the dismissal is not carried out as a means of 
ÒÅÔÁÌÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÕÎÉÏÎ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÓÍȢȱ According to what was published, ȰÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÄ by his co-workers, and before 
the National Ministry  of Labor, the Directorate of Labor Inspection, and the trade union, the worker  requested 
to hold elections to union representatives. In this context, he was suspended by the company due to alleged 
lack of punctuality, he questioned the punishment and he was later dismissed on the basis that his conduct 
was aggravating. The worker  then filed a complaint of discriminatory  dismissal for union ÒÅÁÓÏÎÓȢȱ 
Previously, the action had been rejected by the Justice Court of Catamarca Province.22  

B. Attacks, threats, and intimidation against journal ists and the media  

26. According to the information published by different media, threats and harassment situations against 
several journalists for matters related to their professional duties were registered during 2018.23 The Office 

                                                                    
18 Carlos Paz VIVO. March 8, 2018. Por amenazas, condenaron a prisión a un ex Jefe de la Policía de Córdoba; La Voz. March 8, 2018. 

Condenan al exjefe de policía Suárez por coacción al periodista Dante Leguizamón; FOPEA. March 8, 2018. Condenan a exjefe policial de 
Córdoba por amenazas a periodista.  

19 República Argentina. Cámara de Diputados. 1592-D-2018. April 3, 2018. 

20 República Argentina. Ministerio Público Fiscal. April 12, 2018. Dictaminan que la sátira política se encuentra amparada por el 
derecho a la libertad de expresión. 

21 República Argentina. Corte Suprema de Justicia de la Nación. Centro de Información Judicial. April 17, 2018. La Cámara Federal 
confirmó el sobreseimiento del fiscal Carlos Stornelli y del periodista Carlos Pagni en un caso pÏÒ ÖÉÏÌÁÃÉĕÎ ÄÅ ÓÅÃÒÅÔÏÓ ÅÎ ÌÁ ÃÁÕÓÁ Ȱ2þÏ 
4ÕÒÂÉÏȱ. 

22 República Argentina. Corte Suprema de Justicia de la Nación. Centro de Información Judicial. September 4, 2018. La Corte 
Suprema resolvió que para despedir a un trabajador que hace reclamos gremiales en favor de sus compañeros la empresa debe demostrar 
que el despido no es una represalia por ese activismo sindical; Perfil. September 5, 2018. La Corte Suprema le dio un guiño a los 
trabajadores. 

23 Clarín. March 12, 2018. Otra vez, Guillermo Moreno agredió a Eduardo Feinmann y lo desafió a pelear; Ámbito. March 12, 2018. 
Moreno se cruzó con un periodista y lo desafió a pelear; FOPEA. December 6, 2017. Fopea se solidariza con el periodista Alberto Arce y pide 
que se garantice su seguridad; El Diario. December 7, 2017. Ataque a piedrazos y amenazas en la casa del periodista Alberto Arce; La Voz. 
August 17, 2018. Periodista que golpeó accidentalmente a Cristina Fernández denunció que está siendo amenazada; Clarín. August 16, 
2018. Una periodista golpeó por accidente a Cristina Kirchner y la amenazaron: Ȱ,Á ÅÓÔÏÙ ÐÁÓÁÎÄÏ ÍÁÌȱ; FOPEA. July 5, 2018. FOPEA 
repudia el ataque a un equipo periodístico en Rosario; Fundación Led. Amenazan a periodista de Canal 5 de Rosario; FOPEA. September 19, 
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of the Special Rapporteur was concerned about the information indicating that public workers and political 
ÐÁÒÔÉÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌÅÇÅÄÌÙ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÁÔÔÁÃËÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȭ ÄÕÔÉÅÓȢ /Î -ÁÙ ωȟ *ÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔ .ÉÃÏÌÜÓ 
Wiñazki, from TN Channel, was attacked and slurred by a group of political activists nearby the legislative 
ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇȟ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÃÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ Á ÃÏÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȭ ÔÁÒÉÆÆÓ ÄÅÂÁÔÅȢ24 Regarding this 
situation, a group of legislators of the House of Representatives passed a draft resolution expressing their 
ȰÒÅÊÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÒÂÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÁÔÔÁÃËÓȟ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÔÈÒÅÁÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔÅÄ ÔÈÅÆÔ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔȢȱ25 

27. &ÕÒÔÈÅÒÍÏÒÅȟ ÏÎ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ρςȟ *ÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔ .ÏÒÍÁ $ÅÖÅÃÃÈÉȟ ÆÒÏÍ Ȱ%Ì 4ÅÒÒÉÔÏÒÉÏȱ ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒ ÏÆ 
Misiones Province, filed a criminal complaint aÇÁÉÎÓÔ 0ÕÅÒÔÏ )ÇÕÁÚĭ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ -ÁÙÏÒȟ #ÌÁÕÄÉÏ &ÉÌÉÐÐÁȟ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÈÅ 
made discrediting comments and encouraged a group of political activists to inflict sexual violence on her. 
The assault committed by the mayor took place after she had published an article about an investigation 
conducted by AFIP (Federal Administration of Public Revenues) on the utilization of inauthentic bills by 
0ÕÅÒÔÏ )ÇÕÁÚĭȭÓ ÍÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌÉÔÙȢ26 

28. The Office of the Special Rapporteur received information indicating that on May 26, Photographer 
Roque Azcurraire was allegedly attacked in a violent manner and arbitrarily arrested at his home by the 
Coastguard, after he had complained to the police about the attack against one of his relatives in the 
ÆÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÁÎ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ Ȱ6ÉÌÌÁ ςρ-ςτȱ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏd in Buenos Aires. The police officers of the federal 
ÆÏÒÃÅÓ ÁÌÌÅÇÅÄÌÙ ÁÒÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÅÒȟ ÆÒÏÍ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÍÅÄÉÕÍ Ȱ,Á ÇÁÒÇÁÎÔÁ ÐÏÄÅÒÏÓÁȟȱ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ 
attempted to film the moment they entered their home and took his equipment, beat him up, and slurred him 
and then took him to the police station together with his brother-in-law Juan Pablo Mónaco. Both of them 
ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄÌÙ ÓÔÁÙÅÄ ÉÎ ÊÁÉÌ ÆÏÒ Ô×Ï ÄÁÙÓ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÁÎ ÁÌÌÅÇÅÄ ȰÁÔÔÅÍÐÔÅÄ ÔÈÅÆÔȢȱ27 !ÆÔÅÒ Ȱ,Á ÇÁÒÇÁÎÔÁ ÐÏÄÅÒÏÓÁȱ ÈÁÄ 
publicly reported the events, Minister Patricia Bullrich supported the actions carried out by the federal 
security forces during a press conference of June 8. On June 11, a group of legislators of the House of 
2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÐÁÓÓÅÄ Á ÄÒÁÆÔ ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÉÎÇ Á ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ȰÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÃusations against popular 
ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ Ȭ,Á 0ÏÄÅÒÏÓÁȭȱ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÄÅÒÁÌ ÁÒÍÅÄ ÆÏÒÃÅÓȭ ÇÒÏÕÐ 
ȰÒÅÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÏÌÅÎÔ ÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÙ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÕÔÁÌ ÁÒÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ 0ÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÅÒ 2ÏÑÕÅ 
Azcurraire and his brother-in-ÌÁ× 0ÁÂÌÏȟ ÁÔ ÈÉÓ ÈÏÍÅȢȱ28 

29. Pursuant to the powers established in Article 41 of the American Convention on Human Rights, on 
August 14, the Office of the Special Rapporteur sent to the State of Argentina a letter requesting information 
on the reported episode. According to the information provided by the State, the problem started after that 
two individuals attacked a Coastguard soldier while they were traveling by bus. The said attack culminated in 
a clash among several soldiers, who had intervened to defend the attacked soldier, and some citizens at the 
ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄȟ ×ÈÏ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÅÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÁÌÌÅÇÅÄ ÁÔÔÁÃËÅÒÓȭ ÁÒÒÅÓÔȢ )Î ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄÄÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÃÏÎÆÌÉÃÔȟȱ ÔÈÅ 
photographer, his sister, and his brother-in-law were arrested. According to the Stateȟ ȰÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅ 
ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÌÌÅÇÅÄ ÉÎÖÁÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ -ÒȢ 2ÏÑÕÅ -ÁÎÕÅÌ !ÚÃÕÒÒÁÉÒÅȭÓ ÈÏÍÅ ÏÒ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÂÊÅÃÔ ÏÆ 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           

2018. Fopea rechaza las amenazas sufridas por el periodista Federico Tolchinsky; FOPEA. October 11, 2018. FOPEA condena atentado 
contra periodista riojano; Fundación Led. October 22, 2018. Preocupación por afiches intimidatorios contra el periodista Luis Majul en la 
ciudad de Buenos Aires; Infobae. October 22, 2018. Adepa condenó y calificó de "ataque intimidatorio" los afiches dirigidos al periodista Luis 
Majul; La Nación. October 22, 2018. Adepa condenó y calificó de "ataque intimidatorio" los afiches dirigidos al periodista Luis Majul; El 
Independiente. October 10, 2018. El locutor Enrique Nicolini denunció el incendio de su camioneta; La Nación. September 21, 2018. 
Amenazan a un periodista por una investigación. 

24 La Nación. May 9, 2018. Agredieron a Nicolás Wiñazki a la salida del Congreso; ADEPA. May 10, 2018. Enérgica condena de Adepa a 
las agresiones y amenazas a Nicolás Wiñazki. 

25 República Argentina. Cámara de Diputados. 2767-D-2018. May 10, 2018. 

26 FOPEA. November 12, 2018. Fopea ante las agresiones de un intendente a una periodista; Infobae. November 12, 2018. "Siento 
vergüenza": el malestar de la periodista agredida por el intendente de Puerto Iguazú; Perfil. El vergonzoso audio del intendente de Puerto 
Iguazú contra una periodista. 

27 The journalist's sister was also allegedly detained and released hours later. The Court ordered the dismissal of Azcurraire and 
Monaco having identified no individual responsibilities. See: Reporters Without Borders (RSF). May 30, 2018. Police attack and arrest 
photographer in Buenos Aires; Página 12. May 27, 2018. Detuvieron a un fotógrafo de La Garganta Poderosa y a su hermana; Tiempoar. 
May 28, 2017. Fue liberado el fotógrafo detenido ilegalmente por la Prefectura; Resumen Latinoamericano. May 28, 2018. Argentina/ 
Liberaron a Pablo y al fotógrafo Roque de La Garganta Poderosa, Villa 21: Ȱ./3 4/2452!2/.ȟ /42! 6%:ȱ; La Poderosa. May 27, 2018. 
Estamos detenidos ahora mismo por la Prefectura; La Poderosa. May 28, 2018. Nos torturaron otra vez.  

28 República Argentina. Cámara de Diputados. 3607-D-2018. June 11, 2018. 
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an action carried out against him by the staff in charge of this Ministry of Security, in his character of 
graphical journÁÌÉÓÔ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÄÕÔÙȢȱ29  

30. Furthermore, according to a complaint filed by the Office of the Special Rapporteur, in the said letter, 
this Office requested information from the Argentinian State about a series of threat and harassment acts 
committed against communicators of community radio station FM ALAS from El Bolsón city, Río Negro 
Province, in the wake of their coverage on environmental and territorial conflicts.30 These facts were 
allegedly reported to the Police Station No. 12 from El Bolsón. Regarding this, the State indicated that it had 
ÎÏÔ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÊÕÄÉÃÉÁÌ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÓ ÏÒ ÍÁÔÔÅÒÓ ÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ÉÎ ÆÁÖÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 
communicators and that, if the complaint was filed in a police station of the city, the matter might become 
external to the competence of the Ministry of Security.31  

31. 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ ω ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )!#(2ȭÓ $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÎ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔȡ ȰɍÔɎÈÅ 
murder, kidnapping, intimidation of and/or threats to social communicators, as well as the material 
destruction of communications media violate the fundamental rights of individuals and strongly restrict 
freedom of expression. It is the duty of the state to prevent and investigate such occurrences, to punish their 
perpetrators and to ensure that victimÓ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÄÕÅ ÃÏÍÐÅÎÓÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ 

C. Social protest  

32. According to the information gathered by the Office of the Special Rapporteur and the complaints 
filed by human rights organizations to the IACHR, during 2018, the Police allegedly carried out excessive use 
of force actions in the framework of social protests.32 The complaints refer to the use of rubber bullets and 
tear gas which causes injuries and damage, in some serious cases, to several demonstrators and journalists 
covering the events. Journalists, camera people, photographers were allegedly attacked in spite of having 
been identified as press workers. Likewise, according to the complaints, the practice of detaining protesters 
and subjecting them to judicial proceedings continued. 

33. During a hearing on the situation about the right to protest in Argentina, carried out on March 2, 
2018 in Colombia, during the 167th Period of Sessions of the IACHR,33 the participating civil organizations 
stated that during 2017, intimidating messages from government officials were intensified against 
demonstrators. Likewise, they expressed their concern for the violent actions carried out by security forces 
intervening in demonstrations and by some decisions made by the Judiciary, which are restrictive regarding 
the right to protest. 4ÈÅÙ ÁÓÓÕÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 0ÏÌÉÃÅ ÍÁËÅ Á ȰÒÅÁÓÏÎÁÂÌÅ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÖÉÏÌÅÎÃÅȱ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÓ 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ȰÃÒÕÅÌÔÙȱ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ÏÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔÓȢ 4ÈÅ 
ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌÌÙ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅ Á ȰÄÅÔÅÒÉÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔȟȱ ÁÎÄ 
ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ȰÄÉÓÃÕÒÓÉÖÅ ÁÒÇÕÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÍÁÒËÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÃÒÅÄÉÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȱ 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÕÎÄÅÒÍÉÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÖÅÎÉÎÇ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓȢȱ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÌÓÏ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÃË ÏÆ ȰÄÉÁÌÏÇÕÅ ÍÅÁÎÓȱ ÁÎÄ 
requested the State to enable those instances to avoid conflicts during the protests.  

34. In the framework of the powers established in Article 41 of the American Convention on Human 
Rights, the Office of the Special Rapporteur requested information to the State on the police action during the 
$ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÅØÉÓÔÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÐÒÏÔÏÃÏÌÓ ÇÕÉÄÉÎÇ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ ÆÏÒÃÅÓȭ ÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÓȢ 

                                                                    
29 Letter from the Argentine State sent to the Office of the Special Rapporteur in response to a request for information. September 

28, 2018. Available at: Archives of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expresion. 

30 Letter from Defensoría del Público de Servicios de Comunicación Audiovisual addressed to the Office of the Special Rapporteur 
for Freedom of Expression. June 22, 2018. Available at: Archives of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expresion; 
Defensoría del Público. August 10, 2018. La Relatoría Especial para la Libertad de Expresión de la Comisión Interamericana de Derechos 
Humanos solicitó información al Estado por las amenazas que sufrió la radio comunitaria FM ALAS, de El Bolsón, Río Negro. 

31Letter from the Argentine State sent to the Office of the Special Rapporteur in response to a request for information. September 
28, 2018. Available at: Archives of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expresion. 

32 CELS. Informe. Argentina: el derecho a la protesta en riesgo. March 1, 2018; CELS. Informe. Argentina: el derecho a la protesta en 
riesgo. November 1, 2018. 

33 The hearing was convened ex officio by the IACHR. Taking part were delegates from the State of Argentina, Centro de Estudios 
Legales y Sociales (CELS), Central de Trabajadores de la Argentina-Autónoma (CTA - Autónoma), Confederación de Trabajadores de la 
Educación de la República Argentina (CTERA), Sindicato Unificado de Trabajadores de la Educación de Buenos Aires (SUTEBA), Sindicato 
de Prensa de Buenos Aires (SIPREBA), Sindicato Unificado de Trabajadores de la Educación Fueguina (SUTEF), and Colectivo Ni Una 
Menos. See: IACHR. 167 Period of Sessions. Situación del derecho a la protesta en Argentina. March 2, 2018.  

http://defensadelpublico.gob.ar/la-cidh-se-comunico-con-la-defensoria-por-un-caso-sobre-libertad-de-expresion-y-derecho-a-la-informacion/
http://defensadelpublico.gob.ar/la-cidh-se-comunico-con-la-defensoria-por-un-caso-sobre-libertad-de-expresion-y-derecho-a-la-informacion/
https://www.cels.org.ar/web/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/ArgentinaLaProtestaSocialEnRiesgomarzo2018.pdf
https://www.cels.org.ar/web/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Argentina.-El-derecho-a-la-protesta-en-riesgo.-Noviembre-de-2018.pdf
https://www.cels.org.ar/web/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Argentina.-El-derecho-a-la-protesta-en-riesgo.-Noviembre-de-2018.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOZp3f27iuA&t=0s&list=PL5QlapyOGhXuLZonmAfYVnY2MZM6-qcUr&index=38
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2ÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓȟ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÍÅÎÔ Ȱ-ÉÎÉÍÕÍ ÃÒÉÔÅÒÉÁ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ 
protocols ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÌÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÄÅÒÁÌ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ ÆÏÒÃÅÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȱ ÉÎ ÆÏÒÃÅȟ ÁÐÐÒÏÖÅÄ ÂÙ 
Resolution No. 210/2011.34 Likewise, the Office of the Special Rapporteur requested information on the 
existence of training and awareness programs for security foÒÃÅÓ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÓȭ ÒÏÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÓȢ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȭÓ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
considered for the assembly of future training programs for federal forces.35  

35. During the aforementioned public hearing, press unions expressed an especial concern for the 
attacks and arrests against journalists covering protests, and indicated that during 2017, at least 13 
journalists were arbitrarily arrested while reporting the demonstrations.36 

36. For its part, the SÔÁÔÅ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎ !ÒÇÅÎÔÉÎÁ ȰÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÐÅÁÃÅÆÕÌ 
ÁÓÓÅÍÂÌÙ ÁÒÅ ÔÏÔÁÌÌÙ ÉÎÓÕÒÅÄȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ȰÎÏ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÉÍÉÎÇ ÁÔ 
ÄÉÓÃÏÕÒÁÇÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔȢȱ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅȭÓ representatives expressed that during 
ÓÏÍÅ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ȰÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÁÂÌÅ ÌÉÍÉÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÅØÃÅÅÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍ ÏÆ ÖÉÏÌÅÎÔ ÁÃÔÓȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ 
ÏÆÆÉÃÅÒÓ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÁÃÔ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÁÓ Á ×ÈÏÌÅȢȱ )Î ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÎÓÅȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÖÉolent 
groups during the protests, Police officers shall re-establish order within proportionality and rationality 
ÂÏÕÎÄÁÒÉÅÓȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÆ ÁÎ ÏÆÆÉÃÅÒȭÓ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒ ÅØÃÅÅÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÍÉÔÓȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÄÕÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÓÙstem to 
investigate him or her.37 

37. RegÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÐÒÅÓÓ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȭ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙȟ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÄÅÌÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÐÐÒÏÖÁÌ ÏÆ 2ÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ 
479/16 of the Ministry of Security, which defined a general action protocol for the protection of the 
journalistic activity.  38 

38. The Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, Edison Lanza, highlighted during a hearing that 
the State has the duty of facilitating and guaranteeing that protests are carried out, and in this sense, security 
forces shall identify flashpoints and take them out so that the protest can go on. Likewise, he expressed his 
concern for the use of rubber bullets during police operations and for the high number of journalists injured 
during the protests. In this sense, it expressed to the State that is necessary that security forces have 
protocolÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÆÆÉÃÉÅÎÔ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÙ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÓȭ ÒÏle is.39 

39. According to the information received, other protest situations, related to complaints on political and 
economical issues, which led to arrests, took place on April 14,40 in Jujuy; on May 22, in Buenos Aires;41 on 
May 24, in Salta Province;42 on August 21, in La Plata;43 on October 14, in Chubut.44  

                                                                    
34 Letter from the Argentine State sent to the Office of the Special Rapporteur in response to a request for information. September 

28, 2018. Available at: Archives of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expresion.  

35 Letter from the Argentine State sent to the Office of the Special Rapporteur in response to a request for information. September 
28, 2018. Available at: Archives of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expresion.  

36 IACHR. 167 Period of Sessions. Situación del derecho a la protesta en Argentina. March 2, 2018. 

37 IACHR. 167 Period of Sessions. Situación del derecho a la protesta en Argentina. March 2, 2018. 

38 IACHR. 167 Period of Sessions. Situación del derecho a la protesta en Argentina. March 2, 2018. 

39 IACHR. 167 Period of Sessions. Situación del derecho a la protesta en Argentina. March 2, 2018. 

40 On April 14, several leaders and members of social, professional and political organizations of the province of Jujuy were allegedly 
detained after participating in a mobilization against the government's adjustment policies on April 4. Judge Jorge Zurueta accepted the 
request of the prosecution and charged the social leaders with the crime of assault against the authorities, aggravated because they had 
laid their hands on the agents, and ordered their arrest. Eight of the 11 accused were arrested on April 14 and released on the 17th, after 
giving an investigatory statement. Two more were arrested on April 18 and released later that day. See: Página 12. April 14, 2018. 
Cacería de dirigentes sociales en Jujuy; La izquierda diario. April 18, 2018. Grave: dos nuevas detenciones a dirigentes sociales en Jujuy; La 
izquierda diario. April 18, 2018. Jujuy: liberaron a los dos dirigentes sociales detenidos esta mañana; CELS. April 16, 2018. Detención de 
dirigentes sociales en Jujuy; El Tribuno. April 14, 2018. Detuvieron en Jujuy a dirigentes sociales y políticos que participaron de una protesta. 

41 On May 22, Buenos Aires police allegedly repressed a protest and arrested workers and union leaders from the city's subway. 
Transport service workers grouped in the Asociación Gremial de los Trabajadores de Subte y Premetro had been carrying out rotating 
strikes for weeks to demand better wages. On the 22nd the city mayor allegedly sent riot police to a station that was inactive to evict the 
union members. Sixteen workers were allegedly arrested and released a few hours later after being informed of the charges against 
them. The Secretary of Security of Buenos Aires reported in a statement that the detainees were accused of "resistance to authority and 
affecting public services." Protest participants reported to the media that they suffered "brutal repression" with batons and rubber 
bullets. Seer: El País. May 22, 2018. La policía irrumpe en los túneles del subterráneo de Buenos Aires para romper una huelga; La Voz. May 
22, 2018. Gremios y la CTA Autónoma repudian la "represión" en el subte y exigen liberar a los detenidos; Perfil. May 22, 2018. Video | 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOZp3f27iuA&t=0s&list=PL5QlapyOGhXuLZonmAfYVnY2MZM6-qcUr&index=38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOZp3f27iuA&t=0s&list=PL5QlapyOGhXuLZonmAfYVnY2MZM6-qcUr&index=38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOZp3f27iuA&t=0s&list=PL5QlapyOGhXuLZonmAfYVnY2MZM6-qcUr&index=38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOZp3f27iuA&t=0s&list=PL5QlapyOGhXuLZonmAfYVnY2MZM6-qcUr&index=38
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/108232-caceria-de-dirigentes-sociales-en-jujuy
https://www.laizquierdadiario.com.uy/Grave-dos-nuevas-detenciones-a-dirigentes-sociales-en-Jujuy?id_rubrique=5441
https://www.laizquierdadiario.com.uy/Jujuy-liberaron-a-los-dos-dirigentes-sociales-detenidos-esta-manana?id_rubrique=5441
https://www.cels.org.ar/web/2018/04/detencion-de-dirigentes-sociales-en-jujuy/
https://www.cels.org.ar/web/2018/04/detencion-de-dirigentes-sociales-en-jujuy/
https://www.eltribuno.com/salta/nota/2018-4-14-10-52-0-detuvieron-en-jujuy-a-dirigentes-sociales-y-politicos-que-participaron-de-una-protesta
https://elpais.com/internacional/2018/05/22/argentina/1527010861_736556.html
http://www.lavoz.com.ar/politica/gremios-y-la-cta-autonoma-repudian-la-represion-en-el-subte-y-exigen-liberar-los-detenidos
https://www.perfil.com/noticias/sociedad/desalojo-de-metroedelagos-que-bloquearon-las-vias-del-subte.phtml
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40. In September, Federal Courtroom III of Criminal Cassation allegedly revoked, upon request of the 
Prosecutor General, the stays of three press workers ɂJuan Pablo Mourenza, Ezequiel Medone, and Paola 
Barrigaɂ who were covering a protest on September 1, 2017, and had been allegedly prosecuted for public 
intimidation and resisting the authorities, together with other 19 people. In that same year during December, 
the Court of Appeal for Federal Criminal and Correctional Cases revoked the prosecutions, but the Prosecutor 
General before the National Court of Appeal for Federal Criminal and Correctional Cases, Germán Moldes, 
filed for a cassation remedy. The Federal Courtroom of Criminal Cassation approved the repeal of the stays, 
ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÉÒÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÃÃÕÓÅÄ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÕÎÅÑÕÉÖÏÃÁÌÌÙ ÁÒÉÓÅȱ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
incidents committed during that night. The Courtroom confirmed the stay of Carlos Ardila Guerra, the fourth 
journalist accused.45  

41. The IACHR has reiterated that social protest is a fundamental tool for defending human rights and it 
is essential for expressing social and political criticism on the activities of the authorities. The Commission 
ÈÁÓ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÉÎ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅȟ ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÅÒ ÓÅ ÏÆ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÔÈÏÒÏÕÇÈÆÁÒÅÓ ÉÓ ÉÎÁÄÍÉÓÓÉÂÌÅ 
×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÃÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÉÎ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÔÏ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÁÓÓÅÍÂÌÙȱ46 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈt of assembly through social protest must not be subject to authorization on 
ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÒ ÔÏ ÅØÃÅÓÓÉÖÅ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁËÅ ÓÕÃÈ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÓ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ÃÁÒÒÙ ÏÕÔȢȱ47 

42. Also, the Joint Declaration on violence against journalists and media workers in the context of 
ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÓȟ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ ÉÎ ςπρσȟ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÆ ÁÓÓÅÍÂÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ȰÁÒÅ 
fundamental, and guaranteeing them is a vital condition to the existence and proper functioning of a 
democratic society. A State may impose reasonable limitations on demonstrations for purposes of ensuring 
that they are conducted peacefully, or to disperse those that turn violent, provided that such limits are 
governed by the principles of legality, necessity, and proportionality. In addition, the breaking-up of a 
demonstration must be warranted by the duty to protect individuals, and authorities must use the measures 
that are safest and least harmful to the demonstrators. The use of force at public demonstrations must be an 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Desalojo de metrodelegados que bloquearon las vías del subte; Diario Jornada. May 23, 2018. Liberan a los 16 metrodelegados y el subte 
funcionará con normalidad; El Día. May 23, 2018. Tras los incidentes y la liberación de 16 metrodelegados detenidos, habrá subtes.  

42 On May 24, security forces allegedly repressed a protest by indigenous communities of the province of Salta, who complained 
about the precarious situation they are undergoing ever since the flooding of the Pilcomayo River, early in the year, due to a lack of 
electricity and other utilities. The police had allegedly forced the demonstrators out with rubber bullets and tear gas, and detained two 
community leaders: chief Rogelio Segundo, a leader of Asociación LhakaHonhat, and his brother Mario Segundo. Both were released the 
following day. The Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales (CELS) sent a letter to the IACHR denouncing the precarious situation of the 
indigenous communities and the criminalization of the protest. See: Nuevo Diario. May 26, 2018. Tras la represión, llegó un grupo 
electrógeno a La Curvita; AnRed. May 26, 2017. Salta: liberaron a los referentes wichí detenidos durante la represión policial a la 
comunidad de La Curvita; La Gaceta de Salta. May 24, 2017. Video: la policía reprimió un corte de ruta de un pueblo originario; El Tribuno. 
May 12, 2018. La comunidad de La Curvita corta la ruta 54, cansada de vivir en carpas, sin luz ni un puesto sanitario; CELS. May 24, 2018. 
Represión y criminalización de comunidades indígenas en Salta; CELS. May, 2018. Letter sent to the IACHR. 

43 During the protest, some protesters allegedly tried to tear down the fence surrounding the headquarters of the Government of 
Buenos Aires, and allegedly threw stones against the windows, while the police officers responded with tear gas and rubber bullets. Five 
people were arrested and two police cars were destroyed during the confrontation. See: Clarín. August 21, 2018. Graves incidentes con 
trabajadores del Astillero Río Santiago: quisieron entrar por la fuerza a la Gobernación; El Cronista. August 21, 2018. La Plata: La Policía 
reprimió una protesta de trabajadores de Astillero Río Santiago; Perfil. August 21, 2018. Batalla campal en una manifestación de 
trabajadores del Astillero Río Santiago en La Plata.  

44 Ten women were arrested in Trelew after the demonstration, allegedly for having painted and damaged buildings, after the 
march ended. The police allegedly used rubber bullets. The detainees were released a few hours later. The organizing committee of the 
33 ENM accused the Governor of the province and the Minister of Security of having sent Gendarmerie, Mounted Police and Infantry 
forces to repress the march. See: Twitter account of 33º Encuentro Nacional de Mujeres #Chubut 2018 (@ENM33Chubut). October 14, 
2018; TN. October 15, 2018. Graves incidentes y diez detenciones en el Encuentro Nacional de Mujeres; Twitter account of Red Nacional de 
Medios Alternativos (@RNMA_Arg). October 14, 2018; La Voz. October 15, 2018. Incidentes y detenidos en el final del Encuentro de 
Mujeres de Trelew. 

45 Página 12. September 12, 2018. Casación revocó el sobreseimiento de tres periodistas; CELS. September 19, 2018. Otro mensaje del 
poder judicial en contra de la protesta social; Tiempo. September 13, 2018. Revocaron el sobreseimiento a periodistas detenidos en la 
marcha por Santiago Maldonado. 

46 IACHR. Report on Citizen Security and Human Rights. OEA/Ser.L/V/II.Doc.66. December 31, 2009. Para. 197. 

47 IACHR. Second Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Americas. OEA/Ser.L/V/II.  Doc. 66. December 31, 2011. 
Para. 139. 
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https://www.cronista.com/economiapolitica/La-Plata-la-Policia-reprimio-una-protesta-de-trabajadores-de-Astillero-Rio-Santiago-20180821-0043.html
https://www.perfil.com/noticias/policia/batalla-campal-en-una-marcha-de-trabajadores-del-astillero-rio-santiago-frente-a-la-gobernacion-bonaerense.phtml
https://www.perfil.com/noticias/policia/batalla-campal-en-una-marcha-de-trabajadores-del-astillero-rio-santiago-frente-a-la-gobernacion-bonaerense.phtml
https://twitter.com/ENM33Chubut/status/1051693559462719488
https://twitter.com/ENM33Chubut/status/1051693559462719488
https://tn.com.ar/sociedad/graves-incidentes-y-diez-detenciones-en-el-encuentro-nacional-de-mujeres_905825
https://twitter.com/RNMA_Arg/status/1051634772085272576?ref_src=twsrc%5etfw|twcamp%5etweetembed|twterm%5e1051634772085272576&ref_url=http://www.agenciapacourondo.com.ar/violencia-institucional/chubut-feroz-represion-policial-en-el-encuentro-nacional-de-mujeres
http://www.lavoz.com.ar/ciudadanos/incidentes-y-detenidos-en-final-del-encuentro-de-mujeres-de-trelew
http://www.lavoz.com.ar/ciudadanos/incidentes-y-detenidos-en-final-del-encuentro-de-mujeres-de-trelew
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/141754-casacion-revoco-el-sobreseimiento-de-tres-periodistas
https://www.cels.org.ar/web/2018/09/otro-mensaje-del-poder-judicial-en-contra-de-la-protesta-social/
https://www.cels.org.ar/web/2018/09/otro-mensaje-del-poder-judicial-en-contra-de-la-protesta-social/
https://www.tiempoar.com.ar/nota/revocaron-el-sobreseimiento-a-periodistas-detenidos-en-la-marcha-por-santiago-maldonado
https://www.tiempoar.com.ar/nota/revocaron-el-sobreseimiento-a-periodistas-detenidos-en-la-marcha-por-santiago-maldonado
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/docs/pdf/CitizenSec.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/defenders/docs/pdf/defenders2011.pdf
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exception, used under strictly necessary circumstances consistent with internationally recognized 
ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓȢȱ48 

43. 4ÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒ ÒÅÃÁÌÌÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÓ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÉÅÓ ÔÏ 
ensure the necessary conditions for journalists to be able to cover noteworthy events of interest to the public, 
ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÓ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄȱ49. 

D. Stigmatizing statements  

44. 4ÈÅ -ÁÙÏÒ ÏÆ 4ÒÅÓ !ÒÒÏÙÏÓ ɉ"ÕÅÎÏÓ !ÉÒÅÓɊȟ #ÁÒÌÏÓ 3ÜÎÃÈÅÚȟ ÍÁÄÅ ÁÇÇÒÁÖÁÔÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÓ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ Ȱ,Á 
6ÏÚ ÄÅÌ 0ÕÅÂÌÏȱ ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȟ 2ÁÍÏÎÁ -ÁÃÉÅÌȟ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȭÓ ÉÎÁÕÇÕÒÁÌ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ ÏÎ 
April 3.50 )Î /ÃÔÏÂÅÒȟ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ 2ÏÃÁȭÓ -ÁÙÏÒ ɉ2þÏ .ÅÇÒÏ 0ÒÏÖÉÎÃÅɊ -ÁÒÔþÎ 3ÏÒÉÁ ÁÌÌÅÇÅÄÌÙ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ÁÓ ȰÐÉÅÃÅÓ ÏÆ ÓÈÉÔȱ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÐÁÒÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÁÆÆÉÒÍÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ȰÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌÓȟȱ 
making reference to the journalists, would be unemployed next year, were he elected for governor.51  

45. The Association of Argentinian Journalistic Entities (ADEPA) and the Argentinian Journalism Forum 
(FOPEA) rejected the affronts expressed by Former Argentinian President Cristina Fernández against Diego 
#ÁÂÏÔ ÆÒÏÍ Ȱ,Á .ÁÃÉĕÎȱ ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒȟ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÈÅÒ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÁÎÃÅ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÁËÅ ÏÆ ÁÎ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ 
conducted by him which linked her to bribery collection.52 

46. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that public servants have the duty to ensure that their 
statements do not infringe upon the rights of those who contribute to public deliberation through the 
expression and dissemination of their thoughts, such as journalists, media outlets, and human rights defense 
organizations. They must be mindful of the context in which they express themselves in order to ensure that 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÒÔȟ ȰÆÏÒÍÓ ÏÆ ÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÏÒ ÉÎÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÏÒ 
harmful pressure on the rights of those who seek to contribute with public deliberation through the 
ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÆÆÕÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓȢȱ53 

E. Subsequent liability  

47. During 2018, the Office of the Special Rapporteur received information on the confirmation of the 
civil sentence for Gabriel Hernández, Andrea Paola Cóspito, César Orué, Julián González, Carlos Rodolfo 
6ÁÒÅÌÁȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ Ï×ÎÅÒ ÏÆ ÒÁÄÉÏ 3ÔÁÔÉÏÎ &- ρππȢσ Ȱ2ÁÄÉÏ &ÁÎÔÁÎÓþÁȟȱ -ÁÒþÁ ÄÅ ÌÁÓ -ÅÒÃÅÄÅÓ ,ĕÐÅÚȟ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ 
ÄÁÍÁÇÅÓ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÎÃÅȭÓ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒȟ 'ÉÌÄo Insfrán.54 Furthermore, this Office received information on a 

                                                                    
48 United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on the Protection and Promotion of the Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression and 

Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the OAS Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. September 13, 2013. Joint 
declaration on violence against journalists and media workers in the context of protests. 

 49 United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on the Protection and Promotion of the Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression and 
Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the OAS Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. September 13, 2013. Joint 
declaration on violence against journalists and media workers in the context of protests. 

50 ADEPA. April 4, 2018. Adepa rechaza nuevos agravios del intendente de Tres Arroyos a La Voz del Pueblo; La Voz. April 4, 2018. 
Sánchez volvió a atacar a este diario Ù ÌÏ ÔÉÌÄĕ ÄÅ ΅ĕÒÇÁÎÏ ÄÉÆÁÍÁÄÏÒȱ.  

51Fundación Led. October 23, 2018. Agresión verbal y amenazas a periodistas en la provincia de Río Negro; Clarín. October 22, 2018. 
5Î ÉÎÔÅÎÄÅÎÔÅ ÄÅ 2þÏ .ÅÇÒÏ ÃÁÌÉÆÉÃĕ ÄÅ ȰÍÉÅÒÄÁÓȱ Á ÌÏÓ ÐÅÒÉÏÄÉÓÔÁÓ. 

52 Former President Cristina Fernández reportedly declared before Judge Claudio Bonadío that journalist Diego Cabot had "set up a 
small task force with two journalism students to analyze the alleged data and transfer them into a report," allegedly alluding to the "task 
forces" in operation during the military dictatorship. Also, she stated that the journalist had "close relations with the ruling alliance". La 
Nación. August 13, 2018. Adepa y Fopea repudiaron el agravio de Cristina Kirchner a Diego Cabot; Twitter account of Adepa 
(@Adepaargentina). August 13, 2018. 

53 I/A Court H. R. Case Ríos et al v. Venezuela. Preliminary Objections, Merits, Reparations and Costs. Judgment of January 28, 2009. 
Serie C No. 194. Para. 139. 

54 On April 18, the Higher Court of Justice of Formosa confirmed the  second instance judgment issued by the Civil and Commercial 
Court of Appeals and condemned journalists Gabriel Hernández, Andrea Paola Cóspito, César Orué, Julián González, Carlos Rodolfo Varela 
and the owner of FM 100.3 Radio Fantasía station, Maria de las Mercedes López, to pay 1.2 million pesos in compensation to province 
governor Gildo Insfrán. The case began on January 21, 2013, when an anonymous listener called into Radio Fantasía's 'Mano a Mano' 
show and linked the Formosa governor with the death of his son, 10 years before. The official sued the show's hosts, the host of another 
show on that station, the station's owner, the editor of La Opinión Ciudadana newspaper and the editor of La Corneta Noticias newspaper, 
the latter for reproducing the listener's statements. On June 23, 2016, the Civil and Commercial Court of Formosa confirmed the first 
instance conviction by the Civil and Commercial Court No. 1 in that province. In this new confirmatory instance the Higher Court held 
that "the defendants seek the protection of freedom of expression, but under no circumstance shall it protect harmful expressions 
disguised as news, which, strictly speaking, must consist of an objective and true account of an event whose knowledge matters in such a 
way as to make it public in a timely manner, because of its social relevance." The Court rejected an amicus curiae brief filed by deputies 

 

http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?artID=931&lID=1
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?artID=931&lID=1
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?artID=931&lID=1
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?artID=931&lID=1
http://adepa.org.ar/adepa-rechaza-nuevos-agravios-del-intendente-de-tres-arroyos-a-la-voz-del-pueblo/
https://www.lavozdelpueblo.com.ar/noticia/71831-Sánchez%20volvió%20a%20atacar%20a%20este%20diario%20y%20lo%20tildó%20de%20%22órgano%20difamador%22
http://fundacionled.org/articulos-y-monitoreo/agresion-a-periodistas-y-medios/agresion-verbal-y-amenazas-a-periodistas-en-la-provincia-de-rio-negro
https://www.clarin.com/politica/intendente-rio-negro-califico-mierdas-periodistas_0_b_M5E7fLc.html
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/2162120-adepa-y-fopea-repudiaron-el-agravio-de-cristina-kirchner-a-diego-cabot
https://twitter.com/Adepargentina/status/1029152447992868865?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1029152447992868865&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lanacion.com.ar%2F2162120-adepa-y-fopea-repudiaron-el-agravio-de-cristina-kirchner-a-diego-cabot
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complaint filed against Journalist Santiago Cúneo for allegedly making anti-Semitic and hate speech 
statements.55 Likewise, this Office received information on the complaint filed in Poland agaiÎÓÔ Ȱ0ÜÇÉÎÁ ρςȱ 
newspaper and Journalist Federico Pavlovsky filed by the Polish League against Defamation, due to an article 
published on the Holocaust in Poland.56 

48. The Inter -American Court has also established, as regards possible civil  liability,  that civil  judgments 
in freedom of expression cases must be strictly  proportionate  so as not to have an inhibitory  effect on that 
freedom, as ȰÔÈÅ fear of a civil  penalty, considering the claim ɍȣɎ for a very steep civil  reparation, may be, in 
any case, equally or more intimidating  and inhibiting  for the exercise of freedom of expression than a criminal  
punishment, since it  has the potential to attain the personal and family life of an individual  who accuses a 
public official, with  the evident and very negative result  of self-censorship both in the affected party and in 
other potential critics of the actions taken by a public ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌȢȱ57 

F. Access to public information  

49. In September 2018, after a year had passed since the Access to Public Information Act No. 27,275 
becaÍÅ ÉÎ ÆÏÒÃÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÉÅÓ highlighted that during the first 12 implementation months, 
more than 3,000 information requests were received. They also informed on the creation of open data 
websites, among which there are 23 national, 11 provincial, and 16 municipal websites, which contain 631 
ÄÁÔÁ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ɉÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌÓȭ ÓÁÌÁÒÉÅÓȟ ÁÆÆÉÄÁÖÉÔÓȟ ÂÕÄÇÅÔȟ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÄÖÅÒÔÉÓÉÎÇɊȢ58 Moreover, according to the 
information available, more than 204 claims were received by the Access to Public Information Agency and 
120 of them were about lack of response on the part the required subjects.59 

50. The Access to Public Information Agency, body in charge of insuring the implementation and 
compliance regarding the Access to Public Information Act, carried out the institutional framework to comply 
with its significant powers in 2018. In this way, on November 16 of that year, through Administrative 
Decision 1002/17,60 the creation of the National Directorate of Access to Public Information, the National 
Directorate of Personal Data Protection, and the Computer and Innovation Directorate was approved, which 
ÁÒÅ ÅÎÔÉÔÉÅÓ ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÄÙȭÓ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅȢ61  

51. Likewise, on December 5, 2017, the Resolution 1E/2017 was passed,62 which created the second 
ÌÅÖÅÌ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÇÅÎÃÙȭÓ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÔÈÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÁÔÅ ÏÆ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ 
Policies and the Directorate of Privacy Protection. On July 4, 2018, by means of Administrative Decision 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           

from the Cambiemos bloc, alleging, among other things, that the fact that the acting attorney, the national deputy Martín Hernández, is 
the brother of journalist Gabriel Hernández, "sheds a mantle of suspicion of partiality over the brief". The convicted announced they 
would appeal the sentence before the National Supreme Court of Justice. See: Noticias Formosa. April 18, 2018. Fallo del STJ: Ȱ%Ó ÕÎÁ 
ÓÅÎÔÅÎÃÉÁ Á ÆÁÖÏÒ ÄÅ 'ÉÌÄÏ)ÎÓÆÒÜÎȱ ÄÉjo Gabriel Hernández; Agencia Legislativa. No date. Formosa: Confirman condena a periodistas y 
demanda millonaria iniciada por GildoInsfrán; IACHR. Annual Report 2017 Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. 
Paras. 47 - 48; Judgment of the Higher Court of Formosa available at the Archives of the Special Rapporteur (mail from deputy Karina 
Banfi); FOPEA. April 17, 2018. Fopea rechaza un fallo del superior Tribunal de Justicia de Formosa.  

55República Argentina. Ministerio Público Fiscal. May 22, 2018. La Fiscalía Federal N°4 pidió que se investigue si Santiago Cúneo 
incurrió en actos discriminatorios; República Argentina. May 19, 2018. El INADI condena discurso de odio. 

56República Argentina. INADI. El INADI ante el caso Federico Pavlovsky. March 5, 2018; Página 12. March 5, 2018. Repudio mundial 
por la agresión a Página/12; Biblioteca Nacional. March 5, 2018. La Biblioteca Nacional se solidariza con el diario Página 12 y el periodista 
Federico Pavlovsky; Infobae. June 1, 2018. Finocchiaro respaldó la libertad de expresión frente a la Alianza por el Holocausto; Página 12. 
March 4, 2018. Apoyos y condenas; La Nación. March 3, 2018. Página 12, el primer medio denunciado en Polonia por la ley del Holocausto.  

57 I/A Court H.R. Case of Tristán Donoso v. Panama. Preliminary Exception, Merits, Reparations and Costs. Judgment of January 27, 
2009. Series C No. 193. Para.129. 

58 República Argentina. Agencia de Acceso a la Información Pública. September 25, 2018. Con la sanción de la nueva ley, en un año se 
tramitaron más de 3 mil solicitudes de acceso a la información pública; Télam. September 27, 2018. La Argentina mostró sus progresos en el 
manejo de datos abiertos.  

59República Argentina. Agencia de Acceso a la Información Pública. No date. Estadísticas de Solicitudes de Acceso a la Información y 
Reclamos.  

60 República Argentina. Boletín Oficial de la República Argentina. Decisión Administrativa 1002/2017. November 15, 2018. 

61 Informe de la Agencia de Acceso a la Información Pública. September, 2018. Available at: Archives of the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur for Freedom of Expresion.  

62República Argentina. Agencia de Acceso a la Información Pública. Resolución 1-E/2017. December 5,2017. 
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http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/docs/annual/2017/docs/AnnexRELE.pdf
http://www.fopea.org/fopea-rechaza-un-fallo-del-superior-tribunal-de-justicia-de-formosa/
https://www.fiscales.gob.ar/fiscalias/la-fiscalia-federal-n4-pidio-que-se-investigue-si-santiago-cuneo-incurrio-en-actos-discriminatorios/
https://www.fiscales.gob.ar/fiscalias/la-fiscalia-federal-n4-pidio-que-se-investigue-si-santiago-cuneo-incurrio-en-actos-discriminatorios/
http://www.inadi.gob.ar/2018/05/19/el-inadi-condena-discurso-de-odio/
http://www.inadi.gob.ar/2018/03/05/el-inadi-ante-el-caso-federico-pavlovsky/
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/99470-repudio-mundial-por-la-agresion-a-pagina-12
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/99470-repudio-mundial-por-la-agresion-a-pagina-12
https://www.bn.gov.ar/noticias/la-biblioteca-nacional-se-solidariza-con-el-diario-pagina-12-y-el-periodista-federico-pavlovsky
https://www.bn.gov.ar/noticias/la-biblioteca-nacional-se-solidariza-con-el-diario-pagina-12-y-el-periodista-federico-pavlovsky
https://www.infobae.com/educacion/2018/06/01/finocchiaro-respaldo-la-libertad-de-expresion-frente-a-la-alianza-por-el-holocausto/
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/99297-apoyos-y-condenas
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/2113893-polonia-denuncio-a-pagina-12-por-hablar-del-holocausto-polaco
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/con-la-sancion-de-la-nueva-ley-en-un-ano-se-tramitaron-mas-de-3-mil-solicitudes-de-acceso
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http://www.telam.com.ar/notas/201809/295065-argentina-mostro-sus-progresos-en-el-manejo-de-datos-abiertos.html
http://www.telam.com.ar/notas/201809/295065-argentina-mostro-sus-progresos-en-el-manejo-de-datos-abiertos.html
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1274/2018, 63 the Administrative-Technical Directorate was incorporated and on July 18, through Resolution 
46/2018, 64 ÔÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÇÅÎÃÙȭÓ ,ÅÇÁÌ -ÁÔÔÅÒÓ #ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄȢ 

52. According to the information available, the Access to Public Information Agency of the Executive 
Branch issued a series of resolutions requesting each time the delivery of information to different public 

institutions, in view of complaints made by individuals. The institutions that would not have complied with the 
obligation to provide required information after being notified by the Agency, at the time of the closing of this 
report, are the Ministry of Security, the General Secretariat of Presidency, the Government Secretariat of 
Health, and the Argentine Air Force. The Office of the Special Rapporteur takes cognizance that, according to 
ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȟ ȰÒÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÅÎÔÉÔÉÅÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒÅÄ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÂÅÅÎ 
ÏÒÄÅÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÓÏ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÓÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÒÅÍÏÖÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÉÔÅȢȱ65 

53. The Office of the Special Rapporteur received information about the fact that Poder Ciudadano 
Foundation carried out a request for information to the General Secretariat of the Presidency of the Nation in 
/ÃÔÏÂÅÒȟ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÔ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÅÄ ȰÔÈÅ ÖÉÓÉÔÓ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌ 2ÅÓÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ /ÌÉvos from 2016 
ÏÎ×ÁÒÄÓȢȱ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ×ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄȟ ȰÔÈÅ !ÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ !ÇÅÎÃÙ ÏÒÄÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
Presidential Military Staff to deliver Poder Ciudadano the registry of visits made to the Presidential Residence 
of Olivos, within the next ten daÙÓȢȱ66 This Office emphasizes that the Inter-American standards and 
conclusions of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression are introduced in the resolution 
of the Agency. 67 

54. Furthermore, according to the Civil Association for Equality ÁÎÄ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅȭÓ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ !ÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ 
0ÕÂÌÉÃ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ !ÇÅÎÃÙ ÏÒÄÅÒÅÄ Ȱ.ÁÃÉĕÎ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÉÏÓ 3!ȱ ÔÏ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒ Á ÃÏÐÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÔÒÏ ÃÁÒÄÓ Ȱ35"%ȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÄ 
been used in 2017. The resolution, assuring data protection, demanded that the database be delivered 
speciÆÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÒÄÓȭ ÕÓÅ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÄÁÔÅȟ ÔÉÍÅȟ ÓÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÂÁÒÒÉÅÒȢ68 

55. On the access to information related to national security interests, the CELS informed the Office of the 
Special Rapporteur that the Federal Intelligence Agency has rejected the granting of information to civil 
society organizations that are members of the #ÉÔÉÚÅÎÓȭ )ÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÏÎ )ÎÔÅÌÌÉÇÅÎÃÅ 3ÙÓÔÅÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 
(Iniciativa Ciudadana para el Control del Sistema de Inteligencia) (ICCSI) regarding 1) agreements of exchange 
of intelligence information with other countries; 2) the regime of reserved funds administration pursuant to 
Act 27,126; 3) the regulation of processes of secrecy and disqualification statement, and 4) control 
mechanisms implemented by the agency on telephonic interception or capture. Likewise, it indicated that 
some people and organizations did not have access to the information requested from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs related to protocols applied to the monitoring of background and criteria, by virtue of which it decided 
to refuse, grant, and/or revoke the accreditations requested by people of civil society organizations from 
ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÉÎ /-#ȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒÉÁÌ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȟ ÉÎ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ςπρχȟ "ÕÅÎÏÓ !ÉÒÅÓȢ  

56. In this concrete case, the Access to Public Information Agency decided to reject the claim imposed by 
#%,3Ȣ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÄÙͻÓ ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ &ÏÒÅÉÇÎ !ÆÆÁÉÒÓ ÁÎÄ 7ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ȰÁÃÔÅÄ ÐÕÒÓÕÁÎÔ ÔÏ !ÃÔ 
No. 27,275, every time it sought information that it might possess, referred to other bodies when necessary, 
and could get a more satisfying response to comply with the right to access to public information, and that 
!&) ÉÎÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ /-# 3ÕÍÍÉÔ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓȭ ÁÃÃÒÅÄÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÁÐÐÌÙ ÉÎ ÉÔÓ ÃÁÓÅȢȱ69 #%,3 ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÂÙ 
means of formalities, it is established that no bodies of the Executive shall take on the responsibility of having 
ÁÓÓÅÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓȭ ÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄȟ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÄÒÁÆÔÅÄ Á ÌÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÏÎ-ÁÃÃÒÅÄÉÔÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ 

                                                                    
63 República Argentina. Agencia de Acceso a la Información Pública. Decisión Administrativa 1274/2018. July 4, 2018. 

64 República Argentina. Agencia de Acceso a la Información Pública. Resolución 46/2018. July 18, 2018. 

65 Argentine Republic. Access to Public Information Agency. Available at https://www.argentina.gob.ar/que -organismos-no-
cumplen-con-la-ley-de-acceso-la-informacion-publica 

66 Poder Ciudadano. December 10, 2018. The Government shall disclose visits and arrivals registries to Presidential Residence of 
Olivos. 

67 Agencia de Acceso a la Información Pública. Resolución AAIP N° 160 E/2018. December 7, 2018. 

68 Civil Association for Equality and Justice. November 14, 2018./ÂÌÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ Ȱ35"%ȱ ÃÁÒÄ ÉÎ #ÉÔÙ ÏÆ 
"ÕÅÎÏÓ !ÉÒÅÓȭ ÍÅÔÒÏ. 

69 República Argentina. Agencia de Acceso a la Información Pública. RESOL- 2018-20-APN-AAIP. April 9, 2018. 

https://www.boletinoficial.gob.ar/#!DetalleNorma/187653/20180705
https://www.boletinoficial.gob.ar/#!DetalleNorma/188350/20180720
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/que-organismos-no-cumplen-con-la-ley-de-acceso-la-informacion-publica
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/que-organismos-no-cumplen-con-la-ley-de-acceso-la-informacion-publica
http://poderciudadano.org/el-gobierno-debera-hacer-publicos-los-registros-de-ingresos-y-visitas-de-la-quinta-presidencial-de-olivos/
http://poderciudadano.org/el-gobierno-debera-hacer-publicos-los-registros-de-ingresos-y-visitas-de-la-quinta-presidencial-de-olivos/
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/sites/default/files/resol-2018-160-apn-aaip.pdf
https://acij.org.ar/obligan-a-entregar-informacion-sobre-uso-de-la-sube-en-el-subte-porteno/
https://acij.org.ar/obligan-a-entregar-informacion-sobre-uso-de-la-sube-en-el-subte-porteno/
https://acij.org.ar/obligan-a-entregar-informacion-sobre-uso-de-la-sube-en-el-subte-porteno/
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/sites/default/files/rs-2018-20-apn-aaip.pdf
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57. Pursuant to what was indicated by the organization, even though the new Access to Public 
)ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ !ÃÔ ςχȟςχυ ÃÏÖÅÒÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÂÒÁÎÃÈÅÓ ÏÆ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȟ ȰÔÈÅ %ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÓȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎÔÅÌÌÉÇÅÎÃÅ 
ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ȰÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÂÏÄÉÅÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÉÎÔÅÌÌÉÇÅÎÃÅ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÉÎ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌȟ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÌÉÎËÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
obligatiÏÎÓ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ !ÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ !ÃÔȱ ÂÕÔ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Intelligence Act, thus not recognizing constitutional and conventional protection of the right to access 
information.70  

58. Furthermore, in view of a complaint against the Federal Administration of Public Revenues (AFIP) for 
its non-compliance with the supply of information on a series of important fiscal charges from different years, 
the Access to Public Information Agency decided, by means of a public interest asseÓÓÍÅÎÔ ÔÅÓÔȟ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ!&)0 ÈÁÓ 
not provided reasons justifying the protection of private interest over public interest, while the reporting 
entities might deny the submission of information pursuant to the exceptions, whenever the damage caused 
to the protectÅÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÉÓ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÏÂÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÌÁÃË ÏÆ 
ÇÒÏÕÎÄÓ ÍÁËÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÂÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÍÐÕÌÓÏÒÙȢȱ71 

59. On the other hand, the Office of the Special Rapporteur was informed about the fact that on 
December 19, Poder Ciudadano Foundation filed for a writ of amparo, seeking the appointment by the 
National Congress of a director of the ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÏÄÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÁÔ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÈÏÌÄÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙȟ ȰÂÙ 
means of an open, public, and transparent procedurÅȢȱ72 

60. 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ τ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÎ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰɍÁɎÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ 
information held by the state is a fundamental right of every individual. States have the obligation to 
guarantee the full exercise of this right. This principle allows only exceptional limitations that must be 
previously established by law in case of a real and imminent danger that threatens national security in 
ÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÉÅÓȢȱ 

G. Internet and freedom of expression  

61. In 2017, in its Annual Report, the Office of the Special Rapporteur highlighted the preliminary 
ÁÐÐÒÏÖÁÌ ÏÆ Á ÂÉÌÌ ÏÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÍÅÄÉÁÒÉÅÓȭ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÅÔȢ73 In April 2018, this Office and the Special 
Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression of the United 
Nations jointly sent a letter to the Argentinian State in which both rapporteurs agreed with the bill and sent a 
series of considerations and recommendations.74  

62. 4ÈÉÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ȰÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÌÆ-regulation of intermediaries so as to maintain 
ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÔÉÍÁÌ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÉÔÓ ÐÌÁÔÆÏÒÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȢȱ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÉÔ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ 
to function in an effective manner, the intermediaries shall commit themselves to respecting and promoting 
freedom ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÁÃÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ Á ÔÒÁÎÓÐÁÒÅÎÔ ÍÁÎÎÅÒȢȱ )Î ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÎÓÅȟ ȰÉÔ ÉÓ ÏÆ ÐÁÒÁÍÏÕÎÔ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ 
that the intermediaries provide clear information on the kind of content that might be removed from the 
platform according to its service terms or community guidelines, as well as the way in which the removal 
might take place, and if there is a motion of appeal available to the user who considers that his or her content 
ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÎÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÒÅÍÏÖÅÄȢȱ75  

                                                                    
70 CELS, information sent in May 2018 to the Office of the Special Rapporteur within the context of the online consultation on Access 

to Public Information and the national security exception. Available at: Archives of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of 
Expresion; República Argentina. Agencia de Acceso a la Información Pública. Resolución 2018-20-APN-AAIP. April 9, 2018. 

71 República Argentina. Agencia de Acceso a la Información Pública. Resol-2018-16-APN-AAIP. March 12, 2018. 

72 Poder Ciudadano. Writ of amparo. December 19, 2018. Available at: File of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of 
Expression. 

73 IACHR. Annual Report 2017 Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Chapter II (Evaluation of the State of 
Freedom of Expression in the Hemisphere). OEA/Ser.L/V/II. Doc. 210/17. December 31, 2017. Para. 81. 

74 United Nations. Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. Available at: 
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Opinion/Legislation/OL -ARG-1-2018.pdf   

75 United Nations. Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. Available at: 
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Opinion/Legislation/OL -ARG-1-2018.pdf   

https://www.argentina.gob.ar/sites/default/files/rs-2018-20-apn-aaip.pdf
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/sites/default/files/rs-2018-16-apn-aaip_farfan_hugo_c._afip.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/docs/annual/2017/docs/AnnexRELE.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Opinion/Legislation/OL-ARG-1-2018.pdf
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63. Both rapporteurs highlighted the establishment of particÕÌÁÒ ÒÕÌÅÓ ÏÎ ȰÔÈÅ ÌÅÇÁÌ ÒÅÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÒÅÍÏÖÁÌ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎÓȟȱ ȰÓÁÆÅÇÕÁÒÄÓ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÍÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÐÒÏÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÓÕÐÅÒÖÉÓÉÏÎȟȱ ȰÓÅÌÆ-regulation and 
ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȢȱ Finally, they encourage the Government to adopt the bill.76 

64. According to the complaints received by the Office of the Special Rapporteur, there are judicial and 
administrative decisions ordering to block websites and applications in Argentina. In this way, for instance, 
the Seventh Criminal Court on Misdemeanors and Offences of First Instance of Buenos Aires city allegedly 
ordered to block Easy Taxi website, which provides transportation services. The judge allegedly ordered 
Enacom to request Internet Service Providers (ISP) to block the access to the said page.77 In the same way, the 
Sixteenth Criminal Court of First Instance on Misdemeanors and Offences of Buenos Aires allegedly ordered 
ÔÏ ÂÌÏÃË 5ÂÅÒȭÓ ×ÅÂÐÁÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÂÉÌÅ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ !ÒÇÅÎÔÉÎÉÁÎ ÔÅÒÒÉÔÏÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÒÔ ÏÆ 
Appeal did requested so as well.78 The ProvinciÁÌ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÏÆ #ĕÒÄÏÂÁ ÄÉÓÐÏÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÐÒÅ-ÅÍÐÔÉÖÅ ÂÌÏÃËÁÇÅȱ ÏÆ 
the webpage, the digital platforms, and the application Quickvorcio, after proceedings were initiated by the 
Bar Association of Córdoba. The application aims at connecting lawyers and clients interested in obtaining 
information or getting a divorce.79 -ÁÒ ÄÅÌ 0ÌÁÔÁȭÓ -ÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌÉÔÙ ÁÌÌÅÇÅÄÌÙ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÂÌÏÃË ÔÈÅ ÆÒÅÅ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ 
Ȱ#ÕÜÎÄÏ 0ÁÓÁȱ, which ÉÓ ÁÎ ÁÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ -ÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌÉÔÙȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 
schedule of the buses.80  

65. !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒȟ Á ÂÉÌÌ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ȰÁÃÔÓ ÏÆ ÈÁÔÅȟ 
ÄÉÓÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÖÉÏÌÅÎÃÅ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÏÎ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÍÅÄÉÁ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÅÔȱ ÉÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ ÈÁÎÄÌÉÎÇ 
at the legislature of Tucumán Province. According to the bill sent to this Office, the eventual regulations apply 
ÔÏ ȰÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÒË ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÍÅÄÉÁ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÅÌÅÍÁÔÉÃ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȟȱ ÁÓ 
×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ȰÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅÓ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÅÔ ÐÌÁÔÆÏÒÍÓ ÏÆ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ technologies, in which users are allowed 
ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅÍȟ ÔÏ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÌÙ ÄÉÓÓÅÍÉÎÁÔÅ ÔÈÅÍȟȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÔÈÁÔ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÆÉÖÅ ÔÈÏÕÓÁÎÄ 
ɉυȟπππɊ ÕÓÅÒÓ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒÅÄ ÉÎ 4ÕÃÕÍÜÎ 0ÒÏÖÉÎÃÅȢȱ81  

66. !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÌÌȟ ȰÔÈÅ ÃÌÅÁÒ ÏÂÊÅÃÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ !ÃÔ ÃÏÎÓÉÓÔs in regulating actions or omission of the 
ÍÁÎÁÇÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÒÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÉÎ !ÒÔÉÃÌÅ ρɍȣɎȟ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
immediate treatment of the content, information, expressions, messages or any other kind of communication 
through any social network, that might constitute an act of hate, discrimination, violence, or an attack to 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÒÅÐÕÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÎÏÒȟ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎ ȰÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ 
media, which the users shall respect so as ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÒÏÆÉÌÅȢȱ 

67. !ÒÔÉÃÌÅ σ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÌÌ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ȰÒÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÃÌÁÉÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÏÆ ÉÌÌÅÇÁÌ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÒÓ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ !ÒÔÉÃÌÅ ρ ȰÓÈÁÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅȟ ÆÁÓÔȟ ÓÉÍÐÌÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÃÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
person affected receiving the claims and reports of illegal content abovementioned in this Act, that it shall be 
simple, accessible, easy, and fast to receive all the wrongfulness reports that any user or person assaulted by 
any profile of the social network might submit, regarding the claims or contents described in this Act, which 
ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÐÁÔÅÎÔÌÙ ÉÌÌÅÇÁÌ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅ Á ÐÁÔÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓ ×ÒÏÎÇÆÕÌÎÅÓÓȢȱ 

68. 4ÈÅ ÂÉÌÌȭÓ !ÒÔÉÃÌÅ τ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÃÌÁÉÍÓ ÒÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ Á ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÓÔÅÐÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ȰÓocial 
ÍÅÄÉÁ ÔÉÔÌÅ ÈÏÌÄÅÒÓȱ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÉÍȟ ÅØÁÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÍÏÖÁÌ ÏÒ ÂÌÏÃËÁÇÅ ÏÒ ÄÉÓÁÂÌÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ Ȱ×ÉÔÈÉÎ Ô×ÅÎÔÙ-ÆÏÕÒ ɉςτɊ ÈÏÕÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔȭÓ 

                                                                    
76 United Nations. Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. Available at: 

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Opinion/Legislation/OL -ARG-1-2018.pdf   

77Enacom. No date. Bloqueo de sitios web. 

78 La Nación. May 29, 2018. La Justicia porteña pidió a las compañías de telefonía celular que bloqueen Uber; Clarín. February 13, 
2018. Uber apeló el bloqueo de la Justicia porteña, pero la aplicación sigue funcionando; Ultima Hora. February 10, 2018. Argentina: Justicia 
ordenó bloquear Uber en todo el país. 

79 Perfil. May 20, 2018. Córdoba: Quickvorcio es la primera app que la Justicia ordena bloquear; La Voz. May 12, 2018. Los divorcios 
online con bloqueo preventivo.  

80 Canal Diez. March 16, 2018. Telediario | MyBus, la aplicación bloqueada por el Municipio; Zona54. March 18, 2018. La 
-ÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌÉÄÁÄ ÂÌÏÑÕÅĕ ÌÁ ÁÐÐ ÇÒÁÔÕÉÔÁ Ȱ#ÕÜÎÄÏ ÐÁÓÁȱ; QUÉ. March, 12 2018. #ÒÅÁÄÏÒ ÄÅ -Ù"ÕÓ ÌÁÎÚĕ ȰȪ#ÕÜÎÄÏ ÐÁÓÁȩȱȡ ÅÌ ÇÏÂÉÅÒÎÏ ȰÌÁ 
ÂÌÏÑÕÅĕȱ. 

81 Legislatura de Tucuman. Proyecto de Ley Contra actos de odio, discriminación y violencia que se comenten a través de las redes 
sociales e internet. Expte. 341-PL-18. 23 de octubre de 2018. 

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Opinion/Legislation/OL-ARG-1-2018.pdf
https://www.enacom.gob.ar/bloqueo-de-sitios-web_p3286
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/2139012-la-justicia-portena-pidio-a-las-companias-de-telefonia-celular-que-bloqueen-uber
https://www.clarin.com/ciudades/justicia-portena-ordeno-bloquear-uber-pais_0_rJqYGFgPf.html
https://www.ultimahora.com/argentina-justicia-ordeno-bloquear-uber-todo-el-pais-n1133036.html
https://www.ultimahora.com/argentina-justicia-ordeno-bloquear-uber-todo-el-pais-n1133036.html
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https://www.perfil.com/noticias/cordoba/cordoba-quickvorcio-es-la-primera-aplicacion-que-la-justicia-ordena-bloquear.phtml
https://www.lavoz.com.ar/ciudadanos/los-divorcios-online-con-bloqueo-preventivo
https://www.lavoz.com.ar/ciudadanos/los-divorcios-online-con-bloqueo-preventivo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jw_qn-Y7Vlo
https://www.zona54.com/noticias/tecnología/3254-la-municipalidad-bloqueó-la-app-gratuita-%22cuándo-pasa
https://www.zona54.com/noticias/tecnología/3254-la-municipalidad-bloqueó-la-app-gratuita-%22cuándo-pasa
https://quedigital.com.ar/sociedad/creador-de-mybus-lanzo-cuando-pasa-pero-el-gobierno-la-bloqueo/
https://quedigital.com.ar/sociedad/creador-de-mybus-lanzo-cuando-pasa-pero-el-gobierno-la-bloqueo/
https://www.legislaturadetucuman.gob.ar/pdfs/expedientes/341-PL-18.pdf
https://www.legislaturadetucuman.gob.ar/pdfs/expedientes/341-PL-18.pdf
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ÓÕÂÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȢȱ ,ÉËÅ×ÉÓÅȟ ÉÔ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈes the provisions to identify the profile and that the eliminated content 
ȰÓÈÁÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÅÃÕÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÆÁÖÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍȭÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅȢȱ 

69. The bill determines a series of offenses, fines, and punishments in the case of non-compliance. It 
ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ Ìack of due diligence in the blocking of the patently illegal contents regarding hate, 
ÄÉÓÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÙ ÏÔÈÅÒ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÖÉÏÌÅÎÃÅȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÁÔÔÁÃËÓ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÒÅÐÕÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ 
honor, privacy, and intimacy, like damages to honor, within twenty-four (24) hours of being reported by the 
victim, will generate a pecuniary fine.ȱ  

70. Finally, according to the bill, the Application Authority is the Provincial State Secretariat on Human 
Rights.  

71. 4ÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒ ÈÁÓ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÐÒÏÃÅdures for de-indexing or removing content 
cannot be used as a preventive mechanism to protect the right to honor or reputation. Individuals have other 
remedies available to them to seek redress for the harm caused in the case of alleged dissemination of false, 
offensive, or inaccurate information by digital media, such as the right of correction and reply, and civil 
actions for damages. These remedies are less harmful to the right to freedom of expression and require the 
plaintiff to bear the burden of provÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÌÓÉÔÙ ÏÒ ÉÎÁÃÃÕÒÁÃÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÄÉÓÓÅÍÉÎÁÔÅÄȱȢ82 

72. The Office of the Special Rapporteur highlights that all restrictions on freedom of expression, 
including those that affect speech on the Internet, should be clearly and precisely established by law, 
proportionate to the legitimate aims pursued, and based on a judicial determination in adversarial 
proceedings. In this regard, the Office of the Special Rapporteur indicated that any legislation regulating the 
Internet should not contain vague and sweeping definitions or disproportionately affect the free flow of 
information and legitimate websites and services.83  

H.  Diversity and pluralism/Concentration of means of communication/Community broadcasting  

73. On June 29, the Commerce Secretariat, befÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÎ #ÏÍÐÅÔÅÎÃÅ $ÅÆÅÎÓÅȭÓ 
pronouncement, approved the fusion operation between the cable and internet company, Cablevisión SA 
ɉ'ÒÕÐÏ #ÌÁÒþÎȭÓ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙɊȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÔÅÌÅÐÈÏÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÂÉÌÅ ÐÈÏÎÅ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÓȟ 4ÅÌÅÃÏÍ !ÒÇÅÎÔÉÎÁ 
(&ÉÎÔÅÃÈɊȢ )Î ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÎÓÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÅÒÒÅÄ #ÁÂÌÅÖÉÓÉĕÎȭÓ ÂÒÏÁÄÃÁÓÔÉÎÇ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÁÄÉÏ ÅÌÅÃÔÒÉÃÁÌ 
spectrum frequencies for mobile services to Telecom.84 The merge operation was allegedly approved on 
December 21, 2017, by the National Communication Entity (Enacom), by means of Resolution 5644-E/2017. 
The decision to merge both companies was announced in June of that same year, after the government had 
passed, in December 2016, a decree authorizing telecommunications companies to provide several services in 
Á ÃÏÎÖÅÒÇÉÎÇ ÍÁÎÎÅÒȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ȰÑÕÁÄÒÕÐÌÅ ÐÌÁÙȢȱ85 

74. %ÎÁÃÏÍȭÓ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÁÔÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÓÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÅÄ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ȰÁ ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÉÏÎÓ 
ÁÎÄ ÏÂÌÉÇÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÉÍÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÉÎÓÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȭÓ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÎÇ co-ops and small 
ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÔÏÒȢȱ86 In this sense, it was established that in the cities where Telecom has significant 
market positioning, it shall offer the same commercial conditions as it does in the Metropolitan Area of 
Buenos Aires, where there is more competition. It also established that the company shall give back the radio 
electrical spectrum exceeding the maximum level allowed of 140 MHz. Due to the fusion, Telecom has 220 

                                                                    
82 IACHR. Annual Report 2016. Annual Report of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Chapter II 

(Evaluation of the State of Freedom of Expression in the Hemisphere). OEA/Ser.L/V/II.Doc. Doc. 22/17, March 15, 2017. Para. 139. 

83 UN Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Opinion and Expression and IACHR-OAS Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression. 
January 20, 2012. Joint Declaration. 

84 Perfil. June 30, 2018. Aprobaron la fusión de Telecom-Cablevisión y le imponen condiciones; Página 12. June 29, 2018. Aprobaron la 
fusión de Cablevisión y Telecom; Clarín. June 29, 2018. Con exigencias, se aprobó la fusión entre Telecom y Cablevisión. 

85 IACHR. Annual Report 2017. Report of the Office of The Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Chapter II (Evaluation of 
the State Freedom of Expression in the Hemisphere). OEA/Ser.L/V/II. Doc. 210/17. December 31, 2017. Para. 67; Ente Nacional de 
Comunicaciones (Enacom). December 21, 2017. Enacom aprobó la fusión de Telecom de Argentina S.A. y Cablevisión S.A.; Ente Nacional de 
Comunicaciones (Enacom). Resolución 5644-E/2017. December 21, 2017; Télam. December 22, 2017. ¿Qué significa la fusión Cablevisión-
Telecom?; Ente Nacional de Comunicaciones (Enacom). Resolución 5644-E/2017. December 21, 2017; La Nación. December 21, 2017. 
Enacom aprobó la fusión entre Cablevisión y Telecom. 

86Ente Nacional de Comunicaciones (Enacom). December 21, 2017. Enacom aprobó la fusión de Telecom de Argentina S.A. y 
Cablevisión S.A. 
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https://www.clarin.com/economia/economia/exigencias-aprobo-fusion-telecom-cablevision_0_HyPvqxNzQ.html
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/docs/annual/2017/docs/AnnexRELE.pdf
https://www.enacom.gob.ar/institucional/enacom-aprobo-la-fusion-de-telecom-de-argentina-s-a--y-cablevision-s-a-_n1838
https://www.boletinoficial.gob.ar/#!DetalleNorma/176573/20171222
http://www.telam.com.ar/notas/201712/233091-fusion-telecom-cablevision-internet-cuadruple-play-que-significa.html
http://www.telam.com.ar/notas/201712/233091-fusion-telecom-cablevision-internet-cuadruple-play-que-significa.html
https://www.boletinoficial.gob.ar/#!DetalleNorma/176573/20171222
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/2094492-el-gobierno-aprobo-la-fusion-entre-cablevision-y-telecom
https://www.enacom.gob.ar/institucional/enacom-aprobo-la-fusion-de-telecom-de-argentina-s-a--y-cablevision-s-a-_n1838
https://www.enacom.gob.ar/institucional/enacom-aprobo-la-fusion-de-telecom-de-argentina-s-a--y-cablevision-s-a-_n1838
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MHz, so it will give 80 MHz back.87 Furthermore, Telecom is not allowed to pack services for six months or 
one year, depending on the region. This aims at impeding giving preference to the company, since it is the 
first quadruple play operator. Moreover, Telecom shall open its network so than any current or future ISP can 
provide a retail broadband service trough ADSL.88 

75. Telefónica challenged the approval of the fusion between Cablevisión and Telecom before the 
#ÏÍÍÅÒÃÅ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÉÁÔȟ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ Á ȰÄÉÓÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÔÏÒÙ ÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔȱ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÏÒÓȟ ÒÉÓËÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
sectorȭÓ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÇÈ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÁÕÓÅÓȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ *ÕÎÅ ςω ×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÓÉÏÎ Ȱ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓ ÃÏÎÓÅÑÕÅÎÃÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÅÌÅÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ !ÒÇÅÎÔÉÎÁȢȱ 3ÉÎÃÅ ÉÔ did not receive a response by the state body, in August, 
Telefónica reiterated, before the Commerce Secretariat, its administrative remedy against the resolution that 
approved the fusion. The company announced that, in the case of the absence of a response, it would resort to 
the Civil and Commercial Chamber, as it is foreseen in the Competence Defense Act.89 According to the 
information available, Telefónica filed a lawsuit on October 24 before a civil court.90  

76. Based on the powers granted by Article 41 of the American Convention on Human Rights, the Office 
of the Special Rapporteur requested information from the State on the merge operation of both companies 
and on eventual analyses on the impact the said operation might cause on the competence and plurality of 
communication and telecommunications services, and the safeguards applied to avoid an excessive market 
concentration. The State replied to the request on September 28. In the missive, the Government stated that 
ȰÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÁÌÌÅÇÅÄ ÃÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏcess mentioned, the former does not exist and that all the measures 
adopted by the Argentinian Government aim at promoting competition and increasing the number of 
ÏÐÅÒÁÔÏÒÓ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÇÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȢȱ !ÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÒÇÅ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ #ÁÂÌÅÖÉÓÉón and 
4ÅÌÅÃÏÍȟ ÉÔ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÃÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÏÕÔ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÏÒÙ ÆÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒËȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÄÕÌÙ 
ÉÎÔÅÒÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÅÎÔ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÂÏÄÉÅÓȢȱ )Ô ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ %ÎÔÉÔÙ 
approved the mentioned process by means of Resolution No. 5644-E/2017, of its Directorate, ad referendum 
of the decision that the National Commission on Competence Defense (CNDC), settling divestment conditions 
and establishing asymmetrical measures to guarantee competition in those zones in which the merged 
ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÄÏÍÉÎÁÎÔ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÒËÅÔȢȱ 

77. Likewise, the State indicated that from its creation, Enacom has granted 1,255 licenses for 
Information and Communications Technology Services (TIC). Moreover, the body approved 114 permits, 560 
licenses, and 255 authorizations for broadcast media. Among them, it especially highlighted the concession of 
21 FM radio stations for indigenous peoples, 56 authorizations and licenses for non-profit organizations, and 
6 radio stations for National Universities.91  

78. Furthermore, in June, two community channels were granted definite qualification to broadcast 
ÄÉÇÉÔÁÌ 46Ȣ 4ÈÅ ÃÈÁÎÎÅÌÓ ÁÒÅ Ȱ"ÁÒÒÉÃÁÄÁ 46ȱ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ !ÕÔÏÎÏÍÏÕÓ #ÉÔÙ ÏÆ "ÕÅÎÏÓ !ÉÒÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ Ȱ0!2%3ÔÖȱ ÆÒÏÍ 
Luján. Both of them became awardees of open digital TV licenses through public tenders, which indicated 
them winners in November 2015, in the framework of the Audiovisual Communication Services Act.92  

                                                                    
87 Ente Nacional de Comunicaciones (Enacom). December 21, 2017. Enacom aprobó la fusión de Telecom de Argentina S.A. y 

Cablevisión S.A. 

88 Perfil. June 30, 2018. Aprobaron la fusión de Telecom-Cablevisión y le imponen condiciones; Página 12. June 29, 2018. Aprobaron la 
fusión de Cablevisión y Telecom; Clarín. June 29, 2018. Con exigencias, se aprobó la fusión entre Telecom y Cablevisión.  

89 La Nación. July 25, 2018. Telefónica impugnó la fusión entre Cablevisión y Telecom; Perfil. July 23, 2018. Telefónica impugnó la 
fusión Cablevisión - Telecom por generar "inequidades en el sector"; Ámbito. August 7, 2018. Telefónica reiteró denuncia contra fusión 
Telecom-Cablevisión. 

90 El Tiempo. November 6, 2018. Telefónica va a la Justicia contra la fusión Cablevisión-Telecom; Página 12. November 6, 2018. 
Telefónica sube la apuesta. 

91 Letter from the Argentine State sent to the Office of the Special Rapporteur in response to a request for information. September 
28, 2018. Available at: Archives of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expresion.  

92Infonews. June 19, 2018. Victoria para los medios autogestivos: Barricada TV derrotó a las interferencias de Canal 13; Resumen 
latinoamericano. June 19, 2018. Argentina. Barricada y Pares TV logran habilitación definitiva y llegarán al cable; Barricada TV. January 
25, 2018. Canales comunitarios a un paso de la habilitación definitiva para operar en televisión digital; Observa COM. February 5, 2018. 
Dos TV comunitarias digitales cerca de su habilitación definitiva en Argentina. 
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https://www.pagina12.com.ar/153447-telefonica-sube-la-apuesta
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79. According to the public information by Enacom, in 2018, seven new social organizations were 
allegedly included to the support program of the Promoting Competitive Fund of Audiovisual Communication 
(Fomeca), created by Audiovisual Communication Services Act, with the aim of strengthening non-profit 
communication actors.93  

80. However, the Argentinian Fund of Community Radio Stations (FARCO) informed that several projects 
financed by Fomeca that were allocated in 2017 have not been executed yet and the funds were not received, 
as well as that some of them were allocated in 2015 and 2016. Apart from the low budgetary execution, they 
reported a cutback of more than 50% for the funds allocated to the sector, which might seriously limit the 
access of community media and indigenous peoples to the resources foreseen by the law.94 

81. Article 13.3 of the American ConveÎÔÉÏÎ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰɍÔɎÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÍÁÙ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ 
restricted by indirect methods or means, such as the abuse of government or private controls over newsprint, 
radio broadcasting frequencies, or equipment used in the dissemination of information, or by any other 
ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÅÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÃÉÒÃÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÉÄÅÁÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎÓȢȱ 3ÉÍÉÌÁÒÌÙȟ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ ρσ ÏÆ 
the Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ of power and the use of public funds by the state, the granting of customs duty 
privileges, the arbitrary and discriminatory placement of official advertising and government loans; the 
concession of radio and television broadcast frequencies, among others, with the intent to put pressure on 
and punish or reward and provide privileges to social communicators and communications media because of 
ÔÈÅ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓ ÔÈÒÅÁÔÅÎ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÅØÐÌÉÃÉÔÌÙ ÐÒÏÈÉÂÉÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÌÁ×Ȣȱ 

Situation of th e Ombudsman on Audiovisual Communication Services 

82. On September 26, the Bicameral Commission on Promotion and Monitoring of Audiovisual 
Communication, Telecommunications and Digitalization Technologies appointed Emilio Jesús Alonso as 
Temporary Head of the Ombudsman on Audiovisual Communication Services, a protection body foreseen in 
Act No. 26,522 on Audiovisual Communication Services. The position had been vacant from November 2016. 
4ÈÅ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔ ÁÌÌÅÇÅÄÌÙ ÃÁÕÓÅÄ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎȭÓ Ìegislators and several civil society 
organizations, since an open and transparent appointment procedure was not carried out, and the new 
worker lacked background in the area.95 The Centre for Legal and Social Studies (CELS), together with 20 
organizations, sent a letter to the Bicameral Commission on Promotion and Monitoring of Audiovisual 
#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÃÉÎÄ ÉÔ ÕÎÔÉÌ Á 
broad, transparent, and participative procedure is carried out for the selection and appointment of the 
Ombudsman's head.96  

83. According to the information received by the Office of the Special Rapporteur, the Bicameral 
Commission replied to the organizations through a missive dated October 26, in which it indicated that the 
appointment of Alonso would not be suspended, since it had been carried out pursuant to the Commission's 
Rules of Procedure. Likewise, it informed that the Commission was in the middle of the appointment of the 
new member of the Ombudsman, under strict compliance with the Audiovisual Communication Services 
Act.97 

84. 4ÈÅ )!#(2 ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ /ÍÂÕÄÓÍÁÎȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÏÎ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎ ÃÁÓÅÓ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÅÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ 
and non-discrimination in the programming of audiovisual services. For instance, the IACHR highlighted that 
in December 2014, the Ombudsman recommended that a radio station adopted a code of ethics or a style 

                                                                    
93 Twitter account of Ente Nacional de Comunicaciones (@ENACOMArgentina). August 22, 2018; Ente Nacional de Comunicaciones. 

Fomeca: montos aprobados y pagados por línea de concurso. August 31, 2018. 

94 Foro Argentino de Radios Comunitarias (FARCO). Informe. No date. Available at: Archives of the Office of the Special Rapporteur 
for Freedom of Expresion. 

95 Parlamentario. September 28, 2018. La designación provisoria del Defensor del Público desató polémica en el Congreso; Página 12. 
September 30, 2018. Una elegante intervención. 

96 Letter from Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales addressed to the Comisión Bicameral de la Promoción y Seguimiento de la 
Comunicación Audiovisual, las Tecnologías de las Telecomunicaciones y la Digitalización. No date. Available at: Archives of the Office of 
the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expresion.  

97 Letter from the Comisión Bicameral de la Promoción y Seguimiento de la Comunicación Audiovisual, las Tecnologías de las 
Telecomunicaciones y la Digitalización, addressed to Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales. October 26, 2018. Available at: Archives of 
the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expresion. 

https://twitter.com/ENACOMArgentina/status/1032225305233170433
http://datosabiertos.enacom.gob.ar/dataviews/240985/fomeca-montos-aprobados-y-pagados-por-entidad-beneficiada/
http://www.parlamentario.com/noticia-113213.html
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/145489-una-elegante-intervencion
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guide including guidelines on the non-discrimination principle, showing the progress achieved by the 
national legislation. It also ordered that the Legal Department carry out, draft, and then distribute guidelines 
on responsible journalistic treatment toward sexual diversity and in audiovisual communication services.98 

I. Government advertising  

85. According to the information available, journalistic organizations have shown their concern for the 
removal and reduction of job positions in Argentinian media. The Argentinian Journalism Forum (FOPEA) 
ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÉÔÓ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ȰÃÏÎÓÔÁÎÔ ÌÏÓÓ ÏÆ ÊÏÂ ÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÉÖÁÔÅ ÓÅÃÔÏÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁȱ ÁÎÄ 
requested the directors of public and private mediaȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÏÎÓȟ ȰÔÏ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÁÇÒÅÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÓÏ ÁÓ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ 
ÊÏÂÓȢȱ99 For its part, the Press Association of Santa Fe (AP.SF), regarding the National Radio Station Santa Fe, 
ÒÅÆÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÁÎ ȰÁÄÊÕÓÔÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÒÓÅÃÕÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȢȱ100  

86. In a letter disseminated on February 26, President Mauricio Macri addressed the criticism received 
by his administration for having significantly reduced government advertising to the media, which affected 
some of them and caused them to close or significantly reduce their staff. The government acknowledged that 
ȰÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÍÅÄÉÁ ÈÁÖÅ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÃÌÏÓÅÄȟ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÅÎÔÅÎÎÉÁÌȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ Ȭ%Ì 'ÒÜÆÉÃÏȭ ÏÒ Ȭ"ÕÅÎÏÓ !ÉÒÅÓ 
(ÅÒÁÌÄȟȭ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÂÓÅÑÕÅÎÔ ÌÏÓÓ ÏÆ ÊÏÂÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÒÉÃÈÎÅÓÓȢȱ )Î ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÎÓÅȟ ÉÔ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ 
challenge is important for the State and all the ones interested in the existence of an independent and plural 
ÍÅÄÉÁ ÓÙÓÔÅÍȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÎÓÕÒÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÏÆ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ 
Ȱis open to hear suggestions on its potential contributions (...) to go through this technological transition and 
ÔÈÉÓ ÅÐÏÃÈÁÌ ÃÈÁÎÇÅȢȱ 

87. Furthermore, it expressed that when the government took power in December 2015, the advertising 
pattern of the National SÔÁÔÅ ×ÁÓ ȰÔÏÏ ÂÕÌËÙȱ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ȰÁÒÂÉÔÒÁÒÉÌÙ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÄ ÉÎ Á ÎÏÎ-transparent 
ÍÁÎÎÅÒȟȱ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÄÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ȰÏÒÉÅÎÔÅÄ ÔÏÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÏÎ "ÕÅÎÏÓ !ÉÒÅÓȭ ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒÓȱ ÁÎÄ ÏÎ ȰÆÅ× ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÅÅÓȟȱ ÓÏ 
ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ ÔÏ ȰÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓÉÖÅÌÙ ÒÅÄÕÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÄÖÅÒÔÉÓÉÎÇȭÓ ÓÕÍȟȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÂÙ ςπρψ 
ÄÅÃÒÅÁÓÅÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÈÁÌÆ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ ςπρυȢ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈ ÒÕÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÎ 
government advertising allowing objective criteria when planning campaigns, including provincial media, and 
leaving the smallest ÍÁÒÇÉÎ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÉÅÓȭ ÁÒÂÉÔÒÁÒÉÎÅÓÓȟȱ ÉÔ ÁÄÄÅÄȢ )Ô ÁÌÓÏ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ 
ÄÉÓÓÅÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÄÁÔÁ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÄÖÅÒÔÉÓÉÎÇ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÏÍÐÕÌÓÏÒÙ Ô×ÉÃÅ Á ÙÅÁÒȱ ÓÉÎÃÅ 
2017.101 

J. Other relevant situations  

88. According to the information received by the Office of the Special Rapporteur, the state agency of 
Télam news allegedly dismissed 354 workers in June, which is 40% of the staff approximately. Since then, the 
ÍÅÄÉÕÍȭÓ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÃÏÎÆÌÉÃÔȟ ÃÁÒÒÙÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÐÒÏÔÅsts and strikes asking for the 
recuperation of jobs.102   !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ×ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ *ÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȭ 5ÎÉÏÎ ÏÆ "ÕÅÎÏÓ !ÉÒÅÓ ɉ3ÉÐÒÅÂÁɊ 
ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅȟ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÄÉÓÍÉÓÓÁÌÓ ÏÆ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÏÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ȰÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÉÄÅÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ 
persecutÉÏÎȱ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÕÍȭÓ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÉÅÓȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ 
allegedly questioned by other unions from different parts of the country.103  

                                                                    
98 IACHR. Annual Report 2015. Annual Report of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Chapter IV (Hate 

Speech and Incitement to Violence Against Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Persons in the Americas). O OEA/Ser.L/V/II. Doc. 
48/15. December 31, 2015. Para. 28. 

99 FOPEA. January 4, 2018. Fopea expresa su preocupación por la constante pérdida de fuentes de trabajo en el ámbito público y 
privado en medios de comunicación. 

100 APSF. February 15, 2018. Estado de alerta, movilización y asamblea en La Opinión; APSF. January 2, 2018. Despidos y ajuste: 
Movilización en Radio Nacional. 

101 República Argentina. Presidencia de la Nación. February 26, 2018. Carta de Jefatura #10 - Libertad de expresión y Medios Públicos; 
Inter American Press Association (IAPA). 2018 Midyear Meeting Report. Medellin, Colombia.  Arg entina.  April 13-15, 2018. 

102 El País. July 5, 2018. Argentina protesta por el despido de 354 trabajadores de la agencia estatal de noticias; Infobae. July 11, 2018. 
En el Congreso, Hernán Lombardi respondió preguntas por los despidos en Télam; Minuto Uno. July 13, 2018. La Justicia dictaminó revocar 
los despidos masivos en la agencia Télam. 

103 Letter from the Press Union of the City of Buenos Aires (Sipreba) (Sindicato de Prensa de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires)  
addressed to the Office of the Special Rapporteur. June, 2018. Available at: Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of 
Expression. 

http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/reports/annual/AnnualReport2015RELE.pdf
http://www.fopea.org/fopea-expresa-su-preocupacion-por-la-constante-perdida-de-fuentes-de-trabajo-en-el-ambito-publico-y-privado-en-medios-de-comunicacion/
http://www.fopea.org/fopea-expresa-su-preocupacion-por-la-constante-perdida-de-fuentes-de-trabajo-en-el-ambito-publico-y-privado-en-medios-de-comunicacion/
http://www.apsf.org.ar/noticia/generales/651-mas-despidos-en-nacional
http://www.apsf.org.ar/noticia/generales/648-despidos-y-ajuste-movilizacion-en-radio-nacional
http://www.apsf.org.ar/noticia/generales/648-despidos-y-ajuste-movilizacion-en-radio-nacional
http://www.apsf.org.ar/noticia/generales/648-despidos-y-ajuste-movilizacion-en-radio-nacional
https://www.casarosada.gob.ar/slider-principal/42079
https://en.sipiapa.org/notas/1212202-argentina
https://elpais.com/internacional/2018/07/05/argentina/1530818310_666821.html
https://www.infobae.com/politica/2018/07/11/en-el-congreso-hernan-lombardi-responde-preguntas-por-los-despidos-en-telam/
https://www.minutouno.com/notas/3080403-la-justicia-dictamino-revocar-los-despidos-masivos-la-agencia-telam
https://www.minutouno.com/notas/3080403-la-justicia-dictamino-revocar-los-despidos-masivos-la-agencia-telam


 

51 
 

89. Pursuant to the information received, on July 13, Labor Judge Ricardo Tatarsky approved a 
precautionary measure imposed by press unions and ordered the reinstatement of five employees who 
submitted judicial proceedings. The decision allegedly considered that in view of the foreseen personal re-
structuring, the company should have previously initiated a Crisis-Preventive Proceeding (PPCE) before the 
Ministry of Labor and in view of that, it should have allegedly ordered the restitution until the eventual 
administration instance is solved.104 Télam Agency allegedly filed for a revocation remedy against the 
precautionary decision, which was rejected, and another motion of appeal, which was dismissed by the Fifth 
Courtroom of the National Labor Court of Appeal.105 Likewise, pursuant to the precautionary measures 
adopted by Labor Justice, the agency allegedly reinstated 117 dismissed employees, according to what was 
informed by the State in September.106 Later on, in October, Labor Judge Tatarsky approved new temporary 
precautionary measures in the framework of judicial proceedings initiated by more workers, who determined 
the provisional readmission of 138 employees of the state agency.107 On November 2, the domestic union 
ÃÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ *ÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȭ 5ÎÉÏÎ ÏÆ "ÕÅÎÏÓ !ÉÒÅÓ ÆÏÒÍÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÁÓÓÕÍÅÄ ÎÅÇÏÔÉÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ 4ïÌÁÍ !ÇÅÎÃÙȭÓ 
Directorate.108 

90. The Office of the Special Rapporteur sent a letter to the State, based on the powers established in 
!ÒÔÉÃÌÅ τρ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ (ÕÍÁÎ 2ÉÇÈÔÓȟ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ 4ïÌÁÍ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȭ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ 
and the reasons motivating the dismissals. In its response of September 28, the State indicated that when the 
current government took power, the agency functioned based on political and partial criteria, and it was 
ÆÁÃÉÎÇ ÁÎ ȰÁ×ÆÕÌȱ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÄ ÁÎ ȰÏÖÅÒÓÉÚÅÄȱ ÓÔÁÆÆȢ 4ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ×ÈÙ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ suggested 
re-assembling it in an administrative and organizational manner, implementing an austerity policy regarding 
expenditure and investment on infrastructure and equipment. However, the State indicated that since the 
ψψϷ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÇÅÎÃÙȭÓ ÔÏÔÁÌ ÂÕÄÇÅÔ ×as aimed at paying wages, it was necessary to dramatically reduce the staff 
and dismiss 354 out of the 870 employees so as to balance its economic situation. According to what it said, 
the criterion to determine the dismissals was professional performance, compromise, and presenteeism, and 
indicated that factors, such as party or union affiliation, were not considered.  

91. &ÕÒÔÈÅÒÍÏÒÅȟ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÉÔÓ ÄÉÓÁÇÒÅÅÍÅÎÔ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÇÅÎÃÙȭÓ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓ ÂÙ 
unions and dismissed employees, and particularly regarding a group of people who are not members of the 
ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÎ ÓÐÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÅÒÅȢ )Ô ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙȭÓ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ 
threatened and intimidated, in some cases in a violent manner, and that they have filed complaints to the 
ÐÏÌÉÃÅ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓȢ &ÉÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÃÌÁÉÍÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÖÅ ÇÕÁÒÁÎÔÅÅÓ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȭ ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ 
professional practices based on the principles of truthfulness, impartiality, objectivity, and plurality were 
implemented.109  

92. The Office of the Special Rapporteur received a complaint of June 8 by the Secretary General of the 
Press Union of the City of Buenos Aires (Sipreba), Fernando Dondero, in which he describes a reduction of the 
production of their own content in public media. AccordiÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÓÓÉÖÅȟ Ȱ46 0ĭÂÌÉÃÁȱ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÌÙ ÒÅÍÏÖÅÄ 
the production of content during weekends and then removed hours from informative programs; Radio 
Nacional reduced local contents of almost all of this headquarters outside Buenos Aires, and Télam Agency 
removed contents with the elimination of products for its agency subscribers. Likewise, the report indicated 

                                                                    
104 Perfil. July 13, 2018. La justicia ordenó reincorporar a 5 trabajadores despedidos de Télam; Minuto Uno. July 13, 2018. La Justicia 

dictaminó revocar los despidos masivos en la agencia Télam. 

105 Tiempo Argentino. August 22, 2018. La Justicia laboral falló contra los despidos masivos en Télam; Página 12. August 23, 2018. 
Nuevo fallo contra los despidos; La Capital. August 8, 2018. Télam ofreció retomar a 40 de los 357 despedidos, pero la idea fue rechazada. 

106 Letter from the Argentine State sent to the Office of the Special Rapporteur in response to a request for information. September 
28, 2018. Available at: Archives of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expresion.  

107EFE. October 19, 2018. Un juez argentino dicta la readmisión cautelar de 138 trabajadores de Télam; Página 12. October 18, 2018. 
Otra cautelar a favor de los trabajadores de Télam; Sipreba. October 19, 2018. La justicia reincorpora a los trabajadores de Télam y anula 
el plan de despidos de Lombardi y Pousá. 

108Página 12. October 19, 2018. Terminó la toma en Télam y el lunes levantan el paro; Sipreba. October 20, 2018. Télam: Trabajadorxs 
suspenden el paro tras las reincorporaciones ordenadas por la justicia pero el conflicto continúa; Sipreba. November 4, 2018. Télam: se 
retomó el diálogo con el Directorio. 

109 Letter from the Argentine State sent to the Office of the Special Rapporteur in response to a request for information. September 
28, 2018. Available at: Archives of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expresion.  
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https://www.pagina12.com.ar/137111-nuevo-fallo-contra-los-despidos
https://www.lacapital.com.ar/informacion-gral/telam-ofrecio-retomar-40-los-357-despedidos-pero-la-idea-fue-rechazada-n1654580.html
https://www.efe.com/efe/cono-sur/tecnologia/un-juez-argentino-dicta-la-readmision-cautelar-de-138-trabajadores-telam/50000765-3785413
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ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÍÅÄÉÁ ȰÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÉÎÇ ÁÃÔÓ ÁÔ ÉÔÓ ÎÅ×ÓÒÏÏÍÓȟ ÉÎ ÍÁÎÙ ÃÁÓÅÓȟ ÏÎ 
discriminatory and persecutory dismissals, in uniÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÄÅÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÔÅÒÍÓȢȱ110 

93. 4ÈÅ "ÏÏËÓȭ &ÁÉÒȭÓ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÒÓ ÉÎ "ÕÅÎÏÓ !ÉÒÅÓ ÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÕÓÐÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Ȱ3ÅÒÜ ÖÅÎÇÁÎÚÁȱ 
documentary by Andrés Paternostro, a few hours before its exhibition, on May 3, after having received 
communications by human rights bodies and having considered the protests carried out by political and 
ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÅ ÁÎ ÁÔÍÏÓÐÈÅÒÅ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÎÁÂÌÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÍÉÔȭÓ 
ÃÁÎÃÅÌÌÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ !ÍÏÎÇ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ȰÔÈÅ ÓÅÌÆÉÓÈ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÍÅÍÏÒÙȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
rejection to grant home imprisonment to the military soldiers convicted of human rights violations. The 
ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÓÕÓÐÅÎÓÉÏÎ ÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÍÅÄÉÁȟ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÁÎ 
act of censorship, and those who believe that the presentation might have been a eulogy to State terrorism. 
The Association of Argentinian Journalistic Entities (ADEPA) issued a communication expressing its concern 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÒÓȭ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎȢ111  

                                                                    
110 Letter from Sindicato de Prensa de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires (Sipreba) addressed to the Special Rapporteur. June, 2018. 

Available at: Archives of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expresion. 

111 ADEPA. May 4, 2018. Preocupación de Adepa ante la suspensión de un acto en la Feria del Libro; La Nación. May 3, 2018. Otra 
polémica en la Feria del Libro: cancelaron la proyección de un film que pide la prisión domiciliaria de militares detenidos; Infobae. May 4, 
2018. "Será venganza": esta es la película prohibida en la Feria del Libro. 

http://adepa.org.ar/preocupacion-de-adepa-ante-la-suspension-de-un-acto-en-la-feria-del-libro/
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/2131271-otra-polemica-en-la-feria-del-libro-cancelaron-la-proyeccion-de-un-film-que-pide-la-prision-domiciliaria-de-militares-detenidos
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/2131271-otra-polemica-en-la-feria-del-libro-cancelaron-la-proyeccion-de-un-film-que-pide-la-prision-domiciliaria-de-militares-detenidos
https://www.infobae.com/sociedad/2018/05/04/sera-venganza-esta-es-la-pelicula-prohibida-en-la-feria-del-libro/
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3. BAHAMAS 

A. Progress 

94. On April 18, The Nassau Guardian reported that the Supreme Court of the Bahamas dismissed a 
defamation lawsuit filed in 2013 by the former Superintendents of Prisons, and former Ambassador to the 
United Nations, Dr. Elliston Rahamig, against this media. Rahming, would have sued the media alleging that he 
was defamed by a story published regarding his appointment as ambassador to the United States. The judge 
would have determined that the plaintiff did not present evidence about the defamatory nature of the 
publication, nor did he prove the damage and that, in addition, he was eventually appointed to the United 
Nations and then as permanent representative of the Organization of American States112. 

95. In 2018, according to the information available, some provisions of the law on access to public 
information enacted in 2017 became fully effective113. In this context, the Office of the Special Rapporteur 
received information that on April 23 a workshop was held on the law in which high-level public authorities 
participated. According to the information, the law would come into force "in stages" and would be budgeted 
starting in 2019114. On March 1, the whistleblower protection provisions came into effect115. In this regard, in 
September, Attorney General Carl Bethel confirmed that one complainant is being benefited116. 

B. Stigmatizing statements  

96. According to available information, Attorney General Carl Bethel would have expressed an 
intimidating speech against activists and human rights defenders who would have published an edition of an 
educational brochure on the rights of immigrants. In this sense, the Attorney General would have questioned 
the legitimacy of the group and would have mentioned that the pamphlet contains information "highly 
offensive" and "deliberately misleading" about the legal framework of immigrants' rights, as well as "false 
representations" and erroneous analysis of immigration laws. In particular, he alleged that the brochure 
contained false images of alleged arbitrary arrests of immigrants by the authorities117. 

97. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that public servants have the duty to ensure that their 
statements do not infringe upon the rights of those who contribute to public deliberation through the 
expression and dissemination of their thoughts, such as journalists, media outlets, and human rights defense 
organizations. They must be mindful of the context in which they express themselves in order to ensure that 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÒÔȟ ȰÆÏÒÍÓ ÏÆ ÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÏÒ ÉÎÄirect interference or 
harmful pressure on the rights of those who seek to contribute with public deliberation through the 
ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÆÆÕÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓȢȱ118 

                                                                    
112 The Nassau Guardian. April 18, 2018. Rahming loses defamation suit against Guardian. 

113 The Bahamas. Office of the Attorney General and Ministry of Legal Affairs. Freedom of Information Act, 2017. March 1, 2017. 
According to public government information, parts I, V (sections 30, 32, 33, 34, 36, 37 and 38), and VIII (sections 57, 59 and 60) came 
into force on March 1, 2018. Available at: http://laws.bahamas.gov.bs/cms/au/legislation/acts -by-year.html?view=acts_by_year 

114 Bahama Press. April 24, 2018. PM says Freedom of Information is coming but still cannot tell residents when; The Nassau Guardian. 
April 24, 2018. FOIA training to cost around $1 million; Tribune 242. April 23, 2018. Full Steam Ahead For Foi Act; The Bahamas Weekly. 
April 23, 2018. Remarks by Prime Minister Minnis at opening of FOIA Workshop. 

115 The Nassau Guardian. March 8, 2018. Whistle blower protection provision of FOIA enacted; The Nassau Guardian. April 25, 2018. 
Learning about the Freedom of Information Act; Tribune 242. March 14, 2018. Minister SeÅËÓ Ȭ3ÏÂÅÒȭ $ÅÂÁÔÅ !ÂÏÕÔ -ÁÒÉÔÁÌ 2ÁÐÅ ,Á×Ó. 

116 The Nassau Guardian. September 26, 2018. AG confirms Ash payments; Tribune 242. September 26, 2018. Just Old Debts: Bethel 
)ÎÓÉÓÔÓ -ÏÎÅÙ 4Ï #ÏÎÔÒÁÃÔÏÒ !ÓÈ Ȭ!ÌÌ !ÂÏÖÅ "ÏÁÒÄȭ. 

117 The Nassau Guardian. March 6, 2018. Smith accuses AG of bully tactics; Bahama Press. March 6, 2018. FNM trying to muzzle 
ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÖÅÒ ÉÍÍÉÇÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÕÓÅÓ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ !' ÔÏ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÂÏÄÉÅÓ ÏÖÅÒ ȬÕÎÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃȭ ÁÎÄ ȬÉÎÔÉÍÉÄÁÔÉÎÇȭ 
statements; Tribune 242. March 6, 2018. 3ÍÉÔÈ (ÉÔÓ "ÁÃË !Ô Ȭ#Ï×ÁÒÄÌÙȭ "ÅÔÈÅÌ; The Bahamas Weekly. March 5, 2018. QC publicly condemns 
AG Bethel. 

118 I/A Court H. R. Case Ríos et al v. Venezuela. Preliminary Objections, Merits, Reparations and Costs. Judgment of January 28, 2009. 
Serie C No. 194. Para. 139. 

https://thenassauguardian.com/2018/04/18/rahming-loses-defamation-suit-against-guardian/
http://laws.bahamas.gov.bs/cms/images/LEGISLATION/PRINCIPAL/2017/2017-0001/FreedomofInformationAct2017_1.pdf
http://laws.bahamas.gov.bs/cms/au/legislation/acts-by-year.html?view=acts_by_year
http://bahamaspress.com/2018/04/24/pm-says-freedom-of-information-is-coming-but-still-cannot-tell-residents-when/
https://thenassauguardian.com/2018/04/24/foia-training-to-cost-around-1-million/
http://www.tribune242.com/news/2018/apr/24/full-steam-ahead-foi-act/
http://www.thebahamasweekly.com/publish/bis-news-updates/Remarks_by_Prime_Minister_Minnis_at_opening_of_FOIA_Workshop57830.shtml
https://thenassauguardian.com/2018/03/08/whistle-blower-protection-provision-of-foia-enacted/
https://thenassauguardian.com/2018/04/25/learning-about-the-freedom-of-information-act/
http://www.tribune242.com/news/2018/mar/14/minister-seeks-sober-debate-about-marital-rape-law/
https://thenassauguardian.com/2018/09/26/ag-confirms-ash-payments/
http://www.tribune242.com/news/2018/sep/26/just-old-debts-bethel-insists-money-contractor-ash/
http://www.tribune242.com/news/2018/sep/26/just-old-debts-bethel-insists-money-contractor-ash/
https://thenassauguardian.com/2018/03/06/smith-accuses-ag-of-bully-tactics/
http://bahamaspress.com/2018/03/06/fnm-trying-to-muzzle-freedom-of-expression-over-immigration-abuses-rights-group-reporting-ag-to-international-bodies-over-undemocratic-and-intimidating-statements/
http://bahamaspress.com/2018/03/06/fnm-trying-to-muzzle-freedom-of-expression-over-immigration-abuses-rights-group-reporting-ag-to-international-bodies-over-undemocratic-and-intimidating-statements/
http://bahamaspress.com/2018/03/06/fnm-trying-to-muzzle-freedom-of-expression-over-immigration-abuses-rights-group-reporting-ag-to-international-bodies-over-undemocratic-and-intimidating-statements/
http://www.tribune242.com/news/2018/mar/06/smith-hits-back-cowardly-bethel/
http://www.thebahamasweekly.com/publish/local/QC_publicly_condemns_AG_Bethel57347.shtml
http://www.thebahamasweekly.com/publish/local/QC_publicly_condemns_AG_Bethel57347.shtml
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4. BARBADOS 

A. Freedom of expression in electoral contexts  

98. In 2018, general elections to occupy seats in the House of Assembly took place. In this elections the 
Barbados Labor Party obtained all the seats and Mia Mottley was elected as Prime Minister. The Office of the 
Special Rapporteur has been informed that, based on the electoral campaign, the elected government has 
formulated proposals that seek to promote a law on access to public information and other legal reforms to 
improve accountability, protection of corruption whistleblowers, and government transparency policies. 

B. Progress 

99. On July 31, as part of a public consultation process that promotes participation, the government 
published a public survey as part of the "Phase Two" of the survey on a government economic restructuring 
ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ )Î ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÎÓÅȟ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ȰɍÔɎÈÅ ÓÕÒÖey gathers the views of all Barbadians on 
the need for, and effectiveness of the major state-owned entities, agencies and programmes in the public 
ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȢȱ119 

C. Legal Reforms 

100. According to the public information, the Integrity in Public Life Act would be under study. According 
ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔȟ ȰɍÔɎÈÉÓ "ÉÌÌ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈ Á ÒÅÇÉÍÅȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÇÒÉÔÙ ÃÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȟ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ ÔÈÅ 
integrity of persons in public life and strengthen measures for the prevention, detection, investigation and 
prosecution of acts of ÃÏÒÒÕÐÔÉÏÎȢȱ120  

101. Through 2018, the government carried out a consultation process on the provisions of a draft bill on 
ÄÁÔÁ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ ςπρψ $ÒÁÆÔ $ÁÔÁ 0ÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ "ÉÌÌȢ 4ÈÅ ÂÉÌÌ ÁÉÍÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÅ ȰÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ËÅÅÐÉÎÇȟ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓÉÎÇȟ 
use and dissemination of pÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÄÁÔÁȱȠ ȰÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÖÁÃÙ ÏÆ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ÉÎ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÄÁÔÁȱ 
ÁÎÄ ȰÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÍÁÔÔÅÒÓȢȱ )Ô ÁÌÓÏ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÓÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÌÙ ÁÐÐÌÉÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÍȢ )Î ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÇÁÒÄȟ ÆÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ σς ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÓȡ ȰɉρɊ ɍp]ersonal data which are processed only for 
the purposes of journalism or for artistic or literary purposes are exempt from any provision to which this 
subsection relates where]: (a) the processing is undertaken with a view to the publication by any person of 
any journalistic, literary or artistic material]; (b) the data controller reasonably believes that, having regard in 
particular to the special importance of the public interest in freedom of expression, publication would be in 
the public interest; and (c) the data controller reasonably believes that, in all the circumstances, compliance 
×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÒÏÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÉÎÃÏÍÐÁÔÉÂÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÍ ÏÒ ÁÒÔÉÓÔÉÃ ÏÒ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÒÙ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅÓȢȱ121 

                                                                    
119 Barbados. Government Information Service. July 31, 2018. We Need Your Feedback; Take This Online Survey! 

120 Barbados. Integrity in Public Life Act, 2018. June 6, 2018.  

121 Barbados. Government Information Service. Draft Data Protection Bill 2018. June 20, 2018. 

http://gisbarbados.gov.bb/blog/we-need-your-feedback-take-this-online-survey/
https://www.barbadosparliament.com/uploads/bill_resolution/3e66bd9f822de9fd3c58db69d51f2634.pdf
http://gisbarbados.gov.bb/download/draft-data-protection-bill-2018/?wpdmdl=507313
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5. BELIZE 

A. Attacks, Threats, and Intimidation of Journalists and the M edia 

102. According to the information available, in January, the correspondent of Prensa Libre of Guatemala, 
Rigoberto Escobar, would have been assaulted by agents of the armed force of Belize in a border area that 
would be in dispute between Belize and Guatemala. The event would have occurred at the time when the 
journalist was taking photographs and videos for a documentary about the territory. According to what the 
journalist said, he would have been interrogated by the agents and intimidated into leaving the place and he 
also would have been arrested in an aggressive manner when he was heading to the Guatemalan customs 
office122. 

103. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that art. 13 of the American Convention broadly 
recognizes the right to freedom of expression "regardless of frontiers". Likewise, in the Joint Declaration on 
the regulation of the Media, on the Restrictions on Journalists, and on Investigating Corruption, the UN, OSCE, 
ÁÎÄ )!#(2 ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÒÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒÓȟ ÐÏÉÎÔÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ȰɍÁɎÃÃÒÅÄÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÃÈÅÍÅÓ for journalists are appropriate only 
where necessary to provide them with privileged access to certain places and/or events; such schemes 
should be overseen by an independent body and accreditation decisions should be taken pursuant to a fair 
and transparÅÎÔ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓȟ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÃÌÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÎ ÄÉÓÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÔÏÒÙ ÃÒÉÔÅÒÉÁ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅȢȱ123 

104. Finally, this Office recalls that, according to principle 9 of the Declaration of Principles on Freedom of 
%ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )!#(2ȟ ȰɍÔɎÈÅ ÍÕÒÄÅÒȟ ËÉÄÎÁÐÐÉÎÇȟ ÉÎÔÉÍÉÄÁÔÉÏÎ of and/or threats to social communicators, 
as well as the material destruction of communications media violate the fundamental rights of individuals and 
strongly restrict freedom of expression. It is the duty of the state to prevent and investigate such occurrences, 
ÔÏ ÐÕÎÉÓÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÅÒÐÅÔÒÁÔÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÓ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÄÕÅ ÃÏÍÐÅÎÓÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ 

B. Restriction on Media Coverage  

105. According to a publication of the media Amandala, on August 16, in the framework of the arrival of 
the President of the Republic of China (Taiwan), HE Tsai Ing-wen, journalists of this media would have been 
prevented by security agents to enter at Philip Goldson International Airport to cover the arrival ceremony of 
the president. In this sense, the media blamed the Director of the Government Press Office, Dorian Pakeman. 
According to the publication, during the event a journalist from the media contacted Pakeman so that he 
would request those responsible to give access to the journalists; the official would have replied that he could 
not manage that access because he was not present at the site and that airport security was in charge. Also, 
according to the publication, those responsible for airport security would have mentioned that the 
Government Press Office sent the list of authorized journalists124. According to the publication of another 
ÍÅÄÉÁȟ "ÅÌÉÚÅȭ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ 0ÒÅÓÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÉÎ Á ÐÒÅÓÓ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 
newspaper Amandala were false125. 

106. The Office of the Special Rapporteur reiterates the joint statement indicated, and recalls that public 
servants have the duty to ensure that their statements do not infringe upon the rights of those who contribute 
to public deliberation through the expression and dissemination of their thoughts, such as journalists, media 
outlets, and human rights defense organizations. They must be mindful of the context in which they express 
ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÒÔȟ ȰÆÏÒÍÓ ÏÆ 
direct or indirect interference or harmful pressure on the rights of those who seek to contribute with public 
ÄÅÌÉÂÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÆÆÕÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓȢȱ126 

                                                                    
122 Prensa Libre. January 17, 2018. Periodista guatemalteco es agredido en zona de adyacencia entre Belice y Guatemala; Amandala. 

January 24, 2018. Ȱ3ÐÉÎÅÌÅÓÓȱ 3ÅÄÉ ÏÎ 'ÕÁÔÁÍÁÌÁÎ +ÁÉÂÉÌÅÓ ×ÁÌËÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ "ÅÌÉÚÅ ÔÅÒÒÉÔÏÒÙ ÁÓ ÉÆ ÔÈÅÙ Ï×ÎÅÄ ÉÔ; News 5. January 19, 2018. 
3ÈÏ×ÄÏ×Î ÁÔ ÔÈÅ "ÏÒÄÅÒ ÉÎ 'ÕÁÔ *ÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔȭÓ /×Î 7ÏÒÄÓ. 

123 Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. December 18, 2003. Joint Declaration on the regulation of the media, 
restrictions on journalists and the investigation of corruption. 

124 Amandala. August 18, 2018. $ÏÒÉÁÎ 0ÁËÅÒÍÁÎ "ÁÒÓ !ÍÁÎÄÁÌÁ ÆÒÏÍ ÃÏÖÅÒÉÎÇ 4ÁÉ×ÁÎ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÁÒÒÉÖÁÌ. 

125 Breaking Belize News. August 20, 2018. 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ 0ÒÅÓÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÓ ÔÏ !ÍÁÎÄÁÌÁȭÓ ÃÌÁÉÍ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÂÁÎÎÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÐÒÅÓÓ ÅÖÅÎÔ; 
Amandala. August 18, 2018. Dorian Pakerman Bars AmÁÎÄÁÌÁ ÆÒÏÍ ÃÏÖÅÒÉÎÇ 4ÁÉ×ÁÎ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÁÒÒÉÖÁÌ. 

126 I/A Court H. R. Case Ríos et al v. Venezuela. Preliminary Objections, Merits, Reparations and Costs. Judgment of January 28, 2009. 
Serie C No. 194. Para. 139. 

https://www.prensalibre.com/ciudades/peten/periodista-guatemalteco-es-agredido-por-militares-de-belice
http://amandala.com.bz/news/spineless-sedi-guatemalan-kaibiles-walking-belize-territory-owned/
http://edition.channel5belize.com/archives/159271
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?artID=88&lID=1
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?artID=88&lID=1
http://amandala.com.bz/news/dorian-pakeman-bars-amandala-covering-taiwan-presidents-arrival/
https://www.breakingbelizenews.com/2018/08/20/government-press-office-responds-to-amandalas-claim-it-was-banned-from-press-event/
http://amandala.com.bz/news/dorian-pakeman-bars-amandala-covering-taiwan-presidents-arrival/
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6. BOLIVIA 

107. The Office of the Special Rapporteur received information on excessive use of force within the 
framework of social protests in 2018, which resulted in the death of at least three demonstrators, among 
whom there was a journalism student. Bolivian organizations and media reported that government officials 
ÈÁÄ ËÅÐÔ ÏÎ ÌÁÂÅÌÉÎÇ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÄÉÁ ÁÓ Ȱoppositionȟȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÄÉÓÃÒÅÄÉÔÓ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎ ÖÉÅ× ÏÆ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ 
opinion and puts them in risk of assault. The lack of clear criteria in the allocation of government advertising 
and the lack of acts claiming the power of carrying out free campaigns allegedly constitute economic 
ÐÒÅÓÓÕÒÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÕÓÅÄ ÁÎ ÉÎÈÉÂÉÔÉÎÇ ÅÆÆÅÃÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÃÒÉÔÉÃ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȢ 4ÈÅ 
penal trial threat and the criminal law changes proposal on slander and defamation alerted the journalistic 
union. 

A. Attacks, Threats, and Intimidation of Journalists and the Media  

108. During the hearing on the situation of the right to freedom of expression and of the press in South 
America, held in February at the 167 Period of Sessions of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
(IACHR), the National Association of the Press of Bolivia [Asociación Nacional de la Prensa] (ANP) reported 
that the government regularly labels journalists and independent media as opposition, inciting like-minded 
people to beat, strip of equipment, and assault reporters.127 

109. Likewise, on May 10, Journalist's Day in Bolivia, the country's main press associations issued a 
statement expressing their "concern" on the conditions in which journalism is exercised in the country. The 
organizations pointed to self-censorship in some media due to economic pressures, threats, and intimidations 
suffered by journalists and the risks to which they are exposed when covering demonstrations, due to the 
ÐÏÌÉÃÅȭÓ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒ128. 

110. According to the information provided to the IACHR, between 2010 and 2017, the ANP reported a 
total of 136 physical aggressions against journalists and the media, in addition to another 155 cases of verbal 
aggressions and threats129. 

111. According to the information received by the Office of the Special Rapporteur, these situations of 
violence persisted during 2018. For example, cameraman Freddy Ticona and journalist Helen San Román, of 
Abya Yala Televisión, would have been assaulted and stripped of their work equipment by coca growers from 
the Yungas area, in the department of La Paz130. Journalists Reyna Bernal and Nely Pinto, of Bolivia TV, would 
have been physically assaulted and insulted, allegedly by people close to the mayor of Cochabamba, José 
María Leyes131. Journalist María Luz Sacari and her cameraman Adrián Toro, of Red de Televisión PAT - Oruro, 
reportedly received a death threatened after being attacked by family members of a defendant allegedly 
accused of being the intellectual co-author of the murder of two soldiers. Likewise, journalists Juan Mejía of 
the newspaper La Razón, Emilio Castillo, of the newspaper El Deber, and the communicator Irene Torres, 
would have been victims of shoving and verbal abuse by these relatives132. Journalist Ben Bartenstein, 
correspondent for Latin America of the news agency Bloomberg, was beaten by a member of the security 

                                                                    
127 IACHR. 167 Period of Sessions. (ÅÁÒÉÎÇ ΅3ÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÓ ÉÎ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȱ. 

February 28, 2018. 

128 RPP/EFE. May 10, 2018. Periodistas de Bolivia denuncian amenazas a la libertad de prensa. 

129 IACHR. 167 Period of Sessions. (ÅÁÒÉÎÇ ΅3ÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÓ ÉÎ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȱ. 
February 28, 2018. 

130 Urgentebo. March 22, 2018. Dan 4 días de baja a camarógrafo de Abya Yala agredido por cocaleros; Abya Yala TV. March 20, 2018. 
Cocaleros afines a Franklin Gutiérrez agreden físicamente al camarógrafo y periodista de Abya Yala Televisión; Agencia de Noticias Fides. 
March 21, 2018. Monitoreo de ANP reporta agresión a periodista y reporteros gráficos; Inter American Press Association (IAPA). 2018 
Midyear Meeting Report. Medellin, Colombia. Bolivia. April 13-15. 

131 Asociación de Periodistas de La Paz. April 22, 2018. Violencia y robo a mujeres periodistas. Available at: 
https://www.facebook.com/aplapaz/ ; La Voz de Tarija. April 20, 2018. Ministra López repudia actitud 'misógina' de seguidores de Leyes 
que agredieron a equipo de prensa de Bolivia Tv; Agencia Boliviana de Información. April 20, 2018. Medios Alternativos de Bolivia 
lamentan 'actitud belicosa' contra equipo de prensa de Bolivia Tv; ANP. April 25, 2018. ANP condena la agresión a periodistas del canal 
estatal. 

132 VISOR. March 27, 2018. Amenazan de muerte a periodistas por cubrir caso de asesinato de dos militares; La Razón. March 26, 2018. 
Disponen la detención preventiva para mujer vinculada con el asesinato de militares en Oruro; Inter American Press Association (IAPA). 
2018 Midyear Meeting Report. Medellin, Colombia. Bolivia. April 13-15. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfxySWyepZo&index=22&list=PL5QlapyOGhXuLZonmAfYVnY2MZM6-qcUr&t=0s
http://rpp.pe/mundo/latinoamerica/periodistas-de-bolivia-denuncian-amenazas-a-la-libertad-de-prensa-noticia-1121831
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfxySWyepZo&index=22&list=PL5QlapyOGhXuLZonmAfYVnY2MZM6-qcUr&t=0s
https://www.urgentebo.com/noticia/dan-4-d%C3%ADas-de-baja-camar%C3%B3grafo-de-abya-yala-agredido-por-cocaleros
http://abyayala.tv.bo/index.php/2018/03/20/cocaleros-afines-franklin-gutierrez-agreden-fisicamente-al-camarografo-periodista-abya-yala-television/
https://www.noticiasfides.com/nacional/sociedad/monitoreo-de-anp-reporta-agresion-a-periodista-y-reporteros-graficos-386610
https://en.sipiapa.org/notas/1212203-bolivia
https://www.facebook.com/aplapaz/
http://lavozdetarija.com/2018/04/20/ministra-lopez-repudia-actitud-misogina-de-seguidores-de-leyes-que-agredieron-a-equipo-de-prensa-de-bolivia-tv/
http://lavozdetarija.com/2018/04/20/ministra-lopez-repudia-actitud-misogina-de-seguidores-de-leyes-que-agredieron-a-equipo-de-prensa-de-bolivia-tv/
http://www1.abi.bo/abi/?i=400505
http://www1.abi.bo/abi/?i=400505
http://lapatriaenlinea.com/index.php?nota=318122
http://lapatriaenlinea.com/index.php?nota=318122
https://www.visorbolivia.com/noticia/1589
http://www.la-razon.com/nacional/seguridad_nacional/Disponen-preventiva-asesinato-militares-Oruro_0_2898910153.html
https://en.sipiapa.org/notas/1212203-bolivia
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corps of President Evo Morales when he tried to approach him to ask a question at the Summit of the 
Americas held in Peru133,. 

112. Journalists Yolanda Salazar, of EFE, Nancy Vacaflor, of Agencia de Noticias Fides, and María Carballo, 
of Página Siete, would have been assaulted by security staff and bystanders at the inauguration event of the 
new presidential building, called Casa Grande del Pueblo. The EFE journalist reported that she also suffered 
groping while she took pictures of the event. Also, some reporters would have been prevented from entering 
the act where President Evo Morales delivered a speech. The Minister of Communication, Gisela López, 
reported that an investigation into the claims of the journalists was ordered134. Later, Minister Lopez would 
have been summoned to the Legislative Assembly by Democratic Unity Rep., Gonzalo Barrientos, to explain 
the alleged attacks and obstructions suffered by the press during this and other official acts135. 

113. Journalists from the town of San Matías reported having suffered physical aggressions and threats 
from inhabitants seeking to prevent coverage of violent episodes that occurred after the death of a citizen by 
police forces136. 

114. Gonzalo Rivera, the director of the program "Encontrados", of Radio Líder, in the city of El Alto, 
reported that he and his team of journalists would be victims of frequent death threats and physical 
aggressions due to the dissemination of complaints on acts of corruption that would compromise government 
officials137. 

115. A representative of the Judicial Council of Bolivia [Consejo de la Magistratura de Bolivia] threatened 
to file a lawsuit against the private television station Gigavisión after it informed about delays in customer 
ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ *ÕÄÉÃÉÁÌ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȭÓ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔÁÌ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 3ÁÎÔÁ #ÒÕÚ138. 

116. The presenter of the television network PAT, Jimena Antelo, reported that representatives of the 
president of the Bolivian Football Federation [Federación Boliviana de Fútbol] (FBF), César Salinas, would 
have threatened to file a lawsuit against the station due to the criticisms that viewers expressed in their 
program. Salinas would have denied the threat139. 

117. The Anticorruption Judge, Claudia Castro, allegedly detained María Ulo, journalist of the televisión 
ATB network, and her cameraman, Marcelo Calle, and the judge would have tried to force the journalist to 
erase the images that she had captured with her cellphone. The journalist wanted to inform on the situation 
of an ex-employee who would be detained after reporting on an embezzlement at the bank where she 
worked140. 

118. During a court hearing, prosecutor Susana Boyán would have insinuated that she could request the 
arrest of some journalists because they reported "half-truths" about the alleged rape of a baby in a children's 
home141. 

119. De acuerdo con la información disponible, un grupo de periodistas denunció la existencia de un audio 
que se habría filtrado en el cual un alto funcionario de la Policía habría manifestado que esta institución 

                                                                    
133 El Deber. April 13, 2018. Perú: Seguridad de Evo golpea a periodista en la Cumbre de las Américas; Correo. April 13, 2018. 

Guardaespaldas de Evo Morales golpea a periodista extranjero en Cumbre de las Américas; The Bolivian Foreign Ministry stated that the 
reporter had put the president's security at risk. "#ComunicadoOficial | La Embajada de Bolivia en Lima - Perú Informa". Twitter account 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bolivia (@MRE_Bolivia). April 13, 2018. 

134 Página Siete. August 12, 2018. Periodistas sufren acoso sexual y violencia en la Casa del Pueblo; Eju. August 14, 2018. Gobierno 
anuncia investigación sobre agresiones a periodistas en el Nuevo Palacio; Página Siete. August 15, 2018. López anuncia investigación por 
acoso a periodistas en el Palacio. 

135 El Diario. August 30, 2018. Piden interpelar a Gisela López por excesos contra la prensa. 

136 ANP. June 19, 2018. San Matías: Periodistas bajo censura y amenaza. 

137 ANP. July 5, 2018. Director del ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÁ ÒÁÄÉÁÌ Ȱ%ÎÃÏÎÔÒÁÄÏÓȱȡ Ȱ.ÏÓ ÓÅÎÔÉÍÏÓ ÉÎÄÅÆÅÎÓÏÓȱ. 

138 El Día. July 9, 2018. Magistrado amenaza a Gigavisión por una nota; ANP. July 7, 2018. Un funcionario judicial amenazó a Tv 
Ȱ'ÉÇÁÖÉÓÉĕÎȱ. 

139 El Deber. July 22, 2018. Jimena Antelo dijo que recibió amenazas de parte del presidente de la FBF; Página Siete. July 23, 2018. 
Antelo denuncia amenaza y la FBF desmiente la versión. 

140 Asociación de Periodistas de La Paz (APLP). October 29, 2018. Contra la intimidación a la periodista María Ulo. ANP. October 26, 
2018. Periodista denuncia a una jueza por retenerla e intimidarla. 

141 Correo del Sur. September 25, 2018. Caso Alexander: ANP rechaza advertencia de fiscal contra periodistas; El Día. Fiscal Boyán 
advierte con detención de periodistas. 

https://www.eldeber.com.bo/bolivia/Seguridad-de-Evo-golpea-a-un-periodista-en-la-Cumbre-de-las-Americas-20180413-9477.html
https://diariocorreo.pe/mundo/guardaespalda-evo-morales-ataca-periodista-extranjero-cumbre-de-las-americas-813272/
https://twitter.com/MRE_Bolivia/status/984930445941977095?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E984930445941977095&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eldeber.com.bo%2Fbolivia%2FGobierno-el-periodista-agredido-puso-en-riesgo-la-seguridad-de-Evo-20180413-9494.html
https://www.paginasiete.bo/nacional/2018/8/12/periodistas-sufren-acoso-sexual-violencia-en-la-casa-del-pueblo-190317.html
http://eju.tv/2018/08/gobierno-anuncia-investigacion-sobre-agresiones-a-periodistas-en-el-nuevo-palacio/
http://eju.tv/2018/08/gobierno-anuncia-investigacion-sobre-agresiones-a-periodistas-en-el-nuevo-palacio/
https://www.paginasiete.bo/nacional/2018/8/15/lopez-anuncia-investigacion-por-acoso-periodistas-en-el-palacio-190619.html
https://www.paginasiete.bo/nacional/2018/8/15/lopez-anuncia-investigacion-por-acoso-periodistas-en-el-palacio-190619.html
http://www.eldiario.net/noticias/2018/2018_08/nt180830/politica.php?n=20&-piden-interpelar-a-gisela-lopez-por-excesos-contra-la-prensa
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/san-matias-periodistas-bajo-censura-y-amenaza/
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/director-del-programa-radial-encontrados-nos-sentimos-indefensos/
https://www.eldia.com.bo/index.php?cat=390&pla=3&id_articulo=254932
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/un-funcionario-judicial-amenazo-a-tv-gigavision/
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/un-funcionario-judicial-amenazo-a-tv-gigavision/
https://www.eldeber.com.bo/diez/Un-cafe-con-el-Bigoton-...con-Jimena-Antelo-20180722-0001.html
https://www.paginasiete.bo/campeones/2018/7/23/antelo-denuncia-amenaza-la-fbf-desmiente-la-version-188085.html
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=549839362122649&set=a.138116453294944&type=3&theater
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/periodista-denuncia-a-una-jueza-por-retenerla-e-intimidarla/
http://correodelsur.com/seguridad/20180925_caso-alexander-anp-rechaza-advertencia-de-fiscal-contra-periodistas.html
https://www.eldia.com.bo/index.php?cat=362&pla=3&id_articulo=260819
https://www.eldia.com.bo/index.php?cat=362&pla=3&id_articulo=260819
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realiza actividades de seguimiento a periodistas a través de las redes sociales con la finalidad de monitorear 
el contenido de las informaciones emitidas. Frente a esta denuncia, el Relator Especial Edison Lanza 
manifestó de manera pública su preocupación ante dicha situación y que el Gobierno debía dar 
explicaciones142. En este contexto, el Estado de Bolivia negó de manera pública cualquier persecución o 
seguimiento a periodistas y apuntó a ÑÕÅ ÅÌ ÁÕÄÉÏ ÅÎ ÃÕÅÓÔÉĕÎ ÓÅ ÔÒÁÔÁÒþÁ ÄÅ ÕÎ ȰÍÏÎÔÁÊÅȱ143; asimismo, 
remitió información a la Relatoría Especial144.  

120. 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ ω ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )!#(2ȭÓ $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÎ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔȡ ȰɍÔɎÈÅ 
murder, kidnapping, intimidation of and/or th reats to social communicators, as well as the material 
destruction of communications media violate the fundamental rights of individuals and strongly restrict 
freedom of expression. It is the duty of the state to prevent and investigate such occurrences, to punish their 
ÐÅÒÐÅÔÒÁÔÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÓ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÄÕÅ ÃÏÍÐÅÎÓÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ 

B. Social Protest  

121. A journalism student at the Public University of El Alto [Universidad Pública de El Alto] (Upea), 
Jonathan Quispe Vila, died on May 24 during police repression of a student protest claiming more budget. The 
ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌ ÖÅÒÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÁÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÆ Á ÇÌÁÓÓ 
marble shot by the demonstrators themselves. However, the protesters and the university claimed that the 
bullet that wounded the student was shot by the police145. Later, on May 28, the authorities of the educational 
center broadcasted footage with images of the student's death that would show that the police were 
responsible for the death and announced that they would initiate a lawsuit against the police institution146. 
Three days later, the government modified its version and publicly informed that an official investigation 
identified the second lieutenant of the Police, Cristián Casanova Condori, as the author of the death. According 
to an investigation conducted by the Institute of Forensic Investigations [Instituto de Investigaciones 
Forenses], the shot came from a shotgun, informed the Ministry of Government [Ministerio de Gobierno]. 
According to the authorities, the shooting was not authorized, and the police were ordered not to use 
firearms or rubber bullets during the operation. They assured in turn that the shot was of "absolute personal 
responsibility" of the police officer because the marble that was used to cause the student's death "is not part 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÌÉÃÅ ÅÑÕÉÐÍÅÎÔȱȢ147 Casanova Condori was tried and sent to pretrial detention. The victim's family 
lawyer, Paola Barriga, questioned that the Departmental Prosecutor's Office declared the investigations into 
the episode reserved and reported that the Police had tried to hide information related to the type of 
weapons and ammunition used by the agents during the operation148. On the other hand, Casanova Condori 
contradicted the official version and assured before the judge that he used a service weapon and that it did 
not carry nor shot a marble149. On October 24, the judge denied the request for release presented by the 
defendant's attorney150. 

122. The Office of the Special Rapporteur received information on some episodes in which the police had 
exceeded the use of force when intervening in demonstrations. Particularly serious was the confrontation 
that occurred at the end of August with coca plantation workers protesting against government measures, 

                                                                    
142 Los Tiempos. 29 de noviembre de 2018. 2ÅÌÁÔÏÒ ÄÅ ÌÁ #)$(ȡ Ȱ%Ì ÇÏÂÉÅÒÎÏ ÄÅ "ÏÌÉÖÉÁ ÄÅÂÅ ÅØÐÌÉÃÁÒ ÓÉ ÖÉÇÉÌÁ Á ÐÅÒÉÏÄÉÓÔÁÓȱ; El Deber. 

29 de noviembre de 2018. Relator de la CIDH pide al Gobierno explicar si espía a periodistas en redes. 

143 Correo del Sur. 29 de noviembre de 2018. El Gobierno ve "montaje" en audio de seguimiento; El Deber. 4 de diciembre de 2018. 
Enviarán informe a CIDH para descartar 'espionaje' de la Policía a periodistas. 

144 Letter from the Mission of Bolivia to the OAS sent in January 2019 to the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of 
Expression. Available at: Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. 

145 Erbol. May 24, 2018. Fallece estudiante de UPEA herido en manifestación. 

146 Radio Fides. May 28, 2018. La UPEA presenta vídeo donde se observa la muerte de Jonathan Quispe; Página Siete/You Tube. May 
28, 2018. UPEA explica represión donde murió Jonathan Quispe Vila. 

147 Ministerio de Gobierno. May 31, 2018. Investigación oficial esclarece autor y circunstancias de muerte de estudiante de UPEA; 
Página Siete. May 31, 2018. Gobierno cambia de versión y atribuye la muerte de universitario a un subteniente de la Policía. 

148 La Prensa. June 6, 2018. Denuncian que la Policía obstaculiza la investigación en el caso Jonathan Quispe; El Diario. June 26, 2018. 
Denuncian ilegal reserva en investigación de caso Jonathan. 

149 La Razón. June 6, 2018. Subteniente acusado de la muerte de Quispe ratifica que no disparó una canica; El Deber. June 5, 2018. 
Subteniente Casanova afirma que no disparó canica contra Jonathan.  

150 La Voz de Tarija. October 24, 2018. Niegan libertad al policía acusado por la muerte del universitario Jonathan Quispe.  

http://www.lostiempos.com/actualidad/pais/20181129/relator-cidh-gobierno-bolivia-debe-explicar-si-vigila-periodistas
https://www.eldeber.com.bo/bolivia/Relator-de-la-CIDH-pide-al-Gobierno-explicar-si-espia-a-periodistas-en-redes-20181129-0024.html
http://correodelsur.com/politica/20181129_el-gobierno-ve-montaje--en-audio-de-seguimiento.html
https://www.eldeber.com.bo/bolivia/Enviaran-informe-a-CIDH-para-descartar-espionaje-de-la-Policia-a-periodistas-20181204-0048.html
http://www.erbol.com.bo/noticia/seguridad/24052018/fallece_estudiante_de_primer_ano_de_la_upea_herido_en_represion_policial
http://radiofides.com/es/2018/05/28/la-upea-presenta-video-donde-se-observa-la-muerte-de-jonathan-quispe/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0kphsuU3u8
http://www.mingobierno.gob.bo/index.php?r=content%2Fdetail&id=447&chnid=11
http://www.paginasiete.bo/seguridad/2018/5/31/gobierno-cambia-de-version-atribuye-la-muerte-de-universitario-un-subteniente-de-la-policia-181842.html
http://www.laprensa.com.bo/index.php/nacional/20180606/denuncian-que-la-policia-obstaculiza-la-investigacion-caso-jonathan-quispe
http://www.eldiario.net/noticias/2018/2018_06/nt180626/sociedad.php?n=60&-denuncian-ilegal-reserva-en-investigacion-de-caso-jonathan
http://www.la-razon.com/nacional/Subteniente-muerte-Quispe-abogado-UPEA-Bolivia_0_2942105772.html
https://www.eldeber.com.bo/bolivia/Subteniente-Casanova-afirma-que-no-disparo-canica-contra-Jonathan-20180605-0036.html
https://lavozdetarija.com/2018/10/24/niegan-libertad-al-policia-acusado-por-la-muerte-del-universitario-jonathan-quispe/
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which led to the death of two demonstrators and a police officer. The workers, who protested for several days 
in the municipality of La Asunta, in Yungas, accused the security forces of shooting from a distance against the 
group of demonstrators. According to the commander of the Bolivian Police, Faustino Mendoza, the deceased 
workers were part of an "irregular armed group" that ambushed the forces of eradication of illegal coca 
plantations. The coca leaders denied that version and assured that the farmers were holding a vigil at the site. 
A day before, a police officer had died in an ambush presumably perpetrated by the cocaleros. A judge would 
have ordered the preventive detention of the main leader of the Departmental Association of Coca Producers 
[Asociación Departamental de Productores de Coca] (Adepcoca), Franklin Gutiérrez, accused of being 
intellectually responsible for the ambush. He would also have been accused, along with four other cocaleros, 
of the crime of sedition, under the argument that in the area in conflict operates a group of criminals who use 
"weapons of war" to ambush the security forces151. 

123. The Office of the Special Rapporteur was also informed that a group of cancer patients from the 
Hospital de Clínicas who were protesting in the vicinity of the Casa del Pueblo demanding a meeting with the 
President to present a set of demands, would have been repressed by agents of the Police Tactical Unit 
[Unidad Táctica de la Policía] (UTOP). The protesters would have been pushed and beaten by the agents, who 
did not contemplate the critical health status of many of them. Also, the camerapersons, journalists, and 
photographers covering the protest would have been pushed by the police agents152. 

124. In the context of protests demanding a larger budget, students from the Public University of El Alto 
(UPEA) would have vandalized the building of the state TV channel Bolivia Tv153. 

125. The IACHR has reiterated that social protest is a fundamental tool for defending human rights and it 
is essential for expressing social and political criticism on the activities of the authorities. The Commission 
ÈÁÓ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÉÎ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅȟ ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÅÒ ÓÅ ÏÆ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÔÈÏÒÏÕÇÈÆÁÒÅÓ ÉÓ ÉÎÁÄÍÉÓÓÉÂÌÅ 
when they are carried out in exercise of the rights to freedom of expressÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÁÓÓÅÍÂÌÙȱ154 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÁÓÓÅÍÂÌÙ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔ ÍÕÓÔ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÔÏ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ 
ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÒ ÔÏ ÅØÃÅÓÓÉÖÅ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁËÅ ÓÕÃÈ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÓ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ÃÁÒÒÙ ÏÕÔȢȱ155 

126. Also, the Joint Declaration on violence against journalists and media workers in the context of 
ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÓȟ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ ÉÎ ςπρσȟ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÆ ÁÓÓÅÍÂÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ȰÁÒÅ 
fundamental, and guaranteeing them is a vital condition to the existence and proper functioning of a 
democratic society. A State may impose reasonable limitations on demonstrations for purposes of ensuring 
that they are conducted peacefully, or to disperse those that turn violent, provided that such limits are 
governed by the principles of legality, necessity, and proportionality. In addition, the breaking-up of a 
demonstration must be warranted by the duty to protect individuals, and authorities must use the measures 
that are safest and least harmful to the demonstrators. The use of force at public demonstrations must be an 
exception, used under strictly necessary circumstances consistent with internationally recognized 
ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓȢȱ156 

                                                                    
151 Infobae. August 31, 2018. "¡Evo asesino!": el desesperado grito de los familiares de los dos cocacoleros muertos por la represión en 

Bolivia; Infobae. September 3, 2018. Masiva marcha opositora de cocaleros en Bolivia: "Evo, nos están matando y es tu culpa"; ABC. 
September 3, 2018. Cocaleros piden renuncia de Morales en Bolivia; Notimérica. August 30, 2018. Mueren dos campesinos en Bolivia en 
protestas contra la reducción de cocaleras. 

152 La Prensa. October 15, 2018. Policía reprime protesta de enfermos con cáncer cerca a la Casa Grande del Pueblo; RC Bolivia. 
October 16, 2018. Enfermos con cáncer nuevamente fueron reprimidos en puertas de la Casa Grande del Pueblo; El Deber. October 10, 2018. 
Policía reprime a enfermos con cáncer en La Paz. 

153 El Deber. June 26, 2018. Universitarios de la UPEA atacan edificio de Bolivia TV; ANP. June 26, 2018. ANP rechaza ataque contra 
Bolivia Tv. 

154 IACHR. Report on Citizen Security and Human Rights. OEA/Ser.L/V/II.Doc.66. December 31, 2009. Para. 197. 

155 IACHR. Second Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Americas. OEA/Ser.L/V/II.  Doc. 66. December 31, 2011. 
Para. 139. 

156 United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on the Protection and Promotion of the Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression and 
Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the OAS Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. September 13, 2013. Joint 
declaration on violence against journalists and media workers in the context of protests. 

https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2018/08/31/evo-asesino-el-desesperado-grito-de-los-familiares-de-los-dos-cocacoleros-muertos-por-la-represion-en-bolivia/
https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2018/08/31/evo-asesino-el-desesperado-grito-de-los-familiares-de-los-dos-cocacoleros-muertos-por-la-represion-en-bolivia/
https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2018/09/03/masiva-marcha-opositora-de-cocaleros-en-bolivia-evo-nos-estan-matando-y-es-tu-culpa/
http://www.abc.com.py/internacionales/cocaleros-piden-renuncia-de-morales-en-bolivia-1737322.html
https://www.notimerica.com/sociedad/noticia-dos-campesinos-muertos-bolivia-protestas-contra-reduccion-cocaleras-20180830133806.html
https://www.notimerica.com/sociedad/noticia-dos-campesinos-muertos-bolivia-protestas-contra-reduccion-cocaleras-20180830133806.html
http://www.laprensa.com.bo/index.php/nacional/20181015/policia-reprime-protesta-enfermos-cancer-cerca-la-casa-grande-del-pueblo
https://rcbolivia.com/enfermos-con-cancer-nuevamente-fueron-reprimidos-en-puertas-de-la-casa-grande-del-pueblo/
https://www.eldeber.com.bo/santacruz/Policia-reprime-a-enfermos-con-cancer-en-La-Paz-20181015-9538.html
http://www.eldeber.com.bo/bolivia/Universitarios-de-la-UPEA-atacan-edificio-de-Bolivia-TV-20180626-0035.html
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/anp-rechaza-ataque-contra-bolivia-tv/
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/anp-rechaza-ataque-contra-bolivia-tv/
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/docs/pdf/CitizenSec.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/defenders/docs/pdf/defenders2011.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/docs/annual/2017/docs/AnnexRELE.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/docs/annual/2017/docs/AnnexRELE.pdf
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C. Stigmatizing statements  

127. Stigmatizing statements and disqualifications by government officials against press and media 
workers would have continued to be frequent in Bolivia. For example, during a press conference broadcasted 
on March 5 by a government network, and also broadcasted by eight radio stations, the governor of 
Chuquisaca, Esteban Urquizu, accused the radio stations Global, Antena 2000, La Plata, and the newspaper 
Correo del Sur of disinforming and minimizing the news about the opening of the Chuquisaqueño Institute of 
Oncology [Instituto Chuquisaqueño de Oncología] (ICO) in Sucre157. In the same sense, the newspaper Correo 
del Sur would have been accused of affecting the institutional image of the Chuquisaca Governorate due to its 
publications158 and would have been labelled as the "official newspaper of the right" by the governor159. 

128. On July 9, the Vice Presidency of the Republic would have published, in a paid space in the newspaper 
La Razón, an article in which it would highlight the alleged links of the newspaper Página Siete to the 
dictatorship and accused the media of lying in their publications160. 

129. President Evo Morales said during a public ceremony on August 20, in the municipality of Macharetí, 
department of Chuquisaca, that some media outlets are of service to the lies of opposition parties and accused 
them of not thinking "of the homeland" but in the "of the money"161. The mayor of Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 
Percy Fernandez Anez, reportedly verbally assaulted journalists when, during a conference on August 28, he 
was asked questions about alleged corruption attributed to municipal officials162. Similarly, the Minister of 
the Presidency, Alfredo Rada, described reporters who consulted him as part of the opposition, during a press 
conference on October 11 about the alleged use of public funds in the campaign of President Evo Morales163. 
The Minister of Internal Security, Carlos Romero, had accused journalists Andrés Gómez and Gonzalo Rivera, 
and analyst Iván Arias, of encouraging violence in the Yungas region, where several demonstrations of coca 
plantation workers took place, which resulted in the death of two farmers and a police officer164. 

130. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that public servants have the duty to ensure that their 
statements do not infringe upon the rights of those who contribute to public deliberation through the 
expression and dissemination of their thoughts, such as journalists, media outlets, and human rights defense 
organizations. They must be mindful of the context in which they express themselves in order to ensure that 
their statements do not constitute, in the worÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÒÔȟ ȰÆÏÒÍÓ ÏÆ ÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÏÒ ÉÎÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÏÒ 
harmful pressure on the rights of those who seek to contribute with public deliberation through the 
ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÆÆÕÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓȢȱ165 

D. Subsequent liabilities  

131. On January 25, 2018, at the initiative of President Evo Morales, the Legislative Assembly repealed the 
Criminal System Code sanctioned in December 2017, which had provoked various criticisms from several 
sectors, including journalists and civil society organizations, for provisions that could restrict  freedom of 
expression.166 

                                                                    
157 El Día. March 7, 2018. Acusa a medios de desinformar; Correo del Sur. March 6, 2018. El Gobernador se estrella otra vez contra los 

medios; Inter American Press Association (IAPA). 2018 Midyear Meeting Report. Medellin, Colombia. Bolivia. April 13-15. 

158 ANP. July 25, 2018. Gobernación oficialista cuestiona el trabajo de diario Correo del Sur. 

159 ANP. November 14, 2018. 'ÏÂÅÒÎÁÄÏÒ ÃÁÌÉÆÉÃÁ ÄÅ ÄÅÒÅÃÈÉÓÔÁ Á ÄÉÁÒÉÏ Ȱ#ÏÒÒÅÏ ÄÅÌ 3ÕÒȱ; ANP. July 25, 2018. Gobernación oficialista 
cuestiona el trabajo de diario Correo del Sur.  

160 Página Siete. July 24, 2018. El Presidente de Página Siete responde a García Linera; ANP. July 24, 2018. Publicación de la 
Vicepresidencia es rechazada por presidente de diario; Página Siete. July 29, 2018. Sobre la respuesta de la Vicepresidencia. 

161 ANP. August 22, 2018. Morales acusa a medios de difundir mentiras. 

162 ANP. August 29, 2018. Alcalde agrede nuevamente a periodistas.  

163 ANP. October 12, 2018. Tres preguntas de periodistas incomodan a un ministro. 

164 Opinión. September 6, 2018. Romero acusa a periodistas de instigar a la violencia; ANP. September 6, 2018. Ministro acusa a dos 
periodistas y un analista de alentar violencia. 

165 I/A Court H. R. Case Ríos et al v. Venezuela. Preliminary Objections, Merits, Reparations and Costs. Judgment of January 28, 2009. 
Serie C No. 194. Para. 139. 

166 Nodal. January 24, 2018. El Congreso avanza en derogar el Código Penal y Evo realiza cambios en su gabinete; Razón. January 26, 
2018. Presidente promulga ley que abroga el Código del Sistema Penal; AA. January 25, 2018. Congreso de Bolivia sancionó la derogación 
del Código Penal. 

https://www.eldia.com.bo/index.php?cat=154&pla=3&id_articulo=246362
http://correodelsur.com/local/20180306_el-gobernador-se-estrella-otra-vez-contra-los-medios.html
http://correodelsur.com/local/20180306_el-gobernador-se-estrella-otra-vez-contra-los-medios.html
https://en.sipiapa.org/notas/1212203-bolivia
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/gobernacion-oficialista-cuestiona-el-trabajo-de-diario-correo-del-sur/
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/gobernador-califica-de-derechista-a-diario-correo-del-sur/
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/gobernacion-oficialista-cuestiona-el-trabajo-de-diario-correo-del-sur/
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/gobernacion-oficialista-cuestiona-el-trabajo-de-diario-correo-del-sur/
https://www.paginasiete.bo/nacional/2018/7/24/el-presidente-de-pagina-siete-responde-garcia-linera-187978.html#!
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/publicacion-de-la-vicepresidencia-es-rechazada-por-presidente-de-diario/
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/publicacion-de-la-vicepresidencia-es-rechazada-por-presidente-de-diario/
https://www.paginasiete.bo/opinion/editorial/2018/7/29/sobre-la-respuesta-de-la-vicepresidencia-188758.html
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/morales-acusa-a-medios-de-difundir-mentiras/
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/alcalde-agrede-nuevamente-a-periodistas/
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/tres-preguntas-de-periodistas-incomodan-a-un-ministro/
http://www.opinion.com.bo/opinion/articulos/noticias.php?a=2018&md=0906&id=266079
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/ministro-acusa-a-dos-periodistas-y-un-analista-de-alentar-violencia/
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/ministro-acusa-a-dos-periodistas-y-un-analista-de-alentar-violencia/
https://www.nodal.am/2018/01/el-congreso-avanza-en-derogar-el-codigo-penal-y-evo-realiza-cambios-en-su-gabinete/
http://www.la-razon.com/nacional/Codigo_Penal-Evo_Morales-abrogacion-ley_0_2863513668.html
https://www.aa.com.tr/es/mundo/congreso-de-bolivia-sancion%C3%B3-la-derogaci%C3%B3n-del-c%C3%B3digo-penal-/1042310
https://www.aa.com.tr/es/mundo/congreso-de-bolivia-sancion%C3%B3-la-derogaci%C3%B3n-del-c%C3%B3digo-penal-/1042310
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132. Previously, according to the information available, representatives of The National Association of 
Journalists of Bolivia [Asociación Nacional de Periodistas de Bolivia] (ANP) and the Association of Journalists 
of La Paz [Asociación de Periodistas de La Paz] (APLP) declared a "sectoral national emergency" in rejection 
of some articles of the new Criminal System Code, enacted in December 2017, since they considered its 
potential use against journalists in reprisal for their work. The press associations questioned the "ambiguity" 
of the 309, 310 and 311 articles and expressed concern about the "risk" that they will be used for political 
purposes167. 

133. According to the information available, the repealed Criminal System Code contained, among others, 
provisions on slander, libel and defamation. Article 309 (slander) set an economic penalty for anyone who 
"offends another in his dignity or dishonors or discredits them". Article 310 (libel) sanctioned with fine on a 
person who "attributes to another the commission of a criminal offense in a false and insidious manner". 
Article 311 (defamation) sanctioned who "publicly, tendentiously and repetitively, reveals or discloses an act, 
quality, or conduct that affects the reputation of an individual person or a group". In the three offenses it was 
established that the fine will be aggravated if it is committed "through the media or a mass dissemination 
outlet", and it was established that the same sanction will apply to the person who reproduces through the 
media the insult, slander, or defamation inferred by others. On the other hand, article 246 (misuse of data 
from third parties i n informational media) regulated the penalty for the use of personal data or confidential 
information from others "in order to affect the image and dignity of the victim."168 

E. Confidentiality of sources  

134. Through 2018, some episodes were reported in which journalists were required to reveal their 
ÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÏÆ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÁÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÔÔÏÒÎÅÙ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌȭÓ 
Office to the ATB network to reveal the name of the person who delivered to the media an audio in which a 
judge would admit to the sentencing of an innocent doctor in a case of an alleged rape of a baby, who died in 
2014 with signs of violence, and which generated a great public commotion. The audio had been broadcasted 
on the ÔÅÌÅÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÎÅÔ×ÏÒË ÏÎ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ρχȢ 4ÈÅ !ÔÔÏÒÎÅÙ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄÌÙ ÇÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁ Á ςτ-
hour deadline to respond to the request under the threat of "functional, administrative, and criminal liability 
in case of non-compliance". The media refused to reveal its source and recalled the validity of the Printing 
Law [Ley de Imprenta], which guarantees the right of journalists to keep this information confidential169. 

135. A judge from the city of Cochabamba asked the director of the Opinión newspaper, Leslie Lafuente, to 
reveal the identity of the source that warned about observations to the process of purchasing a tomograph for 
a hospital170. 

136. A journalist from the newspaper Página Siete would have been harassed and intimidated by 
prisoners, lawyers, and police to reveal the source of information published on March 25 about alleged illegal 
practices in the San Pedro prison171. 

137. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that Principle 8 of the Declaration of Principles 
ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰɍÅɎÖÅÒÙ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÏÒ has the right to keep his/her source of information, notes, 
ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÒÃÈÉÖÅÓ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌȢȱ ,ÉËÅ×ÉÓÅ ÒÅÃÁÌÌÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎ !ÒÔÉÃÌÅ ρσȢσ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ 
Convention it is established that "[t]he right of expression may not be restricted by indirect methods or 
means, such as the abuse of government or private controls over newsprint, radio broadcasting frequencies, 

                                                                    
167 La Razón. January 8, 2018. Periodistas se suman a objeciones al Código Penal; Asociación de Periodistas de La Paz. January 7, 

2018. Periodistas rechazan artículo del nuevo Código del Sistema Penal; Knight Center for Journalism in the Americas. January 10, 2018. 
"ÏÌÉÖÉÁÎ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÅ ÁÎ ȬÅÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÙȭ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÏÆ ÎÅ× 0ÅÎÁÌ #ÏÄÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌÉÚÅ ÄÅÆÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ; Notimérica. December 18, 
2017. Aprobada la Ley del Código del Sistema Penal en Bolivia; Asamblea Legislativa Plurinacional. Código del Sistema Penal. December 
14, 2017.  

168 Estado Plurinacional de Bolivia. Código del Sistema Penal. December 14, 2017. 

169 ATB Digital. September 20, 2018. La Fiscalía pide a la Red ATB revelar la fuente de origen del audio que involucra a la juez Pacajes; 
Los Tiempos. September 20, 2018. Caso Alexander: Fiscalía pide a medio de comunicación revelar fuente del audio; Opinión. September 21, 
2018. Fiscal pide la fuente y ATB responde que no la dará.  

170 ANP. September 21, 2018. ANP exige respeto a la Ley de Imprenta.  

171 Página Siete. April 23, 2018. Página Siete exige a Ministro garantías para sus periodistas; Página Siete. April 25, 2018. La APLP 
respalda a Página Siete ante amedrentamiento; Asociación de Periodistas de La Paz (APLP). April 24, 2018. Hostigamiento a periodista de 
Página Siete.  
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http://senado.gob.bo/sites/default/files/LEY%201005%20C%C3%B3digo%20del%20Sistema%20Penal%2014-12-17%20PL%20122-17-18.pdf
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjftEqLpyn0
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or equipment used in the dissemination of information, or by any other means tending to impede the 
communication and circulation of ideas and opinions." According to Principle 5 of the IACHR Declaration of 
0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ Ȱ0ÒÉÏÒ ÃÅÎÓÏÒÓÈÉÐȟ ÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÏÒ ÉÎÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÏÒ ÐÒÅÓÓÕÒÅ ÅØÅÒÔÅÄ 
upon any expression, opinion or information transmitted through any means of oral, written, artistic, visual 
or electronic communication must be prohibited by law. Restrictions to the free circulation of ideas and 
opinions, as well as the arbitrary imposition of information and the imposition of obstacles to the free flow of 
information violate the right to freedom of expression. 

F. Legal reforms  

138. President Evo Morales would have proposed creating a "law against lying," which sanctions "the liar," 
be it the media or a public authority, similar to the anti-corruption rule that was previously approved. 
Morales raised the idea during a public event in the Chuquisaca region172, which generated adverse reactions 
from press organizations who considered the proposal to be dangerous for freedom of expression173. 

G. Censorship of journalistic material  / Prior censorship / Direct and indirect censorship  

139. During the hearing on the situation of the right to freedom of expression and of the press in South 
America, held in February in the framework of the 167 Period of Sessions of the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights (IACHR), the National Association of the Press of Bolivia [Asociación Nacional de la Prensa 
de Bolivia] (ANP) expressed concern over the application of the Law against Racism and all forms of Racial 
Discrimination, approved in 2010, since it has "promoted self-censorship" among journalists and the media, 
who fear being subject to sanctions174. 

140. On the other hand, some actions by government officials could have provoked or induced censorship 
of journalists and the media. For example, the private channel Atesur would have been suspended from the 
local cable service administered by the Telecommunications Cooperative Sucre Ltda. [Cooperativa de 
Telecomunicaciones Sucre Ltda.] (Cotes) for nine days, shortly before an interview with union leaders of the 
cooperative who were preparing to make complaints against the administrators of Cotes175. The governor of 
the department of La Paz, Felix Patzi, would have suspended on October 9 the program directed by the 
journalist Amalia Pando, which was broadcasted by the Radio Líder radio station owned by the governor. The 
decision would have been made after the program interviewed the opposition candidate for the Presidency, 
former president Carlos Mesa, an action that would have been questioned by the government in the 
ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÔÁËÉÎÇ Á ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÐÁÒÔÙȭÓ ÓÉÄÅ176. 

141. The Mayor's Office of Yacuiba (Tarija) would have temporarily closed the independent newspaper El 
Gran Chaco for allegedly contravening environmental standards by causing contamination with the spill of 
the ink it uses. The measure was taken on July 19, after the media published critical information about the 
ÍÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒȟ *ÏÒÇÅ -ÏÌÉÎÁȟ ÉÔȭÓ Á ͼÐÅÒÓÅÃÕÔÉÏÎͼ 
against the newspaper. In a press conference, the officials in charge of revenues justified the measure under 
the argument that the newspaper did not comply with the presentation of documents required by the 
municipal authority. Two days later the newspaper would have returned to circulation. The Councilor of 
Tarija para Todos (TPT), Mario Cavero, reportedly requested a report from the authorities of the Municipal 
Government of Yacuiba about the measure, which he considered an abuse to freedom of the press. It would be 

                                                                    
172 EFE. August 22, 2018. Morales propone una ley contra la mentira que sancione a autoridades y medios; La Razón. August 24, 2018. 

-ÏÒÁÌÅÓ ÉÎÓÉÓÔÅ ÃÏÎ ÌÅÙ ÃÏÎÔÒÁ ÌÁ ÍÅÎÔÉÒÁ Ù ÄÉÃÅ ÑÕÅ ÏÐÏÎÅÒÓÅ Á ÅÌÌÁ ÅÓ ÓÅÒ ȬÍÅÎÔÉÒÏÓÏ ÃÏÎÆÅÓÏȭ; El Deber. August 22, 2018. Evo propone una 
Ley contra la mentira para autoridades y medios.  

173 ANP. August 23, 2018. ANP rechaza ley de la mentira; Inter American Press Association (IAPA). August 24, 2019. IAPA condemns 
announcement by Evo Morales in favor of anti-lie law in Bolivia; Los Tiempos. September 4, 2018. Ley contra la mentira: expertos señalan 
que es innecesaria y Evo insiste en su incorporación. 

174 IACHR/YouTube. 167 Period of Sessions. Hearing "Situation of the right to freedom of expression and freedom of the press in 
3ÏÕÔÈ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȱ. February 28, 2018; ANP. February 28, 2018. ANP alerta asfixia financiera y amenazas a las libertades de prensa y de 
expresión. 

175 ANP. June 22, 2018. 3ÕÃÒÅȡ 4Ö Ȱ!ÔÅÓÕÒȱ ÖÕÅÌÖÅ Á ÅÍÉÔÉÒ ÐÏÒ ÃÁÂÌÅ ÄÅÓÐÕïÓ ÄÅ ύ ÄþÁÓ ÄÅ ÓÉÌÅÎÃÉÏ. 

176 ANP. October 10, 2018. Gobernador suspende programa de radio. 
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http://www.anp-bolivia.com/anp-alerta-asfixia-financiera-y-amenazas-a-las-libertades-de-prensa-y-de-expresion/
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/sucre-tv-atesur-vuelve-a-emitir-por-cable-despues-de-9-dias-de-silencio/
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/gobernador-suspende-programa-de-radio/
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the second action imposed against the newspaper, since on July 9 it would have been suspended momentarily 
for the alleged lack of an operating license177. 

142. Article 13.2 of the American Convention explicitly states that the exercise of freedom of expression 
cannot be subject to prior censorship. Additionally, Principle 5 of the Declaration of Principles on Freedom of 
%ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÓ ÔÈÁÔȟ ȰɍÐɎÒÉÏÒ ÃÅÎÓÏÒÓÈÉÐȟ ÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÏÒ ÉÎÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÏÒ ÐÒÅÓÓÕÒÅ ÅØÅÒÔÅÄ ÕÐÏÎ 
any expression, opinion or information transmitted through any means of oral, written, artistic, visual or 
electronic communication must be prohibited by law. Restrictions to the free circulation of ideas and 
opinions, as well as the arbitrary imposition of information and the imposition of obstacles to the free flow of 
ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÖÉÏÌÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȢȱ 

H. Internet and freedom of expression  

143. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has received information on incidents of cyber-attacks against 
the media. On February 20, the Twitter account of Abya Yala Televisión would have been hacked178. In April, 
the website of the Association of Journalists of La Paz suffered a cyber-attack that left it out of service. 
According to the union, hacks to their site have been frequent179. 

I. Government advertisi ng 

144. During the hearing on the situation of the right to freedom of expression and of the press in South 
America, held in February in the framework of the 167 Period of Sessions of the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights (IACHR), the National Association of the Press of Bolivia [Asociación Nacional de la Prensa 
de Bolivia] (ANP) described a situation of "risk to the freedoms of the press and expression," due to, among 
other things, "censorship manipulated by government advertising" and "financial asphyxia to the media." The 
organization reported that part of the " political asphyxia" happens through "the deprivation of government 
advertising to all media reluctant to submit to their communication policies, to the extent that there were 
media outlets that had to dismiss several investigative and analytical journalists in order to not lose their 
government advertising allocation." 

145. They also noted that since 2010, the government has enacted 12 laws and decrees which mandate 
the media to "become spokespersons for the promotion of government policies without any compensation", 
by ordering radios, channels, magazines, and news portals to disseminate free government campaigns, which 
generates "enormous costs to the weakened finances" of the media180. 

146. On September 1, a new law would have been enacted, the Law on Political Organizations [Ley de 
Organizaciones Políticas], which would impose on private media the obligation to publish electoral notices 
free of charge181. 

147. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that article 13.3 of the American Convention establishes 
ÔÈÁÔ ȰɍÔɎÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÍÁÙ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÉÎÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÍÅÔÈÏÄÓ ÏÒ ÍÅÁÎÓȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÁÂÕÓÅ ÏÆ 
government or private controls over newsprint, radio broadcasting frequencies, or equipment used in the 
dissemination of information, or by any other means tending to impede the communication and circulation of 
ÉÄÅÁÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎÓȢȱ 3ÉÍÉÌÁÒÌÙȟ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ ρσ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÎ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Inter -American Commission on Human RÉÇÈÔÓ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÏÆ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÆÕÎÄÓ 
by the state, the granting of customs duty privileges, the arbitrary and discriminatory placement of official 
advertising and government loans; the concession of radio and television broadcast frequencies, among 

                                                                    
177 Página Siete. July 22, 2018. La ANP rechaza cierre de El Gran Chaco y pide reapertura; La Prensa. July 21, 2018. Alcaldía del MAS 

cierra un periódico; Correo del Sur. July 21, 2018. Yacuiba: Cierran diario y denuncian represalias; ANP. July 26, 2018. Periódico de Yacuiba 
vuelve a circular. 

178 FM Bolivia. No date. Abya Yala denuncia ataque cibernético contra la libertad de prensa en Bolivia; Asociación de Periodistas de La 
Paz (APLP)/Facebook. March 2, 2018. Available at: https://www.facebook.com/aplapaz/   

179 Cabildeo. December 4, 2017. Página web de la APLP sufre intentos de hackeo; Asociación de Periodistas de La Paz. April 13, 2018. 
La Asociación de Periodistas de La Paz denuncia el hackeo de su página web. Available at: https://www.f acebook.com/aplapaz/ 

180 IACHR/YouTube. 167 Period of Sessions. Hearing "Situation of the right to freedom of expression and freedom of the press in 
3ÏÕÔÈ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȱ. February 28, 2018; ANP. February 28, 2018. ANP alerta asfixia financiera y amenazas a las libertades de prensa y de 
expresión. 

181 Inter American Press Association (IAPA). September 28, 2018. IAPA criticizes Bolivian government's new imposition on media; 
Infobae. September 4, 2018. Evo Morales promulgó la polémica "Ley de Organizaciones Políticas" que habilita la realización de elecciones 
primarias. 

https://www.paginasiete.bo/nacional/2018/7/22/la-anp-rechaza-cierre-de-el-gran-chaco-pide-reapertura-187995.html
http://www.laprensa.com.bo/nacional/20180721/alcaldia-del-mas-cierra-periodico
http://www.laprensa.com.bo/nacional/20180721/alcaldia-del-mas-cierra-periodico
http://correodelsur.com/politica/20180721_yacuiba-cierran-diario-y-denuncian-represalias.html
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/periodico-de-yacuiba-vuelve-a-circular/
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/periodico-de-yacuiba-vuelve-a-circular/
http://www.fmbolivia.com.bo/abya-yala-denuncia-ataque-cibern%C3%A9tico-contra-la-libertad-de-prensa-en-bolivia
https://www.facebook.com/aplapaz/
http://www.amaliapandocabildeo.com/2017/12/pagina-web-de-la-aplp-sufre-intentos-de.html
https://www.facebook.com/aplapaz/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfxySWyepZo&index=22&list=PL5QlapyOGhXuLZonmAfYVnY2MZM6-qcUr&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfxySWyepZo&index=22&list=PL5QlapyOGhXuLZonmAfYVnY2MZM6-qcUr&t=0s
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/anp-alerta-asfixia-financiera-y-amenazas-a-las-libertades-de-prensa-y-de-expresion/
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/anp-alerta-asfixia-financiera-y-amenazas-a-las-libertades-de-prensa-y-de-expresion/
https://en.sipiapa.org/notas/1212699-iapa-criticizes-bolivian-governments-new-imposition-on-media
https://en.sipiapa.org/notas/1212699-iapa-criticizes-bolivian-governments-new-imposition-on-media
https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2018/09/04/evo-morales-promulgo-la-polemica-ley-de-organizaciones-politicas-que-habilita-la-realizacion-de-elecciones-primarias/
https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2018/09/04/evo-morales-promulgo-la-polemica-ley-de-organizaciones-politicas-que-habilita-la-realizacion-de-elecciones-primarias/
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others, with the intent to put pressure on and punish or reward and provide privileges to social 
communicators and communications media because of the opinions they express threaten freedom of 
expression, and must be explicitly proÈÉÂÉÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÌÁ×Ȣȱ 

J. Other relevant situations  

148. Journalist Yadira Peláez would continue to be the victim of judicial harassment and a discredit 
campaign after she reported for sexual harassment the director of Canal 7, the public broadcaster of the 
Bolivia TV group (BTV), which reports to the Ministry of Communication, in December 2016. After the 
journalist made her case public, the official Carlos Flores, who was suspended from office, filed a lawsuit 
against her for "defamation" and "slander." On the other hand, the journalist was criticized by the 
communication minister and former manager of Canal 7, Gisela López, for "political harassment" and 
"political violence" against women. A third accusation against her was presented by the current head of Canal 
7, Fabiola Rollano Peña, who accuses her of "public corruption"182. In 2017 another Canal 7 journalist, Claudia 
Pardo, filed a complaint against the same official for sexual harassment, and this reporter was accused of 
"harassment and political violence" against women by the Ministry of Communication. Local press and 
international organizations, such as Reporters Without Borders, have expressed concern about this 
situation183. 

149. Trade unionists affiliated to the government would be promoting the payment of a tax destined to a 
"private" fund with the aim of creating life insurance for journalists. However, according to the National Press 
Association, who expressed concern before the IACHR at the hearing on the situation of the right to freedom 
of expression in South America, since the initiative represents a "new financial blow" for the media it "will 
determine the closure of small and medium-sized news companies"184. 

150. The National Association of the Press of Bolivia (ANP) questioned that judges will carry out an 
abbreviated process for minor injuries and will release the accused for attempted murder against journalist 
Adolfo Yavarí, from Villa Montes, Tarija. In September of 2017, Isaac Nogales Rocha burst in, together with a 
woman, into the journalist's home and attacked him, cutting his thumb with a knife. The prosecutor and the 
ÊÕÄÇÅ ͼÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ 9ÁÖÁÒþȭÓ ÌÉÆÅȟͼ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÅ !.0 ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
ruling issued on March 8. The attack was attributed to a reprisal for Yavarí's news reports on FM 95.5 radio 
on alleged irregularities at the Agency for Drinking Water and Sewerage Services [Entidad Prestadora de 
Servicios de Agua Potable y Alcantarillado Sanitario] (EPSA), of which Nogales was an official185. 

151. Journalists from national media and correspondents from foreign agencies would have suffered 
numerous restrictions during the coverage of the 11th South American Games that took place in the city of 
Cochabamba. According to the complaint of journalists and press organizations, journalists and official 
photographers of the organization would have enjoyed unrestricted access, while video images were granted 
exclusively to the state television channel Bolivia TV186. 

                                                                    
182 Reporters Without Borders (RSF). February 2, 2018. Bolivian journalist hounded after accusing boss of sexual harassment; 

Asociación de Periodistas de La Paz (APLP). January 3, 2018. Periodista que denunció acoso sexual en riesgo de ser detenida. 

183 Reporters Without Borders (RSF). February 2, 2018. Bolivian journalist hounded after accusing boss of sexual harassment; 
Asociación de Periodista de La Paz. January 3, 2018. Periodista que denunció acoso sexual en riesgo de ser detenida. 

184 IACHR/YouTube. 167 Period of Sessions.  Hearing "Situation of the right to freedom of expression and freedom of the press in South 
Americaȱ. February 28, 2018; IFEX. January 30, 2018. Temen cierre de medios por imposiciones del gobierno. 

185 ANP. March 13, 2018. La ANP denuncia injusticia: Imputado por intento de homicidio de periodista Yavarí sale libre; ANP. February 
25, 2018. Periodista teme que su agresor sea liberado y pide garantías; FM Bolivia. No date. Imputado por intento de homicidio de 
periodista Yavarí fue liberado. 

186 ANP. No date. Restringen trabajo de la prensa en XI Juegos Suramericanos.  

https://rsf.org/en/news/bolivian-journalist-hounded-after-accusing-boss-sexual-harassment
https://rsf.org/en/news/bolivian-journalist-hounded-after-accusing-boss-sexual-harassment
https://www.facebook.com/aplapaz/posts/1687068051315217
https://rsf.org/en/news/bolivian-journalist-hounded-after-accusing-boss-sexual-harassment
https://www.facebook.com/aplapaz/posts/1687068051315217
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfxySWyepZo&index=22&list=PL5QlapyOGhXuLZonmAfYVnY2MZM6-qcUr&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfxySWyepZo&index=22&list=PL5QlapyOGhXuLZonmAfYVnY2MZM6-qcUr&t=0s
https://ifex.org/bolivia/2018/01/30/temen-cierre-de-medios/es/
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/la-anp-denuncia-injusticia-imputado-por-intento-de-homicidio-de-periodista-yavari-sale-libre/
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/periodista-teme-que-su-agresor-sea-liberado-y-pide-garantias/
http://www.fmbolivia.com.bo/imputado-por-intento-de-homicidio-de-periodista-yavar%C3%AD-fue-liberado
http://www.fmbolivia.com.bo/imputado-por-intento-de-homicidio-de-periodista-yavar%C3%AD-fue-liberado
http://www.anp-bolivia.com/restringen-trabajo-de-la-prensa-en-xi-juegos-suramericanos/
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7. BRAZIL 

152. The IACHR conducted an on-site visit to Brazil from November 5 to 12, 2018, which included the 
participation of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, at the invitation of the 
"ÒÁÚÉÌÉÁÎ 3ÔÁÔÅȢ )Î ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔ ÏÆ "ÒÁÚÉÌȭÓ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÔÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÄ Á ÍÁÒËÅÄ 
confrontation between partisans that has created an atmosphere of hostility and constant attacks on 
journalists and media and various social demonstrations such as the women's march that took place in São 
Paulo. The Office of the Special Rapporteur also noted that there was a deliberate spread of disinformation 
during the elections, and that the judiciary took some troubling steps with regard to restrictions on the 
content of election-related interviews. Finally, the Office of the Special Rapporteur observed with concern the 
murder of four journalists for reasons allegedly linked to their work.  

A. Progress 

153. This year the Office of the Special Rapporteur was informed that the journalists threatened because 
of their work were officially included in the program for the protection of human rights defenders of the 
Ministry of Human Rights of Brazil (MDH) as a specifically protected group. Previously, the journalist had to 
demonstrate that his or her professional activity was related to human rights.187 

154. On September 3, through Decree No. 3ππȟ ÔÈÅ -$( ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ Á ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȭÓ ÆÏÃÕÓȟ ÁÎÄ 
ÒÅÎÁÍÅÄ ÉÔ ÔÈÅ Ȱ0ÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÆÏÒ (ÕÍÁÎ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ $ÅÆÅÎÄÅÒÓȟ *ÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌÉÓÔÓȢȱ188 It 
was also reported during the on-site visit  that the budget for this program was increased this year.189 On this 
point, the Office of the Special Rapporteur reminds the State that this mechanism should address the needs of 
journalists and be widely disseminated among media workers so that it is able to offer effective guarantees to 
those who are at risk because of their journalistic activity.  

155. On October 31, the plenary of the Federal Supreme Court (STF) ruled unanimously to suspend the 
judicial and administrative measures that had allowed State agents to enter public and private universities in 
different Brazilian states during a series of peaceful self-ÐÒÏÃÌÁÉÍÅÄ ȰÁÎÔÉ-ÆÁÓÃÉÓÔȱ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ 
/ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ςφȟ ςπρψȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ȰÂÁÎÎÅÄȱ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÅÌÅÃÔÏÒÁÌ ÃÏÕÒÔÓȢ )Î ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÎÉÎÅ "ÒÁÚÉÌÉÁÎ ÓÔÁÔÅÓȟ 
universities were the target of actions by the police and electoral prosecutors to remove posters and other 
means of expression, on the grounds that they were unlawful election propaganda.190 In its decision, the STF 
ÈÅÌÄȟ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÐÌÁÃÅÓ ÏÆ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ freedom and 
liberation. Their name denotes plurality and respect for differences, disagreements in building consensus, 
legitimate only when they derive from free expression. Discrepancies are characteristic of individual 
freedoms. People differ, they do not become enemies. People criticize. They do not become disagreeable 
ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÉÔȢ $ÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÕÎÁÎÉÍÉÔÙȢ #ÏÎÓÅÎÓÕÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÉÍÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎȢȱ 

B. Murders  

156. In 2018, this Office documented the murder of four journalists in Brazil for reasons allegedly related 
to their journalistic work. In  2017 there had been no reported cases. The IACHR and its Special Rapporteur 
are concerned about this increase in the number of journalists killed in the country, as well as the information 
received during the on-site visit to suggest that high rates of impunity for crimes against journalists and 
media workers would persist in Brazil.  

157. According to an investigation by the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), despite the 17 cases of 
murdered journalists in the last ten years, not a single perpetrator was convicted between September 1, 2008 

                                                                    
187 Knight Center for Journalism in the Americas. September 12, 2018. Threatened Brazilian media professionals officially included in 

protection mechanism of the Ministry of Human Rights; Ministério dos Direitos Humanos. September 3, 2018. MDH inclui comunicadores e 
ambientalistas no programa de proteção aos defensores dos direitos humanos. 

188 Knight Center for Journalism in the Americas. September 12, 2018. Threatened Brazilian media professionals officially included in 
protection mechanism of the Ministry of Human Rights; Ministério dos Direitos Humanos. Portaria No. 300. September 3, 2018; Ministério 
dos Direitos Humanos. September 3, 2018. MDH inclui comunicadores e ambientalistas no programa de proteção aos defensores dos 
direitos humanos.  

189 Ministério dos Direitos Humanos. September 3, 2018. MDH inclui comunicadores e ambientalistas no programa de proteção aos 
defensores dos direitos humanos. 

190 G1. October 26, 2018. TRE-2* ÄÉÚ ÑÕÅ ÔÉÒÏÕ ÃÁÒÔÁÚÅÓ ÄÅ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÄÁÄÅ ÐĭÂÌÉÃÁ ÐÏÒÑÕÅ ȬÎÞÏ ï ÐÅÒÍÉÔÉÄÁ Á ÐÒÏÐÁÇÁÎÄÁ ÅÌÅÉÔÏÒÁÌ΄Ƞ 
alunos protestam; Folha de São Paulo. October 26, 2018. Universidades de todo o país são alvo de ações policiais e da Justiça Eleitoral; 
Revista Exame. October 26, 2018. Justiça eleitoral faz apreensões em 17 universidades em todo o Brasil.   

https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/blog/00-20124-threatened-brazilian-media-professionals-officially-included-protection-mechanism-mini
https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/blog/00-20124-threatened-brazilian-media-professionals-officially-included-protection-mechanism-mini
http://www.mdh.gov.br/todas-as-noticias/2018/setembro/mdh-inclui-comunicadores-e-ambientalistas-no-programa-de-protecao-aos-defensores-dos-direitos-humanos
http://www.mdh.gov.br/todas-as-noticias/2018/setembro/mdh-inclui-comunicadores-e-ambientalistas-no-programa-de-protecao-aos-defensores-dos-direitos-humanos
https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/blog/00-20124-threatened-brazilian-media-professionals-officially-included-protection-mechanism-mini
https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/blog/00-20124-threatened-brazilian-media-professionals-officially-included-protection-mechanism-mini
http://www.imprensanacional.gov.br/materia/-/asset_publisher/Kujrw0TZC2Mb/content/id/39528373/do1-2018-09-04-portaria-n-300-de-3-de-setembro-de-2018-39528265
http://www.mdh.gov.br/todas-as-noticias/2018/setembro/mdh-inclui-comunicadores-e-ambientalistas-no-programa-de-protecao-aos-defensores-dos-direitos-humanos
http://www.mdh.gov.br/todas-as-noticias/2018/setembro/mdh-inclui-comunicadores-e-ambientalistas-no-programa-de-protecao-aos-defensores-dos-direitos-humanos
http://www.mdh.gov.br/todas-as-noticias/2018/setembro/mdh-inclui-comunicadores-e-ambientalistas-no-programa-de-protecao-aos-defensores-dos-direitos-humanos
http://www.mdh.gov.br/todas-as-noticias/2018/setembro/mdh-inclui-comunicadores-e-ambientalistas-no-programa-de-protecao-aos-defensores-dos-direitos-humanos
https://g1.globo.com/rj/rio-de-janeiro/eleicoes/2018/noticia/2018/10/26/tre-rj-diz-que-tirou-cartazes-de-universidade-publica-porque-nao-e-permitida-a-propaganda-eleitoral-ou-partidaria-bens-de-uso-comum.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/rj/rio-de-janeiro/eleicoes/2018/noticia/2018/10/26/tre-rj-diz-que-tirou-cartazes-de-universidade-publica-porque-nao-e-permitida-a-propaganda-eleitoral-ou-partidaria-bens-de-uso-comum.ghtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/cotidiano/2018/10/universidades-de-todo-o-pais-sao-alvo-de-acoes-policiais-e-da-justica-eleitoral.shtml
https://exame.abril.com.br/brasil/justica-eleitoral-faz-apreensoes-em-17-universidades-em-todo-o-brasil/
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and August 31, 2018. The Inter-American Commission is extremely concerned by the information received 
about the alleged slowness of justice authorities and the lack of transparency on the part of the civil police 
responsible for investigating these cases.191 

158. The Office of the Special Rapporteur received information about the murder of Ueliton Brizon on 
January 16,192 and of Jefferson Pureza, of Beira Rio FM, on January 17.193 According to reports, both journalists 
had received threats prior to their murders. In addition, the radio station where Pureza worked had a fire in 
November 2017, under circumstances that remain unclear.194 The Office also received information about the 
murders of Jairo Souza, of Pérola FM, in the municipality of Bragança, State of Pará, on June 21,195 and of 
Marlon de Carvalho Araújo, in the town of Chapada, a rural area outside the city of Riachão do Jacuípe, Bahía, 
Araújo, on August 16.196 

159. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has stated on repeated occasions that the murder of journalists 
is the most extreme form of censorship and that States have the positive obligation to identify and punish the 
perpetrators of such crimes. In the opinion of this Office, it is essential for the State to investigate the murder 
of journalists completely, effectively, and impartially and to establish the motives and judicially determine 
their possible relationship to journalistic activity and freedom of expression. Authorities should not rule out 
the practice of journalism as a motive for murder and/or assault before the investigation is completed. The 
omission of logical lines of investigation or the lack of diligence in the collection of evidence in this regard can 
have serious repercussions on the development of proceedings at the indictment or trial stages. The failure to 
completely exhaust the logical lines of investigation affects, above all, the ability to identify the masterminds.  

160. !ÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙȟ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ ω ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )!#(2ȭÓ $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅs on Freedom of Expression states 
ÔÈÁÔȟ Ȱ[t]he murder, kidnapping, intimidation of and/or threats to social communicators, as well as the 
material destruction of communications media violate the fundamental rights of individuals and strongly 
restrict freedom of expression. It is the duty of the state to prevent and investigate such occurrences, to 
ÐÕÎÉÓÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÅÒÐÅÔÒÁÔÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÓ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÄÕÅ ÃÏÍÐÅÎÓÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ 

C. Social protest  

161. During the on-site visit, the IACHR received dozens of complaints about certain restrictions on critical 
speech in the context of social protests and in the defense of human rights. In this regard, the IACHR has 
observed that this situation has worsened in recent years, especially since 2013, with a troubling increase in 
the number of restrictions on the exercise of human rights in the context of the various protests and social 
demonstrations taking place throughout the country. In the city of São Paulo, the IACHR received information 
on various cases of violence, illegal and excessive use of force, indiscriminate use of less lethal weapons 
against demonstrators and photojournalists, as well as indiscriminate arrests by the police during public 
demonstrations. Similarly, civil society organizations condemned the increased presence of the military 
police to disperse demonstrations in various states around the country, which has an intimidating effect on 
those who wish to demonstrate.  

162. Additionally, it has been reported the existence of restrictive laws and the use of legal actions, such as 
the prohibitory injunction [ interdito proibitório ], to curtail the holding of demonstrations. According to 
reports, criminal or administrative investigations into these violations are infrequent and result in impunity. 
The IACHR has also observed the differentiated impact of these laws and practices on the most excluded 
groups in Brazilian society. For instance, the IACHR was informed that groups of individuals claiming land 

                                                                    
191 Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ). No date. Getting Away with Murder.  

192 IACHR. Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression. January 26, 2018. Office of the Special Rapporteur Condemns Murder of 
Two Journalists in Brazil and Urges the State to Investigate Connection to Journalistic Activity.  

193 IACHR. Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression. January 26, 2018. Office of the Special Rapporteur Condemns Murder of 
Two Journalists in Brazil and Urges the State to Investigate Connection to Journalistic Activity. 

194 IACHR. Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression. January 26, 2018. Office of the Special Rapporteur Condemns Murder of 
Two Journalists in Brazil and Urges the State to Investigate Connection to Journalistic Activity. 

195 IACHR. Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression. June 29, 2018. The Office of the Special Rapporteur condemns the 
killing of journalist in Brazil.  

196 IACHR. Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression. August 28, 2018.  The Office of the Special Rapporteur condemns the 
murder of a Journalist in Brazil and urges the authorities to Investigate Connection to Journalistic Activity.  
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rights in Brazil, including peasants, indigenous peoples, quilombolas, and other traditional communities, have 
been subject to arrest and criminal proceedings designed to punish and intimidate them for demanding 
agrarian reform in the country. During the on-site visit, the IACHR was informed that this criminalization has 
targeted the land access and pro-housing social movements.  

163. The Commission also received troubling information with respect to criminalization and physical and 
psychological attacks on adolescent students in the context of protests and social movements in Brazil. This 
was documented during the protests against a set of education reform policies advocated by the State of São 
Paulo in 2015. According to the information received, despite the easing of repression, a climate of 
persecution and violence against members of the secondary school student movement still persists, 
undermining their participation in educational policy issues. The psychological wellbeing of many of these 
students has reportedly been affected by the psychological aftereffects of the repression against them. 

164. Finally, the IACHR was informed of a number of criminal cases and complaints for offenses such as 
criminal contempt and defamation against journalists, human rights activists, and protestors. Civil society 
organizations reported the excessive use by police institutions of contempt laws against such persons, in 
order to criminalize speech that is legitimate within the framework of a democratic society. Similarly, the 
IACHR has received information about court judgments that inhibit the furtherance of artistic expression, 
based on a concept of public morality incompatible with a democratic society.  

D. Freedom of expression in electoral contexts  

               Legal Framework  

165. It is noted that Brazilian law severely limits the conditions for the implementation, duration, and 
means of disseminating election advertising, and establishes several general prohibitions on its content and 
on the involvement of the media in electoral races. All these aspects of electoral propaganda are tightly 
controlled by the legislature and the electoral body. 

               Restrictions on the content of election propaganda  

166. According to the Final Report of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission (EOM) to Brasil, given the 
breadth and vagueness of their terms, some of the restrictions about the contente of election propaganda may 
be incompatible with international obligations on freedom of expression and access to information and best 
practices in this area, and should be therefore reviewed. The EOM stressed that it is troubling that a number 
of these provisions prohibit or criminalize criticism or affront to state institutions and authorities, including 
the President of the Republic and the national armed forces (insult laws).197 The Office of the Special 
Rapporteur notes that these provisions, which are manifestly contrary to the right to freedom of expression 
and democratic principles,198  ÁÒÅ ÖÅÓÔÉÇÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÁÒÉÁÎÉÓÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ 
Brazil.  

167. This report indicated that, such is the case of provisions established in the 1965 Electoral Code, 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÐÒÏÈÉÂÉÔ ÅÌÅÃÔÏÒÁÌ ÐÒÏÐÁÇÁÎÄÁ ÕÓÉÎÇ ȰÁÄÖÅÒÔÉÓÉÎÇ ÍÅÄÉÁ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÒÔÉÆÉÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎ 
mental, emotional, and impassioned statesȱȠ199 ȰÔÈÁÔ provoke animosity between or against the Armed 
&ÏÒÃÅÓȟȱ200 Ȱto instigate collective disobedience against the law of public orderȟȱ201 Ȱ×ÈÉÃÈ slanders, defames, 
or insults any person, or which affects bodies or entities exercising public authority,ȱ202 and that which 
ȰÄÉÓÒÅÓÐÅÃÔ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÙÍÂÏÌÓȢȱ203   

                                                                    
197 OAS. Electoral Observation Mission. Final report. No date. 

198 IACHR. Annual Report 1994. Chapter V: Report on the Compatibility of "Desacato" Laws with the American Convention on 
Human Rights. Title III Section B. OEA/Ser. L/V/II.88. Doc. 9 rev. February 17, 1995. 

199 Tribunal Superior Eleitoral do Brasil (TSE). Lei No. 4.737. July 15, 1965. Art. 242; y Tribunal Superior Eleitoral do Brasil (TSE). 
Resolução No. 23.551. December 18, 2017. Art. 6. 

200 Tribunal Superior Eleitoral do Brasil (TSE). Resolução No. 23.551. December 18, 2017. Art. 17, III. 

201 Tribunal Superior Eleitoral do Brasil (TSE). Resolução No. 23.551. December 18, 2017. Art. 17, V. 

202 Tribunal Superior Eleitoral do Brasil (TSE). Resolução No. 23.551. December 18, 2017. Art. 17, X. 

203 Tribunal Superior Eleitoral do Brasil (TSE). Resolução No. 23.551. December 18, 2017. Art. 17, XI. 
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168. Failure to comply with these conditions and prohibitions carries various penalties, ranging from the 
withdrawal of advertising, to fines and imprisonment204. For example, the EOM noted that ȰIt is a crime, 
punishable by imprisonment of 6 months to 2 years and paymeÎÔ ÏÆ Á ÆÉÎÅ ÏÆ ρπ ÔÏ τπ ÄÁÙÓȭ ×ÁÇÅÓȟ ÔÏ ÓÌÁÎÄÅÒ 
someone for the purpose of electoral propaganda, falsely accusing them of committing crimesȢȱ205 It also 
ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÄÅÆÁÍÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÁÎÙ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÉÎ ÅÌÅÃÔÏÒÁÌ ÐÒÏÐÁÇÁÎÄÁ ÏÒ ÆÏÒ ÐÒÏÐÁÇÁÎÄÁ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅÓȟ ÂÙ ÁÃÃÕÓÉÎg 
ÈÉÍ ÏÆ ÁÎ ÁÃÔ ÏÆÆÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ ÒÅÐÕÔÁÔÉÏÎȟȱ ÉÓ ÐÕÎÉÓÈÁÂÌÅ ÂÙ ÉÍÐÒÉÓÏÎÍÅÎÔȟ206 ÁÓ ÉÓ ȰÉÎÓÕÌÔÉÎÇ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅȟ ÂÙ 
means of electoral propaganda or for purposes of electoral propaganda, offending their dignity or 
ÄÅÃÏÒÕÍȢȱ207 The penalties for these offenses shall be increased by one third when the speech is directed 
against the President of the Republic or against a public official because of his or her official duties.208  

169. The OEM stressed that, while spontaneous speech expressed by the voter over the Internet is not 
ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ȰÅÌÅÃÔÏÒÁÌ ÐÒÏÐÁÇÁÎÄÁȟȱ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÉÏÎÓ209. In this regard, indicated that according 
ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÁ×ȟ ȰÔÈÅ ÆÒÅÅ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÏÒ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÁÂÌÅ ÖÏÔÅÒ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ )ÎÔÅÒÎÅÔ ÉÓ ÏÎÌÙ 
subject to limitations when it is offensive to the honor of others.ȱ210 This prohibition applies to messages made 
before the start date for election propaganda ɉ!ÕÇÕÓÔ ρφɊ Ȱ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÐÒÅÊÕÄÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅÓ ÏÆ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÏÒ 
criticism of a political party or candidate in the democratic political  ÄÅÂÁÔÅȢȱ )Î ÔÈÉÓ ÃÁÓÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÌÁ× ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ 
Ȱ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÐÒÅÊÕÄÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÖÉÌ ÁÎÄ ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌ ÐÅÎÁÌÔÉÅÓ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÐÅÔÒÁÔÏÒȟ ÔÈÅ %ÌÅÃÔÏÒÁÌ #ÏÕÒÔÓ ÍÁÙ 
ÏÒÄÅÒȟ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍȭÓ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÔÈÄÒÁ×ÁÌ ÏÆ ÐÏÓÔÓ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ offenses or attacks on candidates on Internet 
ÓÉÔÅÓȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÎÅÔ×ÏÒËÓȢȱ 

170. The Office of the Special Rapporteur observes that, as they are formulated, these provisions do not 
adequately identify punishable conduct and grant broad discretion to justice authorities, which undermines 
legal certainty and enables the discriminatory application of the law. This inevitably leads to self-censorship 
and hinders the expression of political differences and criticism so necessary in the election process.  

171. As the Office of the Special Rapporteur has stated on repeated occasions, the existence of free and 
ÔÒÁÎÓÐÁÒÅÎÔ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÄÅÐÅÎÄÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÖÏÔÅÒÓȭ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÓÅÍÉÎÁÔÅ 
political opinions and information, as well as to receive all the diverse and sufficient information they need to 
exercise their right to vote. To this end, candidates must be guaranteed their right to communicate their 
platforms and their views to the electorate, and journalists and the media must have the freedom to inform 
the public about an election campaign and key events, and disseminate political ideas and opinions. 

                Media coverage 

172. According to the Final Report of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Brasil, according to the 
law, after August 6, radio and television programming is subject to several restrictions in order to ensure 
equitable media access for candidates and parties, subject to the imposition of fines and other penalties.211 
/ÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÐÒÏÈÉÂÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÆ ȰÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÐÒÉÖÉÌÅÇÅÄ ÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ Á ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅȟ ÐÁÒÔÙȟ ÏÒ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÁÌÌÉÁÎÃÅȟȱ 
ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ȬÉÓÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔȭ ÒÕÌÅȢȱ212  

173. The OEM noted that during the electoral process several political actors filed appeals with the 
election authorities to prevent the dissemination of content that they considered to be privileged treatment of 
a candidate or political faction or to demand coverage by a media outlet. In this regard, noted that in 
ÁÄÊÕÄÉÃÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÁÐÐÅÁÌÓȟ ÔÈÅ 3ÕÐÅÒÉÏÒ %ÌÅÃÔÏÒÁÌ 4ÒÉÂÕÎÁÌ ɉ43%Ɋ ÃÁÒÅÆÕÌÌÙ ÂÁÌÁÎÃÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅÓȭ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ 

                                                                    
204 OAS. Electoral Observation Mission. Final report. No date. 

205 Tribunal Superior Eleitoral do Brasil (TSE). Lei No. 4.737. July 15, 1965. Art. 324, caput. 

206 Tribunal Superior Eleitoral do Brasil (TSE). Lei No. 4.737. July 15, 1965. Art. 325, caput. 

207 Tribunal Superior Eleitoral do Brasil (TSE). Lei No. 4.737. July 15, 1965. Art. 326, caput. 

208 Tribunal Superior Eleitoral do Brasil (TSE). Lei No. 4.737. July 15, 1965. Art. 326, caput. 

209 OAS. Electoral Observation Mission. Final report. No date. 

210 Tribunal Superior Eleitoral do Brasil (TSE). Resolução No. 23.551. December 18, 2017. Art. 22. 

211 Tribunal Superior Eleitoral do Brasil (TSE). Lei das Eleições ɀ Lei nº 9.504. September 30, 1997. Art. 45, incisos I-VI; OAS. 
Electoral Observation Mission. Final report. No date. 

212 Tribunal Superior Eleitoral do Brasil (TSE). Lei das Eleições ɀ Lei nº 9.504. September 30, 1997. Art. 45, incisos III; OAS. Electoral 
Observation Mission. Final report. No date. 
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freedom of expression and access to the media, giving effect to international principles and standards in this 
area, such as the prohibition against prior censorship and the principle of legality213. 

174. For example, according to the information received by the EOM and the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur, the political alliance for Fernando (ÁÄÄÁÄȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÃÙ ɉ04Ɋ ȰO Povo Feliz de Novoȱ 
asked the TSE to suspend the broadcast of the scheduled television interview of candidate Jair Bolsanaro. On 
October 4, 2018, the TSE, in a decision by Justice Horbach,214 ÄÅÎÉÅÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔȟ ÆÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÎÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
"ÒÁÚÉÌÉÁÎ ÅÌÅÃÔÏÒÁÌ ÌÁ× ɍȢȢȢɎ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÅÓ ÐÒÉÏÒ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌ ÏÆ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÉÃ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔȟ ÁÓ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎÅÒȱ ÁÎÄ 
that, on the contrary, the legal system prohibits prior censorship. It stated that judicial review takes place a 
posteriori. The Office of the Special Rapporteur notes that this decision is consistent with Article 13 of the 
American Convention, which expressly prohibits prior censorship.  

175. On September 11, 2018, the TSE  similarly denied an appeal  filed by Presidential candidate Henrique 
-ÅÉÒÅÌÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÃÏÁÌÉÔÉÏÎ ȰEsa es la Soluciónȱ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ Globo media organization.215 The appellant also 
asked to be interviewed on the programs Jornal Nacional (TV Globo) and Central de las Elecciones (Globo 
.Å×ÓɊȢ 4ÈÅ ÎÅ×ÓÃÁÓÔÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ×ÅÄ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐ ÆÉÖÅ ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÌÌÓȢ 4ÈÅ 43% ÈÅÌÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÁÌÌ ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅÓ 
are not guaranteed identical space in the media, but rather the treatment proportional to the participation of 
ÅÁÃÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÁÒÅÎÁȢȱ )Ô ÆÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ "ÒÁÎÃÈ ÈÁÓ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ 
candidates to participate in radio and television debates, it did not do so with respect to participation in 
journalistic interviews, ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÓ ÐÒÅÖÁÉÌÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÃÅÎÁÒÉÏȢȱ The Office of the Special 
Rapporteur notes that this decision is consistent with the principle of legality, which requires that restrictions 
on the right to freedom of expression must be provided for by law. 

176. The STF (Federal Supreme Court) treated the request by various media outlets to guarantee their 
right to interview former President Lula da Silva differently. This appeal resulted in a series of contradictory 
decisions by different STF Justices. Justice Ricardo Lewandowski granted the appeal on September 28, 2018, 
based on the protection of the right to freedom of expression,216 and on the night of that same day Justice Luiz 
Fux ordered a stay of Justice Lewandowski's decision, being of the opinion that the instant case would present 
ȰÔÈÅ ÒÉÓË ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅ ÏÆ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ× ×ÉÔÈ ,ÕÉÚ )ÎÜÃÉÏ ,ÕÌÁ ÄÁ 3ÉÌÖÁȟ ×ÈÏÓÅ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÃÙ ×ÁÓ 
rejected, would cause disinformation on the eve of the vote, considering the proximity of the first round of the 
ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓȢȱ217 Later, on October 1, Justice Lewandowiski reaffirmed the decision he handed down 
on September 28, and ordered compliance with this decision by authorizing the interview to take place. In his 
October 1 decision, the Justice indicated, inter alia, that Justice Luiz &ÕØȭÓ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ȰÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÖÅÒÙ ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓ 
ÄÅÆÅÃÔÓȢȱ218 4ÈÅÒÅÁÆÔÅÒȟ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ 4ÏÆÆÏÌÉȟ #ÈÉÅÆ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 34&ȟ ÒÕÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÕÐÈÏÌÄ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ &ÕØȭÓ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅ 
ÓÕÂÓÅÑÕÅÎÔ ÄÅÌÉÂÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÅÎÁÒÙȢȱ219  

177. The Office of the Special Rapporteur notes that eØÐÅÒÔÓ ÁÇÒÅÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ &ÕØȭÓ 
decision (joined by Justice Toffoli), which constitutes a form of prior censorship inadmissible in a democratic 
society. In this case, not only the media outlet was affected, but the right of the electorate to receive 
information of public interest in the electoral context was violated. It is noted that the plenary did not render 
a decision before the October 7 elections.220 

178. In view of the foregoing, the Office of the Special Rapporteur recommends that judicial authorities 
apply constitutional or international guarantees protecting freedom of expression and ensure that the media 
are free to report on electoral matters without prior censorship and other unlawful restrictions.  

                                                                    
213 OAS. Electoral Observation Mission. Final report. No date.  

214 Tribunal Superior Eleitoral do Brasil (TSE). Representação no. 0601600-71.2018.6.00.0000. Clase 11541 Brasília. Distrito 
Federal. October 4, 2018. 

215 Tribunal Superior Eleitoral do Brasil (TSE). REPRESENTAÇÃO Nº 0601024-78.2018.6.00.0000 ɀ CLASSE 12061 ɀ BRASÍLIA ɀ 
DISTRITO FEDERAL. September 11, 2018. 

216 Supremo Tribunal Federal (STF). Reclamação 32.035 Paraná. Judgment of September 28, 2018.  

217 Supremo Tribunal Federal (STF). Suspensão de Liminar 1.178 Paraná. Judgment of September 28, 2018.  

218 Supremo Tribunal Federal (STF). Reclamação 32.035 Paraná. Judgment of October 1, 2018. Page 3.  

219 Supremo Tribunal Federal (STF). Suspensão de Liminar 1.178. Judgment of October 1, 2018. Page 2.  

220 El País. October 4, 2018. Censura a entrevista de Lula mostra parcialidade do STF no processo eleitoral, apontam juristas. 
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                Attacks, threats, and intimidation against journalists and the media  

179. In the context of the 2018 general elections in Brazil, there were dozens of documented cases of 
assaults, persecution, harassment, and threats against journalists and media workers, against a backdrop of 
sharp political polarization. The Brazilian Association of Investigative Journalists [Associação Brasileira de 
Jornalismo Investigativo] (ABRAJI) recorded 141 cases of threats and violence against journalists covering the 
elections between January and October.221 According to the available information, almost half of these assaults 
occurred at demonstrations. 

180. In January, for instance, it was reported that in Curitiba, a reporter from The Intercept Brazil  website 
was assaulted and thrown out of a camp opposite the Federal Court of Paraná by demonstrators who 
reportedly supported the conviction of former President Lula.222  

181. On March 26, a journalist from O Globo was reportedly assaulted by individuals from the security 
detail of former PreÓÉÄÅÎÔ ,ÕÌÁȭÓ ÍÏÔÏÒÃÁÄÅ ÉÎ ÓÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ "ÒÁÚÉÌȢ ,ÕÌÁͻÓ ÁÄÖÉÓÏÒ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍÅÒ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 
repudiates any act of violence and that he was going to find out what had happened.223 In addition, on March 
27, two buses that would have accompanied former presidenÔ ,ÕÌÁȭÓ ÍÏÔÏÒÃÁÄÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÓÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ "ÒÁÚÉÌ ×ÅÒÅ 
allegedly attacked with firearms. Although the shots pierced the metal exterior of the bus, no injuries were 
reported. According to reports, one of the buses was carrying 26 journalists, in addition to politicians and 
advisors.224 With respect to the incident, Brazilian Association of Investigative Journalists (ABRAJI) stated 
ÔÈÁÔȟ ȰÉÎÔÏÌÅÒÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÏÖÅÒÒÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÅÅ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÄÅÁÓȢ 
Subjecting public actors and meÄÉÁ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÓË ÏÆ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÉÓ Á ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓ ÃÒÉÍÅ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙȢȱ225  

182. In addition, between April 5 and 7, various journalists were reportedly assaulted or threatened while 
covering the arrest of former President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva.226 As a result of the political polarization 
said to exist in the country, media that are perceived as "right-wing" have been the target of many of these 
attacks.  

183. The Union of Professional Journalists of the Federal District [Sindicato dos Jornalistas Profissionais 
ÄÏ $ÉÓÔÒÉÔÏ &ÅÄÅÒÁÌɎ ÒÅÐÕÄÉÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ !ÐÒÉÌ υ ÁÔÔÁÃËÓ ÏÎ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ÉÎ "ÒÁÓÉÌÉÁȟ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
media should not be confused with freedom of professional practice.ȱ227 For its part, the Union of Professional 
Journalists of the State of São Paulo [Sindicato dos Jornalistas Profissionais no Estado de São Paulo] stated on 
!ÐÒÉÌ ρπ ÔÈÁÔȟ ȰÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÇÒÅÔÔÁÂÌÅ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÕÌÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÒÇÅ ÍÅÄÉÁ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÓȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ 
support the coup, and which have taken a hostile editorial staÎÃÅ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓȢȱ228 
Previously, on April 5 and 6, other Brazilian journalism associations such as the Brazilian Association of Radio 
and Television Broadcasters [Associação Brasileira de Emissoras de Rádio e Televisão] (ABERT), the Brazilian 
Association of Magazine Publishers [Associação Nacional de Editores de Revistas] (ANER), the National 
Association of Newspapers [Associação Nacional dos Jornais] (ANJ), the Brazilian Association of Investigative 
Journalists (ABRAJI), the Brazilian Radio and Television Association [Associação Brasileira de Rádio e 

                                                                    
221 Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). October 25, 2018. Brasil: Jornalistas enfrentam intimidação durante 

campanha eleitoral.  

222 Portal Imprensa. January 25, 2018. Jornalista do Intercept Brasil é agredido por manifestantes anti-Lula em Curitiba; R7. January 
24, 2018. Repórter sofre agressão em protesto anti-Lula em Curitiba. Assista.   

223 O Povo. March 26, 2018. Segurança da caravana do ex-presidente Lula agride repórter de "O Globo"; Associação Nacional de 
Jornais (ANJ). March 26, 2018. ANJ condena agressão de segurança de Lula a repórter de O Globo; Exame. March 26, 2018. Entidades de 
imprensa pedem punição de agressor de repórter.   

224 Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji) . March 28, 2018. Para Abraji, atentado contra caravana de Lula é 
gravíssimo; UOL. March 27, 2018. Ônibus de caravana são atacados a tiros. "Querem matar Lula", diz Gleisi.  

225 Original text in Portugueseȡ Ȱ! ÉÎÔÏÌÅÒÝÎÃÉÁ Á ÐÏÓÉëėÅÓ ÐÏÌþÔÉÃÁÓ ÄÉÖÅÒÇÅÎÔÅÓ ÎÞÏ ÐÏÄÅ ÓÅ ÓÏÂÒÅÐÏÒ Û ÌÉÖÒÅ ÃÉÒÃÕÌÁëÞÏ ÄÅ ÐÅÓÓÏÁÓ Å 
ideias. Submeter agentes públicÏÓ Å ÐÒÏÆÉÓÓÉÏÎÁÉÓ ÄÅ ÃÏÍÕÎÉÃÁëÞÏ Á ÒÉÓÃÏ ÄÅ ÍÏÒÔÅ ï ÕÍ ÇÒÁÖÅ ÃÒÉÍÅ ÃÏÎÔÒÁ Á ÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÉÁȢȱ Available at: 
Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji) . March 28, 2018. Para Abraji, atentado contra caravana de Lula é gravíssimo.  

226 Knight Center for Journalism in the Americas. April 10, 2018.  At least 19 Brazilian journalists and media professionals assaulted 
during coverage of former President Lula's arrest.  

227 Sindicato dos Jornalistas Profissionais do DF (SJPDF). April 6, 2018. Nota de repúdio à agressão sofrida por jornalistas durante ato 
na CUT, em Brasília.      

228 Original text in Portugueseȡ Ȱ%ÓÓÁ ÓÉÔÕÁëÞÏ lamentável é resultado também da política das grandes empresas de comunicação, 
que apoiam o golpe, e que adotam uma linha editorial de hostilidade contra as organizações populares.ȱ Available at: Sindicato dos 
Jornalistas Profissionais no Estado de São Paulo. April 10, 2018. Repúdio às agressões contra a imprensa em São Bernardo do Campo.   
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Televisão], and the National Federation of Journalists [Federação Nacional dos Jornalistas] 
(FENAJ)  condemned the reported attacks against journalists.229 

184. With regard to the facts per se, it was reported that on April 5 in Brasilia, at least 30 demonstrators 
rushed the vehicle belonging to Correio Braziliense and broke one of its windows.230 the Brazilian Association 
of Investigative Journalists (ABRAJI) stated that, in addition to the attacks, demonstrators also shouted at and 
harassed the press and the newspaper.231 A team from SBT and a Reuters photographer were also reportedly 
threatened in the same place.232 The media professionals were at the site to cover the protest called by the 
Unified Workersȭ Central [Central Única dos Trabalhadores] (CUT) ɀ Federal District.233 

185. In São Paulo, at the same time, most of the cases of attacks on journalists and press professionals by 
demonstrators were reported to have occurred in the vicinity of the ABC Metalworkersȭ Union [Sindicato dos 
Metalúrgicos do ABC]ɂthe place where former president Lula went after his arrest was ordered.234 On April 
6, an Agência Estadão Conteúdo photographer and a journalist from BAND, were assaulted while covering the 
demonstrations. According to reports, the journalists were hit by eggs thrown by demonstrators.235 The same 
day, a team from UOL was reportedly assaulted in the same place. According to the available information, a 
×ÏÍÁÎ ÓÔÒÕÃË ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÍȭÓ ÍÉÃÒÏÐÈÏÎÅ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎÔerviewing protesters there.236  

186. )Ô ×ÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÎ !ÐÒÉÌ φȟ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ !"# -ÅÔÁÌ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȭ 5ÎÉÏÎ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÉÎ 3ÞÏ 0ÁÕÌÏȟ ÐÒÅÓÓ 
professionals had to leave the room on the first floor, and move to the third floor, after they were intimidated 
by demonstrators who tried to enter the designated press area. Demonstrators also reportedly broke a 
window of the Bandnews vehicle.237 Several cases of assaults on journalists were also reported on April 7 in 
São Paulo. On the morning of April 7, a CBN radio reported was reportedly harassed at the headquarters of 
ÔÈÅ !"# -ÅÔÁÌ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȭ 5ÎÉÏÎ ÉÎ 3ÞÏ 0ÁÕÌÏȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÏÒÓ ÔÈÒÅ× 
bottles of water at him, and at that time he was reportedly protected by a federal congressman and his 
bodyguards.238 

187. /Î ÔÈÅ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎ ÏÆ !ÐÒÉÌ χȟ ÁÌÓÏ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ !"# -ÅÔÁÌ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȭ 5ÎÉÏÎ ÈÅÁÄÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÓȟ Á ÆÅÍÁÌÅ Bandnews 
TV reporter was reportedly struck by a protestor during a live broadcast.239 In addition, a team from Red 

                                                                    
229 Estadão. April 6, 2018. Entidades de comunicação repudiam agressões a jornalistas; Correio Braziliense. April 6, 2018. Associações 

repudiam agressões a jornalistas do Correio e de outro veículos; Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). April 5, 2018. 
Jornalistas são agredidos e hostilizados em Brasília e São Bernardo do Campo; Correio Braziliense. April 7, 2018. Jornalista é agredido 
dentro do Sindicato dos Metalúrgicos do ABC; Associação Nacional dos Editores de Revistas. No date. Nota de repúdio; Agência Brasil. 
April 6, 2018. Entidades rechaçam violência contra jornalistas em protestos a favor de Lula; Sindicato dos Jornalistas Profissionais do DF 
(SJPDF). April 6, 2018. Nota de repúdio à agressão sofrida por jornalistas durante ato na CUT, em Brasília; Associação Brasileira de Rádio e 
Televisão (Abratel). No date. Nota de repúdio; Inter American Press Association (IAPA). April 6, 2018. SIP repudia agressões contra 
jornalistas brasileiros.     

230 Correio Braziliense. April 6, 2018. Associações repudiam agressões a jornalistas do Correio e de outro veículos; Agência Brasil. April 
6, 2018. Entidades rechaçam violência contra jornalistas em protestos a favor de Lula.  

231 Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). April 5, 2018. Jornalistas são agredidos e hostilizados em Brasília e São 
Bernardo do Campo.  

232 UOL. April 6, 2018. Entidades de classe repudiam agressões a jornalistas após decreto de prisão de Lula; Último Segundo. April 6, 
2018. Jornalistas são ameaçados e agredidos durante protestos contra prisão de Lula; Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo 
Investigativo (Abraji).April 6, 2018. Abraji repudia agressões a jornalistas, após decreto da prisão de Lula.      

233 Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). April 5, 2018. Jornalistas são agredidos e hostilizados em Brasília e São 
Bernardo do Campo. 

234 Knight Center for Journalism in the Americas. April 10, 2018. At least 19 Brazilian journalists and media professionals assaulted 
during coverage of former President Lula's arrest.  

235 Estadão. April 6, 2018. Entidades de comunicação repudiam agressões a jornalistas; UOL. April 6, 2018. Entidades de classe 
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237 Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). April 7, 2018. Militantes agridem jornalistas durante protesto em SBC 
no sábado.  

238 Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). April 7, 2018. Militantes agridem jornalistas durante protesto em SBC 
no sábado.  

239 Teleguiado. April 7, 2018. Repórter da Band é agredida ao vivo por apoiador de Lula; Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo 
Investigativo (Abraji). April 7, 2018. Militantes agridem jornalistas durante protesto em SBC no sábado.  
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TV!  was reportedly attacked with glasses and cans of beer. The team allegedly had to retreat from the area 
after being surrounded by protestors. A reporter from Bandnews FM was reportedly assaulted with a blow to 
the stomach by a woman who tried to take her cell phone from her. Similarly, a reporter from Joven Pan was 
reportedly intimidated by protestors and prevented from continuing with a live broadcast. A journalist from 
Bandeirantes, was reportedly surrounded by protestors who verbally attacked her while she was doing a live 
broadcast, and she had to leave the area.240 At the Congonhas Airport in São Paulo, a reporter was reportedly 
harassed by demonstrators and had to leave the premises.241  

188. That same day, in a speech made at the !"# -ÅÔÁÌ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȭ 5ÎÉÏÎ ÈÅÁÄÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÓȟ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÅ 
announced that he would comply with the arrest warrant against him, former president Lula reportedly 
ÓÔÁÔÅÄȟ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȟ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÈÁÓÔÅÎÅÄ -ÁÒÉÓÁȭÓ ɍÈÉÓ ×ÉÆÅɎ ÄÅÁÔÈȢȱ 
3ÉÍÉÌÁÒÌÙȟ Ȱ(Å ×ÁÓ ÆÉÒÍ ÉÎ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ 3ÅÒÇÉÏ -ÏÒÏȟ ÔÈÅ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ the putschist media to account for the 
ÊÕÄÉÃÉÁÌ ÍÅÄÉÁ ÐÅÒÓÅÃÕÔÉÏÎ ÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ Á ÃÁÓÅ ÌÁÃËÉÎÇ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÒËÅÄ ÂÙ ÉÒÒÅÇÕÌÁÒÉÔÉÅÓȢȱ242 

189. According to the available information, in the city of João Pessoa, Paraíba, reporter Oscar Neto of 
Bandnews FM Manaíra was reportedly assaulted by four demonstrators while using his cell phone to record 
the protest of a group of Lula supporters outside TV Cabo Branco, a Globo affiliate, on April 6. The reporter 
said that the assailants threw his equipment on the ground. According to the available information, the 
ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÏÒÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÈÒÅ× ÒÏÃËÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÄÏ×Ó ÁÎÄ ÇÌÁÓÓ ÄÏÏÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇȟ ÂÒÏËÅ Á ÄÏÏÒȟ ÁÎÄ   
wrote slogans in defense of the former president on the walls.243 In addition, in the city of Curitiba, journalists 
were also reportedly harassed outside the Federal Police headquarters. According to reports, the SBT and 
Globo teams were the most seriously affected.244 A female reporter from BNC Amazonas was also reportedly 
attacked.245 

190. Acts of violence against demonstrators were also reported in connection with the arrest of former 
0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ,ÕÉÚ )ÎÜÃÉÏ ,ÕÌÁ ÄÁ 3ÉÌÖÁȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÎÄÌÅÓÓ 2ÕÒÁÌ 7ÏÒËÅÒÓȭ 
Movement [Movimiento de los Trabajadores Rurales Sin Tierra] (MST) is said to have blocked a number of 
roads throughout the country in protest against the former president's arrest.246 As part of these protests, an 
unidentified man fired a shot at demonstrators on April 6 in Paraíba, reportedly hitting a woman in the leg. 247 

191. In addition, on April 7, it was reported that nine people were injured in the disturbances surrounding 
ÆÏÒÍÅÒ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ,ÕÌÁȭÓ ÅÎÔÒÙ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ &ÅÄÅÒÁÌ 0ÏÌÉÃÅ ÈÅÁÄÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÓ ÉÎ #ÕÒÉÔÉÂÁȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ 
information, the events reportedly took place when the helicopter in which the former president was 
traveling landed at the Federal Police headquarters and two firecrackers were set off in the middle of a crowd 
of demonstrators opposed to his arrest. According to reports, federal agents inside the headquarters reacted 

                                                                    
240 Ȱ!ÃÁÂÏ ÄÅ ÓÏÆÒÅÒ ÕÍÁ ÁÇÒÅÓÓÞÏ ÎÁ ÆÒÅÎÔÅ ÄÏ 3ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÏ ÄÏÓ -ÅÔÁÌĭÒÇÉÃÏÓȢ %ÓÔÁÖÁ ao vivo e fui cercada por militantes ao som de 

ȬÆÁÓÃÉÓÔÁȟȭ ȬÅÌÉÔÅ ÂÒÁÎÃÁȭ Å ȬÍþÄÉÁ ÇÏÌÐÉÓÔÁȢȭ 0ÒÏÃÕÒÅÉ ÁÒÒÅÇÏ ÎÕÍ ÅÓÔÁÃÉÏÎÁÍÅÎÔÏ ÄÁÑÕÉ ÄÅ ÆÒÅÎÔÅȢ $ÉÆþÃÉÌ ÔÒÁÂÁÌÈÁÒ ÃÏÍ ÍÅÄÏȢȱ Twitter 
account of @eubrunabarboza. April 7, 2018; Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). April 7, 2018. Militantes agridem 
jornalistas durante protesto em SBC no sábado.  

241 Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). April 7, 2018. Militantes agridem jornalistas durante protesto em SBC 
no sábado; Estadão. April 7, 2018. Seis jornalistas são agredidos em São Bernardo na cobertura da prisão de Lula, diz Abraji.   

242 Original text in Portugueseȡ ȰɍÆɎÏÉ ÆÉÒÍÅ ÁÏ ÃÈÁÍÁÒ 3ïÒÇÉÏ -ÏÒÏȟ Ï -ÉÎÉÓÔïÒÉÏ 0ĭÂÌÉÃÏ Å Á ÍþÄÉÁ ÇÏÌÐÉÓÔÁ Û ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÁÂÉÌÉÄÁÄÅ ÐÅÌÏ 
processo de perseguição jurídico midiática que vem sofrendo num processo sem prÏÖÁÓ Å ÍÁÒÃÁÄÏ ÐÏÒ ÉÒÒÅÇÕÌÁÒÉÄÁÄÅÓȢȱ Available at: 
Instituto Lula. April 7, 2018. ,ÕÌÁ ÎÏ !"#ȡ Ȱ3ÁÉÒÅÉ ÄÅÓÓÁ ÍÁÉÏÒȟ ÍÁÉÓ ÆÏÒÔÅȟ ÍÁÉÓ ÖÅÒÄÁÄÅÉÒÏ e inocente.  

243 UOL. April 6, 2018. Protesto em João Pessoa (PB) tem repórter ferido e depredação a prédio de emissora; Polêmica Paraíba. April 6, 
2018. VEJA VÍDEO: Jornalista paraibano é agredido durante manifestação em JP; G1. April 6, 2018. Grupos protestam contra prisão do ex-
presidente Lula, na Paraíba.  

244 Correio Braziliense. April  7, 2018. Seis jornalistas foram agredidos em São Bernardo durante prisão de Lula; Knight Center for 
Journalism in the Americas. April 10, 2018. At least 19 Brazilian journalists and media professionals assaulted during coverage of former 
President Lula's arrest.    

245 BNC Amazonas. April 8, 2018. Repórter do BNC agredida na prisão de Lula em Curitiba; VEJA RELATO.  

246 UOL. April 6, 2018. MST bloqueia estradas pelo Brasil em protesto contra a prisão de Lula; Agência Brasil. April 6, 2018. MST 
bloqueia rodovias em protesto contra prisão de Lula; mulher é baleada na PB.  

247 Pragmatismo Politico. April 6, 2018. Homem fura bloqueio e atira em manifestante pró-Lula na Paraíba; Rede Brasil Atual. April 6, 
2018. Militante do MST é baleada durante bloqueio de rodovia na Paraíba; UOL. April 6, 2018. Manifestante do MST é baleada em protesto 
na Paraíba contra prisão de Lula.     
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by teargassing the crowd, dispersing it.248 There were also reports that the military police had allegedly used 
rubber bullets against demonstrators who supported the former president. In addition, it was reported that 
journalists and demonstrators opposed to the former president had been forced to leave the area 
peacefully.249   

192. &ÕÒÔÈÅÒÍÏÒÅȟ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÆÏÒÍÅÒ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ,ÕÌÁȭÓ ÁÒÒÉÖÁÌȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ 
police began to comply with a precautionary measure granted by the courts on April 7, in order to block the 
transit of unauthorized persons and vehicles, as well as the setting up of camps and structures, near the 
Federal Police headquarters. The prohibitory injunction [interdito proibitório ] had reportedly been requested 
by the Office of the Mayor of Curitiba.250 )Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÏÎ !ÐÒÉÌ ςψȟ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒËÅÒÓȭ 0ÁÒÔÙ 
[Partido dos Trabalhadores] (PT) reported that the camp set up in Curitiba in support of former President 
Lula had been the target of a shooting incident in the early morning hours. According to the available 
information, two people were injured, one of them seriously.251  

193. On September 6, a photojournalist from Tribunal de Minas was assaulted while covering the 
campaign of then presidential candidate Jair Bolsonaro. The photojournalist was photographing the 
candidate as he was walking, when Bolsonaro was stabbed with a knife. According to reports, at this point a 
security officer stood in front of his camera, and reportedly told him that he was not allowed to photograph 
the scene. He also allegedly grabbed the reporter violently by the shirt, taking him to another part of the 
street and threatening him.252  On September 15, in the city of Boa Vista, Roraima, presidential candidate Ciro 
Gomes reportedly insulted and punched a journalist who asked him during a press conference about his 
statements regarding Brazilians who had attacked immigrants at the border. According to the available 
information, Ciro Gomes accused the journalist of speaking on behalf of a senator who was his political 
opponent in that state, and insulted and punched him.253  

194. $ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ςπρψȟ Á &ÁÃÅÂÏÏË ÇÒÏÕÐ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ7ÏÍÅÎ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ "ÏÌÓÏÎÁÒÏȱ 
[Mulheres Unidas Contra Bolsonaro] was created. The group, which was reportedly created in August, 
ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÓÏÍÅ σ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÕÓÅÒÓȢ )Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÓÈÔÁÇ ȰΠ%ÌÅ.ÞÏȱ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄÌÙ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÍÅÄÉÁ 
by the women who were mobilizing against then presidential candidate Jair Bolsonaro. According to the 
available information, from the time of its creation, the group had been hacked and taken down several times, 
allegedly by men who identified themselves as Bolsonaro supporters. Women from the group would have 
been verbally attacked and would have been threatened online254. More recently, on September 24, one of the 
ÇÒÏÕÐȭÓ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÏÒÓ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄÌÙ ÁÓÓÁÕÌÔÅÄ ÂÙ Ô×Ï ÕÎÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÍÅÎ ×ÈÅÎ ÓÈÅ ÁÒÒÉÖÅÄ ÁÔ ÈÅÒ ÈÏÍÅ ÉÎ 
Río de Janeiro. In addition to striking her in the eye and on the head, they reportedly stole her cell phone.255 
The administrator, who stated that she had already been the target of online threats and harassment, is 
reportedly affiliated with the political party PSOL and served as the campaign coordinator for a candidate for 
state representative from that party.256  

                                                                    
248 EFE. April 7, 2018. Nueve heridos en los disturbios durante el ingreso en prisión de Lula en Curitiba; RPP Noticias. April 8, 2018. Al 

menos nueve heridos en enfrentamiento durante ingreso de Lula a prisión en Curitiba; ABC. April 8, 2018. Disturbios y heridos en Brasil.  

249 ABC. April 8, 2018. Disturbios y heridos en Brasil; RPP Noticias. April 8, 2018. Al menos nueve heridos en enfrentamiento durante 
ingreso de Lula a prisión en Curitiba; EFE. April 7, 2018. Nueve heridos en los disturbios durante el ingreso en prisión de Lula en Curitiba. 

250 G1. April 8, 2018. Manifestantes ficam feridos em confusão na chegada do ex-presidente Lula à PF, em Curitiba; Paraná Portal. April 
8, 2018. Justiça proíbe permanência de manifestantes nas proximidades da PF em Curitiba.  

251 UOL. April 28, 2018. Ataque a tiros em acampamento pró-Lula em Curitiba deixa dois feridos; polícia investiga; EFE. April 28, 2018. 
Ataque a tiros a campamento pro-Lula deja heridos y eleva la tensión en Curitiba.  

252 Tribuna de Minas. September 6, 2018. Fotógrafo da Tribuna é agredido no atentado a Bolsonaro; Associação Brasileira de 
Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji) . September 10, 2018. Fotógrafo é agredido ao cobrir atentado a Bolsonaro em Juiz de Fora.  

253 Clarín. September 17, 2018. Ciro Gomes, exaltado en Brasil: por una pregunta, el candidato agredió con insultos y un puñetazo a un 
periodista; G1. September 17, 2018. Ciro Gomes xinga e empurra jornalista em visita a Roraima.  

254 OAS. Electoral Observation Mission. Preliminary EOM Report. No Date. 

255 Terra. September 25, 2018. Organizadora de grupo contra Bolsonaro é agredida no Rio; Carta Capital. September 25, 2018. 
Organizadora de grupo de mulheres contra Bolsonaro é agredida no Rio; Huffpost. September 25, 2018. Administradora do grupo 'Mulheres 
Contra Bolsonaro' é agredida no Rio de Janeiro.   

256 Terra. September 25, 2018. Organizadora de grupo contra Bolsonaro é agredida no Rio; Estadão. September 25, 2018. 
Organizadora de grupo contra Bolsonaro relata agressão no Rio.  
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